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HERE is not a nobler Subject perhaps 
⁊ within the whole Compaſs of Reli- 
E gion, or one that has a more ſtriking In- 
fluence on the attentive Mind, than that 
of an infinitely wiſe and ſuperintending 
Providence. What a delightful Contem- 
plation is it to behold Nature painting 
her inimitable Colours, and working thro 
all her beautiful Variety of Productions! 
NB 2 An 
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4 Cod's Providence and [Ser. I. 
An Almighty Providence at the ſame 
Time preſiding over, and moſt graciouſly 
condeſcending to conduct the Whole. 
The lovely Scene raviſhes the Idea. It 
is like a fair and compleat Picture, where 
every Stroke has its peculiar Grace, and 
all is exact Symmetry, and juſt Propor- 
tion, We cannot help being ſtruck with 
an awfully pleaſing Admiration at that 
omnipotent Skill, which proportioned(* 
tze Waters in the Hollow of its Hand, and 
* comprehended the Duſt -of the Earth ina 
«© Meaſure; whach weighedthe Mountains in 3 
Scales, and ine Hills in a Balance.” | Ayd 
yet, how much more admirable is ute 1 
grand Economy, which ſomagnificently, 
decorated the æthereal Plains, and meted 4 
e s out the Heavens with.a Shan] which com- C 
manded the Sun to diſpenſe his chearing | 
| - Lightto;all, the Inhabitants of the Earth, 1 
| and" to ſhed "hy ſertiieing Influence on 


fr, IO won * 10. kl. 12. 


ber- 1. Authority diſplayed. 5 


all the Vegetable Tribes: which com- 


miſſioned the Moon to enli ven the dreary 
Gloom, and ſet off the Face of Nature in 


milder Charms; while ſhe is accompa- | 
nied with all her planetary Equipage, and 


Millions of leſſer Stars, like ſo many in- 
ferior Attendants on their nocturnal 


Queen. The Pſalmiſt, on this Occaſion, 


ſhews us one of his higheſt Flights in the 


following elegant and exalted Strain; “ 


% The Heavens declare the Glory of God: 


* and the Firmament fheweth his "handy 
“ Work. One Day telleth another, and one 
«©. Night certifieth another, There is neither 
** Speech nor Language : but their Voices 
% are heard among them. Their Sound is 
gone out into all Lands: and their Words 
©, unto the Ends of the World.” And in an- 
other Place, as he is celebrating the 
Works of the Creator, in Sea, Earth, and 
Skies, he breaks out with Rapture, # * 0 


J 0:17; £4 hay 


EE * Pla, xix. I, 2, 3) 4. F Pſa, civ. 24. 
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2 Lord, how manifold are thy Works! in 
t Miſdom haſt thou made them all. Yes, 
conſummate Wiſdom, and providential 
Order are brightly. diſplayed throughout 
the Heavens and the Earth, In the For- 
mation of each the ſupreme Governor has 
produced ample Credentials for his own 
Exiſtence; and in the moſt: perfect Re- 
gulation of them, a ſtanding Proof of his 
all · directing Providence. | 


Our Ideas on this ſublime Topic would 
be ſtill enlarged, were we to take an ac- 
curate Survey of that curious Mzcrocofm, 
the Body of Man: How aſtoniſhingly 

_ exquiſite is this human Structure! What 
legible Characters of providential Wiſ⸗ 
dom are diſcovered here! What Har- 
mony and Regularity do we find in all its 
. conſtituent Parts; and, though weak in- 
| deed, and ſubje& to Diſaſters, yet how 
—— is it in the Wale! Obſerve that 
. incom- 


Ser. I. ] Authority diſplayed. 7 | 


incomparable Mechaniſm, which formed 
the Eye for ſeeing, and the Ear for hear- 
ing, with all the other ſenſitive Faculties, 
not tobe ſufficiently admired : which has 


knit ſo dexterouſly thoſe ſeveral Joints 


and Limbs together; every one of which 
is admirably adapted to its intended Uſe. 
Conſider the Multiplicity of Springs by 
which they are actuated; the continual 


Flow of the animal Spirits, which put 
thofe Springs in Motion; the perpetual 


Play of the Lungs, which expand and 
contract with every Breath; the Strength 
and Nicety of the Muſcles; and parti- 
cularly the Fluids, which being emitted 


from the Heart, like ſo many Spouts from 
the Fountain of Life, circulate thro all | 
the Veins and Arteries to nouriſh every 


vital Part,—As often as we reflect on this 


ſkilful Fabrick of Man's Body, we cannot 


but cry out with Aſtoniſhment and De- 


light, * * © We are fearfully and wonderfully 
Bc % made. 


2 Pla, cxxxix. 13. 
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WI 6 „ made.” It muſt excite our Amazement 
| as well as Pleaſure to explore the innu- 
merable Wonders it preſents us with; 


which are all clear Demonſtrations of 


= Divine Providence. And whilſt we 
admire and applaud the Workmanſhip 


of the Building, we cannot ſurely for- 
get to praiſe and adore the eternal Buil- 
der: We cannot but love and reverence 


the all-glorious Architect, while we view 


the Maſter - Piece of the whole viſible 


Creation. 


To ed the, Climax: let us re- 
lect on that inexpreſſibly ſuperior Part 


of us, the immortal Soul. Here our A- 
floniſhment i is ſtill exaggerated, the Mind 


is elated with Conception, and Concep- 


tion itſelf is loſt, A ſpiritual and a mate- 


rial Subſtance united! What a ſurprizing 


Compoſition is this! And how infinitely 
does it ſurpaſs the reſt of the Creation! 
= En, For 
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to revive no more; when the Sun, Moon; 


and Stars ſhall ſuffer a total and everlaſt- 
ing Eclipſe; when this curious Body of 


Man ſhall be reduced to Corruption; 
and the vaſt Globe itſelf, with its num- 
berleſs Inhabitants, ſhall be diſſolved; the 


Sour ſhall ſurvive the general Wreck, 
and flouriſh in one conſtant and eternal 
Spring. What Almighty Being then 
is that which has honoured Man with 


the Title of Lord of all below ;” that 
has made him but a little“ © lower than 


66 the Angels, | and crowned him with Glory 


% and Worſhip ;” that has given him a 
Commiſſion to have Dominion over all 
other living Creatures; that has quali fied 


him to wade into the profound Depth of 


Science; to ſearch into Nature's myſte- 


rious Springs; to purſue mechanical 
3 Arts; 


* Pla, viii. 50 


Ser. I. I Autjoriq diſplayed: 9 
For when the Bloom of Nature ſhall fade 


* 
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Arts; to manage and improve the va- 
rious Employments of Life; and to 


ſurvey all its Glories? that for theſe 
Purpoſes has endowed him with Un- 


derſtanding, Reaſon, and judgement; 
thoſe cceleſtial Lamps, by which he is fo 


illuſtriouſly diſtinguiſhed from“ te 


* Beaſts of the Earth, and made wiſer than 
the Fowls of Heaven?" But, above all, 
what great incomprehenſible Power is 


that which breathed into him this Divine 


Eſence, and formed him capable of 


everlaſting Happineſs? — Surely theſe 
Interrogations muſt baffle all the abfurd 


Arguments of the obdurate Ather/t, and 


make the idle Doubts of the Sceptic va- 
niſh, The one muſt be utterly confuted, 
and the other fully convinced of the 
Certainty of 'an over-ruling Providence ; 


convinced that the Author of all Nature, 
- animate and inanimate, and of all Ranks 


and 


job xxxv. 11. 
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Ser. I. Authority diſplayed. . 11 
and Gradations that compoſe the uni- 


verſal Scale of Being, is He only whoſe 
| Knowledge is immenſe, and Power un- 
limited; the tremendous Majeſty of Hea- 


ven and Earth, King of Kings, and 
% Lord of Lords;“ that of Him, and 
ce through Him, and to Him are all Things : 
ff to whom be Glory for ever. Amen,” 


This comprehenſive Text I propoſe to 
conſider, 


1. As a manifeſt Intimation of God's 
ſuperintending Care and Protection of all 
his Creatures; and that there is a peculiar 


Providence preſiding over all Human 


8 And 


II. As being expreſſive of what a rea- 
ſonable Obligation there is upon us to 
adore him with conſtant Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings. 


iſt, We 
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=T alt: We. will conſider | the Words be- 
fore us as a manifeſt Intimation of God's 
ſuperintending Care and Protection of 
all his Creatures; and that there is a 
peculiar Providence Praßdirg 0 over ol 
n Affairs. 


The Royal Penman proclaims the ex- 
tenſive Guardianſhip of Providence over 
the irrational Part of the Creation in many 
delightful Paſſages; ſuch as, for Inſtance, 


&«& *% The Eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord: 
* and thou giveſt them their Meat in due 
& Seaſon, Thou openeſt thine Hand : and 
« filleft all Things living with Plentcouſnejs, 
& + He giveth Fodder unto the Cattle : and 
* feedeth the young Ravens that call upon 


% kim.” And with Regard to the human 


Kind he thus manifeſts his grateful Ac- 


I knowledgment df the Divine Bounty, 
at Pratſed be te Lord et even the God 


% who 


MI Pi, exlv. 157 16. S Pſ, cxlvii. 9. | 1 Pſ. Ixviii. 19. 


2 ters all be full,” 


Ser. I. MAuthority.diſplayed, 1g 


h hetpeth us, and poureth ls Benefits 
Wa And he affirms that F © they 
i who ſeckthe Lord, ſhall want no Manner 


of Thing that is good: i. e. They 
ſhall enjoy as large a Portion of the 
good Things of this Life, as is conſiſtent 
with their final Intereſt in another. And 
the Prophet Iſaiah, for the Encourage- 
ment of thoſe who walk, righiteouſly and 
DB * ſpeak. uprightly,” aſſures all ſuch. that 
Bread ſhall be given them, and their Ma- 
And our Saviour 
Chriſt, whoſe Arguments ſhould always. 
have a more than ordinary, Impreſſion! 
upon us, demonſtrates the Certainty of a 
ſuper natural Providence, both from the 


ſeathered Throng that warble in the Air, 


and the flowery Nations that decorate the 
Fields. And he alſo draws an undenia- 
ble Inference of God's peculiar Concern 
for Man, from an Argument of his benign 
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ſtands at the Top of all his Works; which 


He has dignified with higher ee 
and created tor: far nobler Ends, ee 


* 1 4a, 
II » 
„ 
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11 God's Providence and [Ser. I; 
Care over the inferior Part of his Works. 
i + Behold tie Tos of the Air for they 
«ſow not, neither do they reap; nor gather 
, into Barns; Hel your Heavenly Father 
t feedeth them. Are ye not much better than 
* they?” And again; || * Conſider the Lil. 
*, Jies of the Field\how they grow ; they toil 
not, neither do they ſpin. *'Wherefore, 
„ God ſo clothe the Graſs of the Field, 
* ] to- Day is, and to-Mortow is caſt 
into the Oven, ſhall he not muck more 
«clothe you, O ye of little Faith?” If the 
Almighty's paternal Care is extended to 
thoſe inferior Creatures; if He adorns' 
even Things that are inanimate with ſo 
much Grace and Beauty; He vill not 
ſurely diſregard that Species, which 


If 


Ser. I.] Authority diſplayed. 16 
If we obſerve the Contrivance of unerr- 
ing Wiſdom in the original Creation, we 
{hall find, after the grateful Viciſſitudes 
of Light and Darkneſs were exhibited, 


and the Element, Earth, and Waters re- 
ceived the Appointment of their diſtinct 


Situations; alter the World was mould- 


ed into an endleſs Diverſity of pleaſing 


Forms, and beneficial Subſtances, and 
Millions of Creatures of different Spe- 
cies were ſpoke into inſtantaneous Life; 
after the whole viſible Syſtem was 
wrought into this agreeable Harmony 
and full Perfection, that God, to crown 
the Glory of his Works, introduced Man 
as his favourite Gueſt, for whom all this 
Entertainment was moſt indulgently pre- 
pared. And God ſaid, Let us make Man 


% in our Image, after our Likeneſs; (O 


this high, this everlaſting Honour con- 


ferred 


* Gen, i. 26. 


16 Cod Providence and [Ser. 1. 
ferred on poor Mortals!) and let them have 
Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and 
* over the Fowl of the Air, and over every 


# ate 617 J 7 * that Mey uon the 
wa a rr 


* 


* 5 f 
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2 cod de nrllond] all. ' Things that are in 
Heaven and in Earth: and his Mercy 
1 is over all his Works.” The World, 
with all its beautiful Ornaments, and 
vaſt Immenſity of Appendages, could no 
more ſubfiſt without his Mercy, than it 
could have burſt into Creation without 
his Power. All would ſtart into wild 

Diſorder, or fink into total Annihila- 
tion, without being governed by his 
infinite Wiſdom, and ſupported by his 
almighty Aid. It is His Hand that re- 

gulates the great Machine, and vinds 

| up all its Springs: that poiſes the hea- 
- venly Luminaries, and directs their 


1 
berpetual 
* Coloſ, i, 16. I Pf. cxlv. 9. 
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perpetual Rotations: that commiſſions 


theſe to impregnate the Womb of the 
Earth, and enable it to produce Herbs, 
Trees, Fruits, and Flowers for the De- 
light and Convenience both of Man and 


Beaſt: that rolls the circling Seaſons, and 


appoints the ſweet alternate Returns of 
Day and Night. It is He who informs 
* the Stork, the Crane, and the Swallow, of 


46 the Time of their coming, and guides them 
oer their watery Way. Theſe, with all 
other living Creatures, are the conſtant 


Penſioners of his Liberality, and are Iup- 


plied from his inexhauſtible Store. But 
to Man in particular is allotted à large 


and extraordinary Share of the Benefits 
of Heaven. The great Fountain of Life 


ſhowers down Ble ſſings promi ſcuouſſy | 


on all his Works; but his principal Con- 
cern and Delight is with“ the Sons: of 
* Men.” They enjoy the ineſtimable Pri- 


vilege of his peculiar Care. Every Ani 


roll - | mal 
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mal that he has made is indebted to their 
cemmon Lord for the Inſtinct of their 
Nature, and for every Excellency ap- 
propriated to their own particular Spe- 
bvies: but the Obligation on Man is 


bound with much ſtronger Ties; as he 


is bleſſed with Reaſon inſtead of Inſtinct, 
and directed in a Path which points to 


Immortality. And, to accommodate him 


on his Journey, every other Claſs of Be- 


ing appears to have been created for his 


Uſe and Service, as he himſelf was for the 
1 4 paths and r of his Maker. 4 


A 
«46 


e 75 God is * ſole 8 ich 


: of Proſperity and Adverſity; and can in 


Moment alter the Circumſtances of 
each, whenever he pleaſes: for which 


plain and obvious Reaſons we ſhould 


neither be too highly elated with the 


1 one, nor too deeply depreſſed with the 


ther Wiſdom, en ie all 


[re 5 „ flow 


Wet 
1 * * 
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flow from the ſame. common aud ever; 
laſting Spring. The wiſe. and neceſſary | 
Schemes of Providence are includedin in all 

worldly Tranſaftions, F ortune i is an idle * 
Fiction of the Brain; a Shadow formed 

from the ' capricious Dreams of Fancy, | 
without the lighteſt Subſtance of Reli- 


1 gion. Though Wiſdom, which is the * 


moſt valuable temporary Portion belong- 


„* 


ing to the human Mind, is not attainable 


& Tr. 


indeed but by intent” 'Study, and cloſe 
Application, (which he who experienced 


os » I» 


the largeſt Share of it confeſſed was a 


Wearineſs of the Fleſh, ”) yet the 8 
Power, and Opportunities of procuring 


N 
pa 


it, which are the main, Hinges of all 
Knowledge, proceed entirely from God. 
Study, like every other Kind of L. abor, 


9 


unleſs H e pleaſes to crown it with Suc- 


oe? 


ceſs, will be rendered fruitleſs and abor- 
tive. Fe or it * « the Inſpiration of the 
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If, it might ſeem to confilt chiel 


EW 9 ; learned, Acquirements : but in 
1 ity he has Nothing, to boaſt of.— 
1 imperfect Excellency he poſſeſſes i is 


Fg wt 4 


; 3 ut 7 to be ried. only to that Wiſdom which 


| and for. every Talent of ſupe- 


| A 5 ls rior Worth, depoſited, i in his Cuſtody, he 


» * 


83 21 1333 ad 


Ez to render a full and minute Account to | 
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= anc. Promot! on, which fall under the 


1 miſtaken, Denomipation, of Fortune, are 
| AS - the fi free Gifts of Providence, as well as 


iſ enen inward Illumination of the 
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ivate his Fields, and i improve the fat- 
ph tening. Soik; let him W. his Seed, and 
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4 of Increaſe; 4p and let the plodding Mer- 


ch ant devote himſelf to the 'buly Cares' of 
Fraffi ck; let him ſacrifice every wake 


ful Hour to the golden Views of Mar mmon: 
the one may purfue his continual Ro! ung 


— 
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of Drudgery and Labor, and the other 
barter his Commodities to evel Cotner r 
of che Globe, and yet the“ ſanghine” 

/iſhes of them both; unlefs Gd tre 
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ſafes to give 4 Blelfing to their re ectivè 
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Employments, all be utterly de feated. 1 


Every fair and promiſing Bloſſom *fhall: 
moſt certainly' be blaſted, if the fruQify 
ing Influence of his Providence be with 
drawn. Where the Clouds of Impiety 
intercept. the Rays of this bleſſed Sun, 
that ſupports | and invigorates all Life, 
chere ſhall nothing ripen into full Matu- 
rity. For Want of this the moſt fraitful * 
Land ſhall become barren, And nu- 
merous Inſtances there are, where Bread 
is d enied to > the Wiſe, Riches to the In- 


* JA 
. 


„ Bohn telligent, 


" 
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5 telligent, and Favor to Men of the deepeſt 
Skill and penetration. But let the bright 
Beams of Heaven once dart on the 
maeeaneſt Peaſant i in the Dale, and he in- 
= fiantly 1 ſtarts into a quite different Scene 
5 of Life, flouriſhes, like ſome generous 
Plant, under the gracious Hand of Pro- 
vidence, and becomes, in the temporal 
Meaning, a new Man: Theſe are Truths, © 
very clearly repreſented to us in ſeveral 
Parts of Scripture. There we have the 
general Authority of God aſſerted i in the 
plaineſſ and moſt poſitive Terms. Thus, 
* Ne Lord maketh poor and maketh rich: 
Mp ©. he bringeth low, and lifteth up, He raiſeth 
1h the Poor out of the Duſt, and lifteth up 
= * the Beggar from the Dunghill : for the Pil. 
= 20 lars of the Earth are the Lord's, and hehath - 4 
=. « Jet the World upon. them,” And again, 5 
=. +* « Promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt 
|| OM TY nor from theWe ſe: nor moe fromthe South. 12 
=_ 8 . The 


- 1 I; a, 16, 988 pl. Tully 76 
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The Stars in their Courſes are not con- 


40 rows of ons Fortune,” is an 


4 


cerned 1 in the Direction of human Honors 


or Abaſements. For||* God is the qudge: he 


e hutteth down one, and ſetteth up another,” 


In Compliance, therefore, with the Ad- 
vice of the Prophet, T Let not the wife 


%% Man glory in his Wiſdom, neither let the 


* mighty Man glory in his Might, let not tie 


« rich Man glory in his Riches: But let him 


* that. glorieth, glory in this, that: he under. 


% fandeth and knoweth the Lord, that e- 


© erciſeth Loving -· kindneſo, Judgment, and 


* Righteouſneſs in the Earth. For of Him, 


«* and thro Him, and to Him are all Things: 
to whom nen, aer Amen 


x. 
A 


The ape of Adveriity alſo; in /all 
their different Degrees of Sharpneſs, 
are diſcharged by the Almighty's di- 
recting Hand. The Slings and Ar- 


8 © 1904 eig 
IP. Ixxv. 8. + Jerem. ix. 23, 24. 
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erroneous Term. All the various Cala- 


mities of our Condition, tumultuous: 


Paſſions, Heart-panting Fears, and Trou- 
bles of all Kinds, brandiſhed from every 


Quarter, have their particular Commiſſion 


where to ſtrike. An omnipotent and un· 


controulable Power, is the Author of 
NO SH. J 18 He that. killeth and 


% maketh alive, that woundeth and his 


Hands make whole.” | How many poor 


Mortals do we ſee plunged into the low- 


eſt Depths of Miſery, who but Yeſter- 


day exulted in the gilded Car, or ſwam 


in the higheſt Tides of Joy! Inſtances 
theſe of the kindeſt Admonition, to pray 
that a firm Truſt in God may be our pre- 


Tent: Portion, and his future Glory our 


never-waſting: Inheritance. The high 


Creſt of the Sinner is frequently brought 


low, his wicked. Devices are fruſtrated, 


and bitter Anguiſh and Remorſe ſucceed 


in . Room of REA and Delight; all 


* * "OO 4. 
tr e eee con- 
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conſpiring, from a gracious Interpoſition 
of Providence, to make him lothe and 
deteſt his paſt Enormities, to wean his 
Affections from the fluctuating and ſhort- 
lived Pleaſures of Earth, and fix them on 
the ſolid and permanent Joys of Heaven. 
What a' perſuaſive Argument is here, not 
only for unfeigned Reſignation to the 
Divine Decrees, but even for blefling the 
Hand that ſtrikes the Blow !—But ſup- 
poling a juſt God to ſign the Commiſſion 
to each afflictive Circumſtance, why are 

the beſt of Chriſtians ſometimes loaden 
with the worſt of Evils? The Anſwer is 
obvious, The Mind of a conſcientious 
Man feels no Sting but ſuch as is darted 
by his Sovereign to prove his Loyalty, 
to purge away all his Droſs, and to bring 
him at laſt out of the Furnace of Afflic- 
tion, refined like pure Gold out of the 
Fire. And if his Body droops under a 
lingering: Sickneſs, or is tortured with 

900 Pain, # 
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and wiſe Diſpenſations of Heaven, be- 
cauſe they are not, forſooth, compatible 
with his preſent Temper, or perhaps ex- 
ceed the Limits of his narrow Compre- 
henfion, Let him bow his haughty 
Head, and humbly acquieſce in this ge- 
neral Aſſertion, that (with Regard to 
every Appointment of the ſacred and ſu- 
preme Legiſlator) whatever is, is right. 2 
And let the Chriſtian Believer, when 
we — 


[Ser. I. 
Pain, he conſiders it as the ſalutary Cor- 
rection of a tender Father, and views ‚ 
every Cloud of temporal Miſery in the 
Light of an eternal Bleſſing. He knows 
that whatever Portion is allotted him by 
the Deciſion of Providence, tat Portion 
is certainly the beſt for him, and will 
terminate in the greateſt Gain. It is the 
Reſult of unerring Foreſight, and infinite 
Diſcernment, and therefore cannot be 
wrong. Let the daring and preſump- 
tuous Railer then ceaſe to arraign the juſt 


Ser. I. | Authority diſplayed. | 27 


baffled in his moſt favourite Schemes, or 


galled with the ſharpeſt Afflictions, com- 
mit himſelf with a chearful Reſignation 


and thankful Compoſure to the Will of 
the moſt High. Let him rear a Monu- 


ment of humb le and diſtreſſed Patience, 


and engrave it with the Apoſtle's In- 
ſcription, TO GOD ONLY WISE. — 


He calculates, orders, and determines 


all Things for his Good at the laſt. He 


chaſtiſes and corrects him here, to fit 
him for a Participation of Bliſs here- 


after. Let him therefore wait the final 
Cataſtrophe of Things, and he will then 
clearly diſcover both the Propriety and 
Expedience of all his Sufferings in-this 


World. The Tears that now iſſue from 


a troubled Breaſt, will be then converted 


into Streams of the pureſt Joy, and the 


Heart-breaking Sigh be loſt in Songs of 


_ Gratitude and Praiſe. The Myſteries of 


Providence will be then unfolded, and } 
1 all 


in "Afluence and Riot, 


Regret, 
| endleſs Torments, 


5 
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all its mazy Labyrinths mide plain and 


open. Seeming Irregularities will be 
rectified, and, in the Midſt of admiring 


Millions, Pre!eminence ſet right. The 


whole Government of Heaven will be 
vindicated, approved, and glorified. — 


Then will the apparent Reaſon be pro. 
duced before Men, as well as Angels, 


why Vice has been permitted to triumph 
while Virtue 


drooped in Penury and Diſtreſs: Why 


notorious Guilt has ſteered the Helm of 
State, while much- wronged Innocence 


Has wore the diſgraceful Chain. Then 


ſhall the Righteous rejoice indeed that 


they were oppreſſed and afflicted here, 


when they receive a Retribution of per- 
| fect Happineſs, without any Mixture of 
Sorrow, Interruption or Decay. And. 
even the obdurate Wicked ſhall be 


forced, with the utmoſt Confuſion and 


I beg 


to confeſs the Juſtice of their. 


3 4 
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I beg Leave to ſoligit your Attention 
to the remaining Part of this Subjekt. 
ſome future Opportunity. —lt 18 my 
ardent Prayer, that you may be enabled 
to impreſs everlaſtingly upon your 
Minds what has been at preſent deli- 
vered. May God's Holy Spirit aſſiſt 
you in magnifying his bleſſed Name 
when you contemplate the wonderful 


Proceedings of his good Providence! 


Thouſands, and ten Thouſands of Links 
there are in the great Chain of Life: 
May you admire, and both love and 
adore while you admire the glorious 
Diſpoſer and Supporter of them all! 
And in whatever State or Condition you 
are, may you be richly endowed with 
Grace to act each your own particular 
Part well, ſo long as you enjoy the Pri- 
vilege of Acting! animated with this full 
Belief, that you are fixed there by your 
heavenly Father; in whoſe Hands are 

| 18 Riches 


- 2 


* 
: * A 


1 930 Cod's Providence and Ter. d 


; 


Riches and Poverty, Honor and Diſ- 
| grace, Pleaſure and Pain, Life and 
| Death. For of Him, and thro' Him, and 
| * to Him are all Things: to whom be Glory 
| ir ever. Amen.“ oy 
| | 
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SERMON IL. 
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God the Author of all Spiritual 
Graces, and his Glory celebrated. 


Rox. xi. 6. 5 
For of Him, and thro' Him, and to Him are 
all Things © to whom be Glory for ever. 
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learn, from unqueſtion 
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11 51%: thority, on the Head: 
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dence; that the who em of 

tional and irrational, is upheld, go- 
verned and directed by, the infinite 
l and unlimited Power. 
be: alſo certain, that every 
point- 
nt; n nee Degncs, zag 
every Virtue meets with its own proper 
. Reward: 


en ä > 4 . 5 * IF . * 
* * * NE: 7 6, 2 * S : Wr. % - 7 | 
2 » 7 s 8 
\ Y * 7 6 
— 5 4 1 3 
1 4 * 8 
* 
— —— 
* 7 
* 
n * 
* 
1 , 


34 Cod the Authorof  {[Ser.Il 


* Reward. That both one and the other 
mall be invarial 
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ly happy. or . miſerable, 


s A ues 


in chis World, 1 will not preſume to 
affirm, But that they ſhall receive their 
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— 0 


reſpective Allotments in Gods due Time, 
either in this, or a future State of Be- 
ing, admits of no Manner of Doubt. 
Why the blaſpheming Wicked are often 
ſuffered to flouriſh and proſper, act with 
a high Hand, and bid Defiance to all 
Storms and Dangers; While many of the ; 
faithful Servants of God wither and pine 5 
away in Poverty, are trodden under- 
Foot of Men, and are expoſed to innü- 
muieerable and ſevere Hardſhips, is quite in 
VvVoin (nor indeed does it much concern 

„ to enquire. This we aſſuredly know, 
that Pain as well as Pleaſure is expedient 
| for the Righteous, whenever God pleaſes 
IF Is to inflict it; and that they both proceed 
from his unſearchable Wiſdom, for Rea- 
ſions known only to himſelf.” He is the 
| 90 et = 758705 4 oe DWP 14 BA 51 Author, 


4 0 
) x al , * 
— a * * 2 „ * 27 
3 ** bs 8. ＋ 0 ' 
* a 
3 * 4 2 
| : - \ 
vo 
- 
. * U 2 
; 4 
*. 1 1 
> « i 21 7 N fog $9 1 * 4 
5 
1 
FX » 
IM N 1 4 2 
© Xo - % * 7 * . } 
„ W 


Ser. II. all ſpiritual Gracesa 


5 
Author, Diſpenſer, and Regulator of all 


States, Conditions, and Degrees of Life. 
« Him are all yg : to whom be'G 
er. Amen.” 14178 E110 1 £161 
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In the preceding Diſcourſe we under- 
took to expatiate on the ſublime Subject 
of Providence from the various Pro- 
ductions of univerſal Nature; from the 
incomparable Harmony of the cœleſlial 
Luminaries; from that curious and won- 
derful Mechaniſm, the Body of Man; 
and more particularly, the Divine Part 
of him, his immortal Soul. We then 
proceeded to ſhew that the Almighty's 
ſuperintending Care and Protection ex- 
tends through all his Works; and that 
what we vulgarly aſcribe to Fortune, 
relating either to proſperqus or adverſe 
Circumſtances, He is the ſole and entire 
Author, Diſpoſer and Director of. From 

5 Da | whence 


fignation,. 
in every State, is indiſpenſibly incum- 
upon ur Let us now further en- 
large on this extenſive Subject, and, with 
grateful and exalted Minds, conſider the 
le Goll as 


hr: in pr Ps every | 
Virtue ſeated in the human Heart to the 
ummerited Bounty of qur merry 


a ariſes every laudable Principle, and 
| pious Action, is implanted in the Saul 
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ger. H.] al foirituaiGrace. 
byothe Hand of God: himſelf. .- 7 
< Gt dee art yr thr Furth ; and 
% that not of yourſelves : it is the Gift 
wy Cod. Clarity, with all its numerous 

Branches, is ndutiſhed ancb ſùupported 
y tlie ſume Influence. It is God who 

extend itſebhf to fo many . uſe ful 
Puürpoſes. This is the moſt # excellent 
of tlloſe beſt Grfts, which the Apoſtte 
ethorts us earheRlyto coVet. Yes, ibcis 
the Lord who'gives a Heart; tu diſir 
A8 well as Power to !proturey Weul 
Ib is: he who! ſhes Cor ow the W. 
into*the flinty Breaſt, and Bids it ſoothe 
tivs Cites of the Miſerble who teaches 
it how foimake:bangour ſmiſe, and eaſe 
che Load of Care: who» ſla 
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to promote, as much as poſſible, both 
their preſent Peace, and everlaſting Hap- 


Iuable Pr 1 vilege „. 8 well as abſolutely 
neceſſary Duty, is an happy Converſion 


neſs. It is This that conquers. the Do- 
minion of Satan in the .polluted Heart, 
and bani ſhes the bold LI urper. IT he 
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nce alſo, that inexpreſſibly va · 


of Mind effected by omnipotent Goods 


K Clouds of Sin and Miſery are diſ- 
pelled by the Light of God's Counte- 
nance, and the gloomy Horrors of Guilt 
vaniſh. Dull Apprehenſion drops its 
ſullen Aſpect; and brightens into Gleams 
of the moſt pleaſing Hopes and Expedcta- 
tions. The dreadful Storms of Paſſion 
Jubſide in a ſerene Calm; the Midnight 
Revel is ſunk in that ſtill, Heart- felt 


Ay 
x. 2 


Peace, which paſſeth all Underſtand- A 
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is converted into the Language of Praiſe, 
and the Voice of ſacred Melody. The 
Sinner is then enabled to diſlodge all 
evil Thoughts and wicked Inclinations, 
and to bid all holy Deſires and good Re- 
ſolutions welcome. He has Grace to 
hope, and Power to believe, that his 
Sins, which have been as Scarlet, are 
% now white/as:Snow;. his; Crimes; that 
ve been red like Crimſon, are now as 
„Wool.“ And; in Conſequence hereof; 
— truſis that God is: his reconciled 
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Tam here n of a very material 
 atid ſighificant Part of th 1 
muſt by no Means eſcape my Notice; 
Vis. That all Things are thtough Him r 
that is; all Bleſſings; b ee and 
, that we enjoy. 
from God the- pureo Fountain ſo <a are 
emitted tro Chriſt, the only Channel of 


0 God the \Author\of © 


Privileges: for us, and ſigned the Contract 


LSar. 1 
univerſal Good. Redkmptid, with alb its 
Train of ainſpeakable Benefits, the free 
Pardon of the blackeft: Sins, the marve h 
lous Means bf ſanctify ing Grace, andi the 
lively Hape of: etefnab Glory; are all 
originally deri ved from our Maker 8 in- 
comprehenfibbe Love; but they are ãm. 
mediately» conferred andi be ſtowedi upon 
us only ſor the Saen candle through tlie 
Merits, uf our bleſſed [Redeemer jeſus 
Chrift Tris He who purchaſed alp the fe 


with his own. Blood. Et, is he 1who thus 
* 4 loved us, and hath given himſelf for us, 
% an:Ofering and a'Sacn = Cbch a 
et-ſmelling\ Savour?"! It is Hel alſo 
who ſti lb continues a perpetual Adv6cate 
| | Hand Bf his Father, 
and who ill at the luſt great Days of | 


Accounts aſſign ta every Man a propor = 
tionable Allotment of Rewards; br Pu- 
10 lens vino 2111-9 'v niſhments, 


345.04 5 e Egbeſſ.þ, 2. 


Ser. II.] all ſpiritun ! Graces, | 
nts, according to his Conduct inn | 
this probationary: State f the boundleſs 
and difintereſted God iefs of GOd id 
viſible in all the Works | | 
the Ordinary Diſpenſations of 
> divine Mert is app 
owered in providing | 
Convenience, and neceſſury 
dation of Man dit whad: 


inexhauſtible Boun 
free, and unde ſerued Proviſioni mada for 

che daily Suſtenance of our Bodies} th = 
conſtantly. feaping Fruits growig 
r indulgent Heaven's propitiaus 
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fot ſo rich a Prixilege, and yet his utmoſt 


0 Cad tie Autor f er. II. 
me Conſiderations that claim the ſincereſt 
Returns of human Praiſe. How adora- 


ble is the Majeſty of Heaven conſidered 
foparately in this amiable Light! But 
the Redemption of bur precious Souls: is 


an Argument of a tranſcendently hi 
Degree. This: is Goodneſs that ſurpaſſes 


alb mortal Conception. This is the clear- 
eſt Mirror wherein this bleſſed Attribute 
of the Dei 
that muſt ſurely defy all Reſiſtance: an 
ich demands our moſt ardent 
Affection. Let the beſt Chriſtian upon 


can be beheld: an Attractive 


Object 


% 


Eaxth make-the:higheft-Returns he can 


Acknowledgmenits will appear flat: Here 
All:Language-is faint; all Efforts are poor 
and deficient. Other Gifts and Graces 

eat and valuable as they are) ſeem 
rative View; 
from the ecleſtial Treaſury: They are 


but Feathers in the uplifted Scale: Re- 
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Ser. II.] all ſpiritual Graces, 
demption, of infinitely more ſterling 


Such are the | manifol, 
Bleſſings that flow in ' copious and in- 
ceſſant Streams from the Almighty. Father 
hrough the Boſom of his eternal 
And ſuch the ſtrong and apparent 
whereby his unparallelled Goodneſs is 
to the World. But it is to 
obſerved, 3 er and r e den | 


luding in t! 
a freſh Inſtance of divine 


A and concurring A 
Io 4 cha For t/ 60 10 — ghy that 


it 31 "©, \the Holy 
* Ghoſt that we Abenden Abe, and ar, 


IM Filled with all Joy, and Peace in believing. I 


1 2 1 Cor. xi. 3. t Rom. xv. 137 


1 by Wbiprevtiig und interceding 
Grace, through :Chrifty that we obtain 
Admittance to God, in every ſincere Eja- 
kulationg darted from te Cloſet, or from 
the Sandumy; It is Hel ho enlightens 
the Darkiefs of our eee ee 
_ dicets us in the Search of 
Truths; who changes the perverted WAH 
into an oppofitæ Hiaſs, and ſoſtens the 
mobi inveterate . evil Habits) into Works 
of Pentence and true Religibn. By His 
Power weate comfortect in the deepeſt. 
e ſupported under the tnoſt!i im. 
fs, und carvigd t 


n 4o:rhſs/g608 Spirit: that fo 
* Sou ch every! Toliſtivg: and de- 
kaing Grace, makes it a pioper R- 
\CEPtac e for "whatever 518 Praſſe-worthx, 
vandꝭ qualifies it for the 


62 1 «7X «0163.7 7 F N oP, 7 7 
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Ser. IL] all. ſpiritual 
o cloſe this 8 Account: Tha 


es we muſt have 
in total Darkneſs; 


Utterly loſt had 
Writings of Moſes, the ſtill'clearer Pres 
ditions of the Prophets, and more eſpe 
cially the glad. Tidings. of Salvation? 
| Evangeliſts and Apo- 
ſtles, had not theſe Oracles of true 
Wiſdom, which were inſpired by 
himſelf, and lged by his unerring 
Authority, N providentially preſerve! 
to ſucceeding Ages. 
What the feeble limmerings 
and the languid Lamp of unaſſiſted Rea- 
ſon, were unable to diſcover to us, has 
been clearly and 


ight of | 
oſpel. In this grand Repoſitory are 


N ature, | 


1 
/ 

y 
1 

1 

* 
- 

3 
\ 


laid up thoſe durable Treaſures that are 


36 Cole Authorof ser. II. 


liable to no Corruption or Decay: Here 
is the ſure Charter of all Religion; alt 
that is worth living for: Here are the 


immortal Records of a Saviour's miracu- 
lous Love to a finful World: Here the 
true Model of a Chriſtian's Faith, and 


the fixed Standard of his Obedience: 


Here in ſhort are thoſe Heaven-directing 
Pages & which are able to make us wiſe 
& unto Salvation, through Faith which is in 
* Chriſt Jeſuse which are written by the 
„ Inſpiration of God, and are profitable for 
% Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for 
Anſtruction in Righteouſneſs: That the 
a Man f God-may be perfeft, ene f 
E ene unto 7 als . Works, © 


. 


| i 
*. 


May that bleſſed W thee; 1 is 


=” whe acknowledged Dictator of this ſacred 


en and has: oh "I all Holy Scriß- 


* : B25 * x . 13 4 F A : 


tures © 


ger II. ull ſpiritual Graces, 47 


tures to be written or our Learning.“ en- 
able us to embrace, and ever adhere to 
thoſe ſalutary Counſels contained in 
them! Since we have a gracious and vo- 
; luntary Tender made of +** a Lantern 
unto our Feet, and a Light unto our 
* Paths,” may we keep our Eye fixed 
on the Divine Illumination! May we at- 
tend to this infallible Directory, as to a 
ſkilful and experienced Pilot, Who di- 
rects us where to | ſhun tremendous 
Rocks and Precipices, and points out to 
us each open Paſſage, that affords Ad- 
mittance into the wiſhed-for Port! May 
all thoſe ſpiritual Graces, enumerated in 
this Diſcourſe, and proceeding unexcep- 
_ tionably from the good Providence of 
God, be rooted in our Hearts! And may 
we enjoy, as we ought, ſuch a Portion of 
temporal Bleſſings, as Providence ſees ex- 
. to allow, and is in all Points 
yo conſiſtent 
| t Pla, cxix. 205, „ | 
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vonſiſtent with eternal! And laſtly; (from 
full Conviction, that oin 


Ko 


may we | © learn 
awith St. Paul, 2n 5 whatſoever State: we 
Aare, therewith to be content] And, with 
the ſame Apoſtle, may we not only learn 


to be content, but render fervent and 


dnvere e 4 a white: Gol: 15 A 


perpetually on all 


ade]! May we often with un- 
* Praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs: and 

#-declare the-Wonders that he dothi for the 
4 Children of Men . May we go chear- 
into his. Gates uiti Thankſgiving, 
and into his Courts with Fraiſe. 


* 


4 Phil. iv. 11. 92 Cor. ix. 13. f Pia. cru. 83. ® Pfa. c. 3. 


-whether they mount on the Wings of 
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Ser. II.] ; all ſpiritual Graces. 49 
1 ful unto ham, and fheak Good of his 


« Name!” For ever praiſing and extoll- 


ing + © the God and Father of our Lord 


be efus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all 
& ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chrift. — for of Him, 


* and thro' Him, and to Him are all Things: 


ce to whom be Glory for ever. Amen.” 


The latter Part of this intereſting, and 


comprehenſive Sentence, remains ſtill to 


-That it expreſſes a 
reaſonable Obligation upon every hu- 


man Creature to adore with conſtant 
Praiſes and Thank ſgivings the Almighty 
Creator, is what I 3 


= *2dly, To  coniler 


How great and unlimited, ad yet how — 


totally undeſerved, is the Beneficence of 
bur adorable Matter! It diffuſes itſelf 


E . from 
T Epheſ. i. 3. 


Ciſtern, into a thouſand Rivers of ſweet 
Refreſhment and Delight. All Nature 
partakes of this inceſſant Bounty and 
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50 Cod the Author of [Ser. II. 


from one copious and inexhauſtible 


ſmiles Applauſe. The ſalutary Streams 


i 


_ cred Altar, the reaſonable Incenſe of 


trans fuſe through whole Kingdoms, com- 
| municating Happineſs all the Way .— 
Not only the the Valleys exult, and the 
« little Hills rejoice on every. Side,” but 


the, boundleſs and immenſe Creation i is 


taught 3 laugh and ſing. And ſhall 
Man then, who has as much more ſub- 


ſtantial Reaſon to rejoice, as a rational 


excels an irrational, an immortal a mor- 
tal Nature; ; ſhall he, the diſtinguiſhed 5 
Favourite of God, neglect to magnify 
and applaud the Giver of all good Giſts, 
the Author of all precious Mercies ? 
Shall-ke be ungratefully filent Morn or 


Even, and not waft up to Heaven's ſa- 


Worſhip, Thankſgiving, and Praiſe? Then 
will 


Ra 
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will this. Voice of the whole Creation 


loudly reproach him: then will univer- 
Tal N ature condemn his Ingratitud er 


The faſhionable and genteel Scoffer of 
Religion, will doubtleſs ridicule the up- 
lifted Hand, or bended Knee; and no leſs 
Jocoſely than politely: term this the me- 
lancholy Trade of Prayer, and that the 
enthuſiaſtic Rant of Praiſe. But let us 
never, my Brethren, by any Means, be 
prevailed upon to diſgrace: the leaſt Part 
of our dignified Nature, much leſs forego 
the pureſt and moſt ſublime Enjoyments 
of it; let us not forfeit this moſt merci- 
ful, moſt ennobling Privilege of converſ{- 
ing with Him who made us; let us not 
deſert the worthieſt, and by far the moſt 
important Cauſe that we have in Hand, 
and turn Traitors to our bleſſed Maſter's 
Z Service, for all the malignant Darts that 
4 s 10 8 Nupid Raillery can e Rather let us 
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32 Cod die Author of Jer. II. 


euarneſtly endeavour to reclaim, and truly 
compaſſionate, the poor graceleſs Sinner, 
tho' v cloathed in Purple and fine Linen, 


and faring ſumptuouſly every Day. But 


never let us defiſt from a Purſuit of our 
oven Intereſt, nor, like Cowards, be de- 
terred from a Performance of our Duty 


to the greateſt and beſt of Beings, by the 


Force of a ludicrous Expreſſion, or the 
Riſque ofa formidable Sneer, 


Yu Numbers ; * ſacred Hiſtorians have 


employed their Pens in extolling the 


Glory, and honouring the Service of the 


Lord Jehovah. But the King of Iſrael 
in particular, (Who was perhaps a greater 
Man than ſome of our modern Rebels to 
the King of Heaven,) was ſo far from 
diſdaining the humble Poſture of Prayer, 
or the reaſonable ;Acknowledgment of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, that they ſeem 


* Alluding to the Caſe of tig Rich Man, mentioned Luke xvi. 19. 
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| Ser. II.] all ſpiritual Graces. 53 
to contend for Pre- eminence in his 


© Strength of our Salvation. 
ee en lis Pręſence with T, hankſgiving: 


choiceſt Affections. When he would 
pour out the Fullneſs of his Soul in 
Prayer, how humble, fervent, and fincere 


are his Sentiments! And when he would 
celebrate the Name of God in Praiſe, 


how. animated, pathetic, and ſublime! 
He breaks out into the utmoſt Ardor, 


and Extacy of Delight, when he invites 


us to a Performance of theſe divine 


Duties. With a real Regard to the for- 


mer, he ſays, f O come, let us worſhip, 
and fall down: and kneel before the 
« Lord our Maker. For he is the Lord 
„our God: and we are the People of his 


Paſture, and the Sheep of his Hand. 
And with as much Reſpect to the tier: 


he cries out, T. O come, let us fi ng unto 
* the Lord: 15 us heartily rejoice in the 


Let us come 


E 


an d a 
| + Pra, xcy, 1, 2; 2s | 


+ Pla, XCY, 6, 7. 


* und ew ourſelves glad in him with 
* Palms, For the Lord is a great God: 
and A gredt King above all Gods,” And 


end cull upon his Name: tell the People 
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was eminently ſtyld © te Man after 
ing and imitating ſo worthy a Pattern? 


Furſuit of that en which the 
Os | r | Lord's 


8 - , * 


fa. cv. 1. .. I. Pla. Ixix. 31. 
6 a | FB 


„1 God the Author of (ser. Il. 


again, 9 O give Thanks unto the Lord, 


* whit Things he hath done. O let your 
Songs be of him, and praiſe him; and let 
« your Talking be of all his wonderous 
© Works. And in another Place, for 


” 3 a Prince, who 


God's aun Heart.“ And ſhall we- ri- 
dicule and diſdain, inſtead of honour- 


Shall we preſume, to treat with Con- 
tempt, or be ſiupidly indolent in the 
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Ser. II.] all Firitual Gat, 5 iS 


Lord's anointed and peculiar. Favourite, 
which all ſacred and inſpired Writers, 
and the beſt Men in every Age of the 
World, have eſteemed the nobleſt Pri- 
vilege, and trueſt Pleaſure of their Lives? 
What, ſhall it be accounted blind Zeal, 
or wild Enthuſiaſm, to celebrate that 
omnipotent Being, who preſides over 
Heaven and Earth? To glorify that gra- 
cious Power, which preſerves, ſupports, 
and conducts us through every Stage of 
Life? Shall it be deemed a contemptible 
Buſineſs to aſſert the Honor, or adore the 
Mercy of a Redeemer's Name? Terrified 
with the Apprehenſion of the Fool's of- 
= - robrious Banter, or the proud Man's con- 
temptuous Look, ſhall we neglect to implore 
and magnify that Grace, which leads 
us to every Degree of Virtue, and re- 
1 ſtrains us from all Manner of Vice? 
3 Shall we leave it to the loweſt Claſs of 
E Mortals to worſhip tranſcendent God 
=_ .. | E 4 ne ſs 


| 36 God the Author of Jer, It, 
neſs, and admire conſummate Perfec- 
tion? Is it an Engagement calculated 
only for the Mean and Groveling to aſ- 
cribe Honor and Glory to the moſt High 
God; for the put ilanimous only to reſt on 
his Almighty Arm ?*—Such interrogatory 
Suppoſitions as theſe, O God, in them- 
{elves alone, found like Blaſphemies to 
thine hallowed Name. With abſolute 
and indignant Oppoſition to them all; 
may it be one main Part of our ies, 
my Beloved, to praiſe God with our 
Mouths, and another, to glorify him with 

| . pur Actions! May we ever eſteem it our 
moſt real and refined Pleaſure to con- 
template the glorious Emanations of the 
=. eternal Mind; to revere and extol the 
| | amiable. Author of all that is fair and 

| good, the liberal Beſtower of all that 

is proßtable and convenient; to pay 
1 our reaſonable Tribute of Adoration, 
Thankſgiving, and Praiſe, to our common 


a N Creator, 


* — — — 
„ £7 : 
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Ser. II. ] 


Creator, Preſerver, and beſt BenefaQor! 


May we particularly magnify and adore 


all ſoiritual Graces. 57 


the Name of the Lord our God for that : 
moſt ineſtimable Mercy in the Redemp- 


tion of our precious Souls by Jeſus Chriſt! 
May we offer up our ſincere and inceſſant 
Thanks for that ineffable Privilege vouch- 
ſafed unto us in the Aſſiſtance of his Holy 


Spirit! And may the bleſſed Hopes, 


which He has given us of the Pardon of 
our Sins, and of that everlaſting Glory, 


which no Sin ſhall ever interrupt, be our 
Support and Comfort here, and ſealed 


to. us for ever in a joyful Aſſurance 


hereafter! 


All this I pray God grant, for the Sake 
and through the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus 


our Saviour; to whom, with the Holy 


= Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is unutterably 
SE due, all Honor, Glory, : Thankſgiving, 


and Praiſe, both now and for evermore, 


| Amen, 
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1 Joux 
And ſent his Son te 
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KMO'N m 
On the Nativity and Life of Chriſt, 
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1. JOHN iv. 10, (latter Part) 


' AND SENT His SON TO BE THE PROPI- 
'. _. ._.TIATION FOR OUR SIN. 


HAT gracious Words are theſe! 
7 *.. Surely they muſt excite the moſt 
ervent . Gratitude and Affection in the 
Heart of every true Believer. They 
convey to us News of the higheſt Mo- 
ment, and (without an Hyperbole) the 
| beſt that Heaven ever ſent upon Earth. 
| —— How remarkable is the Love of God 
to Mankind in general! With what Luſtre 
does it ſhine forth in a numberleſs Va- 
riety of Inſtances! How ſenſibly do we 
| Experience it throughout the whole Race 
| es of 


—— 


— 92 — > 


n 


e , eee e eee A . —— 2509 ef IN” "Ws" — 


g vr obo Sail an CD I Rab on ey 
1 


; 


Torch of heavenly Love: That burns 
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of our Lives! And, which renders it 


abſolutely beyond a Parallel, without 


r r 


the leaſt Deſert of ours, or any Equiva- 
lent that our utmoſt Abilities can make. 


& Herein is Love,” ſays the Apoſtle, in the 


Words preceding the Text, not that 


& we loved God, but that he loved us.” 


There dwells in Him a free, diſintereſted, 


general Love, The varied Marks of his 


Goodneſs that we ſee in every Part of the 
Creation, the viſible Diſpenſations of his 


Providence, and our on Capacities of 


the Enjoyment of the good Gifts of Hea- 5 


ven, are all ſo many clear Demonſtrations 
of this grand Truth. And they are Ar- 
guments that naturally dilate and expand 1 
the Soul, and tend to fix. her Affections 


on the divine Author of all that is ' good Y 
and amiable, r | = 


But he 8 lights up to us a new 
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with one conſtant and eternal Blaze: 


1 | That diſſipates every Cloud that hung 


over the heathen World, and intercepted 
the wiſeſt Philoſopher's penetrating Sight. 
Reaſon and Philoſophy were but feeble 
Twilights, in which the moſt ſkilful and 


plexed. But by the Help of This Light 
the bright Manſions of eternal Glories 
are unveiled, and Life and Immortality 
diſcovered to the Eye of Faith. Before 
This was kindled, the diſtreſſed Sinner 
could find out no Expiation for his Of- 
fences, but only ſaw himſelf expoſed to 
the ] Penalties of a violated Law; and read 
that dreadful Declaration. denounced 
againſt him, the Soul that finneth it ſhall 
die, with this miſerable Conſtruction, 
—die everlaſtingly; | without Hopes of 


any neee of the N Dogwoe: 
= But by 
= who falls may Hſe again: emerge 2 * 
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a State of horrid Darkneſs to reviving 


Light; from the Bonds of Sin and Wick- 


edneſs to the Privilege of Grace and 
Virtue; from preſent Woe to everlaſting 


Bliſs. REDEMPTION is that ſacred Mo- 
nument, to which the Light of the 
Goſpel leads us, on which is indelibly 


engraved thoſe Tidings of inexpreſſible 


Comfort to all Believers, + * Unto you is 


* horn a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lora,” 
Here, O beneficent God, how does thy 


ſuper-eminent Goodneſs break in afreſh 
upon our Souls! How does this ſingle 


Inſtance of it riſe ſuperior to all others 
that we every Moment experience! With 


what Aſtoniſhment, Joy, and Gratitude, 


my Brethren, ſhould we admire it! And 


with what Praiſes and Thankſgivings 


ſhould we venerate that ſingular Wiſdom, 
which from the Beginning authorized the 


Meſiahs Reign, and 08. now bleſſed 
and 


As 1 + Luke ji. 17. 


Ser. 11. Life of Chrift. OP 65 
and honored it with the moſt ſalutary 
and righteous Laws! which, foreſeeing 


from the very Foundation of Nature 


* are Mercy and Truth met together!“ 
thus * have Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſſed 
teach other.“ The Mercy and Good- 
neſs of the Almighty, through the Merits 
of a Mediator interpoſing in our Behalf, 


Peace of Man. 


N Boundleſs, incomprehenſible Love! 


preſent Meditations, (wherein the ſtrong⸗ 


„Pf. Ixxxy, 10. 


that in Adam all would die, no leſs gra- 

ciouſly than miraculouſly contrived how 
in Chriſt Jeſus all ſhould be made alive. 

Thus, in the Senſe of the holy Pſalmiſt, 


are reconciled with his Truth and Ju- 
Nice; and a firm Union is eſtabliſhed be- 
twixt the Righteouſneſs of God, and the 


Diſplayed here in its fulleſt Glory! Let 
it not only be the pleaſing Subje& of our 


eſt ae of my Pen will be far too 
£ _ feeble 
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feeble to do Juſtice to its Merit) but may 
it henceforth be the Topic of our fre- 
quent Diſcourſe ! For Heaven's Sake let 
us not bluſh to aſſert, vindicate; and em- 
{ brace the higheſt Honour that belongs to 
us: that of being enrolled in the Family 15 
of Chriſt: Let us not be aſhamed to de 
Clare to all Nations the Author of our 
facred Profeſſion; to confeſs before all 
Ranks of Men the great Maſter of the 
Chriſtian Name. But let us ever rejoice 
in this exuberant Kindneſs of the Lord, | 
and exert all the Faculties of our Souls 
in celebrating - that Mercy which re- 
— deemed 8 9 5 
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5. Obſerve the progreſſive Method of this 
" great Myſtery of Redemption being gra- 
dually unfolded to the World. It was 
firſt communicated to our general Pa- 
rents, ſoon after their Innocence was 
loſt, f in that figurative Expreſſion to the 
«| 432 E. verpent, 
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Serpent, * ,* 7 will put Enmity between 
«© thee and the Woman, and between thy Seed 
«and her Seed: it ſhall bruiſe thy Head, 


and thou ſhall bruiſe his Heel,” It was 


more than once confirmed to Abraham, 


the Father of the Faithful; was repeated 


to the Patriarchs; after that, was ſymbo- 


lically repreſented to the Jewiſh Nation 


in all their Types and Ceremonies; and 


© Aftill more clearly diſcovered in the Pre- 


dictions of the Prophets. What a noble 
Climax is here! It wants but one Step 


more to make it perfect and compleat. 


And this the Evangeliſts all conſpire to 


give & in the beſt and moſt valuable 


Hiſtory that was ever wrote. There we 
have a clear and ſatisfactory Account 


(in which theſe holy Men are perfectly 


unanimous) of the Birth, Life, Death, 
and Ręſurrection of our Redeemer, — 


N Revelation 


* Ge. n ii. 15. 


Thus _— be traced the: Proceſs of 5 
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” Ago * 
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Revelation from a ſmall Point, encreaſing 8 


with every riſing Age, till it attains to 


its full Magnitude, —is accompliſhed and 


= GENTLE! in Chriſt the Lord, 


| - Aſtoniſhing, 15 equally. painful muſt 


be the Reflexion to every charitable 


Chriſtian, to think of the inveterate In- 


| credulity of thoſe unhappy People, now 


diſperſed over the Face of the Earth, 


who ſtood inflexible againſt the ſtrong- 
elt Arguments; — Arguments that were 


N poured upon the Ear through a thouſand 


Eye by a Chain of inconteſtible Proofs. 


Alas! As their Hearts were hardened that 
they could not underſtand, ſo were their 


Ears heavy that they could not hear, and 
their Eyes darkened that they could not 
ſee. In Confirmation of their fatal Error, 
and in Oppoſition to all ſtupid Infidelity 


or Deiſm. let us now more particularly 


conſider 
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conſider the Progreſs of the divine CEco- 
nomy in effecting the moſt merciful 


Buſineſs of the Redemption, as it is diſ- 
played in the Natzvity and Life of Chriſt, 


3, When the memorable Period was 


arrived, which was to baniſh out of the 


Chriſtian World all Darkneſs, Anxiety, 
and Doubt, and introduce Light and 


Peace, and a full Conviction of Immorta- 
lity in their Room, then did Heaven 
unbar its golden Gates, and the Prince 


of Peace, deſcending from his royal 
Throne, diſdained not to veil the Splen- 


dor of his Divinity in a Body of Clay: 


When he took upon him to deliver Man, 
he © abhorred not the Virgin's Womb.“ 


Then did the Son of the immortal God 
become an incarnate Saviour for the 


Sons of mortal Men. The holy Child 
Jeſus, more conſpicuous in Dignity than 


any of the * Hoſt, nay than all the 


F323 Principalities 
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70 On the Nativity of 
Principalities of Heaven united, deigned 
to quit the Boſom of his Father, and was 
wrapped in ſwaddling Cloaths; ſubmitted 


Enn Tim, lit, 19. 


[Ser. III. 


to.relinquiſh the heavenly Manſions, and 
was laid in a ſordid Manger. What a 
matchleſs Inſtance of Philanthropy is 


this! What a Miracle of condeſcending 


Love! It flattens the fineſt Rhetoric; 


above all Thanks and Praiſe, We find 


the moſt | pathetic Celebration of this 


1 Earth; 


31 Ia, OPEN 13. 


1 great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſt 
te in the Hleſb, (and which, though at a 
remote Proſpect, perhaps comes neareſt 
to a due Acknowledgment of ſuch unex- 
ampled Mercy) diſperſed throughout the 
Writings of the incomparable Prophet. 
In one admirable; Paſſage (ſpeaking of a 
| Redeemer being ſent for a Light to the 
Gentiles) he exclaums with Rapture; 
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deeming Love. He is overwhelmed in 
Extacy- All Expreſſion fails him. And 


he invokes both Heaven and Earth to 
join their Aid, and relieve his laboring 
In another Place alſo he has the 


Breaſt. 
e ved fine Apoſtrophe; * Sing, 0 
«ye Heavens; for the Lord hath done it 


© ' ſhout, ye lower Pitrts of the Earth: break 


” forth into ſinging, ye Mountains, C Foreſt, 


“ and every Tree therein: for the Lord hath 
© redeemed Jacob, and glorified himſelf in 


10 Iſrael.” This is a noble Figure, and 
imp. es that even Things inanimate, 


could dren be" ſenſible of . 5 800 en- 


4 


| 5 Ifa, xliv. 27. 


Life of Chrift, 71 
% Earth; and break forth into ſinging. O 
& Mountains: for the Lord hath comforted 
* his People, and will have Mercy upon his 
4 Afhfed.” Here this inſpired Genius 
ſeems to be at a Loſs how ſufficiently to 
magnify the extenſive Goodneſs of Re- 
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gaging Benefit, ſhould teſtify it by their 
loudeſt Aeclamations of Praiſe. | 


We learn from another ſacred: Hiſto- 
rian, that when this tranſporting Scene 


was firſt exhibited, the Angels of God, 


who were themſelves diſintereſted in the 


Deliverance, rejoiced in the Proſpect of 
thoſe innumerable Privileges it confer- 
red on Man. For ** ſuddenly there was 
— ' with the Angel a Multitude of the heaveniy 
N Ho oft, praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory be 


to God in the higheſt, and on Earth Peace, 


* good Mill towards Men.“ Yes, at that 
Time, all Heaven rung with Jubilee: 
And Heaven's propitious Luminaries dif- 


fuſed their iner Influence: The 


vaulted Sky Was Teplete with ine 


Muſick, and rel ounded | Hallel ujahs tO the 


5 great Creator; The Morning- Stars ſang 
Lis * tagether, and all * Sons WY God Nhouted 


45 for 


t Luke =. 13, 14. . 
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Ser. III.] Life of Chriſt 73 | 
* for Joy.” And ſhall, Man then, vile, 
ungrateful Man, for whoſe Sake. alone 
this Peace was ſent upon Earth, and to 
whom this good Will is principally re- 
ferred, ſhall he neglect to give Glory 
to God in the higheſt,” and to pour out 
his Soul in Praiſe before him? Sure ly 
No! Had any of the angelic Choir, even 
the loweſt Attendant in the Court of Hea- 
ven, been diſpatched by his ſacred Ma- 
jeſty on ſuch an Embaſſage, it would have 
juſtly required the utmoſt Tribute of our 
Hearts and Lips. The warmeſt Acknow- 
ledgments of them both would have been 
too cold to receive it. But inſtead of ſuch 
an Ambaſſador (honourable as he would 
have been) when we reflect that the only 
begotten Son of the Father himſelf de- 
ſcended with the Olive-Wand of Peace, 
and preſented to us the gracious Over- 
tures of Pardon and Reconciliation, being 
ſtripped of his heavenly Splendor, and 
cloathed 
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3 a. 


2 —— — — 


„ On the Nativity an! Ser. III. 


cloathed in the Tnfirmities of Mortality, 
—ywe muſt be utterly loſt in Love, Joy, 
and Admiration: *'* The lame Man muſt 
*« leap as an Hart, and the Tongue 8 the 


Bo Dumb mult j Jong . 5 
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d As the NATIVITY. of Chriſt. is 
the firſt viſible: Step towards our Re- 
demption, (unto all his faithful Adhe- 
rents ſatisfactori ly verified in the Goſpel, 
and againſt all his obſlinate Opponents 


ind iſputably proved by every Prophecy 


in the Old Teſtament, concerning his 
Advent, finding an exact and perfect 


Completion in the New) ſo may we take a 


fill further View of it as it is illuſtriouſſy 


diſplayed in his immaculate LIFE. 
This alſo the ſame Evangelical Hiſtory 


affords us an agreeable Deſcription of. 


It is that beautiful and tranſparent Glaſs 
the Apoſtle mentions, wherein + te we all 


vit 


V Iſa, xxxv. 6 1 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
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Ser. III.] 8 Life of Chrift.. 9 ol 
« with open Face, beholding the Glory of the 
Lord, have a! gracious Opportunity 
(by imitating! his ſpotleſs Example) of 
being changed into the ſame: Image, from 
Glory to Glory, even as by the Spirit of 
e the Lord;” by the Aſſiſtance of that 
Divine Spirit, who alone renders us ca- 
pable of embracing the Benefits of the 
Goſpel in ſuch a Manner, as that we 
may at laſt receive the Re ward of eters 
_ Py” SST FR 1 dd af 15 


1 
, 
þ 
\ 7 
12 
„ 
7 
o is 
14 
, 1 
9 
4 
4 N 
5 
4 
1 
* 
i 
1 
F * 
1 
1 
i" 
* 
} 
8 
* 
1 
np 
4 
4 
* 
12 
22 
7 
i 
Y 
| 
% 
* 
4 
[+ 
, 


When the Fame 8 our Redeemer had 
ed the Ears of the celebrated Bap- 
tiſt, the latter, anxious to arrive at a Cer- 
tainty whether he was the true Meſſiah 
or not, (or perhaps rather for the Satis- 
faction of others) diſmiſſes two of his Di- 
ſciples with this Meſſage, + * Art Thou he 


*. that ſhould come, or do we look for another?” 
Art Thou that great and glorious Per- 
Tonage, whoſe Appearance, according to | 
Prophecy, | 


+ Mat, xi. Jo 
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Prophecy, was about this Time univer- 
ſally expected by thy People Iſrael, be- 
fore whom I have had the high Honor to 


be ſent as a joyful Harbinger, and who 


art now come to enlighten thoſe who lie 
involved in Darkneſs, and the Shadow 


of Death? — The Anſwer our gracious 
Lord condeſcended to return is evin- 
eing and conciſe. It appeals directly to 


Senſe and Reaſon. I Go and ſhew John 
* again thoſe things which ye do hear and 


% ſee: The Blind receive their Sight, and 
* the Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, 
* and the Deaf hear: the Dead are raiſed 


% up, and the Poor have the Goſpel preached 


* unto them. And bleſſed is he, whoſoever 


«ſhall not be offended in me.” The Life 


of the Son of God was a conſtant Scene 
_ "of miraculous Beneficence; of which this 


Anſwer to St. John is one glaring Proof. 


lo can we ſcruple his ſupreme Miſſion 


* 


Mat. xi. & 52 6. 
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and Authority, after ſuch diſtinguiſhed 

and unparalleled Evidence? How en- 

tertain the leaſt Doubt of his being an 

. Ambaſſador from Heaven, even from the 

Boſom of his Father, when he was quali- 

fied to produce ſuch powerful and amaz- 

ing Credentials? How ſuſpe& him to be 

any other than the Lord of Nature, when 

he was able thus to alter and ſuperſede 

its Laws? Facts like theſe are accom- 

panied with ſuch irreſiſtible Force, that 

the declared Enemies of Chriſtianity 

were not able to withhold their Aſſent. 

They were obliged to acknowledge that 

(© no Man could do fuch Miracles excebt _— 

* God were with kim,” How indeed was 

it poſlible to harbour different Senti- 43 

ments? When thouſands of People - A. 10 

were ſupported in a barren Deſart, fed g f 

with a few Loaves and Fiſhes, which 

* ſaw multiplying in the Hands of 
their 
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78 On the Nativity and [Ser. III. 
their adorable Benefactor; to whom 
could they aſcribe the Authority of 
ſuch a Miracle, but to Him who had be- 
fore conflantly ſuſtained them; ** giving 


tem all Things richly to enjoy, and 


« filling their Hearts with Food and Glad- 
n When they ſaw him walk- 


ing upon that unſtable Element, the Sea, 


as upon a ſolid Foundation; when the 
fluctuating Waves at his Command were 


ſtill, and the boiſterous Winds huſhed 
into a Calm; whom could fuch a Power 


be eſteemed but the Maker and Con- 
troller of univerſal Nature, the Governor 
of the World, and all that is therein? 


When the ſightlefs Eye-Ball was purged 
of its ſtubborn Film, and the chearful 
Light of Day ſhed inſtantaneouſly upon 
it; when the Lame could forſake his 
Crutch; and exult with Vigor unknown 
to him before; when new and grateful 


Sounds broke in upon the bolted Ear; 


and 
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and when the Tongue, long confined, 
even from its firſt For mation, was ſet at 


Liberty, and taught to ſing for Joy; 


whom can we ſuppoſe to have ſo aſto- 


niſhingly harmonized thoſe Limbs and 


Organs, but that omnipotent Being who 
firſt ſpoke them into Life; © who maket/ 


« ſore, and bindeth up, woundeth, and his 


* Hands make whole?” ——In a Word; 


when he did not only reſtore the Sick to 


Health, but re-animate the Dead, and 
compel the voracious Grave to make 


Reſtitution; ſurely we cannot doubt that 


God then viſited his People, and proved 
himſelf the ſole Author of Life, by thus 


mercifully prolonging, and miraculouſly 


| | / 


Had Injury and Oppreſſion been the 


Motives of our Saviour's Miracles, we 
ſhould have had ſome Room to doubt 
whether they proceeded from Divine 
Authority ? 


12 * CLAS ron pb ren 
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Authority? But inſtead of this, they re- 
lieved the Body from Pain and Diſeaſe, 
and diſburthened the Mind of Doubt 


and Anxiety, They removed the Mi- 


ſeries, and promoted the W — of | 
Mankind- | 


| The exit Shepherd of Iſrael, out of 


| that ſingular Tenderneſs and Regard, 
which he maintained for his Flock, 
ee ent about doing good: It was the con- 


ſtant Buſineſs of his Life. His coming into 
the World, and his Conduct during his 
Reſidence i in it, were evidently founded 


upon a beneficent Intention. No Pre- 


4 judice or ſelfiſn Views appeared in any 


Part of his Character. His Liſe was an 


original Picture of the moſt diſintereſted 


Benevolence, and the nobleſt Friendſhip. 
It vas his inceſſant Care not only to 
: W in the . of Man a Spirit of uni- 


verſal 
| * Acts x. 23. 
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verſal Harmony and Love, to excite him 


by the moſt perſuaſive Arguments to 


a Performance of good and laudable 
Adtions, and thereby to render his State 
as happy as its Nature here will admit 
of; but more eſpecially to admoniſh 


Sinners of Repentance; to convince 


them that, on this Condition, he would 
plead in their Behalf before the heavenly 
Judge, and obtain for them a full Re- 


miſſion of their Sins, and everlaſting 


Lie after Death,” To ſecure this 
Point was the ultimate Deſign of his Ap- 


pearance upon Earth. It was the "m—_ 


en of ang he ſaid, did, and red. 
Amer Part VIPER to be obſerved 

in this engaging Hiſtory, is, that the Son 

of . God was native Innocence itſelf; 


FJ © did no Sin, neither was Guile found in 
«© his Mouth.” Whatever Provocations 


9 4 
4 «4 + _ 


5 1 Pet. ii. 22, 
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82 On tze Nativity and (Ser. II. 
for Revenge he met with from an un- 
grateful World, no unbecoming Expreſ- 


ſion eſcaped him, no injurious Return 
ever ſullied the Purity of his Godhead. 


But * * when he was reviled, he reviled not 
% again: when he ſuffered, he threatened 
i not.” — The aftive Graces alſo, as. well 

as paſſive, accompanied and adorned his 

whole Life. That Law, the leaſt Breach 
of which condemns without Mercy, He 
was actually ſubject and obedient to. 
This is an unſpeakable Beneſit to a ſinful 
and depraved World. For his all- meri- 


torious Righteouſneſs ſhall be imputed to 
His faithful Servants, and his perfect Obe- 


dience to their ſincere, though weak and 
defective Services. An Apoſtle, than 
whom none was ever a greater Advocate 


for the- Chriſtian Religion, verifies this 
Truth. T. For as by one Man's Diſobe- 
of dience many were made Sinners, jo by the 

4 5 Obedience 


1 pet. ii. 33. 4 Rom. v. 19. 
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« Obedience of one jhall many be made Righ- 
* teous.” And again; T. He was made 
© Ander the Law, to redeem them that were 
* under the Law, that we might receive * 
LL n of” Sons.” 


The id aud dds Notice of 


in the Life of our bleſſed Redeemer, is, 


that he gave us a new and everlaſting Cove- 
nant, That Part of the Moſaic Diſpenſa- 
tion, which conſiſted in painful Rites, and 
(if we exclude the divine Sanction) mere 
unprofitable Ceremonies, He totally ab- 


rogated; and inſtead thereof promulged 


an holy, wiſe, and rational Law, to be 
obſerved. and revered for ever by the 
Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith. Thus 
* hath he obtained a more excellent Mini- 
« ſtry, by how much alſo he is the Mediator 


* of a better Covenant, winch was eflabliſhed | 


Lg ww better e It is this Cove- 
13 Gal, iv. 4, 5% 1 Heb, viii, 6. 
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On the Nativity of [Ser. III. 
nant which reveals to us the Nature of 
ourſelves, and our Affinity with God; 
which ſhe ws us at once the Force of our 
Obligation to Him, and the Reaſonable- 
neſs, as well as Particulars of our Duty. 


84 


Here the Excellence of our holy Religion is 
aſhining Proof of its incomparable Author. 


We are here not only excited, encou- 
raged, and commanded to depend upon, 


and confide in, the Power of Grace and 


Providence, but we are taught alſo that 


| ſuch a Dependence is but Weakneſs, and 
ſuch a Confidence Preſumption, as is not 


accompanied with an unaffected Sanctity 
of Life. By this ſacred League we are 
bound both to love and tofear our Maker ; 
to reverence his holy Name and his 
Word; and to ſerve him with Conſtancy 


hteouſneſs and in 
Truth. We are required likewiſe to re- 
gulate and ſubdue our vicious Tempers, 
and to nouriſh and improve virtuous 
- Habits, 


Ser. III.] Life of Chriſt, 85 | 
Habits, and good Diſpoſitions. And we 
are alſo inſtructed, admoniſhed, and af. 
ſiſted, under the Direction of that bleſſed 
Spirit, without which our beſt Endea- 

vours will certainly be fruſtrated, to cul- 
tivate all the Graces of the ſocial Life. | 
uch are the Injunctions included 
in that Covenant of * Grace and Truth, 
«© which came by Jeſus Chriſt ;” Injunctions, 
the peculiar Nature and ſingular Excel- 
lence of which fully proclaim that we” 
are taught c 6 211 — 


But ſince it is almoſt impoſſible for hu- 
man Frailty to be perpetually guarded 
againſt all the ſubtle Attacks of Vice, and 
live up to the conſtant Practice of every 
Virtue, there is yet another very material 
1 Privilege attending this divine Covenant: 
vis. that God will accept the Services of 
a fincere and well diſpoſed Heart; inflead 
of an unblemiſhed Innocence, and of our 
TO . general 


AE CT Set A 
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5 general good Intentions and Endeavours 


(weak as they are) inſtead of an abſolute, 
unerring Obedience. And when the 
diſtreſſed Sinner, who has repeatedly vio- 
lated the Laws of God, bending under 
the almoſt inſupportable Burthen of Sin 
and Guilt, becomes truly penitential, 
abhors and forſakes his Vices, and re- 
ſolves for the future to adhere cloſely to 
his Duty, he ſhall, by Virtue of this Co- 
venant, be reſtored to Pardon, and, thro? 
the all-ſufficient Merits of his Saviour, 
be at laſt intitled to thoſe glorious Re- 
wards, that are appointed for all humble 
Fenitents. e Y1 


9 My | the Almiphty God then make 
us truly ſenſible both of this and all 
other Benefits accruing to us from the 
Incarnation of our Lord l- May we 
be equally affected with that ſtupendous 
Goodneſs, which bowed from the Height 
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of infinite Exaltation to the loweſt Abaſe- 

ment, and that moſt deteſtable unwor- 
thineſs which required it !—May we 

from henceforth delight in Nothing ſo 

much as true Piety, and utterly deteſt 

every Degree of Sin! Recollecting that 

it was this alone which involved us in 

ſo immenſe a Debt, as nothing leſs than 

a Power of infinite Dignity could cancel; 

no leſs a Perſonage than God's only Son 

be a Propitiation for. And finally, may 

we be endowed with Grace to expreſs 
| all the Gratitude to our Saviour that we 
poſſibly can, by following the Example 
ſet before us in his moſt holy and imma- 
culate LIFE !-——-AIll this I pray God 
grant for the Sake and thro' the Merits 
of the ſame Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt: To whom, with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed all Honor, 
Glory, and Praiſe, both now and for ever- 
more! Amen. 
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1 COR, ii. 2. 


1 „ 

Fon I DETERMINED NOT 10 KNOW ANY, 
Tryin AMONG You, SAVE Ixsus 

Cnnisr, Au HIM CRUCIFIED. 


F 


' requiſite and eſſential Point to be 


maintained in the Doctrine of Chriſti- 
anity. The Diſobedience of our general 
Parents is chargeable upon their whole 
Offspring. This is a Truth with which 


the holy Scriptures are replete, and 


which they allow us not the leaſt Rom 
to conteſt, A Perſon infallible as well, 
as ingenuous in his Sentiments, (though 


_ diſtinguiſhed 
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92 On the Crucifixim, [Ser. IV. 


diſtinguiſhed for his Piety and Holineſs) 


* left this Confeſſion to all Poſterity: 


* Behold I was ſhapen in Wickedneſs : 
1 _ in Sin hath my Mother conceived 


* me.” And the Author to the Romans 
one that T. by one Man Sin 


* entered into the World, and Death by 
* Sin; and ſo Death paſſed hon all en 
10 Vor that alt have Jl nee,” ONT TNF 


Wray Man's my Conſcience, upon a 


ſtrict and impartial Scrutiny, will find 


itſelf obliged to concur with the Evi- 


| dence of theſe inſpired Men. Let us 


refolutely throw off every Maſk that in- 


tercepts our View to the Heart, this ſecret. 


Engine of all Devices, and we ſhall no 
longer ſcruple the Depravity of our own 
Nature. Niere we ſhall diſcover a na- 
tural Averfion to whatever is Good, and 
rang nee to all Kinds of Evil. 


. #. Pla; li. . + Rom, v. 12. 
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Ser. IV.] On the Cruciſixion. 93 
We ſhall there ſee, a Number of tyran- 
nical and unbridled Paſſions contending 


for Maſterſhip, and, like an impetuous 
Deluge, bearing down all before them. 


There dwells fantaſtic Pride with 1ts ſu- 
percilious Mien, impiouſly diſdaining, 
and deſervedly diſdained by all. There 
odious Luſt figures out its various Forms; 
meditates the Midnight Revel, plots the 
Ruin of unguarded Innocence, or nou- 
riſhes the baſe Idea of hoarding its uſe- 


leſs Thouſands, for the Want of which 
Thouſands periſh. From thence does 
ſavage Malice dart its Scorpion-Sting; 
and fell-mouthed Scandal ſpit all its 


Venom. There the barbarous Afſlaſlin's 


Schemes are invented, and prepared 


for Execution: And there the artful 


Sycophant forms his perſidious Smiles, 
Daggers to the Mind that they betray, 


as ſure as the Aſaſlin's are to the Life 


they murder. 


Diſmal 
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' Diſmal and melancholy i is this deſcrip- 


tive Scene of the human Heart: And 


yet a juſt Repreſentation of its real na- 


| tural State. Involved in this compli- 


cated Diſtreſs, thus prone to Sin and 
Guilt, and ſeeing nothing but Miſery 


and Deſtruction before us, how greatly 


does it become us to be ſincerely thank- 
ful for that ample Proviſion made for our 


Recovery by Jeſus Chriſt! The Ruin 


incurred upon us by Adam was by our 
Saviour totally diſannulled. If the former 
by Tranſgreſſion fell, and entailed Miſery 


upon his whole Race, the perfect Righ- 


teouſneſs of the latter has reſtored their 
Rectitude; and by his Sufferings and 
Crucifixion, he has purchaſed eternal 
Happineſs for his true Diſciples. The 


Almighty ſo loved the World, which his 
on Hands had faſhioned, that he would 
not ſuffer its nobleſt Inhabitant to periſh, 


but thus offered him the gracious Means 
of 
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of obtaining Pardon and Reconciliation. 


He even fbared not his own Son, but 


freely gave him up to be a Sacrifice for 
our Sins. What an awful, what an 
aſtoniſhing Inſtance of Divine Mercy 
was this! Our Apoſtle entertained the 
moſt grateful and exalted Notions of it. 
Tho he had been trained up at the Feet 
of Gamaliel.; tho' he excelled many of 
his Cotemporaries in the Jevoiſi Religion, 
and had alſo made a conſiderable Pro- 

ficiency in the Learning of the Gentiles ; 


yet he was ſo far from glory ing in ſuch 
Acquiſitions, or ſetting any extraordinary 


Value upon them, that he counted all 
Things but Los in a comparative View 


with the Excellency of the Knowledge of 


Chriſt. He wanted not to lay Claim to 
any other Kind of Wiſdom than that to 
which he had attained by becoming a 


Chriſttan, He wiſely determined not to 


value himſelf on any Accompliſhments 


but 
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E" 


"This * Reſolution of. St. paul 18 
a grounded on a full Conviction 


of the Benefits which we receive from 


the Death of our Redeemer: Benefits 


e ſurpaſſing all others, from 


whatever Spring they flow. The Crojs 


is the Foundation of every Privilege 

belonging to Chriſtianity : It is the Sup- 
porter of every earthly Comfort; the Pil- 
lar to all Diſtreſs. And, if attended with 
its proper Influence, it cannot fail to 


unite us in the general Cauſe of true 


1 is — my eka dels to 


244 


al, 1 How gi hs Goodneſs 


+ * God is diſplayed in a crucified Sa- 
viour.— And 


2dly, 
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2dly, What profitable Inſtructions ue = 
ſhould deduce from this ftupetidous 'nnd  - BN 
IE ang of ep per 
iſh; Lei us eonhdes; eb ten eeitpliaginy = 
the Goodneſs of Got ene IN Its a | 
crucified Saviour.” n Fg 
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1 This is dat ie Mage but ever memo · 
rable Scene in the grand Chtriſtiam Ara, 
which ſhould be always open to the Eye 
df the Mind, and to which it cannot be 

too often repreſented, Had this Part 

been omitted in the ſacred Drama, Man 
would ſtill have wanted a compleat Sa! 
viour, and the valuable Ack of Redemp- 
tion broke off unfiniſhed; | But the 
bleſſed Oracles of Inſpiration have given 
1 us repeated and inconteſtible Proofs of 
| Chriſt erucified, Otherwiſe, indeed, d Fa- 
f vor of ſo ſingular a Kind muſt have 
Wee our” Belief. Authors of indu- 
99 H bitable 
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98 On the Cruciſixion. Ser. IV. 
bitable Veracity, and incapable of Miſ- 
take, have aſſured us that the great I M- 
MANUEL, who ſways the righteous 
Sceptre, and crowns the radiant Heavens 
with all their reſplendent Glories, not 

only vouchſafed to he the Meſſenger of 
his Father's unſpeakable Love to Man- 
kind, aſſumed a Body af animated Clay, 
and became ſubject to all its Infirmities 
(Sin excepted;) not only bowed to the 
Yoke of the Law, and ſpent his Life in 
the loweſt Degree of Humiliation and 
Abaſement; but was even treated with 
the utmoſt Indignation, Cruelty, and 

Contempt; nay more, Was reviled and 
perſecuted as a common Male factor, and, 
in that infamous neee irrd on 


ter deteſted Tree. 


Thus He, | 8 1 to the 
een Gradation of the Apoſtle, 
28 thought it not 1 Robbery to be equal. with 

8 God ; 
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* God; made himſelf of no Reputation, and 
* took upon him the Form of a Servant, and 
* was made in the Likeneſs of Men : And 


* being found in Faſhion as a Man, he um- 


0 bled himſelf, and became obedient unto 
* Death, even the Death of the Croſs,” — 
And thus he became a propitiatory Sa- 
crifice for our Sins. Thus did the Prince 
of Life die for his wicked Subjects; 
die even for thoſe Traitors, whoſe Swords 


Aſtoniſhing, unfathomable Abyſs of 


Mercy! Did ever Grace ſoar ſo high, or 


ſtoop ſo low? This is Goodneſs beyond 


a Parallel indeed. It beggars all De- 


ſcription.— Admire, ye Heavens! Be all 


Attention, thou Earth! Exult and give 


Thanks, ye Inhabitants thereof !: Pour 


| out all your Souls in Praiſe for their Re. 
demption; and make the beſt Returns 


you can to Him, who, for your Sakes, 
endured the bloody Scourge, — was ex- 


ono Wa tended 


te 
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— on the execrable Croſs, there 
hung in lingering and exquiſite Tortures, 
—and, at laſt, reſigned to the e 
3 of the Grave. ne atv 


"7" 


of the Moſaic Diſſ penſation, the paſchal 


Lamb, the Blood of Bullocks and of 
Goats, thouſands 


of Rams, or ten thou- 
ſands of Rivers of Oil; could none of 
theſe Oblati 
| fence?——No; they ſtood only for em- 
blematic Types, prefiguring the great 


; Antitype, the Lamb of God, and were 

df no real Effect in the Expiation of Sin. 

Wbat then? Might not the Sacrifice of 
our Firſt-born, the beloved Offspring of 
our Bodies, compenſate for the Sin of 


dur Souls This ren only be an Ag- 


| . b# = qu b 6 


OR OF : ET gravatign 


8 8 Was aa a Expedient 
than that of ſpilling the Blobd of God's 
on Son, to waſh: out the Dye of primi - 
tive Pollution? Could not the legal Rites 


atone for Man's foul Of- 


Ser. IV.] On the Crucifixion,” 10 
gravation of our Guilt, which a juſt and 
incenſed God would reject with Abhor- 
rence. Should we ourfelves then fall 
proſtrate before him, and be ready to 


reſign” our own Lives to ward off the 


Stroke of Almighty Wrath ?P—This would 
be to ſuffer the Puniſhment, not to redreſs 
the Injury. Could all the Saints of 


Heaven, by offering to forego their Bliſs, 
and devoting their cœleſſial Glories to 
the Service and Reſtoration of Man, ſet 
void the heavy Charge? Even this, in 


Commutation for the Jehovah's injured 


Honor.——The Guilt of Man is ſo noto- 


riouſly flagrant and inexcuſable, that 
nothing leſs than a Victim of ineſtimable 


Price could purchaſe Reconciliation and 


Forgiveneſs. He, who exiſted from all 
Eternity; who hung the zthereal Arch, 


and firſt led the Sun out of his golden 


Gates; who out of Nothing reared the 


H 3 __ Mountain's 


parative Light, would be a' trivial 


"Mi 
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 Mountain's lofty Head; and ſet Bars to the 
Proud Waves, of the Ocean; He, who cre- 
ated. Man after his own Similitude, pure 
and-upright; who bleſt him with Peace 
and Plenty, made him Maſter of the 
World before him, and placed him in 


the moſt delightful Situation in it 


He was ſacrificed; for the Work of his 
own Hands; the Diſobedience of his own 


Children: It was He. Who ſubmitted to 
the moſt abject Slavery, that we might 


be made free, to the extremeſt Miſery, 


that we might be happy. to the moſt 
agonizing and ae ne Death, that 
we, might live lor ever. 


FF 


Me have this great E vent deſcribed. by 


the Prophet Iſaiah in the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt, pathetic Terms. Iſe is deſpiſed 


*(ſays that admirable; Writer) and re- 


by | * acquainkes. 
l m. m. 2 6 8. 6. 7, 8, 5. 
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* acquainted with Grief : and we fid as it 
ere our Faces from him : he was deſpiſed 
and we eſteemed him not. Surely he hath” 
*« borne our Griefs, and carried our Sor- 
« rows: yet we did efteem him flricken, 
«ſmitten of God, and afflicted. But he was 
% wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, he was 
* bruiſed for our Iniquaties :- the Chaſtiſe=. 
ment of our Peace was upon him; and 
1 with his Stripes we are healed. All we, 
1 lie Sheep, have gone aftray ; we have 
« turned every one to his own May: and the 
« Lord hath laid on him the Iniguity of us 
* all. He was oppreſſed, and he was af- 


8 ſicked, yet he opened not his Mouth: he 16 
&« brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter; and 


* as a Sheep before her Shearers is dumb, ſo 
« he openeth not his Mouth. - He was taken 
7 from Priſon and from Judgment: and 
«who ſhall declare his Generation? for he 
vas cut off out of the Land of the lzoing : 
* * the Tranſgreſſon of my People was he 
fas H 4 * ſerickens, 


10% On cle Crucifutions Ser. IV. 
te wicked, and with the rich in his 


% Death; becauſe he had done no — 


2 -$ithen, WAS en t er A Ls 


Whet an \ alſefting ui: "Si Wwe 
here! Repreſented in all the matchleſs 
Eloquence of Pity! And the happieſt for 
that vile Apollate, Man, that was ever 
ated on the open Theatre of the World. 
It recanciles. the ſtrict Juſtice and invio- 
nounced, inevitable Deſtruftion © on 
every Soul that doth. Evil”) with Mercy 
and Forgiveneſs of Sins, It makes all 
his glorious Attributes perfectly harmo- 
nize one with another. The Sinner is 
abſolved. and yet the Truth of God 
vindicated. So that it is difficult to de- 
termine whether the Glory of the Creator, 
or the Benefit of the Creature, is more 
, * in tha Croſs of Chriſt. 

Our 


e Fs, "* 
8 Fr. At Sano 
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Ser. IV.] On the Orkcifixion. 
Our Divine Maſter gained a more 


lute Conqueſt at Mount Calvary, than if 


he had firetch'd out his vindictive: Arm, 


and levelled his. Ad verſaries on e very 


Side, For there Death was diſarmed of 


its mortal Sting ; and all the Powers of 


Hell were fwallowed up in Victory. 


And there too were the Bonds of Sin 
broken, and Numbers infinite of its pe- 


riſning Slaves ſnatched from the * 


of Ruin. bong + on A 3 


Thus conſpicuouſly is the Goodneſs of 


God diſplayed in our Saviour's Cruci- 
fixion. He has hereby purchaſed for 
every faithful and fincere Penitent, Re- 
miſſion of Sins, and reinſtated him in a 


Capacity of ſaving his immortal Soul. 
This makes the Death of a Redeemer ap- 
pear to be almoſt the only Circumſtance 


in the Chriſtian Religion worthy of our 


Regard. It is however a Subject of in- 
1 
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expreſſible Importance to Mankind. It 
is the ſweet Enlivener of all our Hopes 


here, and the Foundation of all our bi- 
1 Intereſts hereafter. 


4 


* forgivetn all your Sin: and thus healeth 
« all your Infirmities; who ſaveth your Life 


from Deſtrudtion; and crowneth you 


«with Mercy and loving Kindnęſs. Ni. 


+ © Let every Creature which is in Heaven, 
and on the Earth, ſay, Bleſſing, and Honor, 
and Glory, and Power be unto Him that 


© fulteth upon the Throne, and unto the. 
Lamb, that was ſlain, for ever and ever,” 


{ 


Let us now conſider, 


8 adly. What profitable 3 we 


ought to deduce from ſo ſolemn a Sub- 


4 


g 8 13 0 40 . 4 0 ] 
. 
: 3 : 


* PA. ciii. 35 4 | } Rey. v. 13» 


1 0 _— Würde Lord, ye his Servants, 
and with unfeigned Gratitude adore him 
for all his Benefits! Praiſe him, * © who 
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An and ſo peer an Inas of 


q 8 i . FY 


Firſt: Ma me to Banden that a cru - 


We Lord ſets the Malignity and Odi- 
ouſneſs of SIN in its own proper Light: 
And conſequently it is the moſt probable 
Argument that can be urged to deter us 
from the Commiſſion of it. How brightly 
does the Wiſdom, as well as Mercy of the 


eternal Godhead ſhine in this Appoint- 
ment! His having taken ſuch a Method 
as this to teſtify his Indignation againſt 


Sin, and at the ſame Time to vindicate 


the Honor of his Laws, muſt. ſurely 
induce us to abhor the one, and excite 


our utmoſt Diligence in proving that we 


maintain a due Regard for the other 


Numbers of Inſtances are recorded in 


Scripture of the dreadful Effects of God's 
heavy Diſpleaſure and avenging Juſtice | 


incurred by Sin. Was it not Sin that 


brought 


108 On the Orucifixion, Ser. IV. 


brought all thoſe numerous Plagues upon 
Egypt, with which that unl 


happy Country 


was ſo much infeſted; that ſlew all the 
firſt. born in the Land; and, at laſt, over- 


threw its King with all his Hoſls in the 
red Sea? Was it not the noxious Breath 
olf Sin that blaſted all the Fruits of Ali- 


tio hel profound Politicks and ſubtle 
Schemes 5 ; and brought' Him likew iſe to 
an untimely. Exit? And did not the mi- 


ſerable Death of Herod, and that of Fudas, 
more miſerable ſtill, proceed from the 


ſame Cauſe p But why do I recite only 


particular Inſlances? Was it not Sin 


alone that ſunk Adam and his whole 
Poſterity into a State of Woe? Is not 


* his the only Spark that has kindled e 


ties into the Flames, and conſumed them 


into Afhes? Has it not been the Ruin of 
Republics, and the Bane of Kingdoms? 
Nay, What elſe but this ſame pernicious 


Evil was it that brought a Deluge upon 
2 N. b | the | 
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the World itſelf, which deſiroyed every 
human Creature of except eiglit Perſo Ns, who 


were Servants of God, and Lovers of 


Righteouſne(s?——And- yet what is all 


this. hat is the Deſtruction of a whole 
World, when compared:cvith the Ravage 
it made üpon the Croſs?! There its Tri- 
umph was great indeed! All the united 
Miſeries it has been tlie Parent of, ſince 
its own Birth in Paradiſe, afford not ſo 
dreadful and yet ſo lively a Repre ſenta- 
tion of its malignant Nature, as that awful 


Scene does, which was there exhibited; 
It was there that the adorable Son of God 


himſelf groaned under the Burthen of 
Man's Iniquity. There the holy Jeſus, 
the only innocent Perſon that ever ap- 
peared i in human Form, was ſlain for the 


Guilty: And 'he who knew no Sin, was 
there made Sin for us —Letus therefore, 
my Brethren, endeavour to fortify our 
Souls withthe ſtrongeſt and moſt approved 


aalen. | Armour, 


Py Away wes 


—— ̃ ̃ tr wg; 1 Ag WIL", WIE fn I — eng E — 4; — — — 


EE — 2 — 


* . 
— winery tonne» NN _ * - 2 * wh Corey Py 
— ESRI AE 56 þ + — . 1 ——— 22 Th ora a : 
het 


— * < 36 
Fa «_w_ ld In : 
— Wo ie LE * Cons 
n 8 1 
* 3 * ny 
* 
76 2 . 


"5" 


— 


1 
1 7 7 
7 1 
1 
5 5 Ln 
% : 1 
*. 
2 4 8 
. 
uy 
. uy 3 
4 . 
1298 
Lat 
7 
7 
5 p 
#2 
4 8 
4 N 
. Ls 
11 
7 » 
£ 
r % 
N 4 
- 3 
3 
4 
+48 
I 
JS. 
FT 
. 
14 
? 
K 
SF? 
of 
: = 
þ 
4 
7 
. * 
* 
* 
1 
1 
» "4 
1 
> 
2 
. F 
p15, 
$ 3” 
„ 
7 
XD 
: * 
* 
: 
Z.% 
2 
= 
bo 
: , TY 
5 * 
REY 
13 
. 
14 
N : 
. T3 
* 
Is. 
1 
LA. 
W 
v) : 
15 
4 
1 
3 
K 
ing 
"WH 
* 
R. 
1 
1 
. 
7 
- 
p 
1 
* 
0 
21 
10 
A 
"i 
3h 
SH 
" 
"FP 
7 4 9 
7 


_— = >. = > 23 ä — s «a 
— = mg Wi” 4 rs. r „err = Lage — —yͤ— —— A. 


— 2 


110 On the Crucifixion. Ser. IV. 
Armour, ſuch as Prayer, Faith, and Grace, 
againſt all the open Attacks, orperfidious 
Inſinuations of this | powerful Enemy. 
For though it frequently offers Pleaſure 


in Hand, yet this is not only tranſitory 
and deluſive, but ſuch as is ſure to be 


followed by the moſt painful Reflexions. 
Depend upon it, it is a Viper which never 


fails to ſting the Breaſt that it inhabits. 
And is not this alone a ſufficient Reaſon 


for. reſolving to reſiſt all its winding Arts, 

and guarding againſt a Traitor that would 
involve us in ſo much Miſery? But can 
we forbear beholding it with the utmoſt 


Indignity and Abhorrence, hen we fur- 
ther reflect that it brought down the 


Prince of Heaven from above, diveſted 
him of his ccœleſtial Splendor, and nailed 
him to the ignominious Tree? To which 


if ve {till add the Dread of thoſe eternal 


Torments, which Conſcience opens to the 
| a 8 this terreſtrial Scene, and 
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Ser. IV.] On the Crucifixion, 111 
which will be the inevitable Conſequence 


of unrepented-of Sin, ſurely we can- 


not help looking upon it in this Light as 


Man's greateſt Enemy, and ſhall therefore 
avoid it with utter Loathing, Reſentment, 


and Averſion. 


_ Secondly: Let me entreat you to reflect 
that the Crucifixion of our Lord demands 


a Tribute; of the moſt fervent and affec- 


tionate Gratitude ; to be atteſted by an 


implicit Obedience to his Divine Will. 


Gratitude in general, though it is but a 
reaſonable Duty, and the leaſt Debt we 
can pay for Benefits received, is yet a 
Principle of a moſt engaging Nature. 


And we find it no where but in the ge- 
nerous and well cultivated Mind. This 


is the Soil in which it always takes Root 
and flouriſnes. When a Man of this 


ami able Diſpoſition would diſcharge the 
Fullneſs of his glowing Heart, it is natural 
NIN | for 


— — 
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. L: oblig'd? And how muſt I ever make 
a; ſuitable Recompence?“ ——If an Ac- 


an earthly Bene factor has a Right to ex- 
pett the ſweet Returns of Gratitude and 
Love, how much more are they due to 


Fim, who is the ſupreme Bene factor of 


all; who is our Creator, our Preſerver, 


our Redeemer! What tranſcendently 


grateful Acknowledgments, —ivhat ar- 


dent, what fingular Returns of dutiful 


Affection do penitent Sinners owe to 
Him, who has expiated their Sins by the 


Sacrifice of Himſelf! And muſt not tlie 
coldeſt Breaſt kindle into divine Love 
upon ſuch aRefleQion as this, CHRIST, | 


en the Fountain of all Exiſtence, the 


Image of the inviſible God, expired 


%% on a Croſs:for the Sake of Manp!?ꝰ/ 
10¹ j 


On the Crucifixion, | Ser. IV: 
for him to addreſs himſelf in ſuch Lan- 
guage as this: How inexpreſſibly am 


knowledgement then, like this, is due 
from one Creature only to another; —if 


11 
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Ser. W.) On the Cruc Nxion. 
May the Almighty give us all Grace 


to be duly thankful, as long as we live, 


for this miraculous Inſtance of his Mercy! 
May we for ever praiſe and magnify the 


Bleſſed Name of Jeſus, who, for the Be- 
nefit of ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, has both 
done and ſuffered ſo much! And eſpe- 

cially: may we teſtify our grateful Senſe 
of this his unparalleled Goodneſs by an 
| habitual Conformity to his Will! If we 


pretend' to love him, let us prove the Sin- 


cerity of our Pretence by that only in- 


fallible Rule which He himſelf hath 


given us,—let us keeþ his Commandments. 


Let us not think it ſufficient in Words to 


| profeſs a Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Him crucified, but let us confirm this Pro- 
feſſion by our Actions. Theſe are the 
only genuine Marks of Chriſtian Love; 
theſe are the nobleſt and moſt ſubſtantial 
Proofs of 1 its Veracity that we can pro- 
duce, Let the whole Tenor of our 
I | Lives 


ay 
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Lives then declare the good Diſpoſition 
of our Hearts. And let us make it evi- 


dent how much that moſt amiable Name 


under Heaven, that is given unto Man, 
is the Object of our Eſteem, by devoting 
ourſelves to his Honor and Service. Let 
us not only from henceforth ceaſe to do 
Evil, but learn to do well: not only re- 


nounce Iniquity, but adorn Chriſtianity: 


not only deny all Ungodlineſs, and worldly 
Luſts; but endeavour to live foberly, righ- 
teu ag andy in this evil World, 


4 2 5 | > 4 * *＋ o'% 7 Gr 
SES Ka 1. # 3.3. 3 


Mot the Time ald di. af, it, 1 might 


e enforce the Subject before us as 


an irreſiſlible Argument of Meeknejs, Pa- 


9 wha Humility, and an univerſal brotherly 


1 might obſerve, that the inof- 


1 Conduct of the diſpaſſionate Sa- 


viour, under ſo many ſevere Trials of | 
Scorn: and Indi gnities, ſhould teach us 
10 conquer the Virulence of evil Tongues 
i . LL 1 0 by 
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" Price.” I might alſo obſerve, that a 
proper Reflexion on the Miſeries which 


He ſuſtained (and which formed one con- 


tinued Scene of ſuffering) ſhould” ani- 


mate and ſupport Us under all the va- 
Tious Diſtreſſes, Pains, and Perſecutions, 


that Fleſh is Heir to. I might likewiſe 


take Notice, that the mean and huttible 


State of our Lord and Maſter ſhould cont 
vince us that © Pride was not made for 
'« Man,” and correct our miſtaken Fond. 
neſs for what the World calls Great and 
Honorable,” 'To which I might well add, 
that the Behaviour of the compaſſionate 


Jeſus i is, inall Inſtances of it, a ſhining 
Example of perfect and uncorrupted 
i Charity. 1 might remind you how much 
it is your Duty, in Imitation of this 
GREAT PATTERN of LOVE, not 
only to relieve the miſerable, | to viſit 


the 


On the Cruciſixion. 115 
by Dint of that & ** meek and quiet Spirits 
«* which is in the Sight of God of great 


a © > we. 


God, th 


the Poor and Fatherleſs in their Diſtreſs, 


and by all poſſible Means to promote the 
Happineſs of your oun Species; but to 


extend your Charity to your moſt inve- 


terate Knemies ; to forgive them, from 
hom you have received the greateſt 
Injuries and Provocations,. even as 
rdugh the Merits of Ghrit, hath 
praomiſetd to forgive Jou. 
cammend all theſe, — Parti- 
cularß to be ſeverally enlarged on in 
clude with humbly begging of God t to 
ncline us faithfully / to, commemorate 


your private Meditations : 


the. Death of his Son in receiving the 
Holy Tacke . the te Spi- 


4542 


| ano as 5 may N them nl to 
be entertained at His Table who re- 


deemed them! May we never omit any 


Opportunity of fulfilling this laſt Will of 


our dying Lord! Map we experience it 


to 
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Ser. IV.] On the Crucifixion, 117 
to be a ſtrengthening as well as pious Or- 
dinance! And may it be followed by a 
perpetual Succeſſion of good Works, — 
an endleſs Train of thoſe Virtues, which 
He himſelf both practiſed and injoined ! 


Io whom, with the Father and Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honor, Glory, and 

Praiſe; Love, Service, and Obedience, 

both now and for evermore. Amen.. 
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Now is Chrift riſen from the dead, and become 
the Firſt-Frutts of them that ſlept. 
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Now 18 cunis RISEN FROM THE DEAD, | 


AND BECOME. THE FIRST-FRUITS OF 
THEM THAT SLEPT, 


OW greatly, my Brethren, does the 
Solemnity of the preſent Feſtival 


A from the Occaſion; on which we 


were laſt aſſembled in this holy Place! 
We then related the Tragedy of a 


murdered Saviour; ſuffering a painful, 
protracted, ignominious Death, for the 
Redemption of a guilty World. How 


happily is the Scene now changed! 


changed from Horror, Lamentation, and 


Woe, 


122 On the Refurrettion. Ter. V. 


Woe, to Security, Joy, and Gladneſs. 
For the Lamb that was ſlain, now li veth 
* again,” and is riſen to die no more. 
That 9 ſame Stone whach the Builders 
* once rejected, is now become the Head- 
% Stone in the Corner. | This is the Lord's 
Doing : and it is marvellous in our Eyes. 
« This is the Day which the Lord hath. 
© made : we will rejoice and be glad in it.. 
We will rejoice and be glad in this our 
_ Chriſtian, Jubilee, becauſe our greateſt and 
moſt formidable Enemy, Death, is con- 
quered.—+ © 0 Death, where is now thy 
Sting? O Grave, where'ts now thy Vic- 
% tory? The Sting of Death is Sin; and 
* the Strength of Sin is the Law. But 
* Thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
* Viftory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;” 
through him who is not only himſelf rien 
from the dead, but is alſo become the _ 8 
Fruits of h them that Ow . | 
in 
— iy Ela, exviii. 22, 23, 24. + 2 Cor, xv. 5557 86, 57+ 
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In the following Diſcourſe 1 intend to 


take into Conſideration thoſe. two great 
Arguments to which the Text imme 


diately refers us: viz. 


%. 4 


iſt. The Certainty of the Reſurrection 
of our bleſſed Lord from the dead. And 


 2dly, The Certainty of our own Re- 


ſurrection, as connected with that of 
Chriſt, and of neh His is an inconteſti- 


ble Proof. 


Theſe two general Heads being treated 


on, I ſhall requeſt your particular Atten- 
tion to ſuch an Addreſs, as the real Im- 


portance of this Subject demands 4d ö 


ſuggeſts. 


iſt. Allow me to confirm your Faith 
by ſuch Arguments, as prove the Cer- T 


tainty « of the Reſurrection of our bleſſed 
Lord from the dead, 


This : 


124 
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This is that Part in the great IM MA- 


NUE L's Character, which ratifies, and 


gives a Luſtre to, every other. This is 


a freſh and undeniable Evidence that the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus was in Reality what he 
pretended to be, — even the Lord of 
Heaven, as well as Saviour of the Earth; 


the Son of the eternal F ather, as well as 


* the Propitiation for our Sins.” It is alſo 


a very ſubſtantial Article of our F aith, on 


which reſt ſeveral others of the higheſt 


Importance. For the Re ſurrection of a 
Redeemer was a neceſſary Prelude to his 


Aſcenſion into Heaven. to the Deſcent 
of that COMFORTER, whom he had 
promiſed to ſend to his Diſciples, —to his 


Mediatorial Office at the right Hand of 


God, and to his Returning at the great 


Day of Trial to judge both the quick and 


dead. Theſe are leading Chriſtian Te- 


nets jointly connected, and muſt inſepa- 


rably ſtand or fall. The latter muſt be 
LID 3 their 
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their Fate if we admit not the Reſuttee: 
tion of Chriſt from the Grave. - 


Inſpiration itſelf has given us undoubted 


Teſtimony of this Truth, which was ſo 
neceſſary to be revealed, and the Belief 
of which is ſo eſſential to our Happineſs. 
The ſacred "Hiſtorians have left ſuch 


Circumſtances of its Reality upon Record, 
as 'no ſubtle Invention can evade, no 
ſpecious Arguments controul, nothing 


but mere ſenſeleſs Obſtinacy reſiſt. We 


gather certain Intelligence from theſe 


authentic Writers of the preciſe Time 


when our Lord burſt the Priſon of the 
Grave, and ſprung victorious from the 
dead. They tell us that the Earth was 
then convulſed, and the Guards, like 


the Earth itſelf, trembled at Sight of 


the Angel, who rolled away the Stone 


from the Door of the Sepulchre, whoſe 
Countenance ſhone like the Lightening, 


and whoſe Raiment was white as Snow. 
| And 


But 
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| And they declare alſo that two of his 


Diſciples, at the firſt Arrival of this joy · 


ful News, haſtened to the Sepulchre, 


found the Linen in which they had 


wrapped him, ſaw, and believed. 


But to obviate all Manner of Doubt or 
Scruple with Regard to ſo capital a Point 
in the Chriſtian Religion, and to leave the 


contemplative Sceptic, as well as the rigid 


Jew, or Deiſt, without Excuſe, the Re- 
deemer of Mankind was pleaſed to ap- 


pear in his uſual Form upon Earth, after | 
his Reſurrection, to conſiderable Num- 


bers; particularly to Mary Magdalene, 


his Diſciples, and the five hundred Bre- 
thren at once. To his Apoſtles alſo he 


gave clear Evidence of his having re-aſ- 
ſumed the ſame Body that deſcended 


into the Grave: * © Behold,” ſays he, my | 


Hands and my Feet, that it is I myſelf. 


Handle 


* Luke xxiv. 39. 
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Handle me, and ſee: for a Spirit hath 
* not Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſee me have.” 


And immediately after, for a {till further [1 
Proof of this momentous Article, he con- | 
deſcended to ſupply human Nature by I} 
its ordinary Method of Suſtenance, and to 4 
eat viſibly before them. hi 36 | 


And yet after all this, one of their Aſſo- 


ciates, who happened at that Criſis to be 1 

abſent, remained inflexible to whatever | 

had been advanced in Order to obtain 4 

' his Belief: and declared that he would 
$ not depend upon Report, + * except he ſaw N 
1 the Print of the Nails in his Hands, and | 


hut fas Finger into the Print of the Nails, 
% and thruſt his Hand into his wounded 

«© fide.” jeſus, whoſe Pleaſure it was to 

confirm the Doubtful, as well as confute b 
the Gainſayer, ſeeing Thomas eight Days - 

caſter, with his Diſciples, made him this 4 
1 gracious CS 

+ John. xx. 23. 1 
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gracious Offer, * ** Reach hither thy Fin- / 
46 ger, and behold my Hands ; and reach 


hither thy Hand, and thruſt it into my 
Side and be not faithleſs, but believing .” 
The late incredulous Apoſtle, not lefs 
difconcerted perhaps upon the Reflexion 
of his on Inflexibility, than ſubdued by 
the unexpected Condeſcenſion of his Di- 
vine Maſter, was undoubtedly ſtruck 
with a Senſation he had never felt be- 
fore: He more emphatically diſcovere® 
his « own Perplexity, Joy, and Admiration- 
in one Breath, than it would have been 
poſſible, in any other Words, for the moſt 
powerful Rhetorick to expreſs; lle 
t © anſwered and ſaid unto Him, My 
by ' LORD AND MY S 


Thus does the Reſurreclion of Chriſt 
appear to be a Matter of Fact, eſtabliſhed 


upon the ſtrongeſt Evidence, And thus 


e John xx. 27 1 John xx. 26. 
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is verified that Prophecy of the Pſalmiſt, 
according to the Interpretation of St. 
Peter; * Thou wilt not leave my Soul in 
« Hell, neither wilt Thou ſuffer thine Holy 
One to ſee Corruption.” The Captain of 
our Salvation hereby proclairns to all his 
faithful Soldiers the compleat Victory he 
hath gained over their common Foe.— 
When our ſpiritual Prince unbarred the 
Gates of the Grave, and ſhook off 
the Fetters of Mortality, He then roſe 
erowned with more noble and laſting 
Trophies than all the triumphant Powers 
militant on Earth, united, before or ſince, 
could ever boaſt of. Then Was the con- 
temptuous Croſs converted into a glori- 
ous Banner, and the higheſt Dignity res 

ſulted from that once ignominious Tree. 
Then was all that Malice, ſo keenly le- 
velled at the Deſtruction of « our bleſſed 
: Saviour, utterly defeated ; and out of 

: K the 
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the dreary and diſgraceful Womb of 


Death were produced Joy, and _ 


and 9 Life. Nous 


* Y « > 1 
Y 


e a very wei 1 Sian 11 
* itſelf to our moſt ſerious Attention: 


and which I 6 


e To o conſider That the 


Jeſus Chriſt; is an infallible Proof of the 


Reſurrection of the. whole Sen Race 
conſequent * If 


| This Ea 3 n almoſt 


every Page of the New, Teſtament di- 
realy. refers. In particular, the cele- 


drated Author of the Text frequently | 


teclares the natural Connection that ſub- 


ſts betwixt. Chriſt $ Reſurrection and 5 
ours. For; if the Dead riſe not, 0 " ſays be, 


66 then 


* 1 "WE . 16. 17.0, TA 22. 


a * * [| 4 K as. n „* P * 
b q — E P * ** 5 
7 7 N * a 


Ser. V.] On the Reſurrection. 131 
enen is not Chriſt raiſed, And if Chriſt 
**. be not raiſed, your Faith is vain; ye are 
i yet in your Sins, But now is Chrift riſen 
« from the. Dead, and become the Firſt- 
* Fruits of them that Nlept. For fince by 
« Man came Death, by Man came alſo the 
7 © Reſurrefion, of: the Dead. For as in 
« Adam, all die, even foi in Chri it Hall all 
| de made alive. And in another Place 
7 (introducing the ſame Argument) this 
animated Writer ſpeaks explicitly and 


1 with Confidence; + * JF we believe that 
| « Jeſus died and roſe again, even fo them 
| A alſo which Neeb in Jeſus will God bring 
| * with him.” Another Apoſtle likewiſe 
; bleſſes God, who 1 according to his 
E,. abundant Mercy, hath begotten us again 
10 unte a lively Hope, by the Reſurrection 
Wie” Te efus Chriſt from the Dead, to an In- 
* heritance incorrußptible and undefiled, and 
E that Fadeth not away, Teferved in Heaven 
1 » Thi, ir. 14. 1 r. ip 4. 
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- a. Nay, Chriſt bimlelf, in his 
Oonſclation to Martha, thus pronounces, 
I um the Regfurreckion and the Life * 
« Hethat believeth in Me, tho ne were dead. 
et Rall ze hoes And whoſoever liveth 
RR... - "Gelieveth in Me, Mall : never die. 
Mioſt comfortable, and yet aſtoniſhing 
Aﬀertion ! ! That everthe Particles ofa cor- 
ruptible Maſs, diſperſed i into a thouſand 
different Parts of the Earth, Sea, or Air, 
which have perhaps fometime or other 
conduced to the Nouriſhment of Ani- 
mals of a different Species, or even been 
incorporated, in ſome caſual State of 
their Revolution, into another human 
Being. chat ever thoſe ſoattered Par- 
»ticles fhould be re · collected, and fa- 
mioned into a Form ſuperior in Come- 
| | lineſs and Beauty tothat which they con- 
I Rituted before, even lite unto Chrift's 
: moſt glorious Boty,—is a fupendous, in- 
e 1 comprehenſible 
F „un xi. 15, "Kg 


\ 


\ * 
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comprehen fible Truth. And further: 


that this Body ſhould be re· united to the 
Soul, its old and beloved Companion, 


and both rendered capable of enjoying 


an Immortality of Happineſe, is a Cer- 
tainty equally, amazing and - inconceiv+ 
able. But the Voice of unerring Wif. 
dom hath affirmed it: We may therefore 
exult in the Aſſurance; for we cannot 
be miſledd. And indeed, tho we are un. 


able to comprehend the Manner how 
this wonderful. Union can be effected, as 
being a Problem beyond the Reach of | 
our limited, finite Reaſon, yet that ſame 
| Reaſon informs us, chat it muſt, be as 
_ eaſy for that omnipotent Artificer to re- 
animate a Body, the Materials of which 
are ſuppoſed to be diſſipated thro! all the 
Elements, as it could be at firſt to create 
it out of Nothing, and inſtantaneouſſy 
« breathe into it the Breath of Life.” . 
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But ſay, ſhall all thoſe Myriads of mor- 


tal Beings, like Ourſelves, that have peo- 


pled different Worlds, in a Multiplicity | 
of Generations, ſhake off their leaden 
Slumber, and after Death riſe again to 


Life?—riſe to die no more P- riſe to a 
State of endleſs Pleaſure, or of endleſs 
Pain?—Yes; ® * all that are in the Crave 
fall hear his Voice, and ſhall come forth ; 
«they that have done Good unto the Reſurs 
*'reftion of Life ; and they that have done 
| ow Evil unto the Refurreftion of Damnation,” 


The faithful Children of God, and the true 
Believers in Jeſus Chriſt, they who have la- 


mented under the Burthen of their Sins, 


and repented of their Iniquities, who have 


conquered their Luſts, and lived in chear- 


ful Subjection to the Commands of their 


0 heavenly Father, are all Ot Pr tfoners 9 of 


%% Hope:” They ſhall break the Bonds of 


their Mortality, in which they have been 
long holden, and, at the vivifying Sound 


of 


N 


; - John v. 28, 29» 


RSS 3&0 enn 
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* 


Ser. V.] On the Reſurrection? 13 
of the Archangel's Trump, ſtart into new 


and laſting Extaſies of Joy. The LORD 
JESUS, ho will then deſcend a ſecond 


Time fr om his ceeleftial Throne, amidſt 


ten n thouſand Times ten thouſand Voices 


% * of" 


Angels, will remember 


cheir Fidelity to Him when they were 


upon Earth, and reward them ih Heaven 


with a Crown of everlaſting Life.— 
His tremendous Majeſty, and irreſiſtible 
Power, which will ſcatter 'Trembling, 
Horror, and Amazement thro” the guilty 
Part of the Univerſe, will'only”-conduce 
to'animate the Hopes, ennoble the Af- 


fections, and even augment the Joys of 


his Own People. Upon Them the bright 
Beams of his majeſtic Countenance will 
ſeem to ſhine with more reſplendent 


Glory. Never hath human He ſeen, nor 


| Ear heard, nor is it poſſible even for the 
Mind to conceive what glorious Rewards 
that -adorable: Perſon will then confer 
. 8. MS :- “ 
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| find, no Blemiſh in Vou. Te are im- 


n On oh R Ke 
deemed preſumptupus. to indulge Imas 
gination, and in ſome Degree to anti- 


cipate. their Happineſs, if we ſuppoſe 


Jim. to; teſtify. his Approbation by re- 


ceixing them in ſuch, Language as this? 
Come, ve. dutiful andaffectionate chil- 
den of my Father, and take Poſſeſſion 


« of of your promiſed Inheritance! Gladly 
dg I. introduce [You / into theſe happy 


| 4 . Manſions. ., Je are my faithful People? 


6: 


that have. done me true and laudable 
« -Seryice,1, that, For my Sake, have mor: 


« tified your own Luſts, xeſiſted Num- 


bers pf, preſſing Temptations, and re: 
een many aHurling Sin. I now 


**. macnlate Penitents, cl. 


Aa ed in the 


Blood of your Redeemer.— Ye are 
they who have ſtood the ſevere Trials 
© of Contempt. Indignities, Perſecution, fot 
* the Kingdom of ; Heaven's Sake. 


Lien 1 „ 15 A v9 are 


a 5 rdel Treabateds of Ronnie Ingri: 


«© ſonment, and Death itſelf, in the ſame 
E:CauſeoTe are they, who have once 
pbeen tortured under a Variety of pain- 
ful and lingering Diſeaſes, and yet 
LE never quitted your firm Hold a + your 


**. ſteady Confidence in Me; never vainly 


% murmured at the wiſe Diſpenſations 
4 of your: God, nor charged: Him fooli h. 


1 Ae are they, that have worn out your 


«wretched Lives in the dreary Cells of 
kindred Ills; ſuch as Hunger and Toil, 
Cold and Nakedneſs, Infamy and 
, Scorn; and yet, far from repining at 
* your Fate, or arraigning your Makers 
0 GvErnment, You have ever humbly 
*« /acquiefced"in His unerring Diſpoſals, 


* and with the genuine Spirit of dif- 
4 treffed Piety, adored” his infliting 


ee How often have 1 liſtened to 


« your 
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oſed to all its 


by 


— 
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« « your ſincere Prayers, and holy "Of 
don, ye Sons of Pain and Grief! 
* How: have 1 always, in the greateſt 
Jemptations, ſupported Leu by my 
Grace, and been well pleaſed with the 
7 Heart : directed Offerings of your Lips! 
6 And. tho! it was I who ſhot every Ar- 
* row that pierced Vou, yet all this, You 
4 21 « ſee; was but intended: then: to refine 
*:You of your Droſs, and to preſent 
** You, nom as fit Inhabitants for theſe 
bleſſed Abodes. Finally, Ve are they 
that have ſhone in a happrer and more 
% exalted Sphere; with whom have been 
« intruſted Talents of a ;/uperior Worth: 
8 Le have been richly endowed: with 
* every earthly Comfort, and have been 
N alſo rich 1 In Works of Piety and Bene - 


3 


1 ficence; Je have taken Care not to be 
zu en by the . lying Vanities of Life; 

not to waſte your precious Subſtance 
G in n Oftentation, Lure. and Riot; but 
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© have converted it to nobler and more 
* uſeful Purpoſes :. It has been your con- 


« ſtant Pleaſure to reach out the liberal 


Hand to thoſe Little Ones, whom 1 ſo 


oy warmly recommended to your Cha- 


4 rity: You have often healed the Sores 


10 of my Lazarus, nouriſhed him with 


. your Food, % and his Loins have 
bieden vou, „ You have often dried 


t up the dileon ſolate Widow's Tears, 


”e and 'tau ght the Heart of the Fatherleſs 


1 to forget its throbbing:— Come then, 
ye faithful Stewards in your Maſter's 


% Service, and enjoy the Treaſure Fou 
have here! laid upl-And come alſo, 
« ye that have been weary, and heavy 


16 laden, and here 7ſt from your Labors! 
Come, all ye Servants of Holineſs, ye 


<7 ble ſſed of your | Lord, and enter into 
* my Joy! Come, receive the Kingdom, 
44 W can never, be ſhaken; . the 

LEE [$7 N Crown, | 
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In much a Manger: may we be 

conceive, according to our faint Ideas, 
chat the Righteous will be welcomed into 
everlaſting Habitations. While the ob- 
durate Micled My Mind ſhrinks, at 
the very Apprehenfion of Their miſera- 
bie State while They alas! who have 
been conſined in the dark Dungeon of 
the Grave, like ſome, notorious Male - 
factors againſt the Day of Aſſize, muſt 
be ſummoned reluctant to the dreadful 
Tribunal. How will they tben in vain 
exclaim againſt the falſe Pleaſures of a2 
periſhing Life! How, in all the Bitter» 

neſs of their Souls, curſe its dear bought 
Sweets! Ho condemn their own egre- 
gious Folly in viliſy ing the Mereies ef 
_ their injured Maker, in abuſing that pre- 
* Atonement, which alone could 
ſave 


* 
os atk 
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ſave them, and in madly rejecting the 
Offers of Supporting Grace! Struck with 
the dire Sound of that tremendous Sen- 
tence, Go, ye (Curſed, into: everlaſting 
* Fire,” how will they. ſtare in all the 
Wildneſs of Terror and Confuſion! 
conſigned to perpetual Torments, —ſtig · 
matized with indelible Infamy before 
Millions of Saints and Angels, —ſeized 
with an awful, motionleſs Gloom of 
Guilt.—oppreſſed with a ſilent Horror 
without a _ 


e* 


That I may excite your Diligence in 
ſtrĩving to ſecure a Portion in the former, 
and to eſcape the Miſeries of the latter 
of thoſe two oppoſite States, I now beg 
that You will particularly attend to an 
affectionate and ſincere Exhortation, ſuch 
as the great Importance of the 8 
* and ſuggeſt * | 


ELLA; 


; 
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If the Son of God for your Sakes, my 


Brethren, in the firſt Place, came dow]. 
from Heaven, and \condeſcended to be 
born of a pure Virgin; if He then propa - 


gated and eſtabliſhed wholeſome Precepts 


and Inſtructions, which he himſelf, in 
your own Nature, was pleaſed to exem- 


plify ; if, after that his Life was ſacrificed 


for your Sins, and is now feſtored' for 
your Juſtification; . if you, and every 
human Creature that has ever trod the 
Earth, from the very Commencement of 


Time, when God ſaid, Let us make Man, 


to the ſinal Diſſolution of all Things, muſt 
be convened before an heavenly Judicas 
tory; and if you, muſt There, receive, 


according to your. Temper and Conduct 


Here, an everlaſting Deciſion to Bliſs or 
Woe 

2 certainly is, as I have clearly and unde- 
niably proved. then, for Chriſt's Sake, 
conſider in Time how much it concerns 


--if all this be true; which it 


11 „ - OM you 
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you to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
the preſent World, Think ſeriouſly and 
oft on the great Day of RESURREC:- 
- TION.—* In the Evening, and Morning, 
* and at Moon- Day anticipate the Time, 
when ** this Corruptible muſt put on Incora 
* Tuption, and this Mortal muſt put on In- 
mortality. Depend upon it, it is the 
beſt Employment of your Thoughts,— 
- Conſider impartially what Kind of an 
a Apprarance you are then likely to make 
in that vaſt Concourſe of Spiritual Beings, 
and how you are prepared for that awful 
Cataſtrophe,—- The God of Mercy. ſo 
loved you, that he gave his only begotten 
Son that you might not periſh, but have 
* everlaſting Life ;”—O do not fruſtrate 
this his gracious Intention, and divorce 
your own Happineſs for ever. Your 
Saviour was ſent a voluntary Ambaſſador 
of Peace (being alſo himſelf the Mediator 
? * it) betwixt your offended God and 


you; 
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Do not make his Wounds bleed afreſti, 
and by your repeated Crimes, and con- 


e eee Truth, which ſhould be 


ſelves egregiouſly miſtaken. 
contrary, it is the moſt perſuaſive Motive 


144 on tie Refurreflim. Tser. v. 
you ;—Do not ye yourſelves break the 
Conditions of that Peace, by the delibe- 


rate Practice of one ſingle Vice. Your 
Lord has once bled for your Redemption 


tinued Provocations, put him to an open 
Shame. He is indeed the Propitiation for 


rivetted to your Hearts But be aſſured 
that incorrigible Sinners ſhall have no 


Share in that pure Atonement. The Re- 
demption, which is completed in tlie 


Birth, Life, Death, and Reſurrection of 


CHRIST, is a Doctrine of unſpeakable 


Conſolation to every true Penitent: But 
if you ſuppoſe it is intended to open a 
Way to Indolence or Licentiouſneſs, or 


eſteem it as a Plea for the Wicked to pro- > 


ſecute their Vices, you will find your- 
On the 


that 


Ser. V.] On the Reſurrection. 1435 
that can be urged to an unfeigned and 


ſincere Repentance, to an hearty Indig- 


nation againſt all Manner of Sin, and to 


an obedient and reverential Love of 
your beſt Friend and Patron. He has 
proclaimed his Will in that amiable 
Copy of it, the Goſpel. Attend duly to 


that ſacred Chart, and you cannot be de- 


ceived in what you arè to believe, pur- 


ſue, and avoid, in order to obtain your 
Salvation. Never forget that Jeſus Chriſt 


your Redeemer, was born for your Sakes: 


that he fu ufered for your Sins; was * © * put 
« to Death in the Fleſh, and (as on This 


= Day) quickened by the Spirit: ” But at 


the ſame Time remember, that none but 


- PRACTICAL BELIEVERS ſhall reap 


the Benefit of Redeeming Mercy,— 
Laſtly, and eſpecially, intreat the good 
Giver of all Bleſſings for the conſtant 


Co mmunications of that fame powerful 


L _ SPIRIT, 


® x Pet, iii 13, 


* 


ig 
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find them ſmeoth or rugged.ſcattered 


146: On ile Refürrachian. [Ser. V. 


SPIRET, wich raiſed ub Jeſus from tlic 
Dead. Without HIS Aid You will fail 
in the Exeeution of your beſt Reſolu- 
tions, and your molt vigorous Efforts will 
prove vain and abortive. Pray then in- 
celſaatly for this infallible Guide to 
ſuſtain and conduct you thro' all the 
devious Paths of Liſe; that, whether you 


with Roſes,,or beſet with 'Thorns,—you 
may ſtill gread fafe,—ftill be enabled to 
wall like ſuch. Perſons as prove that they 
have a grateful, and an Heart-felt Senſe 
as bei Ln the ee of the Lara. 


Ta 3 he aſcribed Honor, Glory 
and Praile, Kc. | W . oo 
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And ww abide 


_ 


Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe 
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Charity. 
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greateſt of theſe 


three; but the 
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Fg true Spirit of Chriſtianity doth 


+ E RMO N Vi: 
The True Chri Mian Faith eſeribea, 


* & a 1 


7 


And. now ABIDETH_ Parry, | Hoes; 
| Cnanzry, THESE THREE; BUT THR 
GREATEST OF THESE IS CHARITY, 


S%*S o 
0 5 ; ; : N 


8 


E have here a conciſe, but com- 
prehenſive Account, wherein 


conſiſt. The Religion which the ever 


bleſſed and adorable Son of God came 
to propagate, is deſigned to haye a 
practical Influence on the Minds of i its 


Votaries. And wherever it is cordially | 


received, | that Influence cannot | fail to 9 5 
diſcover itſelf. TO this moſt neceſſary 
Point the Apoſtle calls the Attention of 


i 


1 his 


3 


130 The true Chriſtian [ Ser. VI. 
his Corinthians. They had been un- 
happily. divided by a Spirit of Conten- 
tion and Diſputation; and their Divi- 
ſions led the Way to the groſſeſt Vices 
and Immoralities. Having therefore 
| enumerated a Variety of ſpiritual Gifts, 
which were beſtowed on the faith- 
ful, and baving exhorted them to put in 
| their Claim for a Share in theſe truly 6 
| deſirable Endowments, be endeavou rs 
to guard them from perverting their 
Talents to unworthy Purpoſes, by | 
6 fitwing | them a fill more excellent 
* ' Way.” Fhis excellent Way he ſpends 
the ' whote Thirtcenth Chapter in de- 
ug 0 ſeribing. And what ftrious,—may I 
not add, what ingenuous Man can read 
this Chapter, without feeling a generous, 
La divine Glow of Heart, at the beauti · 
fat Deſcription he meets with of Chri- 


8 | FR ſtian· Love? Here it is declared, that 


Yo” are alt the Lao of FINE: : 
12h" 


Ser. VI.] ' Faith deſbribed. 232 
vrof Grace, if they are planted in a Foy 
that makes not ſuitable Returns for 
rich a Oultivation, Practical Religion i 
is, exetrplified in a conſtant and con- 
ſcientious Diſcharge of every relative 


Genuineneſs of our Faith, and the Sin- 


cerity of our Profeſſion. Where this 
laudable Principle of Love is wanting, 


Love to. God, and, for his Sake, Love 
to Man, all our Profeſſion is no better 


than ſounding. * or 4 e 
Rs | e TRE 


He them: hs would: raiſe the te 


: Edifice of true Religion, ſhould take 


eſpecial Care to accommodate himſelf 
with ſuch Materials, as may conſtitute: a 


ſolid and-unperiſhable Foundation; '** left 


 £, haply after he hath begun to build, he be 
OM « not nn.” 3 1 


and ſocial Duty, that muſt prove the 


——— —— ak, —— 


2g is true Chriſtian 
"Thouſands. there are, Mich Minds yet 
| dented by any flagrant Enormities, 


[Se r. VI. 


who ſet out chearfully, and make ſome 


ſtrenuous Efforts towards a Progreſs, in 
the divine Life; and yet, through the 
Depravity of their Hearts, and that Pro - 
penſity to Evil, which is interwoven 
with human Nature, tire in the Race. 

The Reaſon of this is clear, Chriſtianity 
is a conſtant Warfare. It is a doubtful 
Engagement with a numerous Train of 


Foes: The moſt. potent of which' are 
theſe that lie intrenched within our own. 


Boſoms. The World indeed is a ſmil- 


ing Sy cophant, which practiſes upon the 
Weakneſs of Humanity. It allures, like 


the Syren, with its inchanting Sounds, 


and betrays by its inſinuating Arts. But 
the importunate Paſſions of our Nature, 
theſe innate Luſts, and clamorous Appe- 
tites, are the moſt prevailing Incentives 

10 o Vice. Theſe are the perugions © 9 Ene- pi 
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e — Fills eee, 
it ies F our own Houſſiolu, » and which 


threaten us moſt with a total Overthrow. 


Voluptuouſneſs may ſcatter her Roſes, 
and Luxury ſhed her delicious Odours; - 
Iron-hearted Malice! may ſting, or ſmooth - 
Diffimulation ſpread her Snares; Temp- " 
tation may point every Dart; —Vet we 
ſhall ſurmount the united Force of all 


theſe, if we can once learn to ſubdue the 


Corruption of our own Hearts. Hence 


flow the Tues of Life, or Death. Where 
then ſhall we furniſh ourſelves with 
Arms; from what Quarter ſummon our 
Forces, in order to obtain ſuch a glorious 
and compleat Victory? For it is an in- 
diſputable Truth, that of ourſelves we 


are une qual to the Taſk. If we criticiſe 


impartially on the Merit of our own 
Strength, we cannot but acknowledge 


that we'ſtand in Need of a ſuperior Aid, | 


and ſounder Principles, whereon to fix a 


firms x and * Rule for the Conduct of 
{3 our 


164 The true Chriftian Ser. VI. 
3 gur Lives. — Now this Aid, theſe Prin. 
ciples, and this Rule, are graciouſly ten- 

| gered te gur Acceptance in the Goſpel 

of Chriſt, . Here is a rich and invaluable 


Magazine, furniſhed with the moſt pre- 


cious Store. In this ſacred Repoſitory 
are contained the unſearchable Riches 
of the Merey and Love of God; the 
[  tranſcendently gracious Privilege of the 
__ Redemption, by Jeſus Chriſt; anda moſt 
1 comfortable Aſſurance, of the ſanctifying 
8 e of the ever egen N ary 


1 


TR FF. 4 


| My Erith... CY oth e 


Hqpe, and an unſeigned Charity, will 
 faoth every turbulent Paſſion of our 


pr Se en, ON en os LE adn. 


: theſe three great: Chriſhan Graces, I beg 
Leave to recommend to your earneſt At- 
- tention. —1 ſhall enlarge. upon each. of 


them 


Souls, and ſupport us under the moſt 
_ difficult Trials of Life.—A Definition of 


„ 
06370 
FEES. 


Br 


2 
3 258 
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r 
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mem AS. they are <p in „ their Orders 


and are apparently deducible from the 


3 of the Text; Now abideth Faith, 


ene et but thy greeteſ 
1 * _ OPT: et en Ty 


* 


} % 
iS - 4 2 > 1 


th Theyos is not * a Subject the 
in the whole: Circle of Divinity, that has 


* RS. | 
® 4 3 


3 


4 1 


ſuffered more by the deſtructive Heats 
of Controverſy, or been more perplexed = 
by exronequs.and obſcure Meanings, than 
this of Faith May that unerringly wiſe, -— | 
and moſt gracious Being, who directs 

every good Intention, and who alone can 
crown it with Succeſs, enable me to de- 


fine this Virtue in ſuch a Manner, as cor- 


e with the genuine Import of his 


own Language, and as may be canducive | 
to-yaur immortal Intereſts! If I prove ſo 
happy as to gain this Point, my Inten- 


tion will be compleatly anſwered, and 


: 


* 
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Senſe. 


| * A f 


ture 


: * 8 
, 1 * 
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The Word Faith, 1 humbly conceive, 
admits of various particular and limited 
„ in different Parts of Scrip- 
Sometimes it is appropriated to 
the ner of * working Miracles: At 
other Times it denotes + Aſſiduity, Faith- 
fulneſs or Veracity : Again, it implies fa 
bare Aﬀent of the Underſtanding to the 
Truths recorded in the Evangelical Hiſ- 
tory; unattended with a ſuitable Conduct 
in Heart and Life. I mention this Di- 
verſity of its Significations, for the Sake 
of Diſtindtion only, and to guard you 
againſt any miſtaken Notions, in Rela- 
tion to a prime Article of that Religion, 
which you publicly, and, I hope I may 
add, (from your conſtant and regular At- 
tendance in this Place) heartily ] profeſs. 
n e 
t James ad Ch. paſſim. 
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Ser. VI.] Faith deſeribed. 157 
Alt is not my Deſign to expatiate on 
any of the Interpretations above- men- 
tioned; nor to perplex your Memories 
with a Quotation of all thoſe ſeveral 
Paſſages, where the Senſe of the Word 
under, Conſideration is manifeſtly varied 
by the ſacred Penman: as, I think, ſo 
nice and critical an Inſpection could have 
no direct Tendency either to the Im- 
provement of your Morals, or the Edi» 
fication of your Souls. But 1 will en- 
deavor to explain to you the N ature of 
this leading Principle, in its molt uſeful, 
weighty, and extenſive Meaning. 


4 F this fingle 88 runs an 
agreeable Variety of Streams, which ter- 
minate in a fixed Point. A moſt pleaſing 
View that claims all our Attention! In 
the Object of Faith is comprehended 4 


1 
4 
both an Hiſtory, and a Revelation. In 


the former we have one regular, though. 
| direrũßes 


. * 
——— — — 
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as walk. , 


unbounded Profpett; I mean the con- 


derive an Idea (faint as it Nc) < 


Ene 


8 Tui due Chri riftidu I 8er. VI. 
_ divetfified Chain of Accounts, which- 


Bina Paths, till we arrive at à fair and 


ned Procefs of Redemption from 
God's * firſt” diſelohng that gracieus 


Deſign, till its full and perfect Comple- 


tion in Jefus Chriſt: from the letter we 
f whats 
ever belongs to am eternal State of EX 
iftence; borfi of the farpfling” Joys of 


Heaven, the fecure Inheritatee of every 
good and faithful Servant, and of the 
agonizing Miferies of Hell, the ine vit. 
able Portion of unrepenting Sinners, — 


When in the Retrofpect, the Eye of Faith 


beholds the Sufferings of at. expiring 
Lord, the Heart fwells with Adoration, 


0 Gratitude and Love; her it anticigates 


r 


Proſpect, and ſurveys. the bliſsful 
Regions of waeren 


© 
* 
— 1 
8 
$ 


e ee f * Gen. iti, 15. 


„* us through certain intricate and 


* e m with 
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Hope, and is eager to _ itkelf for 
4 Poſſeſſion of that Land, which will 


richly repay all its — Thus in 


one Light, as it looks forward into Eter« 
nity, it'is © the Subſtance of Things hoped 
for; in another, as it looks back on 
3 weder it is“ the Evidence of Things 


2 . =" F N . 
- £ 2 N 7 "A. if wo 
1 
7 


"We have an Inſtance of Faith. 5 makin h 
its early Appearance in the World, i in 
1 « Abel's offering] unto God a more rey 
« lent Sacrifice, than Cain.” . The ſtupen- 
dous Work. of Creation was perhaps at 
that Ti ime the only Baſis it could find to 
reſt upon; and therefore, though : a noble, 
yet a much inferior Support to that, 
which is now clearly preſented to us. 
But as the World grew . and multiplied, 
the Mercies of 2 a beneficent God multi- 


plied upon it. . That narrow * 
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Paths of the ſacred Hiſtory, - be omes 


a dim and imperfect Sight) | rejoiced to 
ſeethe Day ſpring from on high. Under 
the Moſaic Diſpenſation, which was pro- 
| mulged by God's own Authority, and 
inforced by the Sanction of Rewards and 


Puniſhments, the Night grew {till leſs 


dark. And doubtleſs the ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations had each of them ſtronger | and 
more enlivening Conceptions of the glo- 
rious Sun of Rightgouſneſs,” of the nearer 
they advanced towards the Dawn of the 
revealing Day. And when this broke out, 
every fleeting Cloud diſperſed, and every 


other languid Light became quite ex» 
tint; anxious Doubt Was abſorbed i in 
. 1 „ 


1 St. John viii. 56. 


vad at firſt ſo much confined this « * 
lightful View, as we tread farther in the. 


more extenſive; The diſtinguiſhed "= 


ch, the Father of the Faithful (tho! 
at t that diſtant Period he could have but 
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full Aſſurance, and the Miſts of Error 
vaniſhed like the Morning-Dew. Then 
was there one continued Day-Light; one 
clear Meridian-Blaze. From thence Life 


and Immortality ſprung to Light, | Then 
did the poor untutored Gentiles, as well 


as God's peculiar People Iſrael, feel the 
Heaven- directed Influence. Mere Rites 


and Ceremonies were then aboliſhed, and 


a rational and divine Law was intro- 
duced 1 in their Room, LAS c 


Now, a n X wa ſettled Conviction 
of the Reality of all this; namely, that . 
Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal Son of God, is 


that Sun of Reghteouſneſs,' that grand 
Luminary, that ſheds his peerleſs Luſtre 
on our once benighted Land; that he 


merci ifully condeſcended to diveſt himſelf ö 


of all his Glory; deſcended fro m the hea- 
venly Manſions; aſſumed our mortal Na- 


ture; lived, preached, and died for our 


M ä Sakes; 


K 3 aA». 4? . 
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162 The, true Chy Meian Cser. VI. 
Sakes ; that, be ſits now enthroned at the 


right Hand of the Majeſty on high; and 
will at the laſt great. Day of Accounts, 
aſſign to all his faithful and obedient Se 1 


vants an everlaſting Portion of conſum- 


mate Bliſs; and denounce a an endleſs and 


inevocable Doofn « of ee upon. the 


hd HT 1 OF NW 


| is 5 neceſſary, and therefore 


"T3703 


ought humbly to be. implored, in the 
great Work of Reconciliation;—to have 
a full Conviction, I ſay, of all this deeply 
; mpreſſed upon the Mind. is to have A 
TRUE CHRISTIAN Fark. 


| by 14 


pn 2 ich. a. is that F aith 


"which, juſtifies : 'P and for this evident 


Reaſon; becauſe ſuch a F aith alone can 


direct its ſincere Profeſſors i in the Paths 
of Righteouſneſs : and true Holineſs, It 


is 5 the F orerunner of Hope, Charity, and 
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a Faith as this; ne nent the Patron 


age of the higheſt onor in the Chiiſtian 
Syſtem; and that-is= the Honor of 
MAKING US GOOD. Even the ineſtimable 
Benefit of our Redemption by Chriſt, 


and of our SanRification' by the spirit, 


ry 1 * 


ate both cloſely connected with this De- 
fien : For St Paul affirms that „ de are 
i God's 'Workma anſhip,” created in N 


9 efus unto good Morin And he alfG 


tells us that ** the Fruit of the 85 brit is 


% Love, 7o, Peake, 4 long- Sufferiny fig eilte 
«bf, ; Gtodneje." Indeed the w Ab le Te- 


nör of Scripture alis at this" ling e volt! 
Which i T9” not difficult to be accounted 


5 


for, when we confider that, though Faith 


is the prime” Motive,” practical Piety is is 


* 


the only® unexceptionable Proof of true 
Rel ision, and extends through eve ery 
Tart of the Chriſtian Character. If we 
2 M 2 EY rob 
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roh Faith, of this Jewel, we take away all. 


its Worth, and ſhall juſtly be condemned 


for ſo preſumptuous an Offence. 1 For. 


hol 5 8 et no Man Hall fee the: 


PER * 


* = , * 
n G Rinn. x. 


Bus when, we, behold, Faith. ſhining 


and regard it as being. productive of ge-+ 
nerqus and; Praiſe-worthy. Actions; ay a 
true Guide. to every 
Dogs jm 
it the. G zuardian of the Chriſtian Name. 
wo cannot 
forbeer crying. uf Th hou. lovely. Wy, 

diving Pripcigls!—5-=>Thop, tren 00 
+ inſurmguntable Bar rigrof all. Virtue, and) 
| of all Hapyine(s!, Thou Spring af every 
walk De S 
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under the Influence, of God Holy Spirit, 


y divine: and ſocial 
in this Senſe we deſerxedlꝶ ſtyle 
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 toyjeſt the preſling Temptations of this 
vain World; and toconfine our molt pre- 


p b dominant Paſſions within We Limits of 
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that happy Climate, Rom 


venller ſhall ever wiſh to return; and uh- 
Re hinging the Doors of this wang Prifon, 
” burſts opet ys 
SS oa Neil. 
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1 am afraid "a ndeed (I wiſh the Fear 
was groundle ſs) that there are ſome 
ple, elated by warm Affections, and chi- 
merical Ideas, 4 a on Faith alot 


Righteouſneſs 6f raving and a total 
on his Metits, as being 


of thelt own z Wäd Notions theſe ! 


| Mg Body 


which liks an ifiveterate Fever in the 


rn. 


—_ 


—— 9 


' 


„ ————ͤ mr 2 —— 2 ED} r ut 4 PPP 2 — 
. * a 7 — 2 


| 
3 
1 
| 
1 
| 
bf 
1 
ft 
1 
1 
Tx 


— —— — — * 
— 


. 
— cute 7* of oe ee nos — — — — 


——ͤ——̃ ny 
—— 


—ͤ—ũ——) . — 


— 2 


—— 
WEI 


ͤ——̃ — — — 
* * 


* * — 
* of 
* —— — — —— — — P _ — —_ — — 
PH - — — — — — ——— — . ee a nl —— 
a " 5 — — 


* —— —— — 5 
, - ˙—⅛Ä——ñ— ̃¶——A! AE 


98 — Mae. 6 * 


2 R 


— * - Oat be hel WG He ANIL ER LAs» 15 AE ct UA EIS Ss A. 
— — — — — — —— . — — — 
— a 
* x 
* 


The. n Chriſtian, [Ser. VI, 


Body, inſtead. of ſtrengthening and invis 
gorating, weaken and impair the nobleſt 


Faculties of the Soul; and, he that too, 
; conſume as they inflame. 2 


* F ar | diferent Leſſons do we learn fram 
the durable Monuments of Holy Writ. 


Men of unqueſtionable Wiſdom bid | us 


harbor more worthy. Sentiments of a 


Religion ſo pure as ours.—In Objection 


then to this dangerous Extreme, let me 
obſerve that the Goſpel abounds with 


numberleſs Exhortations to an uniform 
virtuous Courſe of Life. 


preſcribes the beſt Rules, and ſtimulates 


by the moſt perſuaſive and encouraging 
| Motives. 2 All the Megrims of Fan | 7 


2 


ciſm, and the idle Dreams of Enthuſiaſtic 


Folly fly before it. In this divine E Book, 


are ſlamped the faireſt and moſt per- 
fectly intelligible Characters. Pity it is 


that abut ſhould ever be miſrepreſented. 


Th at 


J 
: + 
4. 


To this End it 


FE Ser. vi] Faith deſeribed. ö 187 
That parabolical Method in which our 
i3 i Saviour frequently conveyed his Inſtruc- { 
N 4 tions; comparing Candidates for Heaven 
Y with *: Labourers in the Vineyard, r 
3 urging their Care and Diligence, as Per- 
ſons with whom Talents were intruſted 
to be improved, clearly repreſents the 
Chriſtian State in 1 continued Scene of 
Action. But not to deſcend into Parti- 100 
culars; it may well ſuffice to refer you. 
at once to his admirable Sermon on the 8 £4 
Mount, How full and expreſſive i is this 
beautiful Epitome of the whole Duty of 
Man! If the pious and moſt excellent 
Rules contained herein are not worthy 
to be complied with; ; if i it is not neceſſary 
to exert our F aculties i in adhering to them 
as cloſely as we can; why were they ſo 
warmly recommended by the great and 
eternal Law-giver?. Why ſo perempto- | 
ily enjoined as the Conditions of our 
„ O why was there made ſuch 
M 4 Waſte | 


168 The true Chriſtian [Ser. VI. 
; Waſte of all this precious Ointment? 


Surely we cannot ſuppoſe the Dofrines | 
advanced by ſuch a Teacher to be ſu- 
perfluous; or that any Precept could 

proceed, without a Meaning, from that 
unerring Mouth. Nor can it therefore 
correſpond with either Reaſon or Scrip- 
ture to expect Salvation upon the 
Strength of a bare Belief j in this Divine 


Perſon (how ſtrong ſoever may be our 
Pretenſions of Love and Zeal for his 


Name) ſo long as WE perfiſt in an obſtinate 
Violation of his ſacred Laws; Such a 


deluſive Expectation as this would be 


contrary to the ultimate Deſign of his 


Miſſion, and manifeſtly repugnant to the 


revealed Copy of his Will. I appeal to 


his own Declaration; 3 * 7 Not every one 
1 0 that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but 
406 he that doth the Wall of my. Father which 0 


al is 


Ser. VI.] Faith deſcribed. 169 
is in Heaven,” And he reminds us in 
a moſt ſolemn and awful Manner, that 
+ ** the Hour is coming in the which all that 


are in the Graves ſhall hear has Voice, and 
« ſhall come forth; they that have done Good, 
t unto the Reſurrection of Life ; and they 
* that have done Evil, unto the Refurretiton 


«© of Damnation.” No 2 can 2 
more err 


e en nit; Iain, wow en be 
reminded that the Doctrine of the Apo- 


ſtles was in all Points conſiſtent with that 


of their great Maſter. An abſolute and 


perfect Harmony ſubſiſted betwixt them. 
They give us true Notions of this pro- 


bationary State under the ſignificant Em- 


blems of a Race, a Pilgrimage, and a 
Warfare. How ſtrong do theſe Simi- 


litudes urge the Neceſſity of our own 
Endeayours; not t only to curb our head- 


ſtrong 


+ St. John's Goſpel, v. 28, 29. 


1 ThedrueChriſtion [Ser. VI, | 
ſtrong Paſſions, and mortify our inor- 
dinate Luſis, reſolutely abſtaining from 
the fatal Indulgence of any ſingle habi- 4 
tual Vice; but to advance forwards in a 5 

Courſe of Piety and Virtue; & preſſing 

toward the Mark 'of the Prize of the high | 
„ calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus,” Nay 
4 there 1 is ſcarce a Page i in the New Teſta- 
{ ment, which does not either expreſs or 
imply a Neceſſity of human Co-operation {7 
Vith divine Grace, in order to the At- oh 
| tainment of everlaſting Happineſs. 


— — * 


woes it is RIO a pertinaciouſly in- 
Wor ſilted on by the Antinomians, that Salva- 
tion, in ſeveral. Parts of Scripture, par- 
ticularly 1 in the Writings of Saint Paul, is 
attributed to F aith alone, excluſive of 
good Works. 

'Tis with at and undiſſembled Plea- 
\ ſure that J acknowledge how fervent this 
* great 
| 5 Phil, iii 143 
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Ser. VI.] Faith deſcribed. 171 
great Teacher was in vindicating the 
Honor, and magnifying the Glory of his 
dear Lord and Saviour; zealouſly con- 
tending: for the Merits of that ample 
Satis faction, that was made for all peni- 
tent Sinners and true Believers; and, as 
much as poſſible, ſtemming the Torrent 
of Infidelity, which was ſo very impe- 


tuous, and ſpread itſelf ſo wide. What 


he labors to prove, is, that, as * * all 
* have finned (both Fews and Gentiles) and 
come ſhort of the Glory of God, it is not 
poſſible that any one ſhould. be. juſtified 


by the Works of the Law; but that our 


offered upon the Croſs; and that it is by 


God's free 'Mercy in the ſpotleſs Purity 
of his beloved- Son, that Sinners are re- 
ſtored into Favor, and accepted in his 
| We: + for FRO Man's Diſobedience 
% many 


„ Rom, lil, 33. / Rom. v. 19. 


Offences muſt be obliterated by Virtue 
of that great Sacrifice alone, which was 


eee tr ee eee 


1 The true Chriſtian 


[Ser. VI. 


% d2ence of one ſhall many be made Yigh- | 


© tcOUS.” 


Certain it is, that if the Law 


could have been kept without Violation, 
or had Man been in a Capacity of ſaving 
himſelf, Redemption would have been 
a ſuperfluous Thing, But fince Infir- 
mities are involved in our Nature, and 
Reaſon itſelf is vitiated and depraved; 
ſince, in Conſequence of Adam's Tranſ- 
greſſion, we are alienated from God, and 
Imperſection attends our beſt Services; 


we mult depend on that T Righteouſneſs 
, God, which is by Faith of Feſus Chriſt ; 


we muſt infer F © that a Man is juſtified 
« by Faith without the Deeds of the Law.” 
Thus doth our Apoſtle confirm his firſt 
Poſition, that || ** the Gofpel of Chriſt is the 
% Power of God unto Salvation to every ont 
that belicveth ; to the Jew firſt, and alſo 


e ag + „ o 
{> k\ s 7.x 


10 the \Greeh.” 


* eh 


} Rom. wi 24. 


8 Rom. iii. 28. 


And We cannot but 
acquieſce 


5 
* 2 


| Ser. VÞJ Faith dęſcribed. 19g 
acquieſce in his invincible Method ob 
1 Reaſoning; and not only acquieſce, but 
pour out our Souls in rapturous Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings for that ever: memo—- ; 
rable n that was made ior: * 
Sins 0 Man. 
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ME RG Ti than 0 WOW ie Cf x day for We £32 4 ak 
_ But, now. whoever peruſes the Writ- 
ings of this eminent Preacher of the Goſ- 
cannot be ignorant how ſtrongly he en- 
forces the Obligation of Obedience upon 
every human Creature to the Will of the 
Creator. 80 far is be from allowing the 1 
lat Encouragement-to confide in a qui- 33 | | | 
eſcent, fruitleſs. Faith, that, like' ſome 
wiſe, Þ Maſter- Builder, he makes it his © 
Corner Stone for this very Pu rpoſe; that 
he might raiſe upon it the moſt beau s- 
tiful and magnificent Fabrick of GOOD 
Works. Directing himſelf to Titus, he 
thus admoniſhes him, n all Things 
eee e ſhewing 


„Titus ii. 7. 


. PAE 


— 


FV 
* ot 2, ee eee I, 2 e 8 2 | | 
83 55 Z 


e 


— ets 


me 2 — » 
22 . 
* « 
— 1 nz - — ne . . 
15 A K ER SITS P 8 —— — ms P 
ne Ons — — — 


— ** 


6 AL 


PPP nn at 
- — * — 22 x - -' 


—— ³— III of ae oro oe aro Fi 


— 


7 Mie true Chriſtian {xe VI. 


* ſhows ng - thyſelf 4 Puttern of good Works.” 
And thus again, with great Fervency, 


* er Twill that thou "affirm conſtantly, 
4 that they which have bebievtd in God, 
** might be careful to maintain good Works." 
And after many uſeful and pious Exhor- 

tations to the Hebrews; juſt before the 
_ Concluſion of his Epiſtle, he breathes out 
1 e With; 4 | * 


Mic aromatic Dead nite 100 % Oh 
that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through, 
<<, the: Blood of the everlafling”* Covenan 

% make: you perfect in every good Work 40 0 
is Mill; working in yo th which ii 
well. pleaſing in his Si 
Dh Ther! il 
enumerate the 'Multiplicity! "of | Paſſages: 
of a * ſimilar. Purport, which adorn the 


28 
Joy 


: 


2 — ole 1 een n 


FR 8 Tit. iii. 8. t Heb. xiii, 20, 21. 
* See his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, paſſim, 


His is a faithful Saying, and theſe 


ht," through Feſus 
e would fail me to 


2 
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Only further allow me to recommend to 


Faith" deſcribed. 175 


cluding Chapters of his Epiſtles to the 


Romans. Never did the Pen of Man 
draw a more perfect Picture of pure Mo- 
rality than is here deſcribed. Having 


juſtly vilified the Merits of mere human 


Nature, and declared the Invalidity of 


the Moſaic Law, he proceeds to prove; 


from irreſiſtible Arguments, the - Juſti- 
fication of Man by Faith in Chriſt; and 


then, to crown all, he lays before us (in 


the Chapters above-mentioned) certain 


Rules, by which we may infallibly judge 


whether we are poſſeſſed of this juſtify- 


ing Faith or not: If we are, we ſhall 


e preſent our Bodies a living 3 
th „ holy, accept able unto God, which'ts our 
10 reaſanable Service. And we ſhall not be 
ac conformed. to this World ; but be trans- 


« 3 by the rang of our. Mind; 


* that 
+ Particularly Chap. xii, Sx. Nom. xi. 1, 2. 
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good: Fruit. —it is che Parent of all true 


176 is true Chritian Ser. VE 
ay that we may prove what is that good and 5 


acceptable, and perfect Will-of God. 
Thus, in Conformity to the Doctrine of 


another Apoſtle, T by Works Faith ts 
t made porfets.” It is the good Tree, 
which, flouriſhing under the benign In- 


i fluence of the bleſſed Spirit, and culti- 


vated alſo by our own Induſtry, bears 


"NOIR to ae rr _ 


Te Refalt « of the we; N a 4 oy 


reduced to this: If it be true that Jeſus 
Chriſt came to call Sinners to: Repen- 
t tance;” if he © left us an Example that 
aue might follow his Steps; if, at the final 


Audit of the World, 9 * we'muſt' alt ab- 


4 pear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt. 


_ *' that every one may receive the Things done 
n Body, according to thut he hath 


* dents, whether it be good or bad, if i it be 
a true 


I St, Jam. ii. 22. 1 $ 2 Cor. v. 10. | 
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SAT T4 ty, 


true that the Arguments of Saint Paul 
Are condiltent c one with another, and that 


101 4 i SES 2 211 18644 


he does not intend to overthrow 1 in one 


10 Ine berge 


Co wh 6 1994 Li L IH 111 10 


is in real Earneſt when. he ſays, 
* © the Grace of God that bringeth Salba- 
* tion, hath _ appeared, to. all, Men; teach 


e 


ing us, that denying | Ungodlineſs. and | 


9 * 


IS \teoufly,- and godly i in this reſent World," 
pp allo that +1 ce * all Scripture. 16 given 37 

of « Inſpiration of. Cod. and 2 Profitable for 
Doctrine, for. Reproof, for, Correftion 


40 for Inſtruction inRighteoufneſs: that the 


4 « worldly Lufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 1 righs 


Man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 


« furniſhed unto all. good Works; 15 and 
laſtly, if it be true that other Writers, 
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vanced the ſame Doctrine; — then is it 
_.-alſorinconteſtibly true that we can be 
7 oo _ . "aved 


® Tit, ij, 11, 12. R 2 Epiſtle to „ Tim, i iii. 16, 17. 


Taſſge a Doctrine, | which, in ſeveral 
others it is ho Buſineſs to eſtabliſh; if he | 
that 


whowere inſpired by the ſame God, ad- 
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faved only by a PRACTICAL Fairu; by 
| that Faith, which ( under the Direction 
f and Aſſiſtance of God's Grace) worketh 
* by Love,” and produceth the genuine 


Fruits of fi incere Repentance, and habi- 
N tual Holineſs, BE LN Es. 


This valuable SubjeRt is of ſo copious 


* and extenſive a Nature, that to proceed 


upon it at preſent, Tam doubtful, would | 
tire your Attention. I intend therefore 


(With God's Permiſſion) to addreſs My- 


ſelf to You in the remaining Part of i it 


: another e W 


PLS 


No ow to God the Father, ms and na, 


"Ghoſt, wer Amen. a 550 "Rp 
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And now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe 
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recommended. 
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three; 
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nification; and having clearly proved 
that it cannot poſſibly be in any other 
Senſe inſtrumental to your Happineſs 
in a future World, than as it leads you 
into a virtuous Courſe of Action, and is 


. * 


promotive of good Works; I now proceed 


to enquire into the Nature of the 
Ng IL, SECOND 


- 


ormer Diſcourſe from 
A theſe Words treated on the Article 
of Faith, agreeable to its moſt uſeful Sig- 
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II. Szconp Article under Conſidera- 
tion; which i 1s — 


SY ne rated... 4 Vet ee og 


* 


Hope is that rich and pleaſant Cordial, 


that ſweetens every bitter Potion; which, 
under any oppreſſive Emergency, even 
when Neceſſity calls loudeſt for Relief, 


revives the drooping Heart. It is the 
Mind's beſt Soother, When laden with 
the heavieſt Burthens. 


And when the 
Body wreſtles with Pain, or labors 


under Diſeaſe, Hope is its moſt conſola- 
tory Phyſician, and ſeldom expires but 


with Life itſelf. And indeed this Span 
of Life is chequered with ſuch a Variety 
8, that, if Hope 
was excluded, it would doubtleſs be- 


come an inſupportable Load; it would, 


however, be ſtill far more miſerable, and 


| | that Span, ſhort as it is, more contracted. 
| But an all-wiſe, and unchangeable Pro- 
vidence, which orders all Things for the 
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beſt, and the peculiar Goobnzss of 
which reſlects an amiable Luſtre on all 
the other Attributes of God, has im- 
planted this Virtue in the Breaſt of Man, 
to render the Troubles of Life at - 
ſupportable, ; and to prompt Han irough = 
all the different Scenes of it. Thus gra- 
ciouſſy has the Supreme Being dealt 


with Mankind in general. He ſeldom 


adminiſters the diſtaſteful Cup, but, a8 
an alleviating, Antidote, infuſes into it 
ſome cordial Drops. * 


* 
1 


I we view. | this. Topic, in any otter 
point of Light, it will afford us the ſame 
agreeable. Proſpect.— The Landſcape 
throughout the whole will be the ſame, 
but the Eye will be more or leſs delight- 
N ed according to the ſeveral Parts that it 


ſurveys..—Hope, this univerſal Fa- 


vorite, ſmiles on all Circumſtances, and 
| all Conditions ; ; on the wretched | as well 
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combats the raging k 
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as happy : She ſupports the ot oh, a and ani. | 


K 18 Us 
mates the Saber. She reach IES ys: her 


welcome Hand o the humble Cottager, 
45 well as, to the crowned 5 Head. | The 
literate Laborer, a nd the mean lle. 
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chanic, « claim ah equal Share of her Fa 4 
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vors | with the Learned and the Eds 
Thus , the! Scholar treads the painful La- 
ente 0 study, a | nd 175 5 iniceffint 


4 


Labor cullivates his Genius, from the 


Hope of gaining a more refined Taſte in 
every uſeful and important Science. 


The aſpiring Hero plans the military 


Line, and confronts the rough Edge of 
War, whit ch he ' prefers to the inſipid 


Klon 


Sweetneſs of a an : indelent and obſcure 


Life, beca e he hopes to purchaſe, by 
\ELE 01 


his oaks, Atchievements, a deathleſs 


fame. k the Merchant why he tra- 


; mend ws 


yas 15 1 5 0 and occupies tis Bufi- | 
& neſs : in thoſe great, Waters - Why he | 


Lurricane, and ex- 
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poſes himſelf to the Fury of the mer- 
cileſfs Waves? He will tell you he 


defpiſes all Storms and Dangers from the 
Hope he entertains of advancing his 


F ortunes. 'Obſerve alſo the laborious 


Huſbandman Ho reſolutely he bends —— 


under a perpetual Rotation of Care and 
Fatigue! See the glad Soil improve by: 


the Nutriment it has borrowed from his 
induſtrious Hand! And while he ſcatters 
his Seed, behold him bedew it with his 


Sweat! Could he with equal Courage 


and Alacrity ſpin out ſo many toilſome 


Hours, was he not ſupported by this 
very probable Hope; that he ſhall ſee 


_ thoſe Fields, which now appear ſo barren 


and naked, flouriſh again ; re- adorned 
with their beautifully waving Veſtments; 


and, at the Return of the nn reward 1 
his Pains? a | 


Wikitever ten our Enterpriſes are, 


\ 


2 is the engaging Motive: + It way 
be ſlyled the main Spring of Action. 
And though it is ſometimes a flattering 
Idea, and exiſts barely in the Imagina- 
tion, yet it is ſo nice and pleaſing a De- 
ception, that it anticipates Joys, which 
even in Foretaſte exceed any that we 
really poſſeſs. 


But if we confine our Reflections in 
particular to the Goop Cuxisriax's 
Hope, we ſhall harbor Conceptions of a 
very different Kind. A Scene pregnant 
with the moſt intereſting Diſcoveries 


| Will open to our View. Let us repre- 


ſent to ourſelves a Man of this Character 


| 5 ſtruggling under a Complication of che 


moſt pungent Calamities. Think how he 
is toſſed in the turbulent Sea of Life! 
How many Viciſſitudes of Clouds and 
| Sunſhine he encounters in the Voyage! 
1925 T hat he has paſſed thro all the Changes 
of 
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of: capricious Fortune. In the florid 
Morning of. his Days recollect how God 
_ crowned him with Honor! That he was 


then bleſſed with, as many Comforts and 


Advantages, as large Poſſeſſions could 
adminiſter, and this mortal State admit 


of —And ſuppoſe him now in the moſt; 


dence. had ſo plentifully ſhowered upon 


bim. His Riches have taken Wings and 


fled. And Health, that precious Jewel, 


he has now loſt; Conſider him alſo as 


deſtitute and forlorn Condition; ſtrip- 
ped of all thoſe Bleſſings, which Provi- 


that brightened every other Enjoyment, 


forſaken by his Acquaintance, and de- 


ſpiſed by his once familiar Friends,— , 
Thoſe very Perſons, who did eat of his 


Bread, and drank of his Cup, and who, 


it might reaſonably be expected, ſhould | 
now endeavor to ſoothe his Sorrows, 
and mitigate his Pains, / are become Re- 
bee of his Integrity, and inſtead of 


2810 | alleviating, 
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gratitude! this marble-hearted Monſter! 
Say, is ther e any L Foe» human Nature | 
Haas to engage with, equal to this? Ves, 
Death, that relentleſs Archer, has ſhot a 
Dat ſharper than even Ingratitude can 
point: It has torn from him for ever 
to the Fibres of his Heart 
him as that Heart itſelf 
Partner, who ſhared in all his Sufferings, 
and heightened all his Joys to whom 
he communicatéd every Secret of his 
ul: — Ah! this 1 18 the deepeſt Wound 
ne has xeceived-from the Almighty's per- 
miſſive Hand; ;——He. | feels i it in the ten- 
dereſt Part——lt pierces the Apple of his 
: Eye.——ln ſhort, imagine him to Godin 


ne blackeſt Combination of Evils that 


Fleſh is Heir to.— till God i is his Hope 

and Strength; a very ſure and conſtant 

> in this . Variety of Trou- 
| „„ | bles, 
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bles. He pretends not indeed (like the 
obdurate Stoic) to ſhake off che Feel - 


0 ings of Mor tality, and Pronounce actual 1 
Pain to be no Pain: But that ſteady and 


unalterable, Truſt, which he repoſes in 
the tender Mercies of his God, and the 
Merits of his Chriſt (the moſt illuſtri- 
ous Sufferer that ever appeared in the 
World) ſoftens all his en and pours 


Balm into every Sore. that Grace, 
N which was ſufficient * cargy him tri- 


umphant through all the flattering Scenes 


of a gay and flouriſhing State, he -naw 
fully hopes will ſupport him in the Time 


of extreme Diſtreſs. Theſe Arrows that 
tick ſo faſt in him he hopes God will 
either belly extract, or. abate their Pun- 
4 geney, or enable him to bear them with 
a proper Degree of Fortitude, and an -4 \ 


tire Reſignation to his divine Will. 


N them as levelled by the og z 
ol Heaven, for ſome wiſe and gracious 


Purpoſe 


. a 


upon him unguarded; or otherwiſe to 
prove his Fidelity, give a freſh Luſtre to 
his Virtue; and thereby intitle him to * 
| brighter Jewel in the eternal Crown.— 
This is a Conſideration worth all the reſt, 
Here his Hope ſwells the higheſt, It in- 
| ſpires into his Boſom a ſecret inexpreſſi- 
ble Comfort and Tranquilly, which all 
the Pleaſures of the World cannot give, 
nor its Miſeries united take away. Ani- 
7 mated with this, he is fo far from ſink- 
ing into Deſpondency, or raſhly exclaitn- 
ing againſt" Providence, that he bleſſes 


C "fer him, a I" more 8 and eternal 
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Harpo above the Reach of all human 
Foreſight :—p rhaps to prevent a certain 
[fatal Emergency which was coming 


the mighty Arm that wounds him, and 
prays with humble Confidence that his 
* lig lit Afﬀtidtion, which (comparatively 
& ſpeaking) ts but t for a Moment, may work 


48 n | ro a | 
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5 Weight of Glory,” - Thisi is what inclines 


him to turn his Eyes and Affections from 
every gloomy Proſpect of this Life, and 


to fix them on that ſerene Country, where 


Afflictions cannot follow him; where 
Deceit and Perfidy can find no Room; 
here no Cares perplex no Pains tor- 
ment; 
ee Series of pure, fubllantial, 
 Inconceivable, ene 1 


Such! is 1 . of the Soon Cunts- 


TIAN, It extends from Time into Eter- 
nity. And upon ſuch Grounds it highly 
concerns every one of us to examine our 


Conſciences: to aſk them theſe material 


Queſtions; Whether they are fo happy 


as to be endowed with this delightful 


\ Priviews.” Whether this pleaſing Hope 


but where he ſhall poſſeſs an 


© Ao wn Ie 


and ExpeRation of the Divine Favor Y 


hene, and endleſs Bliſs hereafter, excites 


our Activity in the Chriſtian Race? Whe- 
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ther ent is our ſtrong e eyery 


Storm? our ſweet. Conſolation, and ſolid 
Support, under all Trials at d Aflligions? 


And particularly, Whether we ne yer flat- 


ter ourſelves in a. Matter of ſo, great Im- 
Portance? Every Member, without 
Doubt, of the holy Catholic. Church, will 


expreſs Hopes of Salvation after Death. 


But allow me to, aſk; On what Baſis, i is 

your Hope grounded perhaps you 

will anſwer; On the Mercies of God i in 

Chriſt. But have you Reaſon to hope 
| ce vou. are entitled to thoſe Mercies 7 


. 


1 al aol | 2 e 8 55 


be irreſiſtibly impoſed upon you, but is 


gffered to your Choice on ſuch Terms as | 
>. Dl: inly ſet down i In the written Word 


of God. Are you then conſcious to your- 


ſelves that you pay a ſtrict Attention to 
God's general Purpoſe in all his wiſe 
Diſpenſationsp Na: you heartily, enc 


| + 
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vor to conform to his ſacred- Laws? 1 
it your principal Study to pleaſe your 
Maſter, your Ra viour, your beſt Friend, 


ſmoerehy of every paſt Tranlgreſſion? 
And do you beg the Direttiqn and Aſſi- 
ſtance of the gdod Spirit of God in eyerx 
future Step yoùh take Unleſs you can 
bonorably acquit yourſelves upon ſuch 
2 Trialz you will: Find, to ydur unutiera - 
ble Sorrow, that your Hope is ſhuilt on a 
andy Foundation. And wien the Storm 
of Bod's Indignation ariſes, and beats 
upon it, it will vanifn as a Dream; and 
many bitter Reflections, Heart - galling 

Remorſe, and e will backed #1) 
| in its Room. Shaft ct ai Sen ; 
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God- like Virtue 1 n the Chapter before 
us,” that I need only recommend it to 
your ſerious Peruſal. You will however 
obſerve in general that the Word Charity 
Bi comprehends, 1 in its moſt exalted and 
fublime Senſe, a ſincere Love of the Su- 
preme God E and in Conſequence thereof, 
am unlimited and univerſal Benevolence 
towards Man: And is therefore the di- 


ing Streams ien 
| me 2 
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We hate! fo fine and ny a De- 


feription of this peculiarly Chriſtian and 


ftinguiſhing Criterion of all true Religion. 
It is like ſome grand and capacious Re- 
ſervoir, from hence numberleſs refreſh- 

Source. Tell 
t of a charitable Man, and you 
comprize in that ſingle Term ten thous 


' ſand amiable Qualities. With what a 
I grateful: Humility dots one of this 
pDidpofition cogdukt himſelf to all his 
\  Superiors! loving, honoring, and ad- 

ee . poſſible Comfort to his 


— CG Parents 
2D 7 p | 
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Parents above the reſt of Mankind; and 
regarding them as placed in the higheſt 


and moſt immediate Authority « over him, 


next ts: the common Parent of all the. 


Harth: Such a one is utterly; incapable of 
imbruing his: Hands in the Blood of his, 


Fellow - Creature: He cannot, like thols 


ſteeled Hearts, unluſceptible of all the | 


delicate Feelings of Humanity, plunder 


the F atherleſs and Widow, build upon. 
another Man's Ruin to advance. his own. 


2 or ae any. one of his Pro- 


Author of any. 17 3 no 
Propagator of any injurious Reports a- 
gainſt his Neighbour's Character; ab 
hoxring ſo much the Very , Intention, "of 


£44 


with falſe, Aſperſions, tliat. he rather 
chuſes to conceal his Imperfections, and 


to draw. a Veil over his F aults; . never 
| publiſhing theſe, b but from ſuch laudable 
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Motives as tetid to the Glory of God, 
allc tie Reformation of Man: His Heart 
is the ever co iſtant” Bictator to his 
Tongue, And His Words are the real 
anfcript” of his 


s Heart He envies not 
che kr ofpetity,” nor covets the PoſſeMions/ 
of Sidther; hüt firs down calm and 
teh ed i Ata station w er 
mz ; believing that God 
eber lebe him mor Jorfak imc 
Hs 1 4 too fenſible of tlie Obligations -of | 
—— Duty to HIu to inft ge delibe _—_ 8 
ußon any Part of that Law, wich am unn | 
erring 80 Penman has pronounced * Charity. 
els." _ he does anne at a 
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Bur pale mY pet LSchvas ane 

5 re refined. 0 l Truth, and 

Honot ate his inſeparabVs' Companion. 

| Theſe he Karies al alo ong with him through 

/ every Sta tage of Life,” In Relation to big 
F riends, his warm, ſtead: 7 and diff! 
2 0 tereſted; 
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tereſted; to his Enemies, forgiving, bene- \ 
volent, and hearty | in. Prayer for their 
Converſion, | The poor and needy are 
ſure in him to find the compaſſionate 
Chriſtian, | He eſteems it his Privilege as 
well as Duty to. relieve their Wants and 
lighten the Burthen of their Griefs, But 
his loftieſt Aim is to promote the Edifi- 
cation of the Souls, of Men. This is p 
Concern that fits cloſeſt to his Heart. 
Here divine and human Love unite their 


"JET } 140 * 2. 6 a7 * 


incomparable. Charms. And when the 
1 gracious Aid of Omanipotence Joins, him, 1 
and gives Succeſs to his ſpiritual Labors, 


E1 Fs 4 * & 


what a celeſtial Ardor does he feel! 


| | (which indeed is only to be felt, but not 
ET deſcribed), What an Effuſion of Bliſs is 

poured upon! his Head! With what Heart- 

felt Joy does he apply . that beautiful Si- 

15 mile of the Prophet to himſelf! ts They 


| « * that be w ife hal ſhine, #! the Brightneſs of f 
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5 the Fit rmament, and they that turn many 
* 0p Righteouſneſs as the Stars, for ever and 

4 * ever. —0 ye Voluptuaries! who fap 
the Foundation of your Health in Riot, 
and drown your Honor in the luxurious 
Bowl: can any of your inordinate Revels 
beſtow one Moment's Pleaſure equal to 


this? Tell r me, ye ſordid Miſers! Who 
catch at empty Bubbles, and are regard 
lefs of, ſubſtantial Joys; ye whoſe Af 
fections are ſo paſſionately fixed on the 
Periſhing Things of this World, that ye 
neglect to lay up Treafures that will 
never decay; can all your golden Dreams 
Impart a Satisfaction to be compared 


with that Man- * who, in the ſcriptural 
Meaning, 10 caft his Bread upon. the Wa- 
80 ters; whoſe liberal Hand has ſnatched 
' ſome worthy | F 'amily from the Brink of 
Ruin; Who has been attentive to the 
Cries of che helpleſs Orphan, challenging | 


"is 7 and 0 * made the Widow's Heart 
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ing for Joy?” And, Oh ye fierce and 


implacable Monſters! you who are hur- 
ried down the rapid Stream of wild Re- 
ſentment, and are loading your - poor 


Brother with the whole Weight of your 
Ire; can that ſweet Revenge of yours 
(falſely ſo called) afford you the leaſt 
Portion of that true Comfort, Harmony, 
and Peace, which he enjoys, whoſe Breaſt 
glows with Gratitude, Meekneſs, and an 
e, W Love? 


I cannot didit this Part FO 8 1 
without obſerving that Charity is called 


the greateſt of thoſe cœleſtial Graces 


mentioned in the Text, becauſe the two 
former will be only beneficial. as they 
promote the latter; and becauſe, in the 
future World, when Faith ſhall be ſwal- 
lowed up in Aſſurance, and Hope loſt in 


Enjoyment, Charity alone will enter the 


heavenly: - Manſions, and there abide ta 
all Eternity. 


O 4 And 


* 
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And now, my beloved Brethren! give 
me Leave, in the Concluſion, to exhort 
you to purſue with Ardor, à manly, ra- 
| tional, ſteady Courſe of P iety and intrin- 
fic. Goodneſs. Meditate ſeriouſſy and 
oſten on the chief End and Deſign of 
Four Creation. Conſider the main Rea- 
ſons why you were brought upon the 
Theatre of this World; What Part you 
are engaged to act; the Authority of that 
Power to whom you are engaged; and 
the Shortneſs as well as Uncertainty of 
the Time of Action. | Conſider. that you 
are not to die for ever, but are Candidates 
for a Life that has no Period; that your 
final Appointment in another State will 
certainly be determined according to 
your Behaviour in this; that not all the 
boaſted Confidence of Faith, nor the lof⸗ 
tieſt Flights of miſguided Zeal can ſave 
vou, : af vou lead wicked and i Impe L tent 
Lives; that all your n W 
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anll Actions lie open to the Omniſcient Fo: 
God, and will be pronounced upon for 
Eternity. O may the Severity of your +] 
Maker, on:the one Hand, deter you from 
offending him, and his Goodneſs, on the | 
other, excite your Obedience to his Com- 
mands! Remember that if you kindle 
his Wrath, without appeaſing it by a 
timely and ſincere Repentance, you will 
be everlaſtingly ruined. Think on 
that dreadſul, irreverſible Sentence de- 
nounced againſt all obdurate Sinners, 
Go, ye curſed, into everlaſting ' Firel* _/ 
And think alſo every Day, every Hour 
of your Lives, on the numberleſs un- 
paralleled Inſtances you have of Divine 
Goodneſs and Compaſſion. Think what 
wonderful, what endearing Methods your | 
God has taken to engage a Return of 
your Affections, and to prevail on you 
to purſue your own Happineſs: How 
He formed you in ve: Womb ; How He 


Dora i of Bu 


"thc brought 
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brought you into Exiſtence : How He 
guards and preſerves you every Moment 


that you breathe: And how He is con- 


ſtantly pouring Bleſſings upon your 
Heads. But, what is ſtill more affecting, | 
ſtill "infinitely more engaging than all 


this, and which 1s by far-the ſtrongeſt 


Teſtimony of his Love, think eſpecially 
on the RR DEM TIOx of your Souls. 
Behold, through the tranſparent Glaſs 
of Faith, the Lord of the Univerſe de- 
ſcending from above! See Him inveſted 


in your on Nature, and veil the Bright- 
neſs of his Glory in a Body of Fleſh! 
Hear that melting and pathetic Voice, 
which, in the midſt of the moſt exquiſite 


Tortures, utters nothing but Mercy and 
Pardon! View Him extended on the 
Croſs, and that ſanguine Stream iſſuing 
from his Side! He dies even for the Sake 
of his Enemies upon that infamous Tree: 
And he pours out his precious Blood 1 in 


pure 
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pure Regard to thoſe very People bx 
whom that Blood was ſhed :——Be aſtoy 
niſhed, O Heavens! and rejoice, O Earth! 
Rejoice, tremble, and adore, ye Sons of 
Men! This is the great Work of Recon- 3 
ciliation and Atonement; this the ſte 
pendous Work, by which the moſt mer- 


ciful God has been pleaſed to expiate 
your Sins; and it is one Inſtance more 
of his boundleſs and unexampled Love, 
| which crowns Millions of others. 


Apply theſe Conſiderations to your | 
Hearts, my Brethren, and ſurely they 
cannot fail of having a due Influence f 
upon you. They cannot but awaken in 
you ſuch a grateful Senſe of the Love of 
God, and ſuch an Averſion to the Odi- | 
 ouſneſs of sin, as will ſecure to you © | 
Peace of Mind here, and inconceivable 
Felicity hereafter, Tis true, your Nature 
by is s depraved, and many dangerous Bruifes 
1 have 
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is been contracted 4 the Fall; the 
| fatal Conſequences of which are deplo- 

rably mani ſeſt: But do not yet de ſpond: 
Redemption dignifies your- Nature fill; 
You are ſtill, the Sons of Immortality, 
and Heirs to an incorruptible Crown. 
And can you Poſſibly miſcarry, when 

bleſſed with ſuch Privileges, and en- 
couraged by ſuch a Proſpect? Can you 

perſiſt in debaſing that Nature, which 
the Son of God has ſo greatly, ſo mira- 

culouſly honored? Can Beings of ſo 
high a Rank, can Lords of this lower 
World, for the Sake of a few fleeting 

ſenſual Pleaſures, ſink themſelves into a 
State even below Brutality? Can they 

ſorget that ſuperior Appointment aligned 
them above the Reſt of the Creation, 
and the only valuable End ſor which 
they were both created and redeemed? 

5 m, no! Odo not be thus ungrateful 


to your gr at, Creator | 50 Redeemer s 
n | ö and 
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and thus perſidious to yourſelves. Do 
not treſpaſs too far upon the Mercy of 
God, infinite as it is; but remember that 
Juſtice is connected with it. They are 
both ſhining Attributes in the Divine 
Nature. And do not make the Wounds 
of his beloved Son bleed afreſn, by the 
Commiſſion of any actual, deliberate Sin- 
But repent ſincerely of every paſt Tranſ- 
greſſion, and let that ſacred Name, in 
- which/ you profefs to believe, be ever 
honored for the future in your Lives 
and Converſations. Let the Love of 
Chriſt, of Virtue, and of min 
combine . 894% 90: 


wed . Ah ” 


* ks * ) , 


r 


i; Take elfeciet Care allo THe you 190 
| not deceived in the weighty Matters of 
your Religion. She has fairly proclaims 

/ ed her Will and has ſtrongly invited you | 

; j to accept of her Inſtructions. Attend 

Pl then without Prejudice to her attractive 
3: Voice, 


N — te a 


Vw 


1 ——_— - 


ww — _— —— — 
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356 ße and Charity. [Ser. VII. 
— Miſtake not her n native 
Meaning. But avoid by all Means 
poſſible Enthufiaſm on one Side, and Self- 


Suhictenc on the other. The former, 


inſtead of ſtamping: the fair Impreſſions 


of a Goſpel-Faith, will expoſe you to 
the Deluſions of Fancy, or the boiſterous 
Sallies of a diſturbed Imagination; it will 


render you liable to miſtake the Swellings 


of Pride and Conceit for the genuine 


i 


( 


| 
{ 


Marks of cceleſtial.Hope, and the Vanity 


of Pomp and Oſtentation for that true 


Charity, which does not play about the 


Head only, but reaches the inward Re- 
ceſſes of the Heart. The latter will 


make you regardleſs of the graceful 
Charms of Humility, and forgetful of 
your Dependence on that Providential 
Goodneſs, without which you mult not 
expect to be happy either in this World, 


or the next,——Both theſe Extremes are 
oy a to your future Wel- 
fare. 
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Be prevailed on to take that Faith for 


your Pilet, which was deſcribed in the 
former Part of this Subject, and you 
cannot go wrong. In vain will it be, 
without it, to expect ever to reach the 
Harbor of eternal Peace. And above 


all Things addreſs the Divine Majeſty in 


for the Direction and Aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit; that you may be reſigned | 


under all the Sufferings, and enabled to 
ſubdue all the vicious. Allurements, a 1 


this troubleſome and ſinful World; that 


you may be ſtrengthened and encouraged 


in every good Thought, Word, and 


fare. They are the two formidable 
Rocks, which Thouſands have ſplit upon 


Your ſafe Paſſage is to ſteer betwixt them. 


— - 


humble, hearty, and inceſſant Prayers ' 


— — 


1 
: 


Work That Faith, together with Hope 


and Charity, and that lovely Train of all 
the other concomitant Graces, which 


adorn 13 


9 


even the Salvation of our immortal So 


1 
- 
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Spirit give you at 
ſuch a practical Improve · 
nent upon this Advice, as that we may 
obtain (through the Merits and Medi-, 
hriſt) in his own due 
Time, the glorious E- 
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S ERM ON "VI, - 
SELE-ExXAMINATION ſlated and | 
nlarged on. a 


GAE. MW..4; 
Zel every Man prove his own Work ; and | 


e 


2 


7 


Fleſh, and the Devil. 2 ng 


4124 SE» M.O-N. NM. 0 
Examination ſtated and . on. 

OT GAL, vi. 4. „ 

Ler zvery Man PROVE urs OWN i 


WoRK ; AND THEN SHALL HE HAVE 
REJOICING IN HIMSELF, 


HE three grand Enemies to Mans 
ſpiritual Intereſt, are the World, the 


* 


In Relation to the firſt; what a Vari- 


ety. of tempting Scenes are diſplayed to 
ſtrike the Eye! What a Swarm of gay 
and fantaſtic Images dazzle the Idea! | 
And what a Croud of vain Amuſements, ” 
and ſtill vainer F ollies, capti vate the f 
Will! The ſecond of theſe, viz, the Fle ſh, 


P 2 is 


> r 1 1 
grees of Met 1241 YE WE 9s ke 
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© 212 Se. Examination Ser. VIII. 
is he Refidence of thoſe Nel g 


all 8 Miſery. Fre rom its 5 very 7 Orin 
it is eorrupt and depraved, and in its 
own Nature prone to Sin and Death. 
Phe third is that infidions Adverſary, 
who bribes us with falſe and precarious 


Pleaſures, with a Defign 4 to defraud us of 


| thoſe Which are true and permanent. 1 
5 malicious Invader! And as artful as ma- 
licious: who watches all Opportunities, 


and adapts his ſubtle Inſinuations to the 


ſeveral Conflitutians, Humors, and De- 


. 


a £% 2 dS, Y * * * 
2 EEE * 3 48448 1 


When we rede an the roger Conſe. 


5 bam ab Netborle 15 eee 104 
5 . vicious « Courſe of Life; and, on the 


n 12K F 1 1 — 
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contraty, when e conſider the bleſſed 
Effects of a velig ivus Condutt; that we 
cannot perform one traly laudable 
Action, without its affording us 2 very 
ſenſible and laſting Pleaſure; and that 
tbe Apoſtle is certainly not miſtaken 
hen he affirms that * * Godlingſs is pro. 
« fitable unto all Things, having Promiſe of 
* the Liſe that now is, and , that which 
< 55 to come: hen we ſetivully re- 
| Nef on ſuch Truths as theſe; it appears 
equally incredible that Virtue - ſhould 
ever be neglected, or Vice purſued, — 
But alas! What Numbers there are, who 
(trampling on all the n of Virtue and 
Honor) ſpend their whole Lives in one 
continued Round of vanity and Folly! 
forgetful bf that gracious Being. Who is 
their Father and Protector; WhO is the 
ſole Support of that Life; which they 
eee in Defiance both 
1 & of 


Tim, iv. 3. 


2 


LE engaged thro the whole Circle of Time, 
till they are loſt in Eternity. And then 


414 Se! tf — \ [$r: vii. 
of his Authority and his Goodneſs _— 
Mere nominal Chriſtians ! that are idly 


will they! be miſerably convinced of their 
egregious Folly; how indiſcreetly they 
have trod the Stage of Life; and wiſh 


(hen it will be too late) that they had 
correQed their Errors, and regulated 


their Accounts betwixt their Maker and 


1 themſelves, before the Scene Had. been | 
ſhut on for ever. 


_ 


- 


; Say, what can be the principal” Cauſe 


ol ſuch unpardonable Conduct? M hy is 
a Man who preſumes to lay Claim to the 
ſacred Title of a Chriſtian; who pretends 
to believe that there is a God- who will 
one Day + 05 bring every Work into Fudg- 
ment, itz every ſecret Thing, whether 
e it be good, or whether it be evil;” and 


we 


4, that 
5 Eccleſ. xii, 14. 
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that that God ſent his only begotten' 8on 
into the World, to ſhed upon it the Light 
of Immortality through that very Goſpel. 
which he aſſents to; why is ſuch a one 
To ſtrangely infatuated as to turn Rebel 
to the Authority- of his own Reaſon, 
(that bright Eye of the intellectual Fa- 
culties) and to act in a Manner quite the 
Reverſe of what he knows is right? Why 
does he forego all that is really worth 
living for; all that can be deemed a ſub- 
ſtantial Good? Why does he ruin his 
better Part, his immortal Soul, for a fer- 
trifling Gewgaws of a periſhing World ? 
—Doubtleſs ſuch an unwarrantable Con- 
duct muſt proceed, in a great Meaſure, 
from a Neglect of Self- Examination, and 
Goe Reflexion. In which Caſe, the Will, 
" or © the natural Man, ſurrenders to his 
: Ws. Affections, and holds out againſt 
the faireſt Remonſtrances.——His Con- 
| ſcience indeed muſt inevitably give him 
| = >” Kind 


f Faculties which are the Light and Orna- 


186 12228 L VI” 


1 and NR . which | may 
ſometimes perhaps prove fo ſucceſsſul 
ab to eheck and alarm him; but they 
. bon become unheeded Signals, ant die 
upon his Ear. His Paſfions then take 


the Advantage of the unguarded Interval, 
ati by” frequent Attacks, ſubdue thoſe) 


en of the human Soul, his Reaſon : 
ac ee n £90) 


„6 mn” x7 4 [in 


Ins was the Cafe bf We Ainvetekabe 


Jews: They; who were 1 
With the Charactei 


7 liar People, > who! had” 8 frequanr 
Privilege of our Saviours perſonal Ap- 


peatance upon Earth, and ocular De- 


monſtration of fuck Tenimony as they 
Coal not refiſt, yet, in Oppoſition to all 


this, were F 4 Profile that would not hear 
ad Us ah and Ifract would not obey him :* 


Fe Thus ; 


1 Pa. sl. 12. 


* 


8 VII. J fate and e 70 Sp 
Thus doth God himſelf: complain by the 
Mouth of the holy Pſalmiſt: And thus 


again, by his Prophet! 9 65 * Fol doth 
Ks eo me JON Nei BY. AV. 1 INF k 5 


14 


Such are chai dppbckng Effects wy an 
inconſiderate Mind !. that common Foe 
to Virtue, Honor, and Happineſs; and 
that conſtant Friend to Vice, Diſgrace 


; and _— 


en a Turn might it very 
| probably produce in Perſons of this un- 
happy Diſpoſition, to embrace the Apo- 
ſtle's Advice in the Wofds of the Text! 
Let every, Man prove his own Work,” | 


As the Senſe of theſe Words manifeſtly 
implies the great, Neceflity of 'Self=Ex 

5 ain. I ſhall confine. my preſent 

| — Meditations | 


"Wd... Ifa. he 7. 
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men to . angular Branch of g 


OY 


: « Ia every Man n FOR own Horz. — 
Let every Member of the Chriſtian Fa- 
milly ſearch the ſecret Receſſes of his 
Heart, (that grand Spring of all human 
Action) and there inquire in what Manner 
the Dignity of his Profeſſion is ſupported 
and maintained. Let him examine im- 
partially into the State of his own Mind; 
and obſerve whether it is, or is not, zea- 
louſly affected towards God and Reli- 
gion? Let him prove his own conduct 
by the Rules of the Goſpel; try it how 
it will ſtand that noble Teſt; and thus 
clearly ſatisfy himſelf whether he be in 


ed oy Th whether he be a ſound 
- Member of that Body, of which Chriſt 


4s the Head Sich a nice and criti- 
cal Inſpection into your own Breaſts, my 
| Brethren, will be of far greater Benefit 

bath 
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Being than 1 am able to deſcribe. 


N * 


The ne Enquiry, which con- 


cerns the Self-Examiner, 1s, whether he 


maintains a lively, and inflexible Faith, 


in the ever bleſſed Trinity? To form 
: worthy Notions of the Attributes and 


Perfections of the omnipotent God, the 
precious and all-prevailing Merits of a 


crucified Redeemer, and the powerful 
Aſſiſtance, as well as ſanctifying Opera- 
tions of the holy Ghoſt, is the ſolid Baſis 


of all Bae, 


The firſt illuſtrious Proof of Chriſti- N 


anity is experienced by entertaining 
the moſt ſublime Conceptions of our a- 


dorable MAKER, and by paying him 


te high Honor and Worſhip due to that 


awful Name. Let us conſult theſe faith- 
-ful Adviſers, our Conſciences, whether 


. „ | we 


both to your preſent and future state of 


2% ,: Ooh daha \ [Ser. VIII. 
weadow and magnify inbecomingPrayers we 
and Praiſes the ſupreme and only Poten- 
tate of all the Earth? Whether the 
warmeſt Emotions of a ſincere: Gratitude 
are excited, when we conſider him under 
the moſt endearing Appellation of dur 

beſt Benefactor? Whether we cultivate 
a a filial! Reverenee for his paternal Au- 
thority, and tender Sentiments of Af. 
fection for his inexhauſtible Goodneſs? 
Whether we extokhim as our Creator, and 
love him as our Friend? Let us alſo aſk 
ourſelves! theſe very material Queſtions: 
Have we at all Times, and upon all Oc- 


caſions, placed a ſteady and unrivalled 
Confidence? in his Power, Wiſdom and 

leren d Do we truſt in him as à Pro- 
dedion and Security from all Dangers, and 
lean upon him in all Adverſities as our 

only Contſort and Support? Do we never 
as; diſpute the Order and Propriety 
: ne ane enn, 


* 
— 


VT „„ contend | 
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contend againſt the Adminiſtrations of 


his Providence? Do we never repine and 


murmur at, or drooꝑ under, any of thoſe 
Afflictions or Calamities, which are either 
che falſe Coinage of a diſordered Imagi⸗ 
nation; or the Product of our own Sins 


and Indi ſcretions; or perhaps brandiſhed 


by an Almighty Arm for wiſe, though 
myſterious Reaſons, beyond the Reach 


of all human Knowledge? But do we ra- 
ther ſubmit to the Decrees of Heaven 


with a chearful and compoſed Humility, 
and a perfect Acquieſcence in the Al- 


mighty FIAT rejoicing under this 
Aſſurance, that all Things conſpire toge- 


ther for the eternal Intereſts of thoſe who 


love God; who refer all their Wiſhes and 


Defigns' to his unerring Diſpoſal; and 


who" worſhip him in public and in pri- 


"a 


vate, in Sincerity, and in Truth! 
The ſecond diſtinguiſhing Criterion of 
9 is evidenced by a ſound and 

rational 


As 
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- 8 3 be 
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"2 Wann Faith in its great Founder Chriſt 
Jeſus. In This Mirror can we ſee the 


Son of God himſelf, the Lord of all Na- | 
ture, deſcending fromthe cœleſtial Man- 
ſions, diveſted of his Glory, and volunta- 


rily ſuſtaining the Miſeries of corporeal 
Clay? Can we behold him thus eclipſing 
the Splendor of his Godhead, and ſoften- 
ing it with the feebler Rays of human 
| Virtue?! Can we view him alſo in his high 


miniſterial Function, and hear him ſpeak 


as never Man ſpake before? Being ſenſi- 
ble of our diſeaſed State, and that we are 


utterly incapable of effecting our own 


Recovery, do we belieye that this divine 


Phyſician (according to the Goſpel) was 


| inveſted with a Power almighty to heal? 
That he adminiſtered infallible Medicines 
both to the Souls and Bodies of Men? 


and that,” after a Life ſpent in'Sufferings 
beyond a Parallel, and in a continued 


1 of endleſs Beneficence, and 


l immaculaze | 
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immaculate Purity, that very Life was 
forfeited for our Sakes; to expiate the 
Sins of a guilty World? Do we hear that 
Voice, which, in the Depth of Agonies, 


pours out the melting Sounds of Mercy 
and Forgiveneſs? * Father, forgive them: 


„ for they know not what they do. Do we 


Fee that crimſon Stream flowing from his 
Side? For, One of the Soldiers with a 
* Shear pierced his Side, and forthwith came 
* thereout Blood and Water.” In a Word, 


do we often, very often, entertain a ten- g 
derly pleaſing Idea of the innocent, mur- 
dered Jeſus pleading in Behalf of his 


Murderers? an adorable God in Man, 
expanded and expiring on a Croſs ?—— 


And here now it is particularly incum- 
bent upon us to examine whether the 


Love of this divine BenefaQor is rooted 


in our Hearts? and whether we ſtudy 
how to cultivate and improve it into the 


| Fruits 
f E Luke xxiii, 34. I John xix, 34» 


exalted Praiſeꝰ 
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Fruits of Praiſes and Thank Ggivings, a- 
grecable to his ſacred Character; and the 


Value of thoſe ineffable Benefits, Which 
be has conferred upon us? Has that his 
moſt gracious and condeſcendi ng Office 
of a Mediator and Interceſſor, a ſtrong and 


pre vailing Influence upon our Minds and 
Affections in every religious Duty? Are 


w ſtruck with a deep Senſe of our own. 


loſt Condition; and that it is through: His 


Merit alone that we. can obtain!“ Re- 
He, he! was: 5 
leis chan the anly begotten of, the eterna] 


wiſhon of 
at the Hands of God? 


— 


Father, the Emanation of. his Glory, was 


the. expreſs Similitude of his Perſon, wag 
the: Meſſenger: of Immortality to Man: 
Is he therefore the Object, of our molt 
—It Was this pure and 


ſpotleſs Vidtim alone, the matchleſs and 
ſuper- eminent Love of this mighty: Prince 


of Peace, that cancelled chat Debt, r 


5 "TY the 1 11 7 | | 7 bs which 
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which all the Potentates of the Earth; 
and Principalities of Heaven, could not 
conſtitute an e en Recompence 


Is he therefore the Object of our ſincere 


Adoration ?—Tt was ſtil the fame! radiant 
Image of God, that burſt open the Gates 


of this mental Chaos, and diffuſed the = 


Luſtre: of his own all- chearing Sun over 
the benighted World; that called ee 
out of diſmal and horri | 


2 am tie men _ po ht ang 


ible Maia andes me bibeny of 


Sons of the Lord: Jehovah: Is he therel 
fore the Object of our Heart- felt Gratis 


tude and Love? If we can reflect on 


all theſe ſtupendous Inſtances of our Sas 
viour's | unbounded: Goodneſs; withbat 
rendering the moſt fervent and grate ful 
1 if we, who, moulded by the 


Q Hand 


gladſome and reviving e det from 
the miſerable Bondage of Corruption, and 
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Hand of Duits Trung from No- 


thing into Life, and from a rude and in- 
5 digeſted Chaos, ſtarted into a World of 
Harmony and Order, a World repleniſhed 


with Millions and Millions of Beings of 


our OWN Species, and an infini te Multi · . 
i plicity of both Animals and Ve getab les 


created for our Uſe ; and who were alſo 


exalted from a State of Miſery and Ruin 


to the Hopes of endleſs and inconceivable 
Happineſs; if we, I ſay, who are thus 
highly favored of our God, can reflect 


tereſted Beneficence, and yet not prefer 


the Love of HI M in Chriſt to all other 
Conſiderations, eſteeming it our beſt and 


| moſt. delighttul ö Study to pleaſe him. 
then will the whole Creation cry aloud 
aig nd exclaim againſt us, and bear Witneſs 
to the Vileneſs of our Ingratitude ; and 
Redemption, —injured, Joſt. Redemption, 
join the univerſal Teſtimony. 


1 8 x 
; 
x 1 * 
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An Intellectual Communication with 
the laſt Perſon inthe ETERNAL THREE 
is an indiſpenſibly neceſſary Proof of 
the true Chriſtian Character. In Refe- 
rence hereto, let us impartially examine 
our Conſciences. Will they faithfully 
teſlify that we cheriſh lively Conceptions 
of-this pure and individual «Eſſence of 
God? Do we gratefully acknowledge the 

infinite Obligations we are under to this 

great Agent in the Goſpel. C conomy ? 

Do we ſee the Neceſſity of his gracious 

Hand to conduct us through all the Vi- 

ciſſitudes of a precarious Liſe; to ſtimu- 
late and ſupport us through all ene 9g 

and perplexed Paths of Virtue, which 

0 lead to the Regions of ſubſtantial Bliſs; 

1 and to preſerve us from the too pleafing, = 
| * flowery Walks of Vice, which terminate 

in certain Ruin? Strong in the 'Belief, 
and unſhaken in the Confidence of this 

Fn” me. the Saints of all 

8 3 Ages 
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Ages / haye eſcaped the Poiſon mixed with 
the delicious Draught of Sin; have ut - 
terly abandoned alk the ſordid; though 
inchanting Gratifications of Senſe, as de- 
regatorx to their nobler Views; have 
ſpurned the forbidden Pleaſures of this 
abject World; and, e ven white they dwelt 
on Earth, converſed in Heaven: Yes: this 
Des been. the: unanimous Deelaration of 
them all. — 4 nen Grace of Got 
=. Which vou withi m. — And da we Be- 
neve that the fame: tender Shepherd ſtilt 
condeſcends to ſeed his beloved Flock; 
that he trapſmits his Gifts to each ſac. 
ceſſiva Generation; and ſheds his benign 
Influences on all the faithful Adherents 
op;the Lamb? that it is He by whom 
d lightened a chat e may know- what is the 
Habe lis Calling,” and mut the Riches _ 
"ah . e _ las ann. in the 
ie 9 RR al iwott (Hu ienIN 


5 A # x Cor. xv. 10. 8 E pheſ, i 1. 17, 18. 
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Saints. and that it is He by whem 


alone we are abundantly “ ftrengthened 
in the inner Man?” Do we believe 
that this invaluable Giſt of the Holy Spi- 
fit, and a proper Reception of it, is as 
neceſſary and effectual in promoting the 


Salvation of the Soul, as daily Food, and 


a regular Digeſtion is to the Nutriment 
and Suſtenance of the Body? When in- 


volved in Difficulties, or funk in Afflic, 
tions, do we then addreſs ourſelves to 


this divine Perſon, emphatically ſtyled 
the Comforter? Acktowletlging bur own 


Strength (comparati vely ſpeaking) to be 


Impotence, and our Wiſdom Folly, do 


his unerring Aſſiſtance to crown our fees 
ble Efforts with Succeſs? Do we aſcribe 
to Him the Merit of every laudable Ac- 
tion, and even the Propenſity of the In- 
clination preceding it? knowing that 
* we are not ſufficient of Ourſelves to 

* i; Dis: , think 


\ 
+. 2 Cor. iii. 3% 


we moſt humbly and ardently implore 


. i ee. 


1 Se Eramination ser. VIII. 
* think any T, hing as of Ourſelves : but but that 
*  our\Sufficiency is of Cod, and chat it is 
© Mie Who“ worketh. in us both to will, and 
* to ds of his good. pleaſure.” Do we ren- 
der Him the Praiſe and Honour due unto 
his Name, as he animates all the nobleſt 
Faculties of our Souls; and yet, far from 
requiring a Sacrifice of our own Abilities, 
demands our moſt ſtrenuous Exertion of 
them in Concurrence with his divine 
Operations? Finally, do we acknow- 
ledge that by his ſecret Inſpiration the 
polluted Mind 1s cleanſed and purified, 
and the Chains even of habitual Iniquity 


moſt obdurate Heart, and diſſolves the 
Flint lodged in the impenitent Breaſt? 
that heals the Wounds of a bleeding Con- 


ſiccience, fortifies the Soul with invincible 


- Reſolution, and breathes into it the inex- 
preſſibly Welling 8 80 of a bleſſed Im- 
5 ny 5 8 . 
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fall off? that it is this which ſoftens the 


. prove his own. Work" 
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Theſe are the fundamental Principles 
of Chriſtianity, 4 which elaim the moſt 
attentive and impartial Conſideration of 


the Self. Examiner. They are the Root 


from which all the other Branches of 
Religion derive their Exiſtence. How- 


ever, as the real Worth of the former can 
only be atteſted by the latter; as the Tree 


can only be proved by its Productions; 
let us, in the next Place, carefully exa- 
mine whether we are able to produce 


thoſe true Atteſtations of Faith in the eter- 


| nal Trinity, by which cen Mon fhoul 
—-But theſe 


7 being too extenſive to be inchuded within 
the Compaſs of a ſingle Diſcourſe, I ſhall 


beg Leave to recommend them to ”m—_ 


; Attention fome future rene 


; 
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| Yet ade me in Fl | mean "OY to 
prevail upon you to conſider yourſelves 


; as in the continual Preſence, and under 
n 5 Kh 4 „ the 


2 LO 
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as Self-Examination, [Ser. VII. 
he immediate Inſpection, of the omni - 
ſcient God; and to. ſtrive to condu& 
Fourſelves accordingly. Conſider that 
He ſees all your Actions, counts all your 
Words, and pervades your moſt recluſe 
and concealed Thoughts. All theſe tbe 
Mouth of Inſpiration declares we muſt 
- one Day be accountable for; and that an 
| irreverſible Appointment of eternal Re- 
Fo wards, or Puniſhments, will be pro. 
5 nounced upon them. We are aſſured 
alſo, even beyond the Shadow of a Doubt, 5 
that tat Day cannot be far diſtant, and 
that we are advancing towards it nearer 
and nearer every Breath we draw —— 
Then ſhall the proud inſulting Sinner, | 
Who here lorded it over his poor Fellow. 
Creatures, and aſſumed the high and cons 
temptuous, but more vain and contempti- 
; ble Look, Rand. dejed ed and abaſhed. 
Whilſt the humble and the contrite Peni- 
tent, who was perhaps held in Diſdain and 


LL od. Se} deen . 
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Deriſion here, ſhall lift up his Head wich 
Courage, and partake of that compleat 
and unmingled Joy, which before he had 

but a faint Conception of. O let us with 
all poſſible Caution avoid the deteſtable 
| Example of the one, and endeavor. to bi, 
confirm ourſelves in the amiable Prac- 
tices of the other. If we pretend to ſtand 
Candidates for a future Life, let not the 
fantaſtic Pleaſures of the preſent engrols 
our Affections, nor its waſting Intereſts 
our Care, But let us ſacrifice every ſin- 
ful Gratification to obtain the Favor of 
God, the Approbation of a ſerene Mind, 
and the immortal Happineſs of Heaven, 
——Let us alſo view the Son of God in 
the moſt engaging Light of a Redeemer, 
and Interceſſor. Let us conſider how 
much he has done, and ſuffered 'for us, 
And let the Excellence of his Doctrine 
inſtil into us a rational Faith, and the 
T ey of his Love an Obe- 
dience 


% 


. 924 ny 1250 
” 4. 


our own Works, by : a laudable Imitation of 


His ; and proclaim an undiſſembled Zeal 
for our Religion by copying the Life of 


its unblemiſhed Author, —And laſtly; 
acknowledging ourſelves impotent in the 
Execution of, as well as in barely forming 


any good Reſolutions, and alſo defeQive in 
the Works of our own Righteouſneſs, let 


the former be always uſhered in with 


fervent, and yet humble Addreſſes to the 
Holy Spirit, that he would be graciouſſy 


pleaſed to ingraft, ſtrengthen, and encou- 
rage them, and, for the Sake of Chriſt Je- 
ſus, to crown the latter with everlaſting 
Succeſs. And let us implore this ſacred 
Guide, with unwearied Perſeverance and 
Sincerity, to lead us at all Times ſafely 


through the mazy Labyrinth of our own 


1 Hearts, to purge them from every ſinful 
4 Pollution, and diſperſe all the Miſts of 


Partiality, Luſt, on Paſlion, that ſettle 
/ | ©3798 there: 


= Self- ICT AE \. '['Ser. VIII. 
Sei to his Commands. Let us prove 


} 


Ta 
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there: often joining with holy David in 
the Petition, which concludes that re- 
markable Pſalm, ſo juſtly admired for its 


g and lively Strokes of Poetry; 


For Try me, O God, and ſeek the Ground of 
% my Heart: prove me, and examine my 
« Thoughts, Look well if there be any Way 
* of Wickedneſs in me: and lead me in the 


40 May everlaſting. May | then that ſame 


great and omniſcient Being, unto whom 
* all Hearts are open, all Deſires known, 
* and from whom no Secrets are hid, 
* cleanſe the Thoughts of our Hearts by 


the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit; that 
* we may perfectly love him, and wor- 


i thily magnify his holy Name, through | 
* Chriſt our Lord!“ Amen.“ 


Pfa. cxxxix. 235 24. 
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r 
ELF-EXAMINATION further en- 
quired into, with its Advantages. 


Gat. vi. 4 
Let every Man prove his own Work ; and 
then ſhall he have rejoicing in himfelf. | 


| | . E R M O N IX. 4 0 hf 
Se 7 Examination further enquired into; ag 
with ts eee, 


's AL. vi. 4. 


Lr EVERY Man PROVE HIS own 


Worx; AND. THEN. SHALL HE HAVE 
A ToC IN HIMSELF, 


CELF-EXAMINATION is one of the 
moſt neceſſary and beneficial Duties 
incumbent upon Man. And whoever 
neglects it muſt inevitably be a © Diſ- 
* ſembler with God,” and his own Con- 
ſcience. He will ever remain blind to 
his own Errors, and deaf to his injured | 
Reaſon. Nay, he may almoſt fancy bim- 
ſelf purſuing the Road to Life, while he 
actually treads the Paths of Death. 


I would 
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I would particularly admoniſh a Perſon 
of this Character to-reſolve ſometimes. at 


leaſt to ſtand ftill, and“ think on his 
. Ways.” Let him conſider attentively 
whether he goes tight or wrong? And 
whither the Road, which he now purſues, 
is likely to lead him ꝰ Let him embrace 
the Advice recommended in the Words 
prefixed to this Diſcourſe, by © * hroving 
15 has own Work - * Let him compare his 
Actions with his Heart, that faithful 


Touch-Stone of Sincerity, and his Heart 


S with the Rules which are deſigned for his 


Direction in the ſacred Writings; with 


the Life and Doctrine of that Perſon, 5 
who is the great Patterfr of Goodneſs, 


and a ſound Inſtructor of all who have | 


Grace to liſtem to his divine Precepts;— 


Then muſt the long- worn Maſk imme - 


diately drop, off, and every lurking Vice 


appear in its proper Deformity. Then 


Will he ſtartle at his own inſufferable 
Unworthineſs 
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Unyorthineſs, diſdain all Partiality and 
Deceit, and find no Peace till he has re- 
5 Riored himſelf, by Humiliation and Re- 
pentance, thro' the Mediation of Chriſt, 
to the Favor of his offended God We 
| can dedicate no Part of our Time to 
greater Advantage, than thus diligently 
to examine the State of our Conſciences, 


and regulate our Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions. For when all Diſtinction of out- 


ward Forms and Profeſſion ceaſes, when 
every Argument ſhall be abſorbed in Aſ- 
ſurance, and when Faith itſelf ſhall be 


Joſt in Convition, hgh muſt Pang the 


lat decifive Day, at hp Bar of un 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, and een 5 


; In 7 part of thts. Subje, py 
treated onthe Nature of Selſe Examination, 


as far as it relates to a ſound and rational 


Faith in the ever ble eſſed and glorious 
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Tiny. —Let us now” ſtrictly examine, 
whether we poſſeſs thoſe evident Cha- 


Fukkeri iſtics of F aith, by which 0 every Ma an 


«- Me, We his 070n, Work. wh 


w# . 148 8410 6 


1 Not the warmeſt Pretenſions to a Love 


of God; not. the ſtrongeſt Dependence 


"if the Merits b our Saviour; not the 
higheſt F lights of enthuſiaſtic Inſpiration, 


will avail us in that Day, when * we 


_ ew! muſt. all appear before the Fudgment-Seat 


4 "of Oi, 5 'who will reward + * every 


1 


"66 Man according as has Work hall be,” un- 


lels our ConduR i in general is conliſtent 
with the Profeſſions we make. To be 


5 'zealouſly affected i in a good Cauſe i is cer- 
tainly right. But never can a holy 


Zeal, never can a ſaving Faith be eſta- 


15 "bliſhed's on the Ruins of Reaſon and Mo- 


rality. Never can they be deſigned by 
1 wiſe Author, in, who 7 ts of {he Eyes 


® 2 Cor. v. 10. Rev. 4 3 I As 
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han to behold (or countenance) Bu 
* iquity, as a Cloak to tlie Gratifications 
of Vice. Nol They cannot be vindi- 
cated by any other Means, than a ſincere 
Study to pleaſe God, and promote the 
Happineſs of Man. Theſe” are the 
Springs from whence our Zeal -ſhould 
flow: Theſe the laudable Motives, by 
vrhich to regulate its ONE Enn forms 
| its ONS nment, ist 4550 3/1 LV 5393 
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| "2 7 11 10 
12 lt at | 15 bleſſed | Lord uuns 'Ins 
POR: that we ſhould teſtify our Love 
for his Name, by living 1 in Conformity 
to his Will. 1 J ye love me, ſays he, 
if keep my Commandments: As if he had 
thus declared; All your [boaſted Ex- 
preſſions, and external Declarations f 
Love, I ſhall regard only as the deceit- 
. ful Exerc iſe of your Lips, proceeding 
nt che e Sallics of the Brain, which 
bil 8%" 916 XR 2 541115164 the 


ub : 1 John xiv, 13. 
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| the Heart: knows Nothing of, except ye 
adhere to the Rules which I have given 
you for the' Model of your Lives. Let : 
this ſacred Injunction then, which has 
others' innumerable to enforce it; be the 
Standard of all our Actions. And let 
ug take particular Notibe, without flats 
tering ourfelves:in a Matter of ſuch in- 
Knite Concern, how our Accounts, in 
every Reſpect, ſtand ene 
Dur own Conſciences. Let us endeavour 
to contract an habitual Recollection of 
all qur Ways. And let us trace our 
whole Conduct from the very Birth of 
Memory to the preſent Monient, DO 
_ we find, upon an unprejudiced Review 
of Life; chat we have preſerved, in * 
. ral; an even Tenor of Obedience to 
Laws of the moſt high Cod? Do we 
Proclaim our Sentiments of their Ex- 
_ Tellence, :Juſtice, and Purity, by a practi- 
al Adherence to r Are we ſtu- 


dious 


— 
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dious to become ſtill more and more 
conformed to their Authority? Are e. 
ſteady in our Reſolutions o conquer 
every Vice, to Which, from the Force 
of Habit, or our on natural Bent of 

Conſtitution, we perceive ourſelves the 
moſt ſtrongly addicted? Can we chal- 
lenge our Hearts to produce a: ſegpet 
Reſerve of any reigning. Faſſion, r fa 
vorite Sin? And, like ke the inignayt, 
Ruſtic. rooting the Thiſtie out of hig 
Corn, is it our inflexible Purpoſe to, gar 
dicate every poiſonqus Weed. that grpys 
there? Can we chearfully renounce the 
ait inV/etene: a Hahits,, pe Hut 
coil, eee ih bur Creator in 
are We en een to uſe N 
Grace, to ak. cents a 


e, and abſtain from every Divine 
p 8: Prohibition? 


246 The Advantage e, [ert IX. 
Prohibition? to ſacrifice: all the ſordid 
Intereſts, or Pleaſures of a ſublunary 
State, to the true Enjoyment of a tran- 
quit Mind, and a well grounded Hope of 


reapin Ing g thoſe un that are immor- 
tal oy immenſe?" 1 N 105 | 'F17 1433; 0. 2 


* * * 9 
» 1805. Ddr 19 1005 Naeh non 


Pönion of Mini; And even the beſt 
of ©* Men cannot always ſtand upright, 
unce the Violence of the Paſſions will 
ſoinetimes conquer the Power o 
afa"the” moſt” wakeful Senſe of Virtue 
| Hebp) under a near and preſſing Temp- 
tation; let us recognize, with all poſſible 
Mifluteneſs, our Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, and ſiſt the good from the bad: 
Let us carefiilly attend te every Step 
Where we have gone aſtray; and not 
one fo e to e 


Caution, the Services K the Py fiſt 
Aeli . | E . | as 24 
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and upright will be fruitleſs and in- 
effectual. This is the ultimate Point, 
to which a all our ſelf- Inquiries ſhould be 
directed. And ſurely no Degree of 

e can ever ſtand the Teſt of 


ſerious Conſideration, When a Man can 
once prevail upon himſelf to ſit, coolly 


1 & & 3\ # %A © 


down, and recolle& the Miſcarriages of 


his paſt Life, as well as anticipate, the 


Puniſhments denounced againſt. the, ob; 
durate | Wicked, he cannot but feel ſuch 


a Senſation as was never known, to him 
before; | every preſumptuous Offence 
” muſt unayoidably strike him with 2 
nameleſs, Horror, and every ſecret . Pol- 


lution engage his Aſſiduity to be cleanſed 
der The one he will ad ehr 


Ry a * 2 


ing, in | this 3 1550 pre rig ne- 
ceſſary and adyantageous Retroſpect, no 
Refuge in himſelf, no Shelter from 


2 Heaven's impending Storm, he Will then 


LY 


- 
: 
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fly for Security to the pardoning Mer- 


cies of God diſplayed in the all- fufficient 


Love of his Redeemer; by no Means 


| kegledting to - RIS for Tuch a 


= © 443; as +» 


blaue in all his future Engage- 


Eng 12250 with Sin and Miſery. | 1 


A = 
q* . 


Another very material Arti, Which 
may Well be included in this Subject, 
and which requires a more than ordinary 


Attention, is to inquire firialy 1 into the 


this, and this only, which gives 
hem all. If this is not Eight, 
bur beſt Employments, which, in a li- 


_ teral Senſe, are certainly Prai ſe-worthy, 


Will be fruitleſs in Reality, and even a 
regular Obedience, conifitied to'the Deed 


_ 4:(elf,” will forfeit all its Worth. The 


Jober Moraliſt, che daring Champion in 


"mow Virtue 8 Cauſe, may wrap himſelf 


af 1 


eee, Ee . ed * 


Fenuine Motive of our Actions. For it is 
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cloſely in his own Integrity; his Inte- 
grity may be ſupported by Reaſon, and 
his Reaſon refined by Education ;—nay, 
(if you will admit the Suppoſition to be 
practicable) let him not deviate from a 
ſingle Pre cept contained in the moral 
Law; and yet, after all, he ſhall never 
reap his expected Harveſt, nor be crown- 
ed with thoſe triumphant Laurels, which 
are promiſed to every faithful Soldier of 
; Chriſt. —A Paradox indeed lt ſhall be 
ſolved immediately. — The human Sight 
is weak and defeQive, and liable to be 
dazzled with external Forms. It can 
diſcern no further than the bare Surface 
of the Man. But the Eye of Heaven 
penetrates into every Corner of che 
Heart, and ſees all that works there. 
From thence, however, you aſſert, pro- 
ceeds every voluntary Action, whether 
it be good or bad. Let this be granted. 
ou ſtill inſiſt that every Fact proves 
itfelf. ; 
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itſelf and is diſcernible to others as wel 
as. its proper Agent; and if it, is good in 
its on Nature, it muſt be beneficial, 
according to its Extent and begree.— 
This is granted likewiſe, —But you will 
further urge, that all Deeds which are 
beneficial to Man, muſt i in Conſequence 
thereof be pleaſing to God; as Bene- 


ficence is one of his great Commands, 


comes neareſt to one of his own moſt ami- 


able Attributes, and ſhone with peculiar 
Luſtre in the bright Example of Jeſus 
Chriſt —In this Advancement is couched 


the Error to be corrected.— That wor- 


thy Actions are the only apparent Evi- 
dences of a worthy Heart, and the onl' 


Channel thro which is! conveyed to us N 


a Knowledge of Good and Evil, is not to 


be denied. Nor can any one be a true 
| Diſciple of Chriſt, who is not a zealous 
Advocate for good Works, and diligent 
| in executing the Orders of his great Lord 


and 


Ser. IX. J Self Examination. 251 
and Maſter; : But what we are fairly to 


ſcrutinize into, is the Motive that gives 


Birth to our Actions. Without a pious 
Sincerity here, there can be no poſſible 


Virtue. The Act, tho commendable i in | 


itſelf, will vaniſh into Nothing before 


the all- ſeeing God. It can never ſtand 


the Proof of a Divine Examination. — 
Leſt my Meaning ſhould be miſinter- 


preted, a ſew Inſtances will render it 


clear «nd intelligible. N 


* We will 3 firſt the grate ful 
Homage of Prayer, or the ſublime F lights 


of Praiſe; the outward. Characters of 


which are more expreſſive of a Godlike 
Genius, and (when exhibited with a ſin- 
cere Ardor) perhaps accompanied with 
more Divine F eelings, than any Employ- 
ment upon Earth ;—Both theſe are liable 
to be perverted. The lifted up Hand, 


and the bended Knee, * convey to 


; hog 


us 
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us the Signs of Worſhip and Humili- 


ation, and the Lips breathe out the In- 


cenſe of public Adoration and Thanks- 
giving, and yet not a Spark of Piety be 
kindled in the Breaſt. What abomi- 
nable Hypocrify is this! Here the Act, 
beheld in an abſtracted View, is graceful 


and becoming, and irreſiſtibly wins upon 


us; and the Tribute is ſuch, according 


to its ſpecious Appearance, as is worthy 


to be paid by an obliged Creature to his 


benign Creator. But“ God judgeth not as 


Man judgeth. ” He reſts not on bare Spe- 
.culation, but on the Mind's full Purport 
and Intent. He knows that all this = 
ward Figure is but falſe Coloring; 
idle Show direded merely by Form a 
_ Cuſtom, His keen Eye darts thro” the 
Hypocrite's $ thick- woven Maſk; He ſees 
the Phantom of Religion flutter upon 
bis Tongue, whilſt Infidelity, -or ſome- 
Ea worſe than Infidelity dwells at his 
Heart. 
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Heart. For what elſe are a Parcel of 
Words, if not prompted by this Dicta- 
tor? Can Piety and Holineſs be truly 
ſuppoſed to conſiſt in theſe? No: They 
bluſh to hear thoſe airy Sounds that have 


no Meaning: The varniſhed Sepulchre 


they diſdain to look upon. Their ſo- 
vereign Author too, by his own juſt, Con- 
tempt and Abhorrence, vindicates theirs, 
For: tie Sacrifice. of the Wicked is an 
* Abomination to the Lord; but the Prayer 
« of the Upright is his Delight,” Yes, one 
ſingle Wiſh, ſent from a ſincere and truly 
penitential Breaſt, will find its Way to 
the Throne of Mercy, whilſt all formal 
Petitions, and deceitful Addreſſes, are 
| hateful to the Ear of God. Tho Actions 
as well as Words, may, in ſome Inſtances, 
delude and impoſe upon our Brethren 
of Mankind, ſhort-ſighted Mortals like 
ourſelves, it is to the Rectitude of the 
Meurt n, that He who cannot be de- 
40701424 ceived 


Prov. xv. 2. 
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ceived will lend his Regard. This 


ſhould be rendered expreſſiy Ive with Sin- 
cerity to the omniſcient God, as the Lips 
are with Utterance to our Fellow-Crea- 
tures; and the Language of true Holi. 
neſs and unaffected Piety ſhould flow 
from hence, as Expreſſions from the 
Mouth. Tie” £150 OV att nets) i 
"If in next Place, we have Reſpect 
unto the Duty of Beneficence, we ſhall find 
it equally liable to be adulterated and 
abuſed. T inſtance only that ſingle 
Branch of this extenſive Virtue, com- 
"monly called Almfgiving. Our generous 
Laws, in Regard to this proviſionary Ar- 
ticle, are meritorious and Praiſe. worthy: 
But this does not enhance the Merit of 


Ind ividuals. ; Compulſeve Virtue is an im- 


proper Term: It is no Virtue at all. 


'Oftentation, alſo, which, under this In- 
5 ane is the capital Error intended to be 
5231 reproved, 
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1 reproved, is fied miſtaken for real Cha- 


rity ; and many there are who out of their 
Abundance caſt much into the Treaſury, 
not a Mite of which will turn to Advan- 


tage in that Day, when Accounts ſhall be 
fairly adjuſted before God and the holy 
Angels. The Reaſon i is manifeſtly this; 


that the Deſign of their Liberality is to 


catch the vain Applauſe of the World, 
inſtead of obtaining the Approbation of 


Him who ſhould influence all our Ac- 


tions, — „ Give Alms of thy Goods, and 
never turn thy Face from any foor Man, 


and then the Face of the Lord ſhall not be 


1 turned away from thee,” is a tenderly 
affecting Expreſſion; and while its Ten- 


. derne ſs excites our Affection, the Benefit 
annexed to an Obſervance of the Com- 


mand muſt greatly encourage every reli. 
: gious Man to deal his Bread to the hungry, 


Wers reach his Cup to the thirſty Laps” A 


Full 


Job iv. 2. 


: — 
. vo. 1045: We 
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full Expectation of the Light of God's 
Countenance ſhining upon us, is the 
only valuable Motive to a performance 
of this Duty. 4 % Take Heed then that ye 
1 do not your Alms before Men to be ſeen of 


« them; otherwiſe ye habe no Reward of 
e your Father whach is in Heaven. —N ay, 


Compaſſion itſelf is by no Means to ſtand 
in Competition with the divine * 
The Plea of the Neceſſitous indeed, is 
; very ſtrong and perſuaſive; and . is 
a ſilent Eloquence in Diſtreſs, which, 

: ſuperior to the fineſt Rhetoric, ſoftens 

the moſt flinty Heart, and almoſt forces 
it to ſhare in the Sufferings of a poor Fel- 
low- Creature. But even this Motive, eſ- 
ſential as it is, and tho' it cannot fail to 
attract the Benevolence and Eſteem of 
Man, does not reach to the Dignity and 
Perfection of that Character, which, in 
the figurative Senſe, 5 ays up. in Store 4 
| "7500 good 


t Matt. vi. 1. 
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good Foundation againſt the Time to 
© come.” This cannot be effected but 


by * © honoring the Lord with our Sub- 


_** ſtance;” that is, by entertaining a com- 
paſhonate Regard for the human Spe- 
cies, founded on a cordial Love of the 


Supreme Being. For His Sake it is that 
we ſhould fupply the Wants of the 
Needy, and break the Bonds of the op- 
preſſed ; pour Balm into every Wound, 


and dry up every Tear we ſee. The 


primary Intention of the Heart is to be 
dedicated only to Him. Then will every 


worthy Action reſt on a ſound Baſis, and 


prove a Bleſſing upon the Head of its 
Author. Otherwiſe to extend our Com- 
paſſion and Aſſiſtance, tho' to the wor- 


thieſt and and moſt miſerable Objects, is 


nothing more than ſoothing a delicate Dif. 
poſition, for the Privilege of which we 


are : indebted to Nature. This is only a 


. — 


AER EIS 
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temporary. Satisfaction, which juſt ſmiles- 
upon the Act, but will find no Fh in 


the eternal Kingdom. mn. 


. that. congrebinker Terms is 
as Inſtance, by which, without a 
care ful Inſpe Chon into our real b Characte 1 
we may caſily be deceived in the Opi- 
nion we form, of ourſelves. 80 nu- 
merous are the bad Effects of Intem- 
perance, in Reference to Health, Repu- 
tation, and Fortune, that it is poſſible to 
abſtain from all the ſeveral Degrees of 
this Vice, for the Sake of poſſeſſing theſe 
earthly Bleſſings, excluſive of the leaſt 
Honor or Regard due to God. ——But 
where. then is the Merit of ſuch a Con- 
duct? Piety cannot claim the ſmalleſt 
Share in it, And how, many unhappy 
Wretches, chere are, who, having ſapped 
| the Foundation of. their Health in Lux- 
ury and Luſt, lament for ever after the 
2 1 "3 „ 


* * ; 
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Loſs of this - invaluable , Jewell! How 
many too bewail the irreparable Injury, 
which their own_Miſ-Condu& has en- 
talled upon their, Character! And how: 
ſenſibly does the Prodigal regret the 
Subverſion of his Fortune, and, with 
that, the Ruin perhaps of ſeveral i inno- | 
cent Perſons, incurred by his on Folly, 
and Extravagance!, But where is the 
Repentance? It never can conſiſt in 
bathing with falſe Tears a Wound which 
your . own Hand has made. Where, 
either the Practice of Sobriety is ſup- 
ported, or the Loſs of it deplored, from 8 
a bare Concern for any temporal Ad- 
vantages or Endowments, and a reveren- 
tial Reſpect to God ſhut out of the Ac- 
count, there is only the Shadow of Re- 
ligion without its Subſtance. To ſup- 
poſe that Religion centers in Morality 
alone, is harboring a chimerical No- 
tion. It is building all our Hopes of 
L12775 8 2 n 


220 


| arid Morality ſhould be Compamens in- 
ſieparably connected. heir Kindred 
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\ : 
7 
4 


Happineſs on a fandy Baſis, Divinity 


Streams ſhould flow on conflatitly- to- 


_ gether. And as God is the great Ori. 


giral, the pure Fountain of all Goodneſs, 


ſo no Action can be deemed truly good, 


either pleaſing to Him, or berieficial to 
Ourſelves, which is not derived from One 


n e n - we 


1 0 ſeveral other Vir- 
tues, that appear outwardly fair, ſhining 
before. Men in all their afual Splendor, 
and yet, for Want of a laudable Mo- | 


tive, Ioſe all their in ward Worth i= 


But let it be fuffieient to obſetve at once, 
that the Praife and Glory of our Maker 


ſhould be the principal: Spur to every 


Virtus, and that this indiſſdluble Chai 


(i. e. Jo/oph's Expoſtulation with his 
en 3 laid: on the Neck of 


every 
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every Vice,“ Can Ido this great Wicks 


© edneſs, and fin againſt God?” HE is the 
glorious Object to which our ſtricteſt At. 
tention ſhould be directed i in ad Rep 


of Life. 


— 


Thus have I aſſayed to draw out 3 


Plan of the extenſive Duty of Self-Ex- 
amination, The Repreſentation is but 
feeble and defective. It is my ardent 


Wiſh that you may tranſpoſe it into your 
own Breaſts, and be enabled to improve 
it there by Grace, Faith, and Practice: 
To promote this End, I would yet fur- 


ther recommend it to your Obſervation, 


that a frequent Retirement from the 
World and all its anxious Cares, is the 
moſt favorable Opportunity for the En- 

god and profitable Re- 
Hexions; and for theſe alſo to make the 
* and moſt laſting Impreſſion. 
8 This 


tertainment of 


® Gen. xxxix. 94 


— 


— = — 2 
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T his i is the Time to regulate our Thoughts, 

and to ſearch into all the dark Receſſes of 
the Mind. The Hurry of Buſineſs con- 
fuſes our Ideas, and the giddy Noiſe of 
Company ſequeſters our Attention from 
better Employments. But in Solitude all 
is calm and tranquil: We ſleal away 
from the great Stage of Action, and bid 
Defiance to each alluring Scene. Every 
Object around us proclaims the Power, 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of the Deity, 
and naturally diſpoſes the Soul to ſerious 
; Recollection. We are ſtrongly invited 
to view ourſelves i ina comparative Light 
| «with all other Creatures, and to conſider 
with an attentively pleaſi ng Gratitude, 
the ſuperior Deſign of our own Creation, 
Here we may enter into a divine Correſ- 
pondence without Ridicule, and dwell 

upon it without Interruption.” The De- 
riſion of the Fool is baniſhed; and the 
dire Sound of 850 Wicked, together 


— 
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with their horrid Deeds, here, as in the 
Grave itſelf, ** ceaſe from troubling.” — 
All is peaceful and ſerene. And silence 
is the moſt eligible Society. We may 
here hold the Mirror to our Breaſts, and 
take a clear and diſtin& View how Mat- 
ters are conducted there. Here we may 
ſee the hidden Springs of all our Actions, 
and diſcover in what Manner each power- 


ful Temptation points its Darts. — In 
Sum, it is here only that we can dive 


into ourſelves, and have the faireſt Oc- 
caſion offered to us, without any Impor- 
tunity from outward Occurrences, of 
freely proving our own Work.” Such, 
O solitude! is the tranquil Pleaſure; and 
ſuch (under the Influence of divine 
Grace) are the real Comſorts and Ad- 
un that attend on Thee. nee 
anne ber Reſult of the Chriſtian's 
elk du. or Survey of his paſt Lite, 


* 


4 


b 
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is an earneſt Application to Penitence 
and Virtue: the happy Conſequence of 
which is elegantly expreſſed in the latter 
- Tart of the Text; he hall have rejoicing 
; | in hunſelf.” His Happineſs does not 
depend on caſual Circumſtances, or ex- 
ö ternal Aids: He borrows not his Joy 
from the capricious. Smiles of Fortune, 
or the fluctuating Favors of the Great; 
but has a perennial Fund within, —* he ts. 
N. Jaligied from hamfelf.” If ſuch a one 
bproſpers in the World, and the Days of 
Sunſhine ſmile upon him; this adds a 
Luſtre to his Virtues; his Honor and his 
Affluence afford a double Reliſn. The 
Current of his Life is pure and ſerene; 
not ruffled by the Storms of Paſſion, or 
darkened by the tempeſtuous Showers 
of Guilt: His ſecular Affairs move on 
with Evenneſs and Tranquility; perfect- 
ly ſatisfactory to the happy Man himſelf, 
| beneficial to all argund him, On 


1 
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the contrary; if the impending Clouds 
of Adverſity obſcure his Merit; tho he 
be impoveriſhed by the repeated Strokes | 
7 of Providence, threatened by the Con- | 
| tumely of the Proud, and expoſed to the 
Inſults of the Prophane; he is ſtill rich 
in the Poſſeſſion of Grace, eaſy in a ſelf- 
approving Conſcience, and honored by 
the concurring Approbation of the. great 
God. Secure under ſuch a Shelter, 
What Dangers can diſturb, much leſs, 
what Terrors break his Peace? If the 
Storms abroad are never ſo tempeſtuous ; 
let them blow from every Quarter of 
the Globe; he is ſtill calm and unruffled 
at Home. Does his Character, which 
is of more dcling Worth than the pre- 
cious Mines of Jewels, ſuffer from the 
venomous Tongue? If the Aſperſions | 
thrown againſt him are not without 
Foundation, he invokes the Aid of God's 
Holy Spirit to corroborate his g od Re- 
ſolutions, 


ut 


* 
* 


%., —_—. 
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Jolutions, that he may reform his Life. 
If they are groundleſs, he pities the Pro- 
pagators, but cannot be robbed of the 
comfortable Teſtimony of his own Breaſt, 

It is indeed impoſſible not to feel the 
Sharpneſs of ſuch a Sting, which per- 
haps no earthly Medicine can extract; 
but he is ſtill a Goſhen to himſelf; he 


* rejoices in a GOOD HEART towards 
| the Lord, and ſits victoriouſly ſmiling at 
| his own Diſtreſs, —Is he not only ca- 


ö Jumniated and reviled, but undeſervedly 
| perſecuted, and perſonally injured ? 
He ſafely leans upon Omnipotence as 
his ſtrong Pillar, and joins in chat noble 
Declaration with the Prince of Iſrael, 
L 15 4 he Lord is my Light and my Salva- 
4 ktion: whom then ſhall I fear ; The Lord 
„ (with an Air of Joy and Triumph, he 
ul repeats both his Confidence and his Chal- 
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1 whom then ſhall I be afraid?” — Does he 
labor under any languiſhing Diſeaſe, 
or ſtruggle under acute Pains of Body ? 
he ReQitude of his Mind i is ſuperior 
to all Afflictions. He acquieſces i in the 
Almighty s infinitely wiſe Diſpoſals, and, 
with Eli, teſtifies his Reſignation and 


Humility, in that pious and exemplary 
Expreſſion, + © It is the Lord let him do 


% what ſeemeth him good:” Always ſteady 


to, and exulting in, this Affiance; that 
tho 2 * Heavineſs may endure for a Night, 


«© yet oy. cometh in the Morning in 
that everlaſting Morning, to be ſuc- 


ceeded by no Night at all. This is an 


Expedtation which enlivens the blackeſt 
Gloom. It reconciles him to every Kind 


of n. and to every Degree of 
-Thus ſhall “ every Man, who 


Pain, = 
"©: proves his own Work, have rejoicing in 


45 * py x He mall be able to refine 
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upon the Joys of Proſperity, and ſtand 
unſhaken againſt Adverſity's ſevereſt 


Storms. And when both one. and the 
other ſhall arrive at their final Period, 


when the Veil of this mortal Clay ſhall 
be worn out, and all the Shadows of Joy 
and Grief ſhall be diſperſed; he ſhall 
then ſolace himſelf in the full Perfection 
of Bliſs, the un-embittered Enjoyments | 
of n. : 


May than that gracious x Being, - "Rip is 


the great Author of all temporal Come 
fort, and eternal Joy, ſhed on eyery in- 


dividual Member of his Church, the be- 
nign Influence of his Holy Spirit, and 
pour upon us the Abundance of his own 
moſt effectual Aids, thro' Jeſus Chriſt! 
that we may be enabled to adyance daily 


in the Knowledge of ourſelves ; being con- 


vinced how greatly conducive this is 
to our endleſs Honor and Happineſs. — 
And 
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And may it alſo be particularly remem- 

bered, that ſuch a Knowledge can be no 

otherwiſe conducive to this moſt eſſential 

Point, than as it promotes the delightful 

_ Exerciſe of PENITE NTIAL PIETY, 
and PURITY of MANNERS! 


This I pray God grant, for the Sake, 
and thro' the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus our 
Saviour: To whom, with the Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honor, &c. 
Amen. 
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SERMON X. 
The Reaſonableneſs and Propriety of 
ſenſual Mortification. 
: Colo i. 5. 


Mortiſy therefore your Members which are 
upon the Earth, 
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WHICH ARE YPON THE EAATE. 


* 


Variety of them which is implanted/ 


Wiſdom of God, and the probationa 
State of Man, Wit 
would be diveſted of all her Charms, 
(which are { 1 it ed k 


proves àt once the Power and 


theſe; Virtue 


Strength of Reſiſtance): and Vice would 
laſe its Name. Nay, without Theſe alf 


* 


human Life would ſtagnate, and we ſhould 


- be 


main Springs of Action. And that 
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be deſtitute of the Power of exerting 
thoſe Faculties, which ſo eminently 
diftinguiſh us in the viſible Creation. 
The Will, conſidered abſtractedly, is na- 
turally ſluggiſh and quieſcent, and it is 
neceſſary it ſhould be actuated by the 
Paſſions gentle Gales; which are juſt as 
uſeful to the mental Conſtitution, as the 
Circulation of the Blood is to the animal 
They preſerve and maintain its Strength 
and Activity. And yet theſe very Paſ- 
ſions, which are the Springs of Nature, 
unleſs: kept under due Regulation, and 
confined within the Limits of Reaſon, 
will quite miſlead us in the ſpiritual Race, 
and hurry us on to total Ruin. They are 
; the F orerunners of that long Train of 
Vices, and the innumerable Miſeries (the 
natural Conſequenceof thoſe Vices) which 
are ſo cloſely connected with the human 
Mind. We cannot charge Reaſon with ſo 
diſingenuous, and falſe. an Accuſation. 
„Dirne * bas 18 anbieten From 
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From ſo pure a Fountain ſuch diſturbed 
Streams can never be ſuppoſed to flows. 
It is Her Buſineſs to preſide over the 
Paſſions, and inure them to Subjedtion. 
Of Theſe ſhe ſhould entertain a ſtrong 
and laſting Jealouſy, and be conſtantly; 
guarded againſt any of their woe 
For tho' the Force of them indeed 
much ſtrengthened, or impaired, nag 
ing to the different Influence of the Con-i 
ſtitution, Proſperity and Ad verſity, or 
other ſimilar Cauſes, yet the Seeds are 
ſown in every Breaſt; which, without 
proper Care and Vigilance, will not only 
take a deep and fixed Root, but naturally 
ſprout forth, and deſtroy the Man. And 
yet no one can juſtifiably plead, from 
the innate Power of the Paſſions, an Ex- 
cuſe for any ſinful Compliances. Be- 
cauſe our gracious Creator has endowed 
us with Reaſon for this very Purpoſe,. — 
10 enable us to reſtrain every retina 
ra Appetite, 


Appetite, and ont the Dignity « ot 
N e 


It is the Libertines . Ples, 
that it can {urely be no Offence to com- 
' ply with the Bent of our own Nature, 
and to gratify thoſe Deſires, which God 
has made a part of the human Frame 
itfelf,— Argument as this, 
might dend Cait the Mouth of an Epi- 
eurean Diſciple, whoſe great Maxim is, 
* Let us eat and drink, for. to-marrow- we 


before me Light of the Goſpel Diſpen- 
ſation. This teaches us a Doctrine of a 
different Kind. We are here exhorted 
totale no Thought: (or, according to 
the Original, not to be too anxious) ** for 
* -what we ſhall eat, or what we ſhall drink.” 


n. men bn which, war ao 
* "$ 0 
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1 die: But it cannot ſtand a Moment 


Agd St, Peter admoniſhes us to.+ << abs, 
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Ser. X.] ſen ſual Mortifieation. 2 
« zhe Soul And St. Paul alſo, in the 
Words of the Text, to“ mortiſy our Mem- 
* bers which are upon tie Earth.” And 
to anſwer the ſame wiſe and beneficial 
Purpoſes, were Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing beſtowed on Man. It is the Voice of 
Theſe as well as of Inſpiration, that the 
Duty of Man is to curb the wild Sallies 
of every head-ſtrong Paſſion, and mode- 
rate his Affections for the Pleaſures of a 
fleeting Life, Why elſe is he diſtin- 
guiſhed by the peculiar Characteriſtie 
of-Lord of this lower World; by the 
Capacity of enjoying a real Senfe of 
Pleaſure, proceeding from every lauda- 
dle Action, and feeling a fecret Check of 
Conſcience, whenever he acts amiſs; and 
ſtill more particularly by that Divinity 
that ſtirs within him, and intimates an 
Eternity of Rewards, or Puniſhments, 
whieh ſhall- be the certain e- 


* , e CE OE EE II IN — — 1 - - 


The Reaſonableneſs of [Ser. > 


278 


of his unden in this) hore Scene 


1 * 


The metered that are driven 
by the mere Impulſe of Inſtin& and Na- 
ture, act according to that Inſtin&, and 
anſwer: the Deſign for which they were 
created, But does Man anſwer the no- 
ble Deſign of his Creation, when be ſur- 
renders himſelf a Slave to the Tyrants 
of his own Breaſt, a Dupe to every ſpor- 
tive Paſſion? No! He derogates from 
the Superiority of his Species, fruſtrates 
the grand Purpoſe for which he was ſent 
into the World, and throws himfelf upon 
a Level with the Brutes that periſn. 
And, which is yet far worſe than all the 
reſt, unleſs a timely and ſevere Repen- 
tance takes Place, he renders himſelf both 
miſerable in this Life, and utterly diſ- 
qualified for a Portion of the inderitunce 
in an eternal State. 


Hut 


Ser. X.] /enſual Mortifcation: us 
But the Libertine, to juſtify, or at Tealt 
palliate the Horror of his licentious Prac- 
tices, will further urge; that, confider- 
ing the Weakneſs of human Nature, on 
the one Hand, and the Strength of Temp- 
tations that continually aſſault it, on the 
other, we muſt inevitably deviate from 
thoſe rigorous Duties which God has 
injoined; for how is it poſſible for frail 
Man to mortify thoſe Members which - 
united to the Body itſelf; born with it; 
of its own Nature; and by that very 0 
Nature addicted to thoſe Pleaſures, which | 
are ſo ſtrictly prohibited? This is the 
capital Plea of the unhappy Senſualiſt. 
—But how vain and groundleſs ſuch an | 
Aſſertion is, appears by the beſt Support 
that can be produced in Favor of any 
Argument; and that is, abſolute Fact; 
by that illuſtrious Catalogue of Worthies, | 
that noble Army of Martyrs, who ho- 
5 Dareda God 1 in their Lives, and in their 
. y 4 Deaths 
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Deaths magnified. his hal Name. Can 
we refle& on the many Self-Denials, the 
many and great Atchievements of thoſe 
ſuffering Heroes, recor ded in different 
Parts of Scripture, and then preſume to 
alert, that the moſt importunate Soliei - 
tations of Senſe, are not to be reliſted, 
the higheſt Part of Virtue not to. be at- 
tained? How eminently did They fhine 
£1 in all the Graces that can dignify the | 

Chriſtian - Name; in Temperance, in 
Meekneſs, in Patience, in Charity; in a 
ſteady Fortitude under the ſevereſt Tri- 
als; in a chearful Submiſſion to many 
great and complicated Hardſhips; in a 
noble Contempt of Injuries, and Death 
itſelf! It would carry me beyond the 
6 Limits of a Diſcaurſe to enumerate all 
thoſe glorious Examples, whichadorn the 
Pages of either the Old or New. Teſta- 
ment. Let it be ſufficient to obſerve, 

chat. —_ 1 they compoſe that 
* 90 Cloud 
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no Cunning can evade, no vain Philo- 
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Cloud of Witneſſes,” whoſe" Power of 


Conviction no idle Rhetoric can refute, 


ſophy explain away. Theſe are they 
who * ſubdued Kingdoms, wrought Righ- 


* teouſneſs, obtained Promiſes, fopped the 


% Mouths of Lions: Theſe are they who 
+ * were ſtoned, were ſawn aſunder, were 


«6 Hain with the Sword; | who wandered a- 
* bout. in Sheep Shins, and Goat-Skins; 


* deftitute,  afflifted, tormented.” — And 
were not theſe diſtinguiſhed Patterns of 
Virtue Þ * Men. ſubject to like Paſſions as 


% oe are?” Were they not expoſed to 


the fame alluring Objects to engage their 
Attention? And had they not the ſame 
Capacity of Pleaſures and Enjoyments, 
the ſame tender Feelings of Pain and 
Grief? And aſter all, were they polleſſed 


of any Advantages ſuperior | to thoſe 
which we are bleſſed with? We have 


| the 
* Heb, xi. 33» + Heb. xi. 37. t James Ve 127. 
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the: Mercies of God in Chriſt diſplayed 
in an endleſs Variety of Inſtances; and | 
we have the ſame free and moſt gracious 


Offers of his holy Os to Hoping and 
conduct Us. | | 


The Occaſion is favorable, from the 
Mention of this ineſtimable Privilege, 
to remind you of that tender Promiſe of 
our bleſſed Lord, © your heavenly Father 
% will give the holy Spirit to them that aſk 
* him.” This levels at once all the Ar- 
8 that ever were, or can be, ad- 
vanced in the Cauſe of Libertiniſm, on 
a ſuppoſed Impoſſibility of conquering 
the Temptations of Vice. Only implore 
the divine Aſſiſtance of your heavenly 
Father with faithful and ſincere Hearts, 
and, depend upon it, the Violence and 
Impetuoſity of your Paſſions ſhall be 
Ad. your Infirmities ſhall be ſtrength- 

ened, 


” Luke xi. 130 
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ened, and ye ſhall be enabled to co 
operate with that Grace, which conquers 
_ every Temptation. Our Apoſtle con- 
firms my Paraphraſe on this Aſſurance. 
For we are Þ © ſtrengthened with Might by 
« his Spirit in the inner Man.” And 
again; 4. The Spirit alſo helpeth our In- 
« firmaties,” And again, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the Corinthians, he is very ex- 
preſſive; & God 4s faithful, who will not 
% ſuffer ou to be tempted above that ye 
* are able; but will with the Temptation 
* alſo make a Way to eſcape, that ye may 
« be able to bear it.“ This clearly im- 
ports, that our good God proportions 
the Power of every Temptation incident 
to Man, to his Ability of reſiſting it; and 
that He will not ſubject him to any 
| heavier Burthen than he ſhall be enabled 
(unleſs defeated by his own Folly) to 
ſuſtain, | A "ex I Truth this! 


A great 
1 EpheC, i iii. 5 Rom, viii, 16. 7 SB Gor. Xs 13. 
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A great Encouragement to the godlike 
Mind to continue its Progreſs in the Paths 


of Virtue, unbiaſſed by the fudden Ir- 
ruption of any intruding Vice; and an 
abſolute Confutation of the Sinners ab- 
Jurd Reaſonings, which are founded on 


n other Baks than that We & a 


HEART. 3 

+ Thus Reaſon, ne e all 
een to prove the Poſſibility of ſub- 
duing our predominant Paſſions, and of 


in Other Words, of. 9 mortiſying our Mem- 


how nn ba the” Earth,” 

But to *% more Se 2 the 
Verſes preceding the Text, we are en- 
_ horted to ©. feck thoſe Thangs. whack ane 


e Hand of God ;* and to fix our A 50 


1 5 And 


<4: above,” where Chrift fittath. on the 51 


n! ane & not e on Top on the Earth: * 
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And on this Condition it is, that wken 
*: Chre/t, who is our Life, Mall appear, the 
* ſhall we alſo appear ' with him in Glory." 
And then the Apo ſtle dire ily ſ abjoins, 
*© mortiſy therefore (or for this very Reas 
ſon, becauſe ſuch Happineſs is condi⸗ 
tze Earth,” "He then particulariaes ihe 
Sins to which he ſuppoſes human Nature 
to be generally addicted, (viz.) “ For nica- 
*« tron, Unciranneſi, inordinate Aﬀettions 
* evil Concußiſcence, and Covetauſneſs 
E: which, is {dolatry. For which Things 
© Sake tie Math of God cometh on tha 
% Cinldren of Diſobedience.“ Theſe are 
the dangerous Rocks Which fo many 
Thouſands have ſplit upon: Theſe the 
fatal Crimes, which ſo frequently bring 
down the heavy — of God: upon 
his rebellious” Children. And we may 
be fully convinced, that Nn we 
* as "Bounds Which. God has 
6 ein 


preſeribed, violate any of his Laws, and 
make Reaſon, Virtue, or whatever is 
truly honorable, ſubſervient to the un- 
ſatisſied Cravings of Appetite, we not 


only degrade the Dignity of our Nature, 
but for the Sake of a few fallacious, mo- 
mentary Pleaſures, become ee 


to "hes * aan ; Log ata Deal n 
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er we find ihe Lats: of. a 
divine Seal; whatever Command carries 


this Sanction along with it; there ſhould 
both our Attention and Affections be 


particularly engaged. This of itſelf 
ought to be a ſufficietit Recommen- 
dation to thoſe People who paſs under 
the Denomination of CHRISTIANS. 


But when we further conſider, that if we 


act in Conformity to the Rule of God's 
Commandments, we ſhall certainly ** ap- 


gear uit him in Glory and, on the 


N that! tie Wrath of God cometh | 


x 


* 0 
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on the Children of Diſobedience ;” plainly, 


that an Eternity of Happineſs or Miſery. 


in a future World, depend on our Be- 
haviour in this; this ſurely ſhould in- 


duce us to * mo rtify the Luſts that are in 


* our Members,” above all other Argu- 


ments that can be offered, and in De- 
fiance of any Temptations thay op fall 
in our Way. r. 
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; Ben " indeed a deplorable Truth, and 


ſuch as admits of no Diſpute, that the 
dire Effects of original Sin, are entailed” 
upon the whole Race of Adam. That 


inward Depravity, that natural ſtrong 
Propenſity to Evil, which began to reign 
in the firſt Ages of the World, and has 
been ſince transferred to all Poſterity, 
ill; ſticks cloſely to us, and requires the 
ſeadieſt Reſolution, and the moſt vi- 
gorous Application of all our Faculties 


to ſubdue. 'To mortify the Luſts and 


Lane Appetites 


— 


an At -...... k 
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Appetites of ohr Nature; to cool the 
Ferment of aur * when alarmed 
by any ſudden and powe ful Tempta- 
tion; to-rtpel the Feber, and refift the 
fabtle Attacks of our grand Enemy, who 
watches: our Inclinations, and nicely 
frikes in with our ſeveral Humors and 
Diſpoſitions: in Sum, to eradicate thoſe 
noxious Weeds, that grow in our, own; 
Breaſts, and to conquer all the Delu- 
fions of a vain but inchanting World, 

5 confeſledly a Work of the - utmoſt jen 
culty, and ſuch. as will colt Wr hard 
and n e to wml 1155 


5 But "a us OW e 3 
whether an habitual Indulgence of our 
earthly! Members: will not — — us 
a2 more real, and laſting Miſery, and 
aftually prove a Work of greater Labor, 
than a virtuous Mortification' of them 
gan. be. ſuppoſed ever ta be attended! 
I FR with? 


* — 
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| Sirene the Man whoſe mean 
1 ſordid Views are contracted within 
— narrow Circle of his dear Self! With 
what eager Anxiety he ſtudies to gratify 
the + n moſt contemptible bf all 
the Pa { With what" tefileſs Care 
and 3 does the poor deſpica- 
ble Wretch ſcrape and hoard! How ig 
be harraſſed under the perpetual Drud- 
gery of increaſing, and toftured with che 
Ftightful Apprehenſions of -diminiſhing 
his darling Stock - devoted ſolely to his 
on mercenary Purſuits; - ſleeled againſt 
the tender Eloquence of the mourning 
Heart, and weeping Eye; and loſt to 
all the true Pleaſures that flow from a 
communicative G 00d. On the other 
Side, behold the voluptuous Prodigal; 
whoſe Life is ſpent in a continual Round 
ol Vanity and Folly ! See him ſacrifice 
his Honor, Health, Reputation, and what- 
: ever is ad to the Gratification of 
Intiduil > oy a ſingle 


* _ 
1 . mo 

. d J WY 1.4 6 
PPP 2 nec 4. 


* 


29% The Regſonableneſt er Ser. X. 
a ſingle Hour! And when Luxury is 
ſated, and Imagination itſelf is cloyed, 
how baſely, but how much in vain, does 
he e mploy his injured Reaſon (that Coe- 
lhe Li Hed eee is hi 
for a quite different purpoſe) to aſſiſt the 


Reliſh of his palled Appetites, and to 


feed each dying Flame ie the 
proud, ambitious Mortal, who pants after 


popular Breath, and fondly courts. the 


fantaſtic Applauſe of an undiſtinguiſh- 


plore the giddy. Height of Fame! laying 
every Obſtacle in his Paſſage waſte. be 
fore him: And how bitter is the Angui 
of Diſappointment, when he fails of gain- 
ing the much-wiſhed-for Point! And 
| ſhould he prove ſo ſucceſsful as to arrive 
even at the Summit of his Wiſhes, Diſ 
appoi ntment though in a diſſerent Garb) 
haunts him ſtill; he proves all the de- 
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ing Multitude! With how much Toil 
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lightful Promiſes he made to himſelf 
falfe ; all the "viſidrary Glories of the 
Proſpect vaniſh; ExpeRtation is daſhed;* 
and AL L IS VANITY. — Ah! 
Thrice welcome, humble, ſolitary Vir- 


tue! May thou never be acquainted, but 
at a diſtant View, with the Pangs of Pa- 


geantry and Pomp! But maintain that 


true, that in ward Happineſs which i is all 
thy own which all the various Pleaſures 
of a deceitful World are incapable of be- 
ſtowing! How calm and tranquil is thy + 
obſcure State!” And' how” infinitely more 


eli gible than his, who catches at the mere 
Phantoms of Bliſs, and graſps the glitter- 


ing Bubbles of an empty Name! ; SLY 


. 


11 ** . 8 1 14 * 7 11 3: LIK 1 


It is evident from what has been at. 
ready advanced, in Relation to the three 


* 


7 leading Principles of all Manner of Vice, 
viz. Avarice, Licentioufneſs, and Ambition, 


that an Indulgence of our earthly Mem- 
„ on bers 


—— 
r ͤ a HTS 22 — 
. f at ves, K 5 _ | 


| paſs all the external Afſlictions, or badily 
_ Pains: (inſupportable as they ſcemix 


i mities; hut a wounded Spirit who can 
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| bers is produftive. af much Care and 

| Anxiety by . Fog Diſeaſe; . conti- 
the Violenge a apd Impetyaſity of the Pal. 


bitter Difappain 


ſons defiroging: the very Reliſh they 
were defigned-to- afford. —But 1 have 


F 


hitherto inſiſted only on the leaſt ma - 
terial Part of the Argument, That ſecret 
Torturę and Remoxle, which. is inſeps- 


mhle from Guilt, the ſevert Taſhes and 
Sting of an Evil Conſcience; © that Self- 

Wiekedneſs which corrects, and chat 
4 * Backfliding which ireproves,” far ſur- 


a 


are) which the prolligate Sinner 1 incurs 


Rs upon himſelf, #* © The Spirit of a Man,“ 


Jays. Solomon, = will ſuſtain. lus Infir- 


* beqr f, Ap Dow fir ong and expreſſive 
15 . terx ible ee threatened 
1 Ga . 420 9315 * 


. ® Prov, xxiii. — 
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againſt, the Children of Dilgbedience in 
the following Paſſage! +** The-Lord ſhall 
give you a trembling "Heart, and farling, 
** of Hes, and Sorrow of Mind. And thy 
Life ſhall hang in Deubt before thee 5 
Ay and thou ſhalt fear Day and Night, and 
ti ſhalt have none Aſſurance ef thy Life 
* In the Morning thin ſhalt fay;\ Wou'd God 
eit were Even; and at Even thou fhalt 
5 . Word: dog tt ame vin 


and difirefſed Condition of Vice 
E Tune Arrows ſtici faſt in me, and thy 
«* Hand pręſſeti me fore,” There is no 
« Health in ny Flat lecauſe o iy Dif 
w Pleaſure; neither is there am Reft in my 


by Reafon of my Sin. For. my 
« Wickednefſes: are gone over my Head ; and 

1 are like « ſore Burthen, tao heavy f of. he 

et to bear. But what ſtrikes us moſt is 

il © VU 3 4 the 
+ Devt, wii. 65, 66 . 4 Pls. ul. 2+ 3. 46 
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the dreadful ' Foreboding of Guilt, the 
_ diſmal Aprehenſion of thoſe Pains that 
will have no Period: & when Men ſhall 
*«-ſcek Death, and ſhall not find it ; and ſhall 
et deſire to die, and Death Mall flee from 
tem. For“ who among us can dwell 
*mit ß the devouring Fire? who | among. us 
10 6 can * l air . * - 
1 There are a 3 a Paſſages « of a 
ſimilar) Import in the ſacred - Writings, 
deſcriptive of the gloomy” State of a Self- 
condemning Mind. Nor are any ſuch 
Repreſentations appropriated only to par- 
ticular Times, or Perſons, but extend 
throughout all Ages, and to all human 
- Kind, * Miſery ever was, and ever will be 
the neceſſary and unavoidable Reſult of 
offending againſt the Light of Reaſon, - 
| and the Convictions of Conſcience, 
When yer we eg: upon Theſe, we 
$ 4 ſhall 
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ſhall feel the pernicious Conſequences of 
ſuch a Conduct, as ſurely, and as natu- 
rally, as Heat is produced by Fire, or an 
acute Pain by a Wound in the Body. 
On the contrary; the Man of Virtue, 
who mortifies his Luſts, and with a Chri- 
ſtian Fortitude conquers his Paſſions, en- 8 
Joys the Grati fications of Senſe in ſuch a 
Degree, as makes them fit eaſy upon his 
Mind, his Body, and his Fortune. This 
is the Man of true Greatneſs. This is he, 
who, by the powerful Armory of Hea - 
ven, the Shield of Faith, the Helmet of 
< Salvation, and the Sword of the Spirit, 
joined to a ſteady Reſolution of his on, 
obtains the noble ſt Victory upon Earth, 
the Conqueſt of HIMSELF. And this 
too is he, who enjoys as much more ſub» 
ſtantial Peace, Honor, and Pleaſure, than 
others of a contrary Diſpoſitien, as he 
excels them in Innocence, Virtue, and 
4 = 7 
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nor, and from Self- Denial proceeds that 


deluſive Pleaſures, which the Voluptuary 
indulges himfelf in. But then be poſ- 
feffes thoſe of an infinitely ſuperior Kind; 
not daſhed with a fingle Ingredient of that 
bitter Compound of Evils, which are tbe 


But then he comforts himſelf with morti- 
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Self Denial. His Innocence is a ex 
to his Peace, his Virtue deſends his Ho- 


ſweet Satisfaction, whichall the forbidden 


Joys of Life cannot give.—lt is acknow- 


ledged indeed that a Man of this Character 


is an utter Stranger to many ſhort-lived 


zeculiar Potio! olf the ſenſual Man. ar 
Toregoes, tis true, the Indulgence of fome 

irregular Inelinations, or inordinate Fol- 
lies; fuck as he finds himſelf, from his 
original Depravity, naturally prone to: 


Hing t xoſe: AﬀeRiong, and bidding De- 


Hance” 10 theſe Temptations, which he 
fees,” in the Glaſs' of Reaſon, would at 


1 e a and deſtrudtive. g* He 
+ 0 5 
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is conſcious” alfo that he fapports! the 
Dignity of a rational, and (ſecures td 
himſelf the Friendſhip of a Divine Being. 
And'is not Tach a Conſciouſneſs an ample 
decompence for any trifling Mortifica- 
tions of Senſe? He is perhaps expoſed 
to ſeveral Hardſhips ariſing from his Con- 
dition; or he ſometimes endures the 
wanton Inſults of the Proud and Empty, 
or the Ridicule of the faſhionable Sinner. 
Thus may he very poſſibly be perſe- 
cated even for Righteouſneſs Sake. But 
then, does he not enjoy the perpetual 
Sweets of a contented Mindp-a Mind 
all Harmony: the genuine Offspring of 
à clear Conſcience; and, particularly the 
Hope of being eternally rewarded by 
Him, who ſaid, „ Blefed' are they which 
*' are perſecuted. | fow Righteouſneſs Sake ; 
6. theirs islie DAE Heaven." Tre 


TOO bY Tame, en 100 Au 2910 en 


©, Bf 


* 2 1 1 N 5 % F * 5 * ! 1 1 * * 9 — F s q &% # : — , : 
* Fi 1 J + * * 4 Ks | ** * ©: 1 * 1 ws : ; ? 0 — N ; g 24 Ty * & B. 


8 $43 | * Mat. V. TOs 


298 The Reafonableneſt of ser. X. 
If therefore we truly value our preſent 
Peace, and are deſirous of obtai ning fu· 
ture and never-ending Happineſs, let us 
reſolve, my Brethren, to abſtain from 
thoſe Exceſſes, which are profeſſed Ene- 
mies to both. If the Difficulty of re- 
ſiſting outward Temptations, and mor- 
tikying inward Luſts, is allowed to be 
great, let us, with Moſes, have Reſpect 
* unto the Recompence of that Reward,” 
' which is ten thouſand Times greater.— 
Let us frequently entertain the pleaſing 
Idea that the inexpreſſible Joys of 
another World will abundantly compen- 
fate for all the Hardſhips that we ſuffer 
in this: While the poor miſerable. Sen- 
ſualiſt, who has his ſmall Portion, of En- 
joyments with the Brutes here, muſt be 
condemned to eternal Puniſhment with 
evil Spirits bereaſter.—In a Word; let 
us offer up our moſt humble and ardent 
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all our paſt Sins may be forgiven thro' 
the Mercies of our adorable God in 
Chriſt Jeſus; and that we may be bleſſed 
and ſanQtified with ſpiritual Comfort, 
Direction, and Aſſiſtance, throughout the 
whole Courſe of our future Lives.—So . 
that when every ſenſual Indulgence, 
every gay Deluſion, and every idle 
Dream of this Life is ended, we may be 
at laſt preſented at the Tribunal of the 
great Judge without Spot or Blemiſh, - 


Now to God the Father, &c. 
f : . Amen. 
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The true Purport of an acceptable 
Repentance with God, 
* *. - PSALM 


x11, 6, 


«4 ” 3 


1 


e 
2 
* 
** 
* 
. 
i 
. . 
* 1 1 

5 4 

* 

* 
* 

X 


rr 


„ „ 


rr 


— — — — 


r 


— 


„„ 


— 


8— 


— — 


, nr. — ͤ ——ů — — —ũ—— — ß —p————xů⁵«AE 2 — — 


* 


— 


er 


EIT 


* 


— E ] ———— A Rn 


k 
£ 


Ws 
Ss 
< 
8 
r = — 
- by 
* 
- 
» 
a 
* 
- 
* 
— 
wy 
* I 
K PINE — — et Irs — 
rr e M ¶ .. ² e 23 —— 2 — —— ẽʃ é—— c — —— . — — — — — 2 
— — a pr oy — — — — — — as 1 r — q _ 


2 — 8 — —— 


— . n — 


3 _s — X E 


= 2 


44 Þ SERMON * 
The true "ION f's an dae ee 


* 


PSALM BSE 1 


1 SAID, 1 WILL CONFESS MY Sins unro 
THE Lond: AND 80 THOU FORG AVEST 
"THE Wickzpnzss or MY SIN, 


UCH is the humble and IO 

' Language of the penitential Pſalmiſt: 
Such the genuine Confeſſion of that re- 
| markable Sinner, but much more illu- 
a ſtrious and diſtinguiſhed: Saint. Thougli 
he had been guilty of the moſt atrocious 
Crimes, even Murder and Adultery, yet 
ſovereign Mercy, which nothing but 
Inflexibility can exhauſt, is moſt gra- 
ciouſly extended to him; and that ſame 
: divine Goodneſs, which leads him to 
„ Repentance, 


x - 
ma. 1 


3% The true Purport ( 8ser. xl. 
5 Repentance alſo ſeals his Pardon, as the 
mtu ral Refult of it. So hearty was His 


Sorrow and Contrition, and ſo exemplary 


the Depottment” of his füture Life, that 
he v 


greſſor, was yet eminently rd 


Man after God's own Heart. be 


"y 90 $ 1 1 £ 


ſacred Hiſtory abounds with Examples 


of a a ſimilar Kind. As it both” frec quently 
and ſtrongly "recommends the Duty. ſo 


it leaves us no Room to doubt the Effi. 
_ racy of a ſincere Repentance. No ſooner 


did the rich Publican in the Goſpel; w | 
was'-conilemned ' by the Multitude as a 


noted Offender, reſolve to make Reſti- 
. tation for the Injuries imputed to him, 
than he weceived that com ſortablę Aſr 


ſurance from the Mouth of our bleſſed 


Lord, 4 This:Day'i is Saluation come to this 
. Houſe? Saint Peter. whoſe: CharaRer 
was ſtigmatized with«the baſeſt and moſt 
0. am ess Ovid's £212 cowardly 

22 TY „Ake Xiil,* 22. he + Luke xix, 9. | 


0 Waß once ſo egregious" a Tranſ. 


*7, IT 
* _ 


Ber. XI . of Repentances 906 
cowardly Ingratitude, that of repeatedly, 
und with abomipable Execrations, deny- 
ing a bare Knowledge of his Lord and 
Maſter,.—an Offence in itſelf remarkably 
notorious, and ſtill heightened by an 
Abuſe of that copious Meaſure of Grace, 
with which God had bleſſed him, — was 
yet ſo far from deing cut off from Mercy. 
that upon his bitter Weeping, and peniten- 
tial Remorſe, we find him continued in 
the dignified Office of an Apoſtle. 
Though the Light of Grace, which "Se I 
times in the very beſt of its Votaries ap- 


pears dim- and languid, was juſt then 
withdrawn, and he was permitted to 


flinch at that critical Period; yet he 
ſtood to the laſt « one of the main Pillars 
of Chriſtianity, and proved himſelf to 
be that ſtrong Rock, upon which Chriſt 
was pleaſed to declare he would. build 
tits Church, Nay, Saint Paul himfelf— 
But way ſhould I ney particular 

& Inſtances A 


0 The true Purport [Ser r. XI. 
Inſtances? Is not the Validity of. this 
great Duty enforced i in general and ex- 
preſs Terms throughout the whole Book 
"of God? * Godly Sorrow worketh, Re- 


Ks fenlance unto Salvation, not to be repented 3 


"« of,” is the beautiful and conſolatory 
"Language of Scripture, and admits but 
| "of c one clear and reaſonable Conſtruction. 


nes Repent Je, is the firſt, Exhortation of 


"that leading Preacher of the Goſpel, the 


glorious Harbinger of Chriſt. And our 
Lord himſelf alſo, whole great Buſineſs 


it was to ** call Sinners to Repentance,” be- 


Sins his miniſterial F. unction, (which he 
condeſcended to aſſume out of pure Re- 


Bard to the immortal Intereſts of his Peo- 


ple) 1 in the ſame zealous and affectionate 
Manner; 5 1 Repent : for the Kune of 9 


0 Heaven i is at Hand. 


i 41 & # # £33441 " 


* 


That bee may propery wee, . 
1 * Words 
, "9 1 * ; * 


© 2 ; Car, vii. 10. 7 Mat. iy. 17. 


9 
R 6 tf 


— 
= _ 0 
a xc I ES Ro ED © 3 £3" 
. — 7 ² ai a 30 Y 
— - 0 SIRE K r . „ ets ate LIE * 2 * 
Og my _ _ n 3 ee 8 Ws k © Gd rt * 8 W „ P 
e yt 8 ö | - r ; 
n 5 8 e 

N YE 
. 


Ser. XI J] "of Repentanct, * 907 


Words of the Text, T will endeavor to 


explain to you the full Purport of that 
Repentance which is implied therein, 


and to which the Promiſe of Forgiveneſs | 


is annexed, —It is not to be doubted 


that holy David, when he made ſo full 
a Declaration of confe Meng his Sins unto 


"the Lord, (the happy Conſequence of 
which is Pardon and Remiſſion) intended 


'a ſincere Heart-felt Repentance. The 5 


konſtituent and eſſential Parts of this in- 


diſpenſible Duty, we > will therefore im. 


e ef examine. 
The F IRST > Step t wirds the Work 


of Regeneration (which in the Scripture 
Phraſe is a ſynonimous Term with Re- 


pentance) is a deep and ſorrowful Sen- 


ſibility of our depraved State. Sin is 
that fatal Weapon, which wounds the 
Heart of every true penitent. F rom this 


corrupted Spring proceed Remorſe, 


1 X 2 Horror, 


pr 


Gee — — 


—— ATA 


— 


af all this; When chat holy "COMFOR- 
' i conpince the World of Sin, holds the 


g93 The. true Purfart [Ser. XL 
Horror, and Reprpach, wih; allthe row g 
once the Sinner —— ach ſenſible 


Mirror to his Breaſt, and enables him to 
ſee every Pollution there; diſeovers to 
him the Odiouſneſs of his Ingratitude to 
Had, and the imminent Danger his pre- 
cious Soul is every Moment expoſed to, 


Tho does he deteſt and tremble at the 


Thoughts of his own, Unyorthineſs !-——- 
Every Reflexion is a Dagger to his Mind; 
And hence ariſes that nameleſs Terror 
and Confuſion, that indignant Grief and 


Sorroy, which none but the true Peni- 


tent can either feel or underſtand, An 
Affliction of this ſpiritual Kind, heavy 
and lingering as it is, in a comparative 
View with Eternity, is but light and 
tranſient: And it is certainly intende 


19 g | ; 
” 4 x * 8 ; - to 
N | o | 1 how 
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| S6 xl of Wenns 30 
to- work out for us a far more exceeding. 
* and eternal Weight of Glory.” If we 
allow then that the Medicine to human 
Nature is ſharp and grievous, let us not 
forget to oon der, that the Cure which" 
is vrought by it is of the higheſt Moment = 
and Concern. The bleſſed and infallis'” 

ble Phyfician” of Souls, tendefiy admi- 
niſters every bitter” Ingtedient for tete 
real Benefit of his Convert! And ifwes - 
Aare credit the Oracles of Ttifpirationg- 
without liſtening to what the ſel if-fuffecient 
Moraliſt may chuſe to advance to the 
contrary; we” muſt believe" that evety 7 
true Converſion is effected not merely 

by human, but args Power. It is the” 

holy Spirit alone- e——(what great Reaſon bo | 

we have, my eber fervently to im. 
plore this alf-ſufficient 'Aid!) that gives 
the Reprobate the firſt Inſight into him- 
elf, ſhakes off his carnal Lethargy, and 
awaken him into a full Senfe of his im- 


X 3 pending 
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| 


5 principal ] Parts, 


| 


tice of Virtue, 


tr: Furport [ Ser. XI. 

N11 n. Being thus ſelf. con- 
victed and abaſhed, ſtruck with inward '/ 
Horror and Remorſe, and juſt ſprung 
from the dark Proſpect of Sin and Miſery, 
into the reviving Light of Goſpel-· Salva- 
tion, he proceeds with more Eagerneſs 
and Alacrity,( till: under the Conduct of 
his ſpiritual Guide) in this happy, peni- 
tential, Courſe;;, And he produces to God 
World, apparent Proofs of: hs, " 
renewed gnd ſancti fie 


his Conſideration naturally leads us 
to, the SECOND general Point required 
in a ſincere. and acceptable Repentance 
With God: Which is an actual Refor- 


21 41 


mation of | lanners; and copfilis of, two , 


1 „. ; 
} ih. „ n WC 


„Viz. a a total Renunciation 


of Vice and, a re ular 1 . 
f Vice, and a regular and uniform Fag. 1 
i ONT Mgital 1¹0 wy tones A Bell 
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| * e Proll E e ned Singer, 
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* 


ec enen gti 


may very poſſibly be conſcious that he. 
2s, Jo, and be forry for having deſtroyed | 
his Health, Credit. or Fortune, in Riot, 
Luxury, a and Licentiouſneſs. But if he 
ſtops here, — if his Sorrow ariſes from 
the Loſs of worldly Accommodations, 
only, it is evident that the World ſtill | 
engroſſes his Affections, and chat no Re- 
8 is paid to that Being, his ungrateful 
Abuſe of whoſe Mercy and Goodneſs 
ought to be conceived as the true Cauſe” 
of all he ſuffers. Such a Sorrow as this, . 
though we even ſuppoſe it to be accom- . 
panied with an Acknowledgment of his ; 
Folly, is a fruitleſs and hypocritical Sor- : 
row: It will only prove an Aggravation | 5 
of his Guilt, and end in a Sorrow of ; an- Fn 


other Kind,- —fori it wy * ho h Deat ha 
5 Hor © 3069" 


5 oo 


q 


1 
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14 11 ; 


But the Grief of the penitent Man | 
ariſes from a ſuperior Caule, | His Tears 


ow from | a different spring. 148. and 
(HA 4 X 4 they 


ko, 


2 


81 12 The true Purport [Ser. XI. 
they are kept too in that Battle of God 
the holy, Pfal miſt ſpeaks © of, in Teſtimony. 
of that bleſſed Repentance which can 
never be _repented of. In His State of 
Sorrow and Debaſement, his injured.. 
| Maker: and Benefattor 3 is the capital Con- 
fideratian.. His, full, Heart bleeds. at the 
N of, every, Treſpaſs committed. 


reign ONE bars cut, og ging 
Depth. of his, Iniquity, and, juſtly, con- 
ſigned him to everlaſting Perdition,— — 
Riches, Pleaſures, and temporal Orati· 

fications, are. all Trifles, ng. He feels, 
a 22 of Guilt, upon My ms tar fa | 


: fence, 1 every, p ro Ig. — 
come the moſt deteſtable Object of his 


9 bongbts. Thus Ahoripg, under the 


Pangs.of a ſelf condemnjpg Conſcience, 


| be. ae. its Lk, Anne. and. is 
5 N nobly 


ba. 4, 1 5 14 4 * $ nw 
c 7 44 | 
4 * 
* 
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Ser. XI. J of: Repentance.. oh 33 
nobly bent to break off his ſirong Attack - 


ment to every wicked Practice. Honeſt 
Nature, combined with Reaſon, and both 
aſſiſted by Grace, inſtruct hin to fly the 
; Serpent that has ſtung . him, and leſt ſo 
much Pain behind. Fear; Hope, Love, 


Indignation, Zeal, and all the imperial“ 


Paſſions of the Soul, find Room to exert 
themſelves: on this important Occaſion. 


They employ their united Aid in“ bring. 


ing forth, Fruits moet for Repæutandes“ 


They | claim each their re ſpective Part f | 
in aſſiſting him to. reftify. the evil Diſ- 


poſitions of his Soul, and to conquer the 4 
Struggles of his corrupted Nature. 
Habit, even obſtinate, invete rate Habit 


is, ſubdued; and the Ridieule of his gay 


Confederates in Vice pitied and deſpiſed: 
＋A painful Victory this! But ſachoas'. 


He is taught how te expoſtulate againſt); 
the an of his own reſtleſs Pe- 


tires; 
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n 974% a erue Purport, (Ser. xl. 
. 2 : fires; Is how. o curb the For orce!:of thoſe: 

i " "IR inſatiable Gratifications, which are grown 
. _ into the Conſtit ution itſelf; and how to 
ſtand Proof aga inſt all the Luſts of tie 
Veli the Luft of the Eye, and the Pride of 
Tafe;+Severe Diſcipline! But ſuch as 


d crown him with everlaſting! Honor. 


* 
2 . Fo e „ 
'I { 5 12 Q 3 * + $1 14 1 "$4 F 1713 10 * SEETE 18 1 


J Yet whe? Stay diſtreſſed Convert reſts 


* 


not hete. He cannot content himſelf 
| with a bare Obſervance of negative In- 
junctions, but adlheres with Chearfaliiefs © 


to all the prallicul Duties o of a good Cbri- 


ſtian. True Piety begins now to raiſe 
her late declining” Head, and to floutiſh © 
throughout his whole Conduct. A re. 


gular Obedience to the holy Commands 
of God, which is the plain and undoubted 
Proof of true Religion, is become his 
principal Study. He can now cordially 


1 e ce il "thay pious 


t ans gd 1: - Bieathing,” 


Ser. XI 1 of Repentance; "© A 315 8 
Breathing, Er 9 Te eftimonies « are my De- 
light and my Cuunſellors.“ The Scale 
of Life is reverſed; and Vices of the moſt 
atrocious Nature are converted into 
the moſt amiable- Virtues. The former 
are buried in the Grave of everlaſting 
Oblivion; for they ſhall not ſo much as ve 
mentioned unto him; whilſt the latter ſhall 
ſurvive the Stroke of Mortality, and 
ſhine for ever in the moſt conſpicuous 
Light. Animated with this Belief, he 
not only takes a reſolute Leave of Vice 
in general, but every particular Sin is 
ſucceeded by its oppoſite Grace or Vir- 
tue. Luxury and Profuſeneſs give Place 
to Temperance and Sobriety; narrow- 
hearted Avarice is extended into an open 
Liberality; Cruelty is ſoftened into Com- 
paſſion; Malice and Revenge are ſoothed 
into Peace and Harmony, and breathe 
out nnn, but ** bir Alvohes” of 
(11.392 4193 #490133 . Charity 


(0717! $37; 113.) ® Pla, cxix, 24. 


* % 
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* 


. o 


25 mee Rehn Ser. Xl. 
Charity and Benevolence; ande ſpecially 
are! Pride! and Arrogance) humbled: into 
that. © mech and quiet Spirit, which is in 
* dle Sig ir of God of great Frice.— Does 
the World ſolicit him with its uſual In- 
chantments, and mabe an Attack upon 
thoſe Paſſions, (for they ſtill remain) 
Which it has been long accuſtomed to 
ſeduceꝰ. Does ĩtitempt him with its in- 
toxicating Pleaſures ? He bids Defiance: 
tothe Sirent His Heart is now fixed on 75 
thoſe Rivers: of i Pleaſure; whick- flow? in 
another Glime; even ag God's iraghti Hand 
for: ever c and ever; . Does it allure him 
with its ſondid but bewitching ntereſts? 
He is now awake out of his: golden ; 
Dreamsz.and:his:no Intereſt in View; but 
the unſearchable Riches / Chriſt. Does it 
court+his Attention with G Ho- 
nors, and ifantaſtic Pomps Poo—Tinlcled:, 


Toys! that he looks don upon with an 


. e and Contempt: When ſet in 
e NG Oe Competition 


| 
81 
= 


Sor. Xl. I of Repentancs.— er. 
Gompetition-with-thofe unfading Cron 
of Glory, thoſe pure, unchangeable, im- 
mortal Honors, which he believes are 
reſerved” for him in Heaven, they * | 


bs ee FF" | | 53 ; 


Thus is the once n e im- 
placable Sinner, whoſe Heart was ſteeled 
againſt all the Oſſers of Grace and Ner- 
ey. turned at laſt ſrom a -Gourſe of 
maſt egregious Folly, into that af-the 
malt exalted Wiſdom, the Miſdom of 
the. juſt The gracious Whiſpers af 
that holy Spirit, ho is unwilling that 
any ſhould periſh, are now duly liftened 5 
to, his condeſcending Overtures em- 
braced, and a new Set of Inclinations 
and Averſions ingrafted in the Heart. 
He is actuated by ſo different a Princi- 
ple, and there appears ſuch an abſolute 
Change of Manners throughout the whole 
Fant of his Life, that he is elegantly 

called 


— DS ET I IT — err e es. RES: 


218 . A Purport [Ser. xl. 


, ery expreſſive Figure in Scripture, he 
is born again: he is totally * renewed 


in the Spirit of his Mind, and,” by Vir- 
tue of the GREAT | ATONEMENT for 
all aeg 8 become _ the 


pong Ow „ 


_— : * 8 P 
4 1 6 1 2 q = * 4 4 8 4 


The true ſcriptural Meaning of the 
Word Repentance, confined to its own 


Intrinſic Signi fication, has been thus fully | 


explained. But the Means by which 


alone it will find Acceptance at the 


Throne of divine Mercy, is a Conſide- 


ration which ſhould never be omitted. 


Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, is that great 
Atonement for the Sins of the World, 


without which the moſt fervent Repen- 


tance would be quite ineffectual, and 


even the leaſt of Sinners be irretrievably 


Joſt.” 0 is 1 + adorable: + © Mediator 


"PR N 1 
5 7 nr i 8 between 
* n 


alled a new Man: according to that 


| 


ers X1.] * ren Repentaines, _ 
587 between God and n who gave himſelf 
4 Ranſom for all.“ This is He, wo 
at came into the World,” but obeyed, 
- ſuffered, ' and died in it, with no other 
View but to ſave Sinners, And after this 04 
amazing Cataſtrophe, Juſtice releaſed 

him from the Priſon of the Grave, and 
he aroſe. again | triumphant ' from tlie 
Dead. Then did he aſcend the cœleſtial 
Regions | where, ſeated at the right Hand 

of the, Almighty Judge, he pleads the 


Cauſe of the ſincere Penitent, and pro. 
cures bis everlaſting Pardon. 


Tho eee di is a Duty indil. 
penſibly incumbent upon every Sinner, 


yet it is not that alone, or any Method 
that we ourſelves are able to preſcribe, 


that can Purchaſe Reconciliation with 
God: But it is available to Salvation 
only thro the ineſtimable Merits of our 
Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, It is by a lively, 

hxed, 


* 


1 W ian 


brad, era Faith ih Him, that 
es are intitled to the Remiſſion of our 
Sins, and all the pri vileges of his on 
erer bleſſed _ By Virtue of _ 
the. Love- of God, ye" #7 that 
ſweet Peace and Communion with im, 
which both infinitely ſurpaſs all the for- 
bidden Pleaſures, and alſo give the beſt 
Reliſh to every innocent ee of 
Life. Upon this Foundation is every 
pious Reſolution formed, and putin Ex- 
ecution. Many and great are the Enco- 
miums, deſervedly beſtowed on this ſpi- 
ritual Enflowment, which we find fcat- 
tered in various Places of holy Writ, — 
Only attend to the following Paſſages. — 
4 Have Faith in God; for 6 without 
* Faith it it impoſſible to pleafe aim 
* 215 ale in the Lord wa God, fo _ 


* 2 8 XX, 20. 


3 $3 aka . 


ef. XI.) f Repentancs” you 


F* hall ye proſper :. Believe on tit 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ye ſnall be ſaved + 
— % For God ſo loved the World, that ht 
gave fis only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
ce gelievetn in him — not Spore ct but _ 
3 . SIGHT 53:1) 


* * — : 8 * 
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"Ir 


The then of e as elt as 


Delay, to embrace this eſſential Part of 
Ch iſtianity. But the Conclufion of a 
Diſcourſe, cannot, with Propriety, afford 
Room to enlarge particularly and mi- 
nutely upon them. Let it ſuffice to ob- 
ſerve in general, that the Goodneſs of 


God on the one Hand, and his Severity 


on the other, are the moſt rational Incite · 


EE ments 


+ ARts xvi. 31. 1 John in. 16. 


t wh Merits on which God has bmi 
to accept it, I have thus endeavored to 
_ define, There are many ſtrong and en- 
gaging Moti ves to induce us, without 


„ 2 


e rr 
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gs ue trus Pup. 8er. Xl. 
ments to Repentance. *- Behold therefore 
_. (and love and tremble while ye behold) 
| ** the Goodneſs and Severity of God On 
| them that are incorrigible, Severity: but 
Goodrieſs towards the penitent Man, if 
he continues in his Penitence ; otherwiſe 


(if he relapſes into his former Vices) he 
oy 8 ſhall „ * ever. 


1 


. 
Dr 9s 


72 | "us MX .- — 
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he 50 Fear are benden ths RR 

1 1 Pallions of our Nature. For this Reaſon 

= — | doubtleſs the infallible Wiſdom of God 
1 made ſingular Application to theſe, 
Vith a View to have His Glory celebrat- 

1 ed, and our Felicity eſtabliſhed, - Can 

our Love be excited by Promiſe 'of the ; 
| -moſt tranſcendent Happineſs ?-—Hear' that 
935 n e Invitation of your Lord; 
me ye Vleſſed of "my. Father, (ye 
"Girhfak and ye penitent Children!) % n-. 
if: * herit the N e for you from 1 


7. 


l Mat. XXV. 34. 0 


I} | of Repetench: 328 
„ the Foundation of the World.” » Can our 
1 Fears be alarmed with a Dread of the moſt 


27 


exquiſite Puniſhment?—Hark, how © 6e 
t uitereth his mighty Voice in Thunder 1— 
＋ % Depart from me, ye curſed, (ye impe- 


nitent Rebels!) “ into everlaſting Fire, 


— eee gk the Devil and lit Angels 


11 is nie Poke With, my. 3 


| h that this ſolemn Contraſt may have that 


1 which our gracious Lord intended 


it for, May the tender Mercy, and the | 


ſtrict Juſtice of God, equally, affect us! 
1 May they ſeparately. and diſtinctiy en- 
gage our Love and Fear, and, when 


mer guarding 1 us from ſinking into Deſ- 
pair, and the latter from ruſhing into Pre- 
E  Tumption, And may it eſpecially be 
— Care to intreat the . Spirit of 


F Mar xy. 1 


2 | 
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happy Impreſſion both upon you and 


| united, our faithful Obedience! the for 


- ns et cn 


8 


| Nature, a an purſue the Practice, of a ſav- 
ing Repentanee To this End let us alſo 


dhe Divine Aid? And lets by dll Me 


- 
And 


5 ty, which is ſo very prevalent, and by 
= III? We "are d li 


of dur own Hearts. By 
Aicher and pleaſing Hluſion of ſelf- 


- Vlkerery," A am Kina, I hiibers a . 


1 
2 
KD 


Meth ſafe and Wal Method, is to 
be bonllantly ſulplcious of ourſelves, an 


+ 


lanted 
. 


5 1 able to diſtinguiſh between that true Re- 


TN ro pl pentance, 


God is nf wn bergan the 


exhort one another to ſammen all our 
Strength: and Reaſun to £0:aperate. with = 


A beware of entertaining that Self-Partiali: 


* Able te be deceived; 
Let ns be cautiouſly .rvpartial- in ale i 


We are 100 apt to 
dee or 0 own. "Worth, * a, 


"i pfobbour Hearts tothe Bottom, 25 
lk then tell'us hat is neceſſary to be 


d, of improved there, and what in- 
rely mn be rooted vut. We ſhall then be 


* : 
* 5 A 
SS 1 
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| ser xl 5 N is Ebene. . ue 


N wry hilt) "my and Conlellak: 
which only plays about the Fancy, and 


is of no eee in * e 25 ke en. 


e e hn 


* 
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- Lafily; 2 wth not nl to a 
you of the real Neceſſity there is of a 


| Jþ cedy as' well as ſincere Repentance. Pro» 


eraſtination is à treacherous Thief, that 
would ſteal away all your Time. And 


it is highly worthy of your moſt ſerious 


Conſideration, how precious that Time is. 
The ſhort and uncertain Duration of this 


tranſitory Life, is a very cogent Per- 


ſuaſive to the immediate Performance of 
this difficult Taſk. ' Vou believe, I 
am perſuaded, and expect, that you hat! = 
ind yourſelves alive again in another 


5 State, when all the gay Scenes of this are 1 
| Joſt to you for ever. Vou believe alſo, tliat 4 


Jour ſhall be everlaſtingly Piiniſhed, or 
a 043 "3 2 rewarded, 4H 


956 


Ne true Purjort (Ser. xl. 
rewarded, and that ina proportionable 


Degree, according to your Virtues or Vices 


here. And you are abſolutely aſſured, t | 
that this great Change, which you and 


every Mortal muſt undergo, cannot be 
far diſtant. Is it then poſſible for you to 


continue in the Practice of any ſingle 


Vice, when you pretend to believe at 


the ſame Time, that, if you die impe- 
nitent, your Wickedneſs againſt God 
will not only deprive you of the moſt 
ſubſtantial Happineſs, but be productive ; 
of the extremeſt Miſery, and that for 


ever and ever? When you conſider that 
ſo weighty a Concern 1 is now in Hand. 
that the final Allotment of an immortal 


Soul is juſt no dependent, and 1 
7 ou are totally uncertain, Whether that 5 
Soul muſt not * this. very Night be re. 


* quired-of vou. will you, dare ou 
*neglelt ſo great Salvation? Dare you 


deler an ne, Repentance for any a- 5 
Ce RL rn by 6 Sue trocious 


Ser. XI. 5 of Repentance../ if ye. 
trocious * that you have been guilty 
of, or any unguarded Step that you have 
taken one Moment longer? ——Surely a 
Work of this Kind, both difficult and 
important, cannot be begun top ſoon.— 
It can admit of no Delay, conſiſt with no 
Remiſſneſs.—“ To Day then, my 
beloved Brethren, if ye will uy his 
1 So Voice, harden not your Hearts. his 
very Day reſolve, by God's abs - to 
renounce all your Iniquities, and to 
* work out yaur Salvatian, (He being 
your Helper) “ before that Night comes 
8 when, none can work, 5 ——May God Al- 
mighty give a laſting Bleſſing to the Du- 
ties that have been now performed! May 
his merciful Goodneſs ſoften every hard 
Heart, and cauſe every ſtubborn Knee 
to bend! May he enable every one of 
us to underſtand, and conſider in due 
Time, the true Value of that Part of us 
which muſt live for ever! And in Con- 
8 95 T 4. eu 
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e 


wy pay th fo wok Contrition and 
Sincerity as may induce Him, . thro the 


godly, ta“. orgive the Wicrednefs,0) 
FE: Sin.“ / BORO if 3; mn 

All this I pray God grant, for the Sake 
of the ſame 


Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honor, Glory, an 
Praiſe, be 
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8 E R M 0 N XII. 
A ſteady Truft in God the beft Support , 


under A 3 


Tuoven HE SLAY ME, yer WILL I 
TRUST In HIM. | 


NAN any human Language FEI 
more abſolute Confidence in the 


Supreme Being, than the Words con- 
tained in this comprehenſive Sentence? 
The Reſolution, conſidered in itſelf, as 


ſuppoſing it to proceed from any com- 


mon Mouth that profeſſes a Belief in 
God, is noble and pathetic: But what 
here gives it a peculiar Dignity, is that 
uncommon Weight of Affliction, with . 
which its truly pious and exemplary 


Author was * ——W has an aſto- 
niſhing 


* 


2 ft i in 1 T)Ser. XII. 
niſhing Vieiſlitude | of Fortune did he 
____ aſtain! Being more ſignally expoſed 
5 perhaps than any other Perſon in the 
| World, either before dr after him, to the 
two moſt dangerous and oppoſite Ex- 
5 tremes, Proſperity and Ad verſity. # 
. How remarkably did he flouriſh in oa a 
Spring of Life! And with what ſingular 
1 Splendor 3 Was God pleaſed to adorn that 
5 early Period? For he was the greateſl, Wi 
* of all ue Men in tie Eaſt, enjoyed ass 
much earthly Happineſs as the Capacity 
of a mortal Creature would admit of; all 
4 that Health, Peace; and n Poſ- 
| —_ could OT: to beſtow. | 13 


© nu 2; Mad Was e Aube Auen nt 
= & human Bliſs confined within the little 
| Circle of Self. Enjoyment, but extended 
_—_ numerous /Progeny,c+—Grteſul Re- 
E llection te to an ingenuous Mind! to have 


Sen XI.] Afiitions: bſtsShpports 398 
Purt of that Happineſs: which: it feels it. 
Nat: and not only ſb But to a Mait's'6wh 
Offspring; his own- Fleſh and'/Blood j— 
| bleſſed too with the pleaſing Proſpect 
that thoſe tender Pledges of his future 
Care, each of whom he efteems as a ſe- 
cond Self, ſhall reap a competent Portion 
of all this Fel leity⸗ ; when . een au 
be no more, . HaOnot9y IT Dau IV 
of, vet "Ee youl _ ER 10 2:6 75 
without ſome Color of Reaſon) 8 | 
that Wealth and Grandeur are the com- 
mon Coverings of a bad Heat 50 that 
the Tempeſt of the Mind, (that worſt of 
| Storms) blown up by pampered Vice, 
beats hard within, when all appears gay 


And ſerene without. —Granted.—But this 
Was not Job's Cafe. He was an Excep- 
tion to chis general Obſervation, and 
Proof againſt every ſoſt Inchantment, to 
which his exalted State v. was ſo much ex- 


Falls. 


834 FTruſt in God: (Ser- XII. 
4 x Fi or we learn from the . ſacred 
b Hiſtory, | that ®, 49: bg: was 4 perfet . and 


upright Man, one that n God, and 
Ce Os £06! 727 
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4 8 l us now ien the Proſpect; and 
85 ae beholding him in all his Glory, 
towering in the Meridian of Fame, —be- 
loved, admired, reverenced, and every 
Thing but adored, let us look down 
upon him in the moſt abject and deplor- 
able State that ever wretched Mortal 
was involyed in. — From the higheſt 
Tide of Joy and Plenty, he was reduced 
to the loweſt Ebb of Miſery and extreme 
Want. He was at once diveſted of all 
the Comforts and Conveniences of Life. 
Sudden Strokes are ever an high Ag- 
gravation of Diſtreſs, Here it is ex- 
emplified in the ſtrongeſt Licht. — Fa- 
mily, Friends, and Fortune, were all loſt 


— . 1, 
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in one fatal Hour. And yet, inſtead 
of murmuring at the Diſpenſations of 
Heaven, or charging God fooliſhly, he does 


not only patiently ſubmit to, but even 
bleſſes the Hand that wounds him. 


Hear the ſolemn Language of his Heart, 
breathed out in that fervent Exclamation, 
* The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
0 away ; ble Md be the Name of the Lord.” 
And, after all, to complete this Scene 
of Woe, as well as to render the Exams 
ple ſtill more conſpicuous, almighty WiC. 
dom was pleaſed to deprive him of the 
moſt precious Jewel that it had beſtowed - 
upon him,—even Health of Body, after 
his Peace of Mind had been ſo cloſely 
beſieged. That ineſtimable Gift of the 
divine Bounty, and that ſweet Reliſher 
of all haman Bliſs, now fled with every 
other Comfort, For the Lord permitted. 
_ Satay to ſmite him * * with fore Boils, 
ir 7 . «from 


Job i. 217 | | I Job ii. 7. 
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* i, we learn from. the ſacred 


5 Hiſtory, | that he was 4 perfet . and 
e upright Man, one that A God, and 
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St us now \ivvore the Proſpect; and 
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2 ee beholding him in all his Glory. 
towering in the Meridian of Fame,. be- 
loved, admired, reverenced, and every 
Thing but adored,——let us look down 


upon him in the moſt abject and deplor- 
able State that ever wretched Mortal 


was involved in. — From the hi gheſt b 
Tide of Joy and Plenty, he was reduced 


to the loweſt Ebb of Miſery and extreme 


Want. He was at once diveſted of all 


the Comforts and. Conveniences of Life. 
Sudden Strokes are ever an high Ag- 
.gravation of Diſtreſs, —Here it is ex- 
emplified in the. ſtrongeſt Light. —— Fa- 

mily, Friends, and Fortunez were all loſt 
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in one fatal Hour. And yet, inſtead 
of murmuring at the Diſpenſations of 
Heaven, or charging God foolrſhly, he does 
not only patiently ſubmit to, but even 
bleſſes the Hand that wounds him. 
Hear the ſolemn Language of his Heart, 
breathed out in that fervent Exclamation, 
* The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
. away ; le Ned be the Name of the Lord.” 
And, afterall, to complete this Scene 
of Woe, as well as to render the Exams 
ple ſtill more conſpicuous, almighty Wiſ- 
dom was pleaſed to deprive him of the 
moſt precious Jewel that it had beſtowed - 
upon him, —even Health of Body, after 
his Peace of Mind had been ſo cloſely 
beſieged. That ineſtimable Gift of the 
divine Bounty, and that ſweet Reliſher 
of all human Bliſs, now fled with every 
other Comfort. For the Lord permitted 
Satan to TRE" him 1 vit fore Boils, 


eh from 
* Job i. 217 | Job ii. 7. 


356 Tru in Got. Jer. XII. 
9 * from the Sole of his Foot unte his Cron. 
What is Man, O God, when thou 
1 thus hurleſt the Thunderbolts of thy 
| Fury upon him, or withholdeſt thy gras 
cious Arm from ſuſtaining him ?———A 
|, Shadow,—a Vapor,—And yet a well- 
1 ö grounded Truſt in Thee, will blunt the 
Edge of the moſt pungent Calamities, 
and ſoften all his Pains. Such was Jobs | 
happy.—I had almoſt faid, divine Diſ- - mY 
poſition. 80 ſtrong was his own Reſo- @— 
lution, and ſo unſhaken his Confidence 
in thy Mercy, that the malignant Power 
of all his Sufferings united, could not 
force him to let go his Hold: But in 
1 manly Deflance to them all, he a de- 
| clares his ſteady. and perſevering Faith 
in Words bien cannot be too much 
admired ;j—— * Though he Chon me, Ines will 
* 1 ruſt i n him,” 2 457 | 
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the Supreme Being, is the beſt and ſureft 


Ser. xn) Aﬀiition bet" Support. * 


Support under all Afflictions, either or 


Mind or Body, is a Reflexion Which the 
Text naturally ſuggeſts to us, and will 


furniſh us with ſeveral uſeful Arguments; 


But what this ſacted Truft implies, and 
when it is that we entertain proper and 
worthy Notions of i it, it firſt concerns us 
to enquire, ——To . truſt in God is to fix 


an invariable Dependence (in all Sta- 


tions, and in all Exigencies of Life) on 
that glorious Being who alone from the 


Beginning inhabiteth Eternity. It is to 
rely on HIM, and on Him only, before 
whole Power all Strength is Weakneſs, 
human and divine; whoſe Wiſdom pe- 
netrates into the utmoſt Conſequence: of 


Things; and whoſe Goodneſs imparts real 


Felicity under the Diſguiſe of his bit- 
tereſt Diſpenfations. How forcibly does 


all 


each of theſe amiable Attributes engage 


2 = 


* Truſs in God. 8 [ Ser; XII; 
our Obligation to 0 Truſt in that 
adorable Godhead to whom they belong! 

| The firſt. manifeſtly implies an Ability, 
| | the ſecond a Knowledge, and the third a 
| | Will, to treat us in ſuch a Manner as he 
ö | " Þ knows is beſt for us. to make all Cir- 
\ | cCumſtances, be they ever ſo difficult, ever 
= - © opprellive, Wah for our r infinite and 
| een Good, 


* 
: 
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| j 1 1 Truſt i in Dy further i im 
plies an abſolute Prohibition of all vain 
Confidence in ourſelves. * vill not 
4 * truſt i in my Bow: it is not my Sword that 
% Rall 2 me, is a Declaration which 
ſhould be metaphorically extended to 
every neceſſitous Condition of Life. No | 
Acquiſitions, or Accompliſhments, 3 
What Kind or Degree ſoe ver, muſt be 
allowed the leaſt Share in the Honor of 
Ad divine Truſt. All human Aid (though 
9 65 doubtleſs 


. 55 * Pla ah. 51 0 


ger xit.3 Mithonts beſt Sutport. $39 
doubtle ſs often advantageouſly inſtru· 
1 mental i in the Hand of Providence) muſt 
} be excluded from this Claim. i Riches, 
. Learning, Skill are mere Cyphers, —= 
Wm They are broken Reeds to lean upon, 
i and, when ſet, in Competition with the 
| / bleſſed Author of all Perfection, evapo> 
rate like the diſſolving Smoke. 2 The 
Application of our Abilities indeed (im- 
T potent as they are). in every laudable 
. Employment, is a Tribute we owe to 
| FE ; Heaven: : and it would v very ill 1 00 
''F rational Creatures, formed for Action 
continually dependent on their Creator, 
and to whom they are indebted for every 
Bleſſing they enjoy, to neglect the Im- 
provement of thoſe T alents of which | 
El they are poſſeſſed: But Rill we muſt con- 
| fide; in God alone for Succels , on our 
moſt. earneſt Endeavors. For tho! Paul 
_ himſelf ſhould plant, and Apollos: water, 
i is HE only who, can give the Increaſe. 
13 2 2 vnleſs 
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vnlels gur Labors are im 
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bete XII. 
p 1 8 00 by 
His aufpleiot üs kaſtuence, and enriched 
from the Inex naultible dein of all 
Good, ; they will be "ahogether krüitlels 
and -unprofi fitable. But if the propitious 
Beams of 'Providence” ſmile upon us, 


What Storm can plaſt p if Omnipotence 


pleaſes th accelerate, "Who « can retard the 
Accomp Jlithment of : -our 'Withes © or De- 


fien 85 ET moſt worthleſs Trifle, aLeaf, | 


DN or a Feather, v whe! n God | gives the Com- 


F ont 1 8 
Wilton, ſhall. — 5 a eden Arrow it in 


| fs Quiver, w which ett eat ob ſtruct. 


And when Hie! fays t to the moſt inveterate 


Diltemper, Wt It is enough, „its Rage man 


abate, and it it ts Virulence ſhall ceaſe, after ; 
it Has baffled all the Power of Medicine, 


and möôscked the Thyftcia s Art. 0 
truſt ih the Lord then, e Sons of Afflic. 
tidal! and not in any eat 

** He will deliver ytu out of all ybur 


thly Erpedient; 


Troüpdes: rat n Lord, yeLearned! 


and 
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4 and lean not to your own Underſtanding; 
F T ruſt i in the Lord, ye Mighty! and rely 
not on your own Power: For with the 
Lord alone inhabits true Wiſdom, and 
with the Lord Jehovah is dene 
Strength, 


5 Sum; it is our Duty to truſt i in God, 
and i in no other Power, both for all tem- 
poral and ſpiritual Bleſſings, It is the 
| ſame gracious and adorable Being, who 
gives Health, Peace, Proſperity, and 
every earthly Comfort to our Bodies, 
and alſo imparts Faith, Hope, Charity, 

and all. other Chriſtian Graces. to our 
Souls. That we are frail, dependent 
Creatures, and utterly inſufficient of our 

ſelves to obtain the leaſt of theſe rich 
Endowments, is a Confeſſion almoſt as 
general as it is true, Is it not then a 
natural Inference, that, in every needful 
Eger. ve ſhould make our humble 


15 9 5 " Appt , 


342 N rut in G | Fer. XIt, 
Mii to our only true F riend, 
and univerſal BenefaQtor? and N 
ally, ſince we are aſſured that almighty, 
unchangeable, omnipreſent Goodneſs (this 
amiable Characteriſtig, which | gives a 

Luſtre to all the other Attributes of the 
Deity) is ever ready to ſoothe our Diſ- 
treſſes, and ſupply our Wants. And does 
it not entirely correſpond with the fallen, 


1 


 imperfeRt State of weak Mortals, to truſt 


in the all-perfe& God for Bleſſings of a 
: ſuperior Kind P—for ſpiritual Grace, Di- 
rection, and Aſſiſtance ?—for Pardon of 


Sin, and Peace of Conſcience? —for = 


conciliation by Jeſus Chriſt, and Sancti 
fication by the holy Spirit 2—for all that 
is truly valuable in this World, or will 
be proved to be fo i in the next? Such a 
Truſt as this fully correſponds with the 
Attributes of the Creator, and is alſo per- 
fealy adapted to the Condition of the 
Creature : It tends at once to diſplay the 


oy 


9 Oo bo Glory 
* * e 4 
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* 
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Glory of divine Majeſty, and to make 
tolerable the Miſeries of Mankind: It is 1 


/ 


” WM 


everaccompanied with that bleſſed Peace” 
of God, which (as a learned Writer finely 
obſerves) © is that Senſe of being in 

1 Friendſhip with him, that Feeling of 
“Comfort and Joy flowing from him, 
* which paſſeth all Underſtanding; ex- 
% ceeds the Conception of thoſe Who 


% 


% have not experienced it, and will ex- 


C ceed hereafter the preſent gonceptions 
40 


* 


of thoſe who have.” 

Having thus eb dense ito convey 
to you an Idea of that Truſt in the Lord, 
which will never fail of being accepted 
by him, it cannot now be difficult to 


| comprehend how ſuch a Confidence will 
comfort us in all the Diſtreſſes, and ſup- * 


port us under all the Afflictions that are 


incident to human Nature. „ 


2 4 And 


Wages. | 


$44 7 ruſh i in G ser. XII. | 
bro EP this it will not fail of doing i in 
A. ber ungaceptionably ſuperior to 
every ather Expedient: far beyond all 
that F can poſſibly repreſent, or you. 
without an happy Experience, be ever 
able to conceive. Where can we find 


more true and ſolid. Comſort, where a 


more rational and exalted Satisfaction, 
than in frequent Communian with the 
bleſſed God, and a ſure, tho humble Truſt 
in his Mercy? What can be more pleaſing 5 
to Him, or more truly beneficial to our- 1 
ſelves, than to depend on his Grace and 
Goodneſs in all the ſeveral Calamities of 
Life PIs there. any Difficulty too hard 
for this uncontroulable Power to con- 
quer? Any real Benefit that this com- 
paſſionate Father is not willing to effect 
for his beloved Children? Should the 
Storms of Adverſity threaten us from 
ang 
heavier than we know how to ſuſtain, 
VC cannot 


Ser- XII.] Afliftion's bet Support. "245 
cannot that ſame glorious God who ruleiſi 
te Thunder, alfo diſſipate. the gloomy 
Clouds of Affliction, and. alleviate the 
Burthen of Diſtreſs ? Cannot this merci- 
ful, this mighty Being, both relieve us 
in our Pains, and ſupply us in our Ne- 
ceſſities? Ves, ſhould Sickneſs and Pover- 
ty unite their Force, and with their gall- 
ing Load of Miſeries almoſt grind us to 
Powder, yet, if we wait patiently on the 
Lord, and humbly confide in his Mercy, 
He will be our certain Comfort, as well 
as Hope, a very preſent Help in Trouble: 
Afflictions, in the ſpiritual Meaning, ſhall 
not conſume, but brighten and refine us; 
they ſhall not exhauſt, but increaſe our 
Strength: Hardſhips ſhall even ſerve to 


animate, and the veral Trials admi- 5 


W new „ 1 


How 1 may 7 * be called 
py, (# any ee here will admit 
of 


— — 


” 
"*% * * * 


. 
* 


Being, who is their faithful Friend, and 


Truſt in Got 5 ser. 5 XII. 7 
of 1 Apellation) who are : poſſeſſed of | 
this heavenly Truſt! They know af- 
furedly, and maintain an habitual Senſe 
of it, that Afflictions proceed from that 


tender Father; that they are all Meſſen- 5 


gers from Him, and therefore ſent un- 


doubtedly on ſome gracious Errand.— 


This, I think, is the capital Argument 


for Equanimity i in Sufferings, and a calm 
Acquieſcence in the divine Pleaſure, — f 


If it is He who ſormed the Light, and 


created Darkneſs, who firſt brought us 
into Exiſtence, and hath ever ſince led 
and ſupported us thro every Stage of it, 


who hath imparted to us Bleſſings innu- | 
merable, and crowned us daily with his 


ſame Lord who doth all theſe Things, that 
now pleaſes to aſſign us this Pain, or this 


Trouble,—affign it too (as he certainly 


does) for our everlaſting Benefit ,—ſurely 


. 


. Mercy and loving Kindneſs. —If it is the 


we 


Ser. X1l.] Affiflion's 2 Support. TM ; 


we have the higheſt Reaſon not only 0 
bow with Patience to the all- wife Ap- 


pointment, but even to rejoice in every | 
State of Affliction, and N the Hand 
that ſmites us. ; 


- 7 


3-4. of 


It is a ian which deſerves our 


eſpecial Regard, that whatever is the 


Aſſignation of unerring Wiſdom (tho we 
cannot always diſcern its Propriety) muſt 
be right; whatever Almighty Love or- 


dains (however grievous to human Na- 
ture) muſt be good. —A firm Founda- 


tion' this, againſt all Attaeks, for the af. 


flicted Soul to reſt upon! A moſt ſolid 


— — nia yr — 


Baſis on which to build it's Confidence! 


It was this that ſupported Eli, David, 
Job, and ten thouſand others. The 


Man who truſts in God, and believes 
that every painful Viſitation has a Com- 
miſſion from his heavenly Father, who 


8 correfts him With all the Severity of 
8 Kina | 


"= 
I 


„ 


245 
Kindneſs, and with an = WR to da 
him Good at the laſt, is fortified againſk 


Truſ in Cod [Ser. XII. 


all Storms; he is * chaſtened, but not kulled ; 
or owful, yet alway rejoicing.” : Should 


his Cup of Life be deeply mingled with 
the bittereſt Gall, ſenſible of the Spring 


— 


from whence it flows, he drinks it with 


Thank fulneſs and Compoſure. . All tem- 


| poral Afflictions be receives as ſo many 


ſpiritual Bleſſings i in Diſguiſe, | He con- 
ſiders himſelf as a poor unworthy Mortal, 


reflects how often, and how ungrate- 


fully, he has ſinned againſt his Maker 
and Redeemer, and confeſſes that his re- 


ment. Conſcious of the great Danger 


that is peculiar to a continued Series of 
Health, and that accompanies the ſmil- 
ing Hours of an uninterrupted Proſperity, | 
how apt theſe ſublunary Enjoyments are 


to make us enamoured with our preſent 
State, and forget, that we are Candidates. 


for 
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forEterni ty, he the more. chearfully ac · 


quieſces in his diſtreſſed Situation. His | 
Miſeries are  fanflified, 15 the We ; 


TREE 


Comfort. They tend t to renew (*4 car- 


nal. Mind, to break of his Attachment 
to the ſordid Delig rhts of this vain, delu- 


five World, and, whith is a Conſideras 
tion above all athers, to! fix his Affections ; 
on that Country, where # 4 God ſhall wife 
LY away "all Tears from has yes 30 : fram 
whence all Pain and Sorrow are for ever | 
baniſhed; and where nothing ſubſiſts but ? 


e and immortal ler- K's 5 25 


Far different i is the Condition ach that 
| Mortal, who + 00 trufteth- in Man, and . 
KL © maketh. Fle ofh his Arm, and whoſe Heart 
«  departeth from, the Lord. ” Fear, Doubt, 


and Diſquietude, in every Situation, are 


3 * 1 * ALLA 


his conſtant and undiyided Companians. 


4 1 


ONES 
„ 


Rev. xxi. 4. + Jer, xvii. 5. 


T 


1 


359 _ Truſts in G Lser. *. 
Does ! e od his 1 — * Hopes with | 
te Accompliſhment | of any particular 
5 Deſign? Or does ſome favorite Project 
engage his Parſuit?—How ain does he 
prove't to be all ll human Help, excluſive 


x. * 


of divine! How frail and treacherous 


the ſtrongeſt Powers of his Dependence! 


One wants Ability, another an Inclina- 


: tion to ſerve him: And : a Third, the very 


Man perhaps i in whom he truſted, the 
Friend i in whom his ſole Aſſurance, hig 


Heart is wrapt up.—flinches at a Criſis 


When be ſhould ſtand the firmeſt, any 
baſely betrays the Confidence repoſed 


in him. But to form a laſting Idea of 
ſuch a State; only draw the Curtain of 


| Diſeaſe, and obſerve. the Deportment of 
> Wretch of this unhappy Stamp in his 
date Moments. What a Scene of Hor- 


'Tor here preſents itſelf An afflicted 
Boch, and a tormented Mind beſti- 
duke of Relief, loft Hope. Nor 


every 
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very Boy: fails jag and he n 


1 


#, I 4 


F Folly. the Madneſs of Glogs on 2p 


Thing mortal, —His beloved Wealth, 
Pomp, and Authority loſe their Influ- 


ence. They have no Succor to be- 


ſtow: are utterly unable to ſooth his 


Pains, or afford him one Moment's Eaſe; 


That bleſſed God, whoſe Friendſhip. it 
would have been his main Intereſt to ſes 
cure, and who alone could help him in 

this extreme Neceſſity, is his Enemy and 
Avenger. Even that gracious Being. 
who is Mercy itſelf, can ſhew him no 
Mercy ;—for He hath not been applied 
to, — He hath not been truſted in. 
Happy would it be for him, might his 
Woes terminate with that Life which 
will ſoon be no more. But alas! This, 
miſerable as it is, muſt only expire to in- 
troduce him i into another, which will be 
Ae more 0. — Then will that 


dreadful 


33 


N % 
: / 


83 e in b eser. XII. | 
dreadful Time be accompliſhed, when b 
he ſhall wiſh; but wiſh in vain;—for = i 
| the Mountains to fall bn him, and the þ 
f * Rocks to cober him from the Preſenct 
ef the Lord, and from the Wrath of | 
che Lamb. Such will be the Con- 
wo - dition of every one who takes not God 8 
tor bis Hope and Truſt, but fooliſhly re. | 
nes on ſecon ary Cauſes for his Protec- 2 
| 5 E Goes and __ 212 NISC | | nion 7 


. 
* 


gy * . P. 2 . - * * os 
I. f 3 f N N 9148 „ $i 38 . 1 * 2 : 
LY & * * * - 


vai this Comparifon, and the Reflec- | 
tions preceding it, thete ariſeth a fingle 
| Inference&f the higheſt Moment: Which — | 
33H is; that if we hope to experience the | 
Comforts of that holy Confidence, Which 
is here delineated, we muſt refolve, by 
Grace, to lead HOLY LIVES. To pre- 
tend to truſt in God, without the Practice 
of Godlinefs, is abſard und hypocritical. 
781 This is a Truth which you may infalli- 
"mn bly depend upon, that, as @fincere Traft | 
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in the Mercies of our Almighty Father, = 
thro Chriſt, is the Foundation of all true | 
Peace and Comfort, ſo the danctity of our 
Hearts, and a regular Adherence. to his 
| Gacred Laws, ne * ſolid Wndeties 
uy" Craft: MLYRISOVW O31 97 
vo 1 y Fa FREY let us ever 
make it our principal Study, as it ſhould 
certainly be our greateſt Concern, f 
&* walk humbly with our Cod; to recom- 
mend ourſelves to his PrateQtion by a 
ſettled Habit of Piety and Virtue.——Let 
us reſolutely mortiſy every evil Cuſtam, 
repent without Delay of every Sin that 

| ve have been guilty of, and pray earneft+ 
ly for Pardon thro' the Merits. and Medi- 
ation of Chriſt, —Let us implore the Holy 
| Spirit to fix theſe good Reſolutions in our 
Hearts, and then, whatever Difficulties 
we are involved in, or whatever Miſeries 
we. labor under, we may truſt without 
A C 


8644 Truſt in God 8er. Xl 33 
Preſumption in our moſt merciful God. 
Armed with ſuck a Shield, we ſhall be 
afraid of no Dangers, repine under no 

Afflictions, ſink under no Adverſities. 
But inſtead of ſhe wing Marks of Diſcon- 

tent, or betraying a puſillanimous Tem- 
per, we ſhall be enabled to cry out with 
David, in that interrogatory Self- Reproof, 
My art thou ſo vexed, O my Soul: and 
© why art thou fo diſquicted within meh 
ti put thy Truſt in God : for I will yet thank 

* ham, who ts the Help of my Countenance,' 
% and my God.” And again, + <4 Cafft thy ; 
« Burthen upon the Lord, and he al 

« ſuſtain thee.” And here, with Job in 
the Text, n he om me, ade . 1 
ne 


10 + L 
: % 


God grant that you and I may be bleſt 
with ſuch a Truſt as this; and with all 
the inen temporal and im pro- 

„%%% ͤ; ; NE 99 29! „ 


"> x 9 
„ —— -. 


? Pſa, xlii. 14, 15. 2 * Pla. Iv. 22. 


Ser. XII.] Aſiction's beſt Support. 335 
ceeding from it! May it attend and ſup- 
port us in every Trial of Life, through 
all the various Scenes and Changes of it! 
May it make us calm and reſigned upon 
the Bed of Sickneſs, —at that Time of 

real Need! And may it at laſt draw out 
the Sting of Death, and remove us, thro 

God's moſt precious Mercies in Chriſt 
Jeſus, from this Land of Wickedneſs and 


Trouble, to an holy and bleſſed Im- 
mortaty! 


Now to God the Father, San, and Holy 
G hoſt, &c. 


Amen. 
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Be content with fuch Things as ye have: for 
He hath ſaid, 7 will never leave thee, nor 
forſake thee, . 
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ts Yn HAVE: FOR HE HATH sad, I wilL 


"NEVER LEAVE THEE, non FORSAKE 
ruf. my 


EACE _ Contentment in the pre- 

ſent World, and immortal Happineſs 
in that which is to come, are the grand 
' Objetts of every wiſe Man's Care. They 
comprehend all that is attainable, or 
even to be wiſhed for, both in Time and 
in Eternity, For, in whatever Rank or 
Degree we ſtand; whether the external 


Circumſtances of Fortune ſmile or frown 


upon us; to be content is to be happy. 22 


A a4 And 


— 


ſolid. Enjoyment.—F; a 


. Images of Bliſs, and entertain us with 
every Phantom that we chuſe fondly to 


admire; but when we think to take Poſ-. 


On Mete. Cer. XIII. 


And to enjoy a pure and rational Happi- 
neſs, tho imperfectiy, here, is doubtleſs 


an Earneſt of enjoying : it in its Falk Pers 
feAion hereafter, | 


But the various Opinions which are 
formed of Contentment, and the different 
Tracks in which it is blindly 2 


furprizingly betray. the Capriciouſne 
and Inconſiſtency of Man. nbition 


pants after it in the popular Breath; Ava- 
rice digs for it in the Mines of Mammon; 


and Libertiniſin dreams of its being con- 


fined to the Brothel. Airy Notions 
theſe! and the ſpontaneous Product of a 

chimerical Brain! They never experi- 
mentally afforded one Moment's calm and 
y may create 


Leben 2 the 1 it eludes our eager 
Graſp, 


* : RY.) OT OS: ” 
8 3 a. 


Ser. x0] On Contentments 36 
| Graſp, and leaves us in all the Anguiſn 
of Diſappointment and Self- Reproof <= 
The Engagement of our Affections to 
Objects by no Means worthy of them, 
our rating thoſe Objects beyond teir 
| Deſert, and a vain Expectation of receiys | 
ing more from them than they either 
are, or ever can be, capable of beſtow- 


c ing, are the manifeſt Cauſes of a tho' ge- 


neral Diſcontent. When we recolle& 


that God ſaid, Let us make Man in our 
Mage, after our Likeneſs, we may well 
ſuppoſe ourſelves deſigned for a none 


exalted Purpoſe than barely to gratify 
our Senſes, of purſue the Vanities of 
Life. And if ſo, it is certain that out- 
ward Circumſtances, whatever they con- 


fiſt in, can never conſtitute A rational ” 


Happineſs The good | Things of the 
World (erroneouſly ſo called) have the 
Power to pall, but not truly fatisfy the 
of nn. Beings. They 

only 


only play: about the ſenſitive Faculties, 


2 * n 19 8 * er Ideas of an im- 


Yet; fn we mttendit 14670 to the e 
given us in the Words of the Text, we 
_ "Shall find that it is not ſo difficult a Taſlæ 
io obtain Contentment as is generally ſup- 
Poſed. It is a Jewel, which, tho of in- 
does not require any 
uncommon Pains to purchaſe, Only 
learn to be content with ſuch Things as YE 
 :HAVE.—A very plain and eaſy Leſſon! 
Here are no Hardſhips, Dangers, or Diſ- 

treſſes inſiſted on. All Anxiety for fu- 
ture Events is excluded. And we are 
VWiſely admoniſhed to be ſatisfied with 
our preſent Lot. But ſince human Na- 

ture is weak, and unaſſiſled Reaſon not 
_ -always ſtrong enough to acquie ſce, the 
Apoſtle encourages every Chriſtian Be- 


*% 


liever to be content with his Appoint- 


ment 


2 ¶ YEE 22 — - 


on Contentment. f'Ser. XIII. 


3 


7 — * XIII. 1 


Wooten 


leave thee, nor forſale thee—A moſt gra- 
cious, comfortable, and encouraging Al[- 

4 ſurance ! And tho' it was originally. di- 

| -TeRted to. Joſhua, the Succeſſor of Moſes, 
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and faithful Servant of the Lord, it ex- 


tends to all Perſons, of every Se and 


| 5 Nation, who truſt in God, and believe: in 


| our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, 
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CONTENTMENT under all the various 
Circumſtances of Life. 


W * our r bleſſed Creator had com- 


pleated this material Syſtem, he beheld 
all his Works with an approving Eye. 


4 For all was perſect Harmony. Not the 
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- ® See Joſhua i. 5; 


8 On Contentmente 36g 
ment from a Conſideration of God own- 


This Subjekt W dds ee 
me to expatiate on the great Duty of 


leaſt Erratum diſcoverable in ahr grand Fe 
and 


1392 


doruble Godhead is likewiſe the Diret- 
tor and Preſerver of univerſal Nature. 


evident Demonſtrations are we hourly 
bleſſed with of his unequalled and un- 
controlable Power, his abſolute and ir- 


GOODNESS; which is unlimited and 


ivexhauſtible ! Theſe amiable Attributes 


are the Baſis of all our Hopes. Hence 


fore doubt the Propriety of his Admini- 
"ns He 25 the” blefſed and only 


ES : . | | | 8 Sf Hof 


my. [66 XIII. 
220 Apen en Bake): The ſame a- 


His vital Energy, though impenetrable to 
human Sight, pervades, actuates, and 
ſupports the whole Creation. We ſee 
clearly the Marks of his ſuperintending 
Providente;tho' we are not able to ſeru- 
Ttinize into his ſecret Operations. What 


reprovable Mſdom, and particularly his 
we ſorm the pleuſing Idea of God's uni- 
verſal Government; and cannot there- 


een the King of * and Lord 
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« of Lords :” He is f at f only wiſe Got- 
10 .* * hes: Wee enilureth YE 


\ 


i is "_ data Bin, (in whom 
al Perſeftion pa worn who © chooſes our 
Inheritance, and fixes the Bounds of 


* our Habitation.“ This is He, who ap- 
propriates to every Man, in every Pe- 


riod of his Liſe, his diſtin Situation. 
* The Lot is caſt into the Laß: fays the 


wiſe Sen of David, * but-the whole” d % 


* bofing thereof is of the Lord.” The this 
great Variety of Conditions ſeems to'Us 


to proceed barely from fortuitous Cir- 


eumſtances, yet they are all directe d by 
infinite Diſcernment, and flated accord- 
ing to the Counſels of eternal Wiſdom, 


an Agent appointed to execute the divine 
Decrees. | Every, Alteration that we fee 
Gully: | ' happening, * whether ny Honor or 

K Fits + 0 9118 1. Abaſement, 


im. i. 17. 1 Pla, li, In Prov. xvi, 33. 


What ue blindly term Chance, is really 


355 On Cantentment, (Ser. XIII. 
Abaſement, Health or Sickneſs, Life or 
Death, is by no Means to be imputed to 
| Caſualty, but Providence. Providence, 

executing. its own. deliberate! Purpoſes, 

| tho not always diſcovering its Interpoſi- 

then profeſs to believe that the World 
and every Creature in it is under God's 
immediate Care and Circumſpection:; 
that He is Lord of both Heaven and 

Earth; HY has therefore an u 

| queſtionable” Right to diſpoſe of his Pro- 

perty as he pleaſes; and yet murmur. | 

at our Allotment, and fay; * Why haſt 

* thou made me thus, or fixed me here?” 

Shall we acknowledge ourſelves to be 

weak, imperfect, dependent Beings, and 

yet preſume to arraign our Maker's Go 

| vernment, or be diſſatisfied with his ſa 

cred: Diſpenſations p Much rather does 

it become us to bow with the moſt hum - 
ble Reſignation, and determine, by God's 

| .-. Grace, 
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Grace, ne Portion He ſhall Pe 
to . us, hereu wes fo ” content.” 


2 


To ee in the ian K Nau 


and to be content in a flouriſhing Condi- 
tion, appears to be no difficult Taſk. —- 
Nor can we properly deem Contents' 
ment, in ſuch agreeable Circumſtances, 
to be in itſelf any conſiderable Virtue. 


Diſeaſe, and the Heart unwounded by 
Sorrow; we muſt have way-ward Diſpo- 
fitions indeed, if we ate either deficient 
in Gratitude to God, or harbor any un- 


juſtifiable Complaints in our on Breaſts. 
How baſe muſt be the Mind that is diſ- 
fatisfied within, | when all is chearful and 

ferene without! How] much baſer 'Rilf 
does it appear, and how unworthy of 
ö thoſe W Gifts beſtowed upon 


4 


it, 


When all nature ſmiles around us, and 
Proſperity gilds every Scene with Joy; N 
fo long as the Body continues free from 


3 


* 


an Guntenin 


* when even the common JH of 


Thankſgiving ta the Donor is neglected, 
or deſpiſed! And, if I may purſue ſo un- 


natural a Climax; how yet more vile and 


deteſtable is it to convert thoſe very 


Bleſſings which call ſo loudly; for the ut- 


Aderation, into the Means of diſhonor- 
ing tbeir gracious Author! - And yet in 


Fact, this is do uncomman Caſe.— Only 


look into the World; and ſee What 
Numbers there are of. ſt r Rank. 


* faring ſumpiuouſy, every Day,” that 
ever murmuring and eee 
governed by Grace; and Slaves to their 


-<. ated, may the praſpergus Wor laling lay 1 
in a terreſtrial. Paradiſe; But there 


« grows in Ki Mid 
© interdi AG 
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moſt Returns of Praiſe, Gratitude, and 
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the Eye, and grateful to the Faney' +) 
* How it mocks my Reach !=Ah! Why 


„has the Almighey probibitedk the En- 


joyment of this ſingle Tree? © To tafte 
nere is the very Summit of my Wiſhes, 


Without it I mult il be miſerable: 


And yet, it is the only Addition tliat 
« is wanting to compleat my Happineſs,” 


With Regard to ſuchungratefubWretches, 
1 ſhall only obſerve, that they deſerve to 


be [tortured with that Anxiety which is 
created by their own evil Tempers; and 


which Death itſelf cannot ee 
tefs firſt removed by a N Sorrow, 
1 Regovator of nd.” 3 us 


** — 
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cle: in der 8 a. oe! neger 
Force of this Subject, let us more parti- 


recommending in the ofpofite State. 
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r the Duty which I am 
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Gloom: over our moſt delightful Proſ- 

pects; when the Arrows of Calamity 
tick deep in the Heart that was once 
chearful and ſelt no Pain; then it is that 
the Fortitude of the Mind is beſt proved, 
and this moſt deſirable Virtue; Content- 


* * * 


"Ride Trouble is emu . cer. 
tain Lot of human Nature,. one might 
reaſonable; hope that every prudent Man 
would calmly accept the Inheritance to 
which he is born. In the School of Af. = 
fliction it is eſpecially ineumbent upon 
us to ſtudy the valuable Leſſons of Pa- 
tience, Reſignation, and content. And 
yet the poor deſponding Mortal, Who 
Ats mournfully drooping under the Se- 
verity of his Fate, is ready to exclaim 
againſt the partial Dealings of Providence, 
on comparing his own. Situation With 
har ak. others, Wich, ente, ſo in- 
8000 8 le "ny 
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finitely more eligible; He thinks he ſees 
thouſands rien pp ras himſelf, but none 


more wretched, — 


* with all the Happineſs that Health, 


* Riches, and a gay inchanting World 
1 can give Whilſt I; alas! am deomed 
* to Poverty and Labor; unacquainted 
* with the true Joys of Life; and 
* brought into the World only to prove 
* its Miſeries. Thus does Envy and 
Complaint alternately employ every vas. 
cant Hour; and he laments over his own. 
melancholy State, as ouer the Graue f 
& deceaſed Hope. But ſurely a little ſe- 
rious Reflection muſt convinee us that 
this is not only acting an i np 


a very ungrateful Part: Inbr 
cauſe Murmuring and Diſcontent cannot 


1 an 


* How many of my 

" . ſays he, do I be- 
hold dancing away their golden Hours 
ein Joy and Feſtivity; crowned with 
% Affluence and Honor; and bleſſed 
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[ Set; XIII. 
bly make his Condition better; and 
vungrateſal benauſe it might be ten thous 
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ful Preature, diſputing with: his almighty 


Ereatir, about thæ Portion he vainly 


bimſelſ intitleũ to in the Biſtri· 
dotious -of his) Providence. Let us be- 
hald- the Etaniple wWith an indignant 
And Whenever we ſuſpect that 


ve are in Danger of running upon the 


& Rack leti us cheek oanſelves in the 
defructive Courſe,: by refledting/ in ge: 
that our prefent State, whether 
ſecmiggly de r not is aſſigned by 


W aver-aling Power that this ſame 


Fawer has an undaubted and unencep- 


tothe Diſpaſab of his Crea- 
Ke is, the beſt, and alone 
ge of every Cireumſtance 
efieial, r nous to 
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us; and finally, chat, upon Condition 
bf our Faith, Repentance, and earneſt 
Endea vors of Obedience to his Will, 
cobſpire 
or (Our eſſential Intereſt. For a 
#* Things work together -_— — 0,0 


« that-is rage i. e. cn d intim 
fically Good: And, however humbie 
and unenvied their Condition: may he, 
there ſhall nothing be wanting to pro- 


En heit wanne and mot Jiuſigntias 
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Our Reflections on this Occaſion would 


Superiors. When we behold: thoſe Fa- 
vorites of Fortune ſurrounded with 
Honors, and revell. ati * Wealth and 
nei ” 14 N WR.” ite B b 3 50. 27 Luxu 


' 62459621 1: n. viii 28. 4 Pla, Axis. 10. 
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amining a little into the real State of dür 


an”, In. 


theif diſtracted Breaſts? We ſee them 
mining in all the Pageantry of Greatneſs, 
And admire their Pomp and Figure. 5 
But is not the Eye dazzled with a falſe 
Glitter, and Admiration cheated with an 
empty Shew?— Tis true, all is ſplendid 
and gay without ; but is it not dark and 


874 On Contentment. Cer. XIII. 
Luxury, how natural is it, at firſt-Sight, 
to pronounce them happy; to envy and 
applaud their Power and Superiority! 
But do we conſider, at the fame Time, 


the numerous Cares and Anxieties they 


are expoſed to, and which often rend 


comfortleſs within The Countenance 
indeed is chearful; but is not the Heart 


ſad?2-—And what can Riches or ſound- 
ing Titles profit i in the Day of Calamity? 
Can they meliorate an evil Habit of 


Body, or guard the Avenues of a diſtem- 


pered Mind? Can they mitigate an acute 
Pain, or baniſh a ſettled Sorrow? Inſtead 
ali. are hag not r the fun- 
Ke a damental | 


3 
” 
1 


is ſo much envie 


| Things a as we have.” SOL ONE 


duell Cauſes) of Yath®: Luxury and 
Licentiouſneſs, which are the natural 


XIII 3 On Contentment, 


Offspring of Riches, create the one, and 
diſappointed Pride and Ambition, which 
are the common Attendants of the Great, 
the other. And is this the State which 
d, idolized, and paſſion- 


ately deſired 2—Let the Dignity of hu- 


man Reaſon bluſh to bear ie —and 


LES Nt» | 


cents, let us - erideavor 60 con- 


duct ourſelves both like rational Men 
and good Chriſtians. And let us, by 
God's Help, (on comparing our own 
Condition with that which 1 have been 
juſt remarking) reſolve to embrace the 


Apoſtle's Advice, and be content with, fuck 


& * „ n a * 


11 ph | wilt to the Means of ſecur- 
f ing to ourſelves this divine Virtue, if we 
turn our Ideas to the inferior Claſs of 5 
r Bb 4 human 
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| Human, Beings: \thoſke, to whom the all- 
wiſe Governor hathidecreed @ Situation 


— Haaremiſerablethan our OW New 


K 


T 


E "hs: Slant. \bode of forſaken. Wreich- 

| * edneſs. G0 to the Hahitation of Him ; 
= 2 — once numbered. among the Sos 
3 4 af. Exo | 


e whole every Day was an 
— BRFIQUGER Sunſhine, and; whoſe Glories 
ze mo faded by one continued N 


[inter 
. Behold him emaciated 


with Poyerty, and languiſhin ing in Sick. 
bels r- -W without a Friend to aſſiſt him in 


391 


uus deepeſt Sufrings or drop a Tear of 
1 i 0 jo, the Dwellings of the Fa. 
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. therleſs, and ſee, them leſt without the 
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ide of their Youth, che beſt, Prop, 
Av nor 44 by 


under Heaven, of their tender and un- 
practiſed Age. — Behold them driven 


naked into a, World that abounds with 
Cpusliy, Snares. and vicked Suggelions,. 
ee] thew expoſe, 10 all its various 
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without a Parent, Benefactc 
tors: o into feet R of 
ſame difconſolate Widow: whoſe fincere 
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105 he Looks. not 400 to — 


a bleeding Heart, in all, the i 


Eloguencerof/ Grief.—Grief for the Loſs 


of her only Guardian, and dearer S 
who; is 


mutually, pleaſing Society, and the moſt 
refined Friendſhip.— Go, ſearch amidſt 
the common 
neſs; balance then a 


then ſay whether Heaven, in this com- 


e Light, has not dean graciouſly 
4:55 _ 
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Attacks, ten- ende Def ehen 


Grief ſnuns the Inſpection of the public 
Hear her giving Vent to the Fullneſy of 


juſt, gone to return no more. 
a. Loſs inexpreſſibly aggrayated, by re- 
colleding Months and Years,” ſpent in 


Tecks of human Happi- 


OW ith, an impartial 
Hand. againſt; thy own Sufferings; and 


— — — 


_ Me _ 


378 n Cbntentment. 
bwith thee? Conſider. had Alek a — 
dition, had Tkis.—or even That, been 
thy Allotment, how far more wretched 
thou muſt have been] And if the Weight 
of thy Afflictions ſeems 'now ſo heavy, 
| how inſupportable would it have been 
then Conſider this; and, inſtead of 
murmuring and complaining, rejoice in 
and adore the Mercy of God: Adore 
that benificent Being, who ho He has 
diverſified thy Liſe with Diſappoint⸗- 
ments, Pains, and Sorrows, h yet af 
forded thee many Comforts and Allevi- 
a ations, Which are denied to Millions of 
* own Species. Reſt not only ſatisfied 
and content with thy preſent Portion, 
but render chearful Praiſes and Thanks- 
givings to the great Diſpoſer of all Ranks 


and Conditions; to Him whoſe *-** Cove · 
% nant is with Day and Night, and who 
* hath — the Ordinances ns Heaven, 
* n Earth,” e B9E Qi bs, 1 


Jer. xxxili. 25. 
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But let us no reckon ourſelves in 
the Number of thoſe who are placed in 
the very loweſt Lot of Life. Let it be 
ſuppoſed that we are ſome of the greateſt 
Inſtances of Diſtreſs that ever exiſted. 
Every Scene is dark, and Misfortunes 
in ſo quick a Succeſſion croud'in upon 
us, that they form one continued Series 
of Trouble. The pungent” Weapons of 
Calamity are perpetually flying about 
us, and Affliction hath exhauſted all her 
Rage. Here, it muſt be acknowledged, 
in a Situation ſo peculiarly wretched, 
that our excellent Author's Admonition 
in the Text, appears difficult to be com- 
plied with. The Remedy preſcribed, in- 
ſtead of alleviating, ſeems to add Weight 
to the Diſeaſe. It mocks all human Phi- 
loſophy. But let us, in ſo deſperate a 
Caſe, conſider who it is that lays this 
grievous Burthen upon us: What Power 
is it chat 2 us with all this Mi- 
oy 


880 ment. Ser. & 
unh nn LON 
Heaven that adminiſter each bitter Po: 
tion, and diretts the Rod that makes us 
ſmart ſo ſeverely? Is not every Laſh 
that we receive, inflicted [by the Order 
8 of Omnipotence, the ſupreme Governar 
in Heaven and Earth, who, doth, in both 
Whatſoever he pleaſes ? + ** Who maketh 
I ſore, and bindeth ab:  woundeth, and his 
Hunds male whole,” ls it not then qur 
Duty to ſuppreſs the vain Murmur, and 
check the unprofitable Complaint? 

Since whatever we ſuffer proceeds from 
an all' wiſe Judge, Wh cannot pollibly 
betray the leaſt Error in any of his Diſt 
penſations we ought ſurely to bend Our 
Minds into a chearful Compoſure, and 
with the moſt x nfeigned Reſignation, 
. ths Hand that lunes ue. vigor! 
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1 to ww 1 * deen 


Poe VIZ. that 
Earth ſo miſerable, which God cannot 


make infinitely more ſo, both by adding 


ta its Sorrows, and deducting from its 
Comforts; chat tho our Sufferings are 
never ſo galling, never ſo numerous, yet 


our Sins and Tranſgreſſions deſerve them 


derneſs; deſigned to convince us how 
frail we are, to wean our Affections from 
this Valley of Tears, "m_ ne us 796 * a 
Ge mene r Fi a nt rd as 


A 


t Lam. iii. 39. 


\ © 


endeavor, to prevail upon yo to ſit 
down contented with your preſent Ap4 5 
tum intment, and engage your Reconcili- 


- there is not Boe upon 


all — hy then T doth 4 living Man 
. complain, a Man for the P uniſhment of 
ig Sins?” and laſſly, that our Putiiſhs 
ment is nothing more than the ordinary | 
Effects of God's paternal Love and Tem. 


4 
* 
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brances of Mortality. 


But it is be 8 ere = 
that God, who defendeth the Cauſe of A 
the. helpleſs, even the moſt mighty and 
; whole Promiſe is irre- 
ible, ofe Word is 1 = 
hath l 1 will never leave + e, nor for ſale 


thee: This is a Declaration b g 


well revive our drooping Spirits, and 


bear us up under the heavieſt Incum- 
If we ean engage 


the Favor of this merciful Being, we 


may defy all the Powers of Adverſity, 

and ſmile at the moſt malicious Frowns 
of Fortune. God is not more a Ræſpector 

of the Conditions, than the Perſons of 


Men. Whatever Rank we ware aps 
pointed. to keep, He will be our impe- 
netrable Shield, and guard us againſt all 
the Daggers of Diſcontent. Our better 
Part, the Mind, which nothing but Vice 


can injure, ſhall ſtand Proof againſt every 
storm; and the ** tho perhaps not 


always : 


set. XIII.] 
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cat: 


l my e we w 0 ever to enjoy 


this excellent Gift of Heaven, true CON= 
TENTMENT, we muſt lay the Founda- 
tion of it in our own” Breaſts. And we 


muſt not build with any Materials that 


a fickle World can either "furniſh us 


with, or deprive us of. Peace and Quiet 
are Pearls of too great a Value to venture 
on the ſame Bottom with a pretty Eſtate, 


always ſheltered, ſhall be at Teak p- ” 
ported. 04 ener Fo „ 
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an "empty Title, or any of the precarious Fo 


Pleaſures of Life. For they all ſtand on 
a tottering Baſis, which is in conſtant 


Danger of being demoliſhed. But our 


Contentment will be then immoveable, 
when it is founded upon the Principles 


WER | | 


r Religion upon Faith, Grafts 
and Hope, Theſe are the Rocks which 
no Tempeſt can ſhake, no Treachery 

mine. If we. belieue in Cod. and 
* * nils if we pray earneſtly 


for Grace to reſtrain us from all Vice; 
and aſſiſt us in every good Work; and 
ie humbly hope for che Pardon of all 


our Saviour) and everlaſting: Happinefs 
in the World to come; we may depend 
upon it that uo Accidents can ever ruin 
our Peace a Peace which is thus firmly 


4 2 Aatained under the greateſt Trou- 
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| thoſe dreadful- Affiiions 
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_ eſtabliſhed :: we ſhall aſſuredly poſeſs ut 
4 nes in Fal iente, live perfectly contented 
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and the next, abſolutely depends; which 
— poſſeſſes, tho in the very wf 
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Ser. XIII. J O Contentment of 
earthly E xpedtent ean remove: A,-Nif- 
poſition which it is the great Buſineſs af 
Philaſobky, to aſpire at, and Chriſtianity tp 


maintain: A Diſpoſition, on the Attain- 


ment of which the trueſt Happineſs af 


vur whole Lives, both in iss World, 


tion, cannot be miſerad/e, and who- 
Wants, even in tha öeſt, canngt be 
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va Word; wen Ms. are com- 
Ward to alt in this great Theatre, let 


us beg of God's holy Spirit to enable us 
to perform it well. ——It will then be a 


Matter of Indifference to us whether the 
Character we appear in be high or low. 
We ſhall ſtill be poſſeſſed of an approv- 
ing Conſcience, that Sunſhine of the 


Soul, which is the greateſt of all intel- 


lectual Pleaſures, and will not fail to en- 


_.. liven _ 
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as. on Contentinent, | 5: XII. 
Jliven/ the darkeſt Sean alt Diſtreſs.— $ 
Above all T ings, let us look forwat 


Anto the Eternal State, and endeavor to 
6 Prepare our Hearts and Affections for it. 
et us reſolve never to murmur at any 
Keoints! we meet with in this our ſhort 
Journey to the heavenly 'iJeruſalem. — 
Never let us ſuffer: any of the Enjoy- 
ments or Vexations of a tranſien | World, | 
to divert us from purſuing our DUTY - 
to GOD: But let us make it our princi- 
pal Study to pleaſe HIM in every Step 
we take.——Thes is the Way to obtain 
Peace and Content here; this only is the 


Re 8 to arrive at ene Bliſs hereafter. | 
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Di; woes God the Father, Son, and Holy 
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E RM ON XIV. 
On PRAYER in general. 
1 THEsSS. v. 17. 
Pray without ceaſing. : | 
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PrRAY WITHOUT. CEASINGS 


HIS is one of thoſe many uſe 

Admonitions which we find ſcat- 
ed thro” thi Writings this great Aus 
without being confined to 
or Connexion, It is ran 
umber of thoſe ſpiritual 
he delivered promiſcuouſly, juſt as 4 
were dictated by that holy Spirit, which 
was his conſtant Director. For the pro- 
per Underſtanding of hich, I earneſtly 
ttention to ſuch R 


to me under 
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390 On Prayer in general. [ Ser. XIV. 
ft, I will treat on Pra yer in — 
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2dly, Explain what the Circumſtance 


* 


here annexed to it, (toithout ceaſing ) doth 


N | * * * * Mod 1 5 
ply dare, «nz ava «tl 


gdly, Conſider What Dual fications are 


requiſits to an acceptable Performance 
5 Duty. A % S ei E170 

831] tit Sur foidvr : re ater, T7 
hw” "og Endeavor : to — wink Im- 
Pe ortanee of che e.;Subjeft,; from the 


nion yich. G04. „ tl 10 10 en 


oy 
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- 1 ideal ſpeaking, is eitber 


oral or mental. It is either-an; Act of the 


Mouth, or a. Meditation of; the Mind. 
It is the bleſſed Inſtrument, by v 


the Soul is permitted to converſe with 
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from ſuch a Commus 
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Ser- XV.) On Prayer in generak 391 
her Creator, to pour out all her Wants 
and Deſires before him, # and implore his 
almighty, Aid. Comfort. nod, Protection. 


1 


s, in its full Exter nt, all Manner 


| of Devotion, by which we have the Ho- 


9 


nor and Privilege of being joined in Fel- 
lowſhip with che m {&; High. And it is 
ched out into a Variety of Significa- 
as Petition, Confeſſion, Interce 
mile, and Thankfgiving. wh , adit” 


Han ade} bin 164487 ain e eh 

Petition is that, ſolemn and, delightful 
. twixt our heavenly 
Father and ourſelves, wherein we ſhould 


humbly beg for a Supply;.of all Things 


neceſſary and convenient us; for Pa- 
tience in Adverſity, and Conſolation in 
Diſtreſs; for a Continuance, Or Reſtora: 


ion, of thoſe greateſt of all temporal 
Bleſſings, Health and Peace; for Ability 
to-acquibourſelyes With Diligence, Pro- 
Priety and Hangred in base ve Sta- 
e 0 4 tions; 


9 


Pravity; that we are weak, itperfef, 


* 


292 Di Prayer in grnerul. [Seri XIV. 
t6as; for Security againſt Injuries; and 


wor Evbry/ reabnüble Actsthmbdation ef 


Life. More eſpecially is it dür Duty, 
under this Article, to fapplicate the Fu. 
vor of Herten in all büf ene 
terns. And to this Putpofe | 
not be a more neceſſary —.— 
Employment; than ferventiy to! intreat 
Gb Phrdon for all our 
ſions, thro'the Merits of Cheiſt ; to depre- 
cate his Wrath and Vengeance, and to ſo- 
lieit His ineſtimable Gritee to direct bur 


 . Confeſſion imports a willing, but con- 
trite Acknowledgment of bur inmate De- 


finfal Oreatutes 4 that we live in u State 
of abſolute and contitiual * 
upon Cad; that every 
enjoy is che Preduct of his 
Sed awd Word: unn 
Deed, 


Prayer ing 
on his divitte Grace. 


And God's Omniſèience; our Impotenee, 


Bodies of Men; that to his in 


Mercy, in the Redemption; ſor 


. at 10 . and t 
„ for all Mankind. It | 


municative | 
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implore the Mercy of God in Behalf of 
our Brethren, as well as Ourſelves, 


Hur greateſt 
Prebends a religious, diſintereſt 


unlimited Charity, This is its inſepa- 


able and moſt diſtin ui 


z0d for thole, — nity. hath, 
At that AM '/Iriſtant, divided from our 


> 


8 tore we preſume; ta e 
Sacrifice, —If 


er do ſolemn a 
then we have a Ouarre 


againſt any; let us furgive, let usproy fiir 


them. It is impoſlible for me to expreſs, 


or far gou, without Experience, to im- 
dure what 


t a ſweet Revenge this is. 
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wunicative Proſẽſſion, and inſtructs us to 


may, (according to the — 0 
nemies. It therefore com- 


At is highly neceſſary that 
be reconciied to our — 
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Set. XIV.] On Prayer n general | 395 \ 
- What more'probable Method can we uſe 
to ſoften the obdurate Heart, and melt 
it (if you will allow the Paradox) into a 
joyful Sorrow When the truly charita- 
ble and enraptured Soul is ſoaring to the 

Throne of Grace, on the Wings of ardent | 
Pftayer, pleading | for its Enemy as well 
as itſelf} and burying every evil Act and 
Sentiment in Oblivion; when it thus re- 
_ __ obeys, and humbly: imitates its 
great Muaſter, Mme rendering Goo 


for 
| Evil;—what ati heavenly Senſation does 


it enjoyl What a noble, what an exalted 
Satisſaction is this! And how infinitely 
ſuperior to the common, but narrow 


| hearted Means of Revenge! This is the 


Remedy I would preſcribe to heal a diſ- 
ordered, and malevolent Diſpoſition, It 


1 18 an excellent one indeed. It warms 


A 1d dilates the Heart, opens and enlarges 
he ee and'i is one Ker FR beſt *Prepara- 


of 7 tives 


tives for that Place; whete all is ra 
neſo, Harmony and Eo 


Eſteem, and Worſhipping of Gods ever 
lightful Admiration of his glorious. At 


ing his divine Pevfeftions; © 
and extolling his almighty Wiſdom in 
the Woriderful Works of the Cre ation; 
and adoring his perfect Goodneſs, in all 
| the Diſp of his Providence 


in this Manner fhbuld we r * rage t 
4 for dis Goodneſs and declure the 
N N that e dot, fe - the Children 
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ger, XIV.] On Prayer in general. 397 

ta heap upon us: It is the natural Ex, 
erciſe of an ingenuous Mind, in Return 
for all thoſe valuable Giſts and Bene fits, 
ſo often re-duplicated, received, and 
enjoyed every Moment. With grateful | 
and admiring Hearts, ſhould; we celex 
brate the Name of our common Bene- 
= faftor, for che conſtant Effects of his di 
vine Goodneſs, experienced by our- 
ſelves and by all Mankind. We ſhould 
pay to him alone our chearful Tribute 
of Homage, Gratitude, and Obedience, 
for our Creation, Preſervation, and ſor 
every Bleſſing of Life; but, above all, 
for that ineſtimable Mercy in the Re- 

demption of our immortal Souls by Jeſus 
Chriſt; for the Means of Grace, tendered 
to our Acceptance in the Goſpel, as well 
as in the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit; 
and ſor the precious Hope that he has 
thereby given us of the Pardon of our 
Sins, and of eternal — Fg 
un 5 ann 


4 


comprehend. But in the more limited 
nd 


Here, annexed to khis rr 


| un whether we admit the general, 
or only the particlar Interpretation, this 


chould we $ ** give Nan Als abe — 2 
« "Things unto God and the Father, in the 
ame of our Lord Fefus Chriſt?" Thus 
ſhould our Souls magnify tie Lord, and 
with fervent n adore him for alt 
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All theſe devotional Performances does | 
PRAYER, in its moſt extenſive Latitude; | 


Jy 


uſi ual Acceptation of the Word, it 
denotes the ſingle Act of Amun e 
as before ene 11 will now 9 10 
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der. XV.) On Prayer i in general, 2399 
Phraſe, pray without ceaſing, cannot be 
accepteg literally. as if the Apoltle in · 
joined the e of; Prayer to'be adhered 
to without Intermiſſion, and never to be 
diſcontinued: in che Act; becauſe this is 
inconſiſtent with other eſſential Rules of 
Religion, and indeed quite, impractica- 
ble. But it implies that we ſhould be 
anxious i in embracing every Opportunity 
of Prayer, as far as conſiſts with other 
neceſſary Duties, and as the Lene ol ; 
OI imme in perm it. ay 


15 


A paler he tene on n lle Wor- 

| Pg at all ſtated Times, and in thoſe 
holy Places appointed by Authority for 
that Purpoſe, is indiſpenſibly required, 
b and included in this Injunction. Few, 


vs very few are. the Excuſes that can pro- 
1 22 windicate an | Pmiſligg here. An 


ee it is 1 IN 90 o pul out on 
the 


WY On | Prager in nal _ XIV; 
the Sabbath-Day: Or, by Sickneſs we 
may be confined to the Chamber,, inſtead 

of being able to repair to the Sanctuary: 
But no trivial Plea will God admit to 
juſtify a wilful Neglect of the Place where 
bis Honor dwelletnj.— Well would They 
do ſeriouſiy to conſider this, who pre- 
ſame to diſpenſe with ſa material a Part 
of their Duty! Very different was holy 
David's Diſpoſition—(not to mention the 
primitive Chriſtians, the Apoſtles, and 
Mm Chriſt himſelf, who taught daily in the 
UN „ Temple, from Perſons of this ungrateful 
; Stamp. 80 fervent was his Deſire (when 
baniſhed from his beloved and impe- 
rial City) of being reflored to the Ari of 
God, that his Deprivation of that alone, 
ſeemed to fit heavier upon him, than the 
Exile itſelf. 4 © One Thing,” ſays he, (as 
if there had been but a ſingle Favor 
worth ae calf 40 have 1 defired of 
5 | 44 . 


t Pra, xxvii. 4. 
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Ser. XIV.] On Prayer in generul. 40! 
"the Lord, whith I will require : even thut 
«7 may dwell in the Houſe of the Lord ul 
1 the Days 'of my Life, to behold the fait 
Beauty of the"E0rd,” and to d fil his Tem- 
n Again, he expreſſes the Ardor 
of his Soul on the fame Occaſion, in 
the moſt paſſionate Manner My Sout 
is athirſt for God, yea cuen for the. living 
* God: when ſhall I come to appear before 
* the Preſence of God? And in ahother 
Place he cries out with Rapture, f π ] 
e as glad when they ſaid unto me: We will 
"go! into the Houſe of the Lord. «22799 
his is the bleſſed Hoüſt of Joy, Har- 
mony, and Peace! Here all Contentiorls 
ceaſe, and all Indignities are forgot! £3 
Here is the moſt lively Repreſentation of 
Heaven upon Earth! We here fall down, 
as Children before the Footſtool of the 
fame Father, and offer up our mutual In- 
terceſſions to Hind, "Tis here we partake 


* Pſa. xlii, - 2. * pfa. exxii. 2. 


402 On Prayer in general. [ Ser. XIV. 
of all the Benefits conveyed to us in the 
holy Sacraments; here enjoy the Ad- 
vantage of united Prayers, Praiſes, and 
Thankſgivings,—and, 1 hope I may add, 
—wholeſome Inſtructions ; Inſtructions 
intended to enable us to grow in Grace, 


and in tlie e of our a ond * 
| vio ur 7 Wi us Grit. NO VT 
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10 . 1 preſume, it will pot be reck- 
oned a Deviation from the Subject, if I 
obſerve that we ſhould not only Freguent, 
but reverence the Sanctuary. We ſhould be 
fincere, as well as conſtant Worſhippers. 
We ſhould take eſpecial Care to bring 


1 Wen 


to this Place penitent Hearts, and pure 
Affections. And we ſhould never reſort 
to our Sion for the Sake only. of comply- 6 
ing with general Cuſtom, or to gratif7 
an itching Curioſity; : to flutter i ina filken : 
Veſtment, or expoſe a glittering Ear- 
Ring: This would be acting the moſt ri- 


diculous 


Ser. XIV.] On Prayer in general. 403 
diculous Part of Folly indeed: It would 
be ſtudying, in the very worſt Senſe, to 
varniſh the Caſket,” inſtead of poliſhing 
the Jewel: And (Which is itſelf a fla- 
grant Degree of Vice) it would be con- 
tributing to the Deſtruction of others by 
a dangerous Example.——Nay it would 
be worſe than all this; it would be the 
baſeſt Ingratitude—Ingratitude to our 
beſt Friend. It would be worſe than In- 


gratitude; it would be Treaſon —Treaſon _ 


againſt the King of Heaven. It would 
be. worſe than Treaſon; it would be Sa- 


crilege ;——robbing God of the Honor 
due to his ſacred Majeſty, It would be 
worſe than Sacrilege; it would be Mock- 
ery, Preſumption, Prophaneneſs, Sacri« 
lege. al united - For God's Sake let 
us conſider, my Brethren, that our Buſi- 
neſs here is of a different Nature,—of 
the higheſt Moment,—as it relates to the 
Service and Glory of God, the-Eſtabliſh- 
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404 On Prayer in general, [Ser. XIV. 
ment and Preſervation of mutual Cha- 


rity, and the Salvation of our own Souls. 
If we wiſh to purſue theſe great De- 


ſtracted Thought to intrude. Let us diſ- 


Card all inordinate Affections, and ſordid 

| Views. And while the Mouth is utter - 
ing nothing but Honor, and Glory, and 
Worſhip, let the HEART correſpond . 
with it: That, being diſburthened of 
every ſenſual Incumbrance, it may a- 

ſcend, with all the Strength of an hea- 
venly Idea, to that Temple, , where our 


Saviour. Chari if is gone before: where They 


who no love and adore God with Sin- 
cerity, ſhall one Day ſce him as he is, and 
* and adore him in a more eminent 


deen N that for ever. 


"This Preceps i the beo may / alſo 


Ml 


ſigns, let us baniſh, all Unſeemlineſs of 
Behaviour from our Aſſembly, . and, if 
 pollible, not ſuffer. ſo much as an ab- 
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Ser. XIV.] On Prayer in general. 405 
very well be underſtood to exact from us 
a frequent Obſervance of private, as welt 
as public Devotion. In this ReſpeR, it 
is difficult to determine whether the ſo- 
cial, or the ſolitary Life is the more eli- 
gible. They are both confiſtent with, 
and equally neceſſary to complete, the 
Chriſtian Character. And therefore one 
cannot properly be recommended with- 
out the other. That fame celebrated and 
illuſtrious Saint, who was fo great, an. 


Advocate for united Prayer, and himfelf 


fo exemplary a Worſhipper in the Courts 
of the Lord's Houſe, was no Iefs zealous 
in urging the Duties of the clofet. 
* 2% Commune,” ſays he, with your own. 


« Heart, and in your Chamber, and be till? 


There it Mer the Sacrifice of Righteouſneſs: | 
* and put your Truft in the Lord. 8 The | 


fame Mouth which ſays, +*7 will give 
* * thee Thanks in the great Congregation 3 


'D F will 


id pla. i iv. 4 5 + Pla, xxxv. 10 


4⁰ On Prayer in general. [Ser. XIV. 
6s 1 will praiſe thee among much People,” 
alſo ventures to make this Appeal to the 
God of his Confidence; I Have I not 
« remembered thee in my Bed: and thought 
1 * upon thee when I was waking?” And in 
another Place he forms this truly lauda- 
ble, and pious Reſolution, (6 © In the 
« Evening, and Morning, and at Noon- 


& Day will 7 pray, and that e and 
&« * he 1 hear my Voice.“ 


1 20 alſo DIY the” oleh Practice of 
Daniel, that faithful Servant of the living 
God. Tho he had, the Honor of being : 
created chief Preſident over ſo large a 

Kingdom, and prime Miniſter to the 
7 greateſt Monarch in the World, yet no 

Care or Engagement could divert him 


from praying and making Supplication be- 
fore) his God, And though a firm and un- 
 akerable Decree Was eſtabliſhed, (the 


Sanction 
1 Pfa, Ixiil, 7. 5 Pla, lr. 18. 


a 


Ser. XIV. 1 On Pager in geural 407 
Sanction of the royal Mandate being ob- 


tained for that Purpoſe) that whoſoever 
ſhould offer a Petition to any God or Man 


(the King excepted) for tharty Days, 
ſhould be caf# into the Den of Lyons, yet 


even this could not deter him from his 
accuſtomed Duty. No Danger could 
eradicate this ſettled Habit; no Fear ſub- 
due this glorious principle Divine 
Grace had interwoven it with the hu- 
man Mind, For the ſacred Story in- 


forms us, that || * he kneeled upon his 
* Knees three Times a Day, and prayed, : 
& and gave Thanks. ah A0 Cod, as he 


« did aforetime.” 


But behold a greater than either the 
Palmiſt, or the Prophet, is here The 


Example of our bleſſed Lord is a ſanding 


Proof of the Neceſſity of religious Re- 
tirement. It is alone a ſufficient Recom- | 


D d 4 mendation 
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408 On Prayer in + general [Ser. XIV. 
mendation of ſo amiable, ſo divine a 
Practice. If the Temple and the Syna- 
gogue were daily honored with his 
Preſence, and bore Witneſs to the beſt 
Inſtruftians that ever proceeded from 
the Mouth of Man, . ſo, on the other 
Hand, we find him retiring from the 
Multitude, and indulging grateful Inter- 
courſe with his heavenly Father, —A 
Mountain, a Deſert, and a Garden did, 
the Son of God conſecrate by the ſo - 
lemn Exerciſes of F amine Meditation, 
and P rayer. 


7 


1 


Thus ſhould We, i in 5; 09 of thaſs 
holy Men, but chiefly from a pure Re- 
gard . to this. laſt· mentioged great Ex- 


emplar, this bright Model of all Good- 


neſs, and all Perfection, frequently re · 


tire from the buſy. World, to enjoy Com- 
munion with the God of gur Being. 
What an Honor, what a Privilege ſhould 


„3 
„ 


We 


| Ser. XIV.] On Prayer in general. 409 
ve eſteem this! Solitude, in this exalted 
Senſe, is indiſputably the maſt improv- 
ing Society. This ſurely is engaging the 
moſt delightful Correſpondence: this is 
cultivating the nobleſt Friendſhip; a 
Correſpondence that will not fail to en- 
liven every gloomy Interval, —a Friend- 
ſhip, without Treachery, and that will 
laſt for ever, We cannot, 1 truſt, be 
ſo ſtupidly, remiſs as to forego ſo high 
an Honor, nor ſo ungratefully impious 
as to neglect ſuch a ſolemn Duty, for 
any Engagement merely ſecular. Diver- 
ſion, Labor, Commerce, Learning itſelf, 
ſhould here: yield the Pre-eminence. — 
They ſhould be all ill, while we hold 
private Converſe with the Lord Jehovah; 
all give Way to this more material Bu- 
ſineſs, this far mare profitable Employ- 
ment. Pure, genuine Devotion indeed 
can never be unſeaſonable or impertinent. 
*. the 3 is cultivated- for 
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it, and it has taken Root in the Heart, it 
will naturally ſpring forth, tho' in the 
_ Midſtt of our ordinary Occupations. 


And in this Senſe it is becoming to offer 


our ſilent Prayers, both in Seaſon, and 
aut of Seaſon. Every pious Breathing 
will be heard, every inward Ejaculation 
accepted by the great Searcher of Hearts, 
"5 darted from the Shop, or from the: Field, 
| But what Jam here more particularly 
| recommending, is a frequent Retirement 
from the common Stage of Action, a Suſ- 
penſion of every other Duty, while we 
addreſs the Almighty in Secret. And is 
not this a very reaſonable, as well as re- 


quiſite Service? What can be more ſo, 


than for a poor, frail, dependent Creature, 

not only to embrace every public Op- 

portunity of Devotion, but privately to 
dedicate ſtated and periodical Seaſons, 


to honoring, worſhipping, and: adoring 
its omnipotent Creator, and moſt mer- 


* : g | Bb ciful | 
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ciful Benefattor ?!———Does not Reaſon 
alone, I ſay, inculcate the Propriety of 


this Doctrine? For how can we expect 


that God will crown our Undertakings 
with Succeſs ; how think to purſue them 


with Alacrity, or reap any ſolid Comfort 
from them in the Event; how, more 
eſpecially, hope to ſecure the Happineſs 


of our immortal Souls, without firſt hum- 
bly invoking his all-ſufficient Grace and 


Aſſiſtance? without endeavoring to en- 
gage his Bleſſing upon all our Labors and 
Deſigns, ſpiritual and temporal, by that . 
very Method which his own Son hath 
Hear how this gracious 


injoined ?- 
Counſellor both exhorts and encourages 
us, in the ſame Breath, to a Performance 


of this our nobleſt Duty! * * Af, and it 


fall be given you ; ſeek, and ye ſhall Jin; i 


* knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you,” — 


And again, in Words directly he 
to 


2 Mat. vii. To 


— 


—— 
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to my Purpoſe, + * When thou pr ayeſt, en- 
Se ter into thy Cloſet, and zonen thou h aft 


9 Nut thy Door, pray to thy Father which 
sis in Secret, and thy Father, which ſeeth 


in Secret, fhall reward thee openty.”— 
To fiyle this barely an equitable Com- 


mand, would be derogatory to the bleſſed 
Mouth that gave it. Say, can our loftieſt 


Ideas form a more exalted Honor, a more 


abſolute Benefit, a more tranſcendent 


Mercy, than to be permitted to approach 
the infinite and adorable God when- 
ever ve pleaſe; to correſpond with him 


freely, and without Interruption; and, 


by Virtue of his on moſt indulgent | 


- Promiſe, thro' a Mediator, claim a rea- 


modations, b all needful pin 
Ane _ 
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our Attendance in a Matter of Moment, 
relative either to his Service, or our Ad- 
vantage; how joy fully ſhould we receive 
the Summons! — With what Aſſiduity 
| ſhould we ſtrive to acquit ourſelves with 
Honor on ſuch an Occaſion And 
- ſhall the incomprehenſibly great and tre · 
mendous Majeſty of Heaven, the King 
of Kings, and Lord 107 Lords, the only Ruler 
of Princes, ſhall HE ſue for a Compliance 
with his Commands in - vain? Shall HE 
admoniſh, urge, intreat us to purſue | 
Meaſures directly tending to our un- 
ſpeakable Happineſs in a future and 
never-ending State; and ſhall we diſdain 
his Counſel, or flight his Promiſes?—ls 
it really becauſe we are very Buſy that 
we cannot wait upon God; or becauſe 
we are idle and indifferent in Matters 
which relate only to the Welfare of our 
Souls? Is it Wine and good Fellowſhip, — 
a little jovial Faſlime,. — or a continued | 
* Round 
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Round of formal Viſits, moſt complaiſantly 
received, and as punfually returned, to 


which we wi/ely poſtpone the Service we 
owe to God, and to our own Salvation? 
ET the trony - if you think it be- 
comes not this ſerious Subject, or this 


ſolemn Place. And permit me to 
— on- 5 en ws, while I oblerye, 


-Laftly, That this Kukditalion- to fray 


A. ceaſing, comprehends alſo a Heady 
. in this devout Practice. 


N f 5. 


As, in Mechanical Employments, Men 
are reputed to proſecute their reſpective 


Trades inceſſantly, tho the Work itſelf 


occaſionally ceaſes; ſo we may be pro- 


perly deemed to fulfil this Precept in 


the Text, when we maintain an habitual 


Inclination to it, and are punctual in the 
Obſervance of our Devotions, both pub- 
l and ner throughout the general 


Tenor 
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Tenor of our Lives. This is very ſigni: 1 
ficantly termed the Spirit of Prayer. | 
Though the actual Proſecution is often 
neceſſarily diſcontinued, yet the main 
Deſign is grounded in the Heart, and habi- 
tually perſiſted in with a firm Reſolutipn, 
and unwearied Diligence. 5 | 
n the flakes Belgien we are to un- 
derſtand ſeveral hyperbolical Expreſſions | [ 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, —Thus we are 


admoniſhed always to pray, and not to 
Faint; to continue inſtant in Prayer; to 

watch thereunto with al Perſeverance ; and 
to give Thanks always for all Things unto 4 
Cod. All which Phraſes; tho they cannot 
be ſuppoſed literally to injoin a conſtant 4 
and | unremitted Adherence to theſe |} 
Duties, yet /iguratzvely imply a regular, 
eee and chearful Attendance upon | 
them.— . * 1990 Lips, ſays the delighted 

Harmoniſt, 


T Pa, Ixxi. 21, 22. 


11 


— 


416 On Prayer in general. (Ser. XIV. 


Harmoniſt, * will be fain when 4 fing unto 


* Thee : And my Tongue all talk of thy 
* Righteouſneſs all the Day long.” And 
again; 4. long as 1 live will I magnify 
* thee on this Manner: and lift up my 
& Hands in thy Name.”——And again; 


F 4 Every Day will 1 give Thanks unto thee © 


* and praiſe thy Name for ever and ever.” 


"Theſe are noble Reſolutions; and fully 
expreſſive of the Duty I am recom- 
mending: viz. a hearty. and unalterable 


Perſeverance in Prayer. As this is mani- 
feſtly a diſtinguiſhed Part of our Reli- 


gion, ſo ſhould we reckon it one of the 


principal Employments of our Life. 
To hope that every light, curſory, luke 
warm Addreſs, offered as it were acci- 


dentally, or when we happen to be at 
Leiſure, and not otherwiſe engaged, will 

be wafted up to Heaven, and obtain its 
Erxand, would be, een F N | 


God 


* : 8 . 


| 1 Pfa, Ixiii. Jo. | ＋ Ph. exlv. 2. 
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God wants not the reluctant Labor of 
our Lips. He will not be treated with 


cant. 


in this ſuperficial Manner. He loves 


the chearful Petitioner, as well as Giver. 
He expects to be affiduouſly, as well as 


ſeriouſſy applied to; and admits no Rival 


in our Affections. We ſhould be both 
importunate and ardent Solicitors at the 
Throne of Grace. We ſhould never 
flee from this noble Conflict; never tire 
in this ſpiritual Engagement. It is not 
an Enemy, remember, that we have to 
No: it is our Patron; 

our Protector, our beſt Friend: It is our 
adorable and everlaſting God: It is our 


contend with: 


Redeemer in that God, and our Sanctifier 


in that Redeemer, THIS is a Friend wy 
0 compaſſionate to be ſolicited in vain, 


He will not, He cannot reſiſt the reiter- 
ated Attacks of an induſtrious Suppli- 


bold out long a cloſe and Pape: 


Omnipotence itſelf 5 88 not able to 


— — 
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tual Siege of fervent Prayer. Though he 
may refuſe an immediate Compliance 
with our Petitions, and for a While ſuf 
pend his Hat, yet let us not deſpond, go 
but continue pertinacious in our Suit: 
not daunted by any Repulſe; not impa - 
tient thro any Delay. For depend upon 
it, tho we are Sinners, T God hath not 
*« forgotten to be gracious; nor will he ſhut 
. uþ his loving Kindneſs in Diſpleaſure.” 
As He complains, by his Prophet, of 
being weary to bear the Sins of his Peo- 
ple, ſo, on the contrary, ſnould we en- 
deavor to weary him with our inceſſant 
Prayers. We | ſhould reſolutely perſiſt 
till our Addreſſes are received, and our 
Deſires accompliſhed. Our Devotion 
ſhould not break out into ſudden, ſhort, 
interrupted Flaſhes, which are no ſooner 
Ekindled than they expire; but continue 
burning with one ſteady and unclouded 
Light. We ſhould. go on fecking till we Tz 
3 | 5 
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can ind, and not deſiſt from knocking, 
till the Doors of Mercy are opened, —— 
Thus ſhould we vreſtle with the all - 
powerful God. We ſhould hold him 
and determine * not to let him go, except 
he Bleſs ub. And thus, by a Kind of ir- 
reſiſtible Importunity, ſhall we be able 
(if I dare uſe ſo bold a Figure) to ſubs 
due the King of all the Earth; to con- 
guer Him, who is abſolutely unconguera- 
able. Thus ſhall we be juſtly ſtyled 
valiant, as well as + violent Soldiers, and 
may be ſaid, in the Language of Scrip- 
ture, to take the 4 as Heaven 2 
Force. a 


The Text affords ſuch ample Room 
for Reflexion, and is of ſo intereſting, as 
well as extenſive a Nature, that, to con- 
fine it within the Limits of a ſingle Diſ- 
courſe, muſt either cramp the Subject, 
— 


® Vide Gen. xxxii, 26, + Vide Mat. xi. 12. 


B 


Son 


— 


re 


* 


yet more full 


ener, Glory, Ae. Amen. 
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God's Aſſiſtance, to expa- 
upon it ſome future 


there fore 
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SERMON XV. 


The neceſſary QUALIFICATIONS ol 
PRAYER; with its Advantages. 
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1 THESS, v. 17. 


"Pray WITHOUT, CEASING. . 


TN. a * Diſcourſe. From! theſe Words; 
I undertook to enlarge on Prayer in 


geperabt and ſhewed that it comprizes, 
in its moſt extenſive Signification, all 
the devotional Exerciſes of Petition, Con- 


Lelſion, Inter ceſſon, Praiſe, and Thankſ- 
8g twyngo ——T likewiſe :endeavored ; to ex- 


re s us now Oy 


\ 


ET What Qual TRIO are requiſite | 
1083 Ee 4. „ 


plain, what the Circumſtance” here an- 
nexed ( without ceafing ) doth figuratively 


414, 
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to an acceptable 3 of this 
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'F iQ, &s humble and unaffeed con- 
ſciouſneſs of our natural Depravity, is 
one of the moſt eſſential Characteriſtics 


of Prayer. Till we ba become perfectly = 


acquainted with the N alure of ourſelves, 
it will be impoſſible, \ with any Propriety, 
to addreſs i our Maker. Would it not be 
palpable Mockery to apply for Succor or 
Aſſiſtance, without firſſl confeſſing how 
much we want it? Or by what Argu- 
ment can we hope to obtain a Remedy, 
if we will not acknowledge that we la- 
bor under any Diſeaſe? But if we are 
once ſtruck with a deep Senſe of ounn 
on Unworthineſs and Inability, e 
then naturally, and not without evident 
Reaſon, have Recourſe to that Phy fician, 
Who alone can heal the Wounds of a vi- 
tiated Mind, as well as rectify an evil 


T  -_. 
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Habit of Body, And we have the un- 


deniable Security of his written Mord, 


that, upon this Condition, we ſhall find 
Relief. For, if we confe fs our Sins, — 
if we lament the wretched State of our 
Defilement and Pollution, and, With a 


EY 


truly penitential Sorrow, make Hur: "A p- 


% = ; 


8 unto the Lord Fea he i 15 ; faithful 


* and Juſt to forgive US our Sins, and 5 
* cleanſe us from all Unrightcouſneſs.”— 
4+ «© A broken and a a contrite Heart, 0 God, 


2111 7 


K. 
=; 


ny Wicked then we be to e 
in this divine Employment, that of 
 PRAY E R, the Soul ſhould be very 

ſenſibly affected with its infirm and pol- 
luted State. * ſhould abhor its own 
Impurity, at the ſame Time that it adores 
the unblemiſhed Holineſs of God. The 


O99 


„chm i. 9. + P. Ii. 27. 


we are calſurea, 07) Thi _ wilt not _ F 


moſt perlect and irreproachable among 


| us, 


—— OEw—_ 
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us, ſhould diſclaim, all arrogant Preten- 
Bons to Self-Merit, and, without Reluc- 
tance, adopt the Prophet s Confeſſion, 
+: 60 We are all as an unclean T, king. and all 
« our Righteouſneſſes are as filthy, Rags.“ 
When we thus clearly ſee our degene» 
rate, bot Condition; how far we have 
deviated from 1 that, native Redtitude, 
which adorned the firſt happy State in 
Paradiſe; and. feel, the Weight. of our _ 
preſent. Guilt; ml we are, then ready to 
] awake from, our carnal Lethargy ; z are 
convinced how much we owe to the 
Mercies of God in a Redeemer; and 
qualified to pray earneſtly, for Deliver- 
ance and. Reconciliation, , We no ſooner 
* 
perceive the dire Effects of. that. Venom 
which inſeſts the Heart of all human F 
Kind, than we labor inceſſantly - to ex- 
trad it. When we become Jenſs ble of the 
Danger that ; perhaps for ſeveral Years 


we | 


rs E 
„%% 
MES; 


| i 1 Iſa. iv. 6. Pp 
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we have been expoſed to, and recolle& 


that we have for ſo long a While been 
dallying upon the very Brink of Ruin, 


we then, if ever, riſe from the Delirium, 
and importunately ſue for the Benefits 
of redeeming Mercy, and co-operating 


Grace. A real Belief, an actual Percep- 
tion of the dreadful Riſque we have 
| been running, will ſurely hereafter make 


us concerned to avoid it. Conſcience 


muſt be ſtleeled indeed to repel the 
1 orce of Sell. Conviclion. When we find 
| ourſelves in the Storm, feel i its Severity, 


and perceive how, it threatens, abſolute 


Deſtrufion;; ſuch a Senſation, I would 
Imagine, muſt, be the leading Step to 
fervent, contrite Prayer: It will induce 


us to apply with eager Haſte to that 


Power who alone can * forgive us all 


that is paſt, afford a Shelter from the 
preſent impending Danger, and defend 
us in every future Period of our Being. 
Another 


3 —ů oo een 


5 Tirefſes would be peſt" ever gp TI 
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1 Another Qualification indifpenfibly re- 
tdifite toa due Perf6rmitnce of this great 


Duty of Prayer, is a BELIEVING 
HEART UL He that comet /n to Hod, 


favs s the Apbſtle, 1 muſt believe that' h tis, 
: e that” he 157 4 Rear 9 Wa: that 


„ diligently ſeek! him. When we 
approach the all- glorious Majeſty 'of 
Heaven, Bumble ourſelbes before him 
and alum ie the Honor of his Service, we | 
miſt lde convinced that ne is God; that 
he is a Power of infinite perfection And, 
will certaſmly reward all his faithful 
World ipperF i ſtitable Succeſs here, 
andeverlaſting Glory licteaſter.— Lute 00 


& & > i 


dermine this ſteady Conviction. And, 
Whatever Afflictions we actually labor un. 
der, or with whatever Difficulties 1 we are 


oj compaſſed, a1 it is e the p ofſibili ity 
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of a. Doubt that God is able ta extricate 
us whenever he pleaſes, ſo mould we 
entertain a full Perſuaſion that he is alſo 
inclined to do it. For + ** the Lord i is nigh 
e unto all them that call upon him: yea. all 
i fuck as call upon him faithfully. He will 
« fulfil the Defire of them that fear him: he 
oe alſo will hear their Cry and will helþ them? 
| It i is this omnipotent and merciful Deity, 
who is eminently ſtyled our Shield, our 
- Buckler, our Fortrejs.; the Horn a 2 of our 
Salvation, and our Refuge. And it is the 
ſame adorable Being who hath declared 
by an Authority, into which he hath 1 in- 
ſpired nothing but Truth and Holineſs, 
that he 7 er givet i to all Men liberally, who 
« 4ſt in FAITH,” and that & whatſe- 
*. ever. we ſhall aſk in Proper, PALINS. 
vue Aa recetue. 


wt oſt has as we pay our adoring 
de; 0. ao repo nic Homage 
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| Homage at the Footſtool of his exalted 
Majeſty, let us remember that we cannot 
preſent ourſelves as qualified for this 
high Honor and Privilege, without an 
unbiaſſed F aith. We muſt maintain an 


habitual Belief, that the Almighty God 
is the Author -of our Life, and every 
Bleſſing that we enjoy in it; that He is 
the divine Original of all that is amiable, 


grand, and good; the beneficent Donor 

of all that is truly pleaſant and profita- | 
ble; the Father of inexhauſtible Mercies, 

and the God of unſpeakable Conſola- 
tion, We muſt believe- alſo, that this 
| adorable and uncreated Being, has both 
| Ability and Will to comply with all our 
laudable Requeſts; and that He will not 


fail to lend his chearful Ear to the faith- 


ful and devout Supplicant; but will 


grant him his Heart's Deſire in every in- 


8 dividual Petition, as far as is conſiſtent 


| with the _ Rightcouſneſs | of an 


all. wife | 
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Alle God: to give, and geen for 
Man, as a ſinful and imperfe& Creature, 


to receive. And further we muſt be 
convinced, that God is the free and 
munificent © Giver of all ritual Gifts;® 
the perpetual Source of all ſubſtantial 
Good: that he is the Author of our 
Faith itſelf, and all the cœleſtial Graces 
that adorn the human Mind: that to Him 


we are indebted for all the Comforts and 
Inſtrudtions of his holy Word; and that 


he will fulfil all the gracious Promiſes 
contained therein. And herein particu- 
larly is it incumbent on us to believe 
that the bleſſed God, who hath endowed 
us with immortal Souls, and impreſſed 
upon them the Characters of his own 
Similitude, hath redeemed them from 


a State of Miſery, and rendered them 
capable of enjoying endleſs Glory and 
Happineſs, through the Mediation, Suffer- 
ld Death, and Interceſſion of his own 


RE Son: 


1 — 


Son; that by the ſhedding of his pre- 
cious Blood we. are empowered to ob- 
literate, Sins of che blackeſt Dye, and; 
upon our hearty Repentance, become as 
abſolutely re · inſtated in his Favor, as if 

we had never tranſgreſſed at all, —And 
finally, it is our Duty to believe in that 
Holy . Spirit, by whom only we can ob- L 


tain Acceſs unto the Father, and who him- 


LO ps . — Wd _ . «vg 8 * 
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ſelf graciouſly invites us to this ſpiritual 
Repaſt of Prayer; who condeſcends to 
indulge us with his own familiar Ac- 
quaintance, and lead us to the Honor 
and Enjoyment of that Friendſhip where - 
in the very Eſſence of all Honor and Joy 
conſiſts. To this ſame divine f Perſon, 
we are to aſcribe the Merit of our 
Prayers, and all our religious Services. 
We are to acknowledge with becoming 
Gratitude, that it is He who lightens 

our intellectual Darkneſs, ſlrengthens 

our Infirmities, and enables us to ſub- 
„„ due 
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due the formidable Enemies of our own 


 Houjhold: in Sum; that it is He who 
guards us from all Manner of Sin, who 


inſpires us with every pious Wiſh, and 
who dictates and aſſiſts us in the Perfor- 
mance of every virtuous Word and Act. 


Another Qualification, which is abſo- 

lutely neceſſary for the Supplicant to be 
poſſeſſed of, is a ſincere Attention of Mind. 
The HEART is ſo far from being ex · 


cluded from a Participation in the Duty 


which I am enforcing, that it claims the 
principal and moſt eſſential Part of it. 
The flexible Knee, and even the ex- 
preſſive Lip, are more excuſable than 
This. ' For with the Mouth Confeſſion only 


ig made unto Salvation; but it is with the 
Heart that we muſt believe unto righteouj- 
neſs, THIS toan all-knowing God is 


the nobleſt Inſtrument of Communica- 


t10n,—lt ſhould be the ever-faithful 2 


1405 3 Dictator 
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434 The Qualifications \ | [Ser. XV. 


Dictator to the Tongue, as well as our 


W ords the perfect Image of Our real 
Sentiments.— For whatever our Words 
may be, it is the Rectitude and Sincerity 


of the Heart alone that can engage the 


Attention of the Almighty.— Words 


__ K 


themſelves are nothing but the mere 


ſucceed at the Throne of Grace; never 


bring down a Bleſſing from thoſe Man- 
ſions where nothing but Purity and Sin- 
cerity will be accepted, unleſs they 


aſcend thither with the genuine Language 


of the Heart. If they want this Founda- 
tion, they are worſe than tranſient Sounds 


that might die away and be forgot; they 
are hypocritical Speeches that are re- 
corded with indelible Infamy, and will 


be produced againſt the Sy cophant at the 


gat Day 4 Accounts. 


Let us ;[therefors Acily « examine our- 
1 85 (elves 
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ſelves whether we are poſſeſſed of that 
true Spirit of Devotion which is ſeated 
in the Heart and no where elſe? Whe- 
ther we are really affected with ſuch an 
ardent Love of the Goodneſs of God, 
that, when we pray with the Mouth, our 
Hearts celebrate and adore him in a 
Tilent Language, ſuperior to that of 
Words, and feel ſuch Extaſies of ſolid 
Joy, as are—only to be felt, but not de- 
ſcribed? And if we find ourſelves de- 
ficient in this great Point, let us make it 
a principal Subject in our Prayers to beg 
of God to give us Grace to pray with 
Sincerity; to enable us to prevent all 
diſtracted Thoughts from intruding into 
ſo ſolemn a Service; and utterly to ſe- 
clude all worldly Cares and Anxieties. 


0 : 
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= | hen will the Almighty hear our 


Prayers, and accept our Offerings. This 

fixed, ſleady Attention, this true, undiſ- 

n Feryor of the Soul, will pre- 
I. yall 
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__ yall more with the omniſcient God, 
% unto whom all Hearts are open, and 
all ſecret Breathings known, than the 
moſt labored - Compoſition, than the 
moſt nervous Language, than the moſt 
. 6 of the de. 


| There is yet hs n very 
requiſite to adorn the Character of the 
ſincere Worſhipper: I mean a RESO- 
| LUTION. to exert our own Endeavors 
in obtaining thoſe Bleſſings which we are 
at the ſame Time intreating Heaven to 
beſtow . What can be more reaſon- 
able than this? What more fit and be- 
coming than to employ our Abilities in 
our own Favor? We muſt be indolent 
indeed, if we fit ſtill and inactive, when 

it is our Duty to labor in promoting | 
our own Advantage. How can we hope 
for the ſupernatural Aid of the Holy Spi- 
rit of God, without making a right Uſe 


of 
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of thoſe natural Means with which that 


God has bleſſed us? Or what leſs can 
we deem it than open Mockery to ſo- 


licit for Benefits which we ourſelves uſe 


no Endeavors to procure? Our gra- 
cious Lord indeed promiſes, that if we 


af we ſhall receive; —an Aſſurance for 


which we can never render equal 
| Thanks Kriel Praiſe p But are we for this 


Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that every ſlight, ac- 
cidental Petition, will unexceptionably 


Tucceed, without the Exertion of our 


own Strength? without'the Concurrence 
of thoſe Faculties which are given us 
on Purpoſe to be employed in every lau- 


dable Ack as well as Mord? This would 
be harboring an idle, a ridiculous, a pro- 


phane Notion. For Inſtance, what can 


be more ſo than to deprecate Almighty 
Vengeance on Account of any Sin that 
we have been guilty of, and are fill | 
beſet with, if on our Part, we make not 


# 


Ff 3 the 


64 


438 _ Qualifications [ Ser. XV. 


the leaſt Effort to ſubdue it? And with 


what Color of Reaſon or Conſcience can 
we implore the Direction and Aſſiſtance 
of heavenly Grace, to guard us from 
being enſnared in Vice, and to forward 
us in the Paths of Virtue, when we ſuſ- 
pend our on Caution, and purſue ſuch 
Meaſures as naturally excite wicked 
Temptations, and in which Piety can 
have no Concern? Surely this is acting 


in a Manner both contrary to our own 


Reaſon, and utterly inconſiſtent with the 


divine Counſels. 


Since then we can form no reaſonable 
Expectation of the Efficacy of Prayer 
itſelf, unaccompanied with a Reſolution 

of being inſtrumental, according to our 
Abilities, in gaining thoſe Bleſlings we 
petition for, let us rouze from a Spirit of 
Indolence and Supineneſs, into Vigor 
and Activity. And whenever we ſolicit 


— 


the 
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the Aſſiſtance of Grace, let us heartily 
reſolve at the ſame Time to co-operate 
with it. Let us make ſteady Purpoſes 
to withſtand every Oppolition that may 
occur, and bid Defiance to every Danger 
that would obſtruct us in the Road to 
Virtue. Let us not only pray for Mer- 
cies, but alſo labor aſſiduouſly to ſecure 
them. Let us chearfully employ thoſe 
Powers, and endeavor to act up to the 
Strength of thoſe Faculties which the 
Goodneſs of our Creator hath beſtowed 


upon us, All the Power and Strength 


that we are poſſeſſed of, (be it ever grate- 
fully remembered!) we derive ſolely 
from: God; but let it not be forgot, that 
the Neglect of a proper Application of 
them, will be imputed only to ourſelves, 
For we may be aſſured, that whoever is 
not a Doer of the Will of God, as well as 
a Morſſipper, ſhall never be bleſſed in his 
Ded. This en; 5 enn is vin. 


— . . — ————— 
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Let us therefore pray always with all 


n 


e * 
6 


* Supplication,” that being ſtrengthened with, 
% all Might according to the glorious Power 
* of CMriſt Jeſus, ve may be enabled to work 
« together with Him, and aer our _ 
E * Election W Bir. 
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55 The 8 Benefits: chat accrue 1 
a frequent and ſincere Communion with 
0 In * IT 0 I now intend. 20 


; 


ae aid L A ST LY * to confder;” 


6113136. ©! 


Ve who 8 ee enjoy 1 wail 
* le Treaſure you are poſſeſſed of,— 
I mean the Treaſure contained in that 


cannot be ignorant of the mighty In- 


uence of Prayer. That bleſſed Book 


of God not only abounds with the moſt 


engaging Promiſes annexed to this Duty, 
"ou alſo” particularizes many actual Per- 


Formances 


* 


a) \ 
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Formances of its amazing Power. —It was 
Mis that * arreſted the Sun in his Career; 


and both ſhut and opened the Win- 


dows of Heaven. It was This, that by 


the Mandate of that omnipotent Being 
which inſpired it, I extinguiſhed the Fire 
that was kindled at Taberah, and '( ex- 


tracted the Venom of the fiery Serpents, 


By Dint of Prayer have Thouſands been 
diſcomfited, and ten Thouſands nn 
from the very Jaws of Deſtruction. 


Why ſhould I mention Inſtances to Thoſe 


who are already acquainted with them? 
need not inform you how, by the 
% King of ' Judah 
ſubdued a numerous Army of the Ethi- 


Force of Prayer, +9 


opians; and how by This + Hezekiah the 


King, and Iſaiah the Prophet, brought 
. nen 1 movie RAVE, who! cut "it 


with 
@ Joſh. x. 12, 13. Jam. v. 17,18, 1 Vide Num. xi. 2, 3. 
5 Vide Num. xxi. 7, 8, 9. $ - Vide » Chron, xiv. 125 1% 13. 


I + Videz Chron, xxxii, 20, 21. 
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bitter Enemies, Hunger and Thirſt, by 
_ cauſing 6 Bread to deſcend in the Dew 
of Heaven, and * Water to guſh out of 


% 
1 
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with Infamy | to his own Land. Nor 
need 1 particularly relate what Numbers 
the ſame impenetrable Shield has de- 
fended in the moſt imminent Dangers: 
how it has repelled the + Flames of a 
Furnace; and cloſed up the f Mouths of 
Lions, how it has put to Flight thoſe 


the flinty Rock: —nay, how- it has both 
+ prolonged, and actually IN rejlored. Life 
itſelf. But let it ſuffice. to conſider at 
— how greatly r. — * 


our own ne Intereſt. 


The Time cb 90 Ys a I here 
10 enumerate. al! the tem temporal Bleſſings 


— — — r 


which this ſacred. Correſpondence /i is in- 
ſtrumental in procuring . as ent 


hu” Vide Dan. 7 t Vide ; wy cap. vi. 7 & Vide Ex. cap, xyi, 
's Vide Exod. cap. xvii. + Iſa, XXXVUI1, 5. 2 1 Kings xvii. 21 22. 
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of Body, and, that ſtill more valuable 


Gem, Peace of Mind; Succeſs in our dif- 
ferent Engagements, Relief under Pains 
and Diſtreſſes, Friends, and all the Com- 
forts, Conveniences, and neceſſary Ac- 
commodations of the preſent State. I 


will therefore paſs over thoſe inferior 


Bleſſings, precious'as they are, and con- 


fine myſelf to thoſe of the ſpiritual Kind: 


The principal, and moſt comprehenſive of 
which are PARDON and GRACE. 


With Reſpect to the former of theſe, 
the following Paſſage, which you have 


in one of the Books of Chronicles, not dic- 
tated only, but uttered by the Mouth af. 


God himſelf, deſerves greatly. to be ad- 
mired. _* © And the Lord appeared to So- 
4 lomon by Night, and ſaid unto him, I haue 
* heard thy Prayer, and have choſen, this 
** Place to myſelf for an Houſe of Sacrifice, 


1 „ 
Ut 2 5 


2 Chron, vii. 12, 13: 14 
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% tut up Heaven that there be no Rain, 
or 4 command the Locuſts to devour the 
Land, of if 1 ſend Peſtilence among my 
People: if my People, which are called by 
«© my" Name, ſhall humble themſelves and 

pray, and ſeet my Face, and turn from 
1 therr wicked Ways; then will I hear from 
* Heaven, and will forgive” their Sin, and 
* will heal their Land. A merciful 
Promiſe this! And though it was directed 
particularly to Solomon, in Anſwer to his 
remarkable Prayer, at the Conſecration 
of the Temple, yet it relates unexcep- 
tionably to all Mankind. And it clearly 
implies, that the Supplicant, who! is ſin- 
cere in his Petitions, (which he cannot 
be without reſolving to turn from his 
wicked Ways) ſhall not only obtain Re- 
miſſion of his Sins, but a Cure for the Ma- 
ladies of his wounded Heart. It ſhall 


; be healed by the Undtion of that bleſſed 
BD 


Spirit, 
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Spirit, which will likewiſe ſuſtain ham 
under all his Troubles. 


Deſpair not then, ye contrite and re- 


turning Sinners! For, if ye pray with 


Ardor and Humiliation, God has pro- 


miſed to hear you from Heaven, and 
forgive your Sins. - What a tranſcendent 
Honor, what an immortal Privilege ſnould 
you eſteem this! Is it not honorable, be- 
yond Expreſſion, to obtain Audience of 
the mighty Potentate of all Heaven and 
Earth, whenever you pleaſe? And can 
there poſſibly be a greater Privilege than 
to have thoſe Sins, which would other- 


wiſe involve you in irretrievable and 


.. everlaſting Ruin, (upon the very Terms 


of your embracing this Honor). cancelled 
and forgave ?——Reſolve therefore with 
Sincerity and Delight to perform the 


Duty, and, you may depend upon it, 
you ſhall enjoy the beneficial Conſe- 


quences, 


© 2m. - 
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quences, of Prayer. Conſider what En- 
couragement you have to pray, when 
God ſays * I will hear you:“ Conſider 
What inexpreſſible Encouragement even 
the moſt atrocious Sinners have to pray, 


and that without ceaſing, when the ſame 


merciful Being further promiſes, and 
ſays, © I will forgive your Sins.”——Da 
be perſuaded to prove the happy E xperi- 
ment, —Melt down, ye ſteeled Hearts! 
Ye inflexible Knees, be taught to bend! 
Bend before the great Immanuel]! For with 
Him you ſhall find Mercy, and with the 


Lord Jehovah Pardon and Support. 


Let us now further conſider Prayer 
as the neceſſary Channel thro' which are 
conveyed to us freſh and conſtant Sup- 
plies of Grace. Under this benign In- 
fluence, (which ever freely deſcends. 
upon it) we ſhall not only prove it to be 
the chief Inſtrument in procuring For- 
. giveneſs 


giveneſs for what is paſt, but our grand 


Security ſor the future. It is in this 
Senſe, the Chriflian's impregnable For- 


treſs. It is the great Bulwark of the 


Soul, where with to repel the moſt vio- 
lent Attacks of the Enemy. It is This 
that will guard us from all ſordid De- 


fires, irregular Affections, and wicked 
Practices. Nay, more than this; Prayer 
will not only be our Protector, but Aſ- 

ſiſtant: It will not barely defend us from 
the Commiſſion of Vice, but direct and 
forward us in the Paths of Virtue, — in 
thoſe Paths which are always trod with 


Pleaſure, and are ſure to terminate in 


Peace. It is certainly the moſt heavenly 


Employment upon Earth. For it is by 
This that we contract a Familiarity, and 
maintain a Friendſhip with that eternal 
Spirit, whoſe Aſſiſtance is promiſed to 
them that aſk : By This therefore we are 
enabled not only to ſubdue our perverſe 


Wills, 
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Wills, to reſtrain our headſtrong Paſſions, 


and to reſiſt almoſt. irreſiſtible Tempta- 
tions, but alſo to live in a pleaſing, uni- 


form Obedience to the Commands of our 


0 bleſſed Lord. To ſay all at e when 
ES wwe conſider Prayer AS the conditional 


Security of God's Grace, we may well 
venture to pronounce that all true Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Hope, all human and di- 
vine Love, all ſpiritual Joy and Peace, all 
real Conſolation and Support, proceed 
from this ſacred Source, 

This i is a | Subſea which it 1s ne im- 
ie to exhauſt, Let us however 
endeavor to make a n Application 
of thoſe Obſervations (deficient as they 
are) which 1 have taken Occaſion to in- 
fer from it.———To this Purpoſe, let us 


Pray inceſſantly, i in that copious Latitude 


of the Phraſe, as it was explained in the 
JT: Diſcourſe. Let us loſe no Op- 


portunity 


portunity of practiſing the ſeveral Du- 
ties of public Devotion in the Courts of the 
Lord's Houſe; Let no Engagement, but 


actual Neceſſity, divert us from wor- 


ſhipping Him in this Holy Temple. 
Never let us behold the Gates of bur 


Feruſalem ſtanding wide open, While we 
refuſe to enter in. But much rather let 


us rejoice i in this Chriſtian Privilege, and 


pour out our Souls before their Maker, 
in a moſt grateful Reflexion on all his 
Mercies. Let us alſo embrace every 


neceſſary Duties) of de voting ourſelves 
to private Prayer. Often, very often, let 
us take a chearful Leave of the buſy 
World; retire from its Vanities; and con. 
verſe with its adorable F oundet.” Let 
us particulatlymake the Outgoings of the 
Morning and Evening to adore Him. 
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convenient Seaſon (abſtracted from other 


* 
— —— 
— 


r 
"ihe. , 


#5: 


How ſeaſonable is it, every rake, — 
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and the 4 unfatigued with Labor, 
when the Spirits are happily recruited, 
ll | and the Faculties have received freſh 
=  Vigor from the balmy Night—how ſea- 
Mm | ſonable is it then to dedicate to HIM the 
firſt-Fruits of our diurnal Services! how 
Natural to expreſs the higheſt Returns: of 
Wo Gratitude we can to the gracious Pre- 
ſerver of our Life, the liberal Beſtower 
and Reſtorer of all its Comforts ! how be- 
coming to. implore his all- ſufficient Di- 
rection in the Purſuit, and his Aid in the 
Performance of our reſpective Employ- 
ments! And how neceſſary to crave his 
almighty Protection from all the Perils; 
Calamities, and Temptations of a wicked 
World! Every Night alſo it is. requiſite 
that we ſhould cloſe our Buſineſs, and 
bury all our anxious Cares, in ſilent, but 
ſincere Devotion. We ſhould then not 
_ only bleſs. the holy Name of God for 
protecting us from the manifold Dangers, 
and the mor n umerous Sins to which 
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we ſtand every Moment expoſed;' and 


implore his Pardon both for all Omiſſions 
und Tranſgreſſions of our Duty, but like. 


wiſe pray that he would guard our re- 


freſhing Slumbers, watch over us in that 
State of Oblivion and Inſenſibility, (chat 
Interregnum of Man's Reaſon) and enable 
us to riſe again in Health, and praiſe him. 


And finally, my Brethren, if we hope ä 
to ſueceed in our Prayers, let our Minds 


and Affections be united with them. 


Let us endeavor to poſſeſs ourſelves of 


every Qualification requiſite for ſo holy an 
Employment. Let a becoming Senſe of our 
own Unworthineſs, — Faith. Sincerity, and 


Reſolution, combine together. Never let 
us preſume to affront that good and glo- 


rious Being, whoſe Favor we petition 


for, by any wicked Action. But let us 
take eſpecial Care to make our Conduct 
in general | carreſpond with our oral 
True Religion, let us re- 
Gg 2 member, 


Devotions.- a 
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member, doesfnot . in Theory; but in 


Words, is but to ofer the Sacrifice of Fools, 
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Practice; not in Shadow; but in Subſtance; 
ro repeat a mere, ſpiritleſs Form of 


Which will be turned into Sin, — But 


When. our Prayers are animated by 


heavenly Love, Zeal, Gratitude, Truſt, 
and an ardent Deſire of pleaſing Gods 
when, for His Sake, we ſacrifice our 
Liſts; mortify our unruly Members, and 
abandon our darling Sins; when we pour 
out the free Libation of our Hearts, as 
well as Lips ; and pay him the daily Tri- 
Þute of our Obedience, then it is that we 


burn the pureſt Incenſe unto the Lord, 


and preſent a far more grateful Offering 
than thouſands of Rams, or ten thouſands 


"of Rivers of Oil. This will be at once 
Producing the richeſt Fruits of Prayer, 
and reaping” its beſt Advantages. 
Hereby we ſhall engage the Favor of 
that holy Being, who will conduct us 

1 thro all the rugged — of Liſe; 


2 8 _. who 
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who will guard, comfort, and ſupport us 
amidſt its various Pleaſures, Pains, and 
Diſappointments: And, as ſoon as that 
haſtening Period arrives, when both our 
Sufferings and Enjoyments in this lower 
World ſhall c-aſe, and every earthly 
Scene ſhall be cloſed for ever, we ſhall _ 
be tranſlated into that World of Spirits, 


| Where the Conſolations we have received 


by Faith only, from our imperfe& De- 
votions here, ſhall be converted into an 
Aſſurance of immortal Bliſs, from know- 
ing, enjoying, and adoring our God in 
full Perfection hereafter, 


May that God give us all Grace to 
purſue, and Power to obtain, this in- 
eſtimable Happineſs, thro' the Merits of 
his Son Jeſus: Chriſt, our Saviour To 
whom, with the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed 
all Honor, Glory, and Praiſe, &c. Amen. 
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The diſtinguiſhed Pleaſure and Hap- 
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Prov. iii. 17. 


Her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
her Paths are Peace, 
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T7 he diſtinguiſhed Pleaſure and Hetpineſof 
2 Religions, 8 


i 1976 r o v. ili. 17. 
Her Wars ARE Ways or PrzasAur- 


NESS, 4 AND ALL HERPATHS ARE Pracx. 


- ING: Gas is e no leſs * 
* > gantly than ju ily. - animadverting 
on the Praiſes of WIS DOM. At the 
thirteenth Verſe of this Chapter, he be- 
gins his Encomium. Happy is the Man 
© that findeth Miſdom, and the Man that 
« getteth Underſtanding. Tor the Mer» 
te chandiſe of it is better than the Merchan- 


% diſe of Silver, and the Gain thereof than 
Ng Ane Gold. She is mo re hrecious tan Ru- 
t bies : and all the Things thou canſt deſire, 
q are not to be compared unto her. Length 


as 66 of 
enn — 


— 
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« of Days is in her - right Hand; and in her 


1 eft Hand Riches and Honor. Her Ways 


are Ways of Pleaſanineſr, « ang all her 
<> * Paths are Peace," 


ee eee withiewres ſo amiable 
a Character as this of Wiſdom, and, from 
N fond Sel{-Partiality, vainly fancy our- 
ſelves poſſeſſed of it when we have not 
a proper Claim, I think it neceſſary to 
_ obſerve, that it is not attainable by in- 
veſtigating the various Tracks of Science, 
tho never ſo extenſive: it does not con- 
iſt in nice Speculations, or curious Re- 
ſearches after human Knowledge; but 
in admiring, praiſing, and adoring its 
on eternal Fountain, To be endowed 
with Wiſdom, is to “ * underſtand tie 
Kar of the Lord, and find the Knowledge | 
. God! It is to be endowed with So- 
vg, er Godlinefs: It is to poſſeſs 


2 Mine i 


able Treaſure; — ſuch as, a becoming 
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a Mine which contains the moſt invalu- 


Reverence of God's holy Name and Au- 
thority; an awful and affectionate Regard 
for his Honor and Service; and an un- 
4 biaſſed Obedience to his Commands. 
Briefly, it implies an inflexible Hatred | 
to every Degree of Vice, anda regular 
| Adherence to all the Duties of RE LIT. 
ION. Els is that Wiſdom, A 
which, in the beautiful Language of Job, 
| + * cannot be gotten for Gold, neither ſhalt 
1 Silver be weighed for the Price thereof. 
« Jt cannot be valued with the Gold of Ophir, 
d with the precious Onyx, or the Sapphire. 
4 The Gold and the Cryſtal cannot equal it; 


r ns. — 


„ and the Exchange of it ſhall not be for 


«© Jewels of fine Gold. No Mention all 
* be made of Coral, or of Pearls, for the 
% Price of Wiſdom is above Rubies —— 
„. Wan W Y mp Hall not equal it, 
ah Ws neither. 


+ Job xxviii. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. 
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_ ** neither ſhall it be valued with pure Id. 
THIS is that true Wiſdom which Solo- 
mon likewiſe ſo copiouſly praiſes, and ſo 
fervently recommends. By which we! 
ſhall not underſtand only, but purſue 
þ * Righteouſneſs, and 3 and 
. — tin ng nee e | 111 


4 - % . %. 8 >. * 
* # % 4 7 


my * 


2 mn then to . a en 
nymous Conſtruction with Religion, t the 
Senſe of the Text is obvious, and can 
want no Explication. It is clearly this; 
that a religious Courſe of Life is abun- 
duantly pleaſant in the Purſuit, and wilt 
_ infallibly terminate in true Peace and 
Happinefs. To prove and illuſtrate the 
Reaſonableneſs of which Propoſition, is 
the Def 'gn of as eg um by 


n Fo 1 3 1 I | FEY 


> * 
4 * * 


TIC 15a « peculivr Privilege kicks Ren 
lion enjoys, and, ſuch as renders the 


n 


ü --: ..-:. [Candy 
=o 07.455 4} Prod tiogy e 
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Condition of her Votaries infinitely pre · 
ferable to that of all others, that ſhe alone 

can raiſe her Ideas above the vaniſhing 
Scenes of this lower World, and at once 


contemplate and converſe with the great 


Creator of it. If it is allowed that 


Reaſon and Philoſophy, whoſe higheſt 


Attainments conſiſt in ſcanning the Works 
of Nature only, have Charms ſufficient 
to attract their Admirers, and recom- 
pence the Duties they recommend, what 


a far nobler and more intereſting Pleaſure 
muſt it be, to break thro every inter- 


cepting Cloud, and by Faith behold the 
60 D of Nature, with all his glorious At- 
tributes. Attributes ſuch as are ſcarce 


more amiable in themſelves, than bene- 


icial to Mankind !—How | awf ul | indeed, 


but yet how pleaſing a Reflexion is it to 
meditate on that Omnipotent Wiſdom which | 


created all Things out of utter Darkneſs: 
which both gave them their Exiſtence, 


* 


and 


e 


zs it to believe that the bleſſed God, the 
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uſeful Variety of Forms: which arrayed | 
the glowing Firmament with all its roll- 
ing Wonders; and repleniſhed the Earth 
with its numberleſs Inhabitants What 
an inexpreſſibly pleaſing Reverence is 
"likewiſe excited in the religious Breaſt, 
by reflecting on the Omnipreſence of the 
dread Jehovah! How truly comfortable 


ſame infinite and divine Being who cre« 
ated, alſo pervades, actuates, and ſup» 
ports the whole Univerſe! that this al- 
mighty Father is continually preſent with 
every one of his Children; defends, com- 
forts, ſtrengthens, and aſſiſts us; attends 
us at our going out and coming in; en- 
compaſſes our Path and our Bed, and is 
acquainted with all our Mays. And 
how yet more delightful is it to turn our 
Coritemplations to the unbounded Good- 
1 _" of God ! * ho is e that is not loſt 
in 


and moulded them into a beauteous und 
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1 in Admiration, or can help being tranſ- 

ported into the higheſt Extacies of Joy, 
when he reflects on this adorable Attri- 
bute of the Deity, as it is ſo conſpicu- 
ouſly diſplayed in the Operations of 
PROVIDENCE and of GRACE? Provi- | 
dence, ſo profuſe in its Liberality, and 
Grace, ſo perfectly ſufficient for our Hap- 
pineſs A ſtupid Pagan perhaps may 
| trample on theſe precious Pearls ; an Ept- 
curean may fink them in Voluptuouſneſs; 
or a Stock may gaze on them with un- 
meaning Wonder: but muſt a real 
Chriſtian be joined to ſuch a Catalogue? 
Can He hold them at ſo cheap a Rate ?— 
No: they are * dearer unto Him than | 
* thouſands of Gold and Silver. He 
eſteems them as his richeſt Inheritance. 
His“ Lips are fain'” when he ſpeaks of 


1 them; . any while he both bebolde and 


enjoys 
FP OW hen. 72. F 
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enjoys them, his enraptured Heart cles 
wy . * and ey": og 


a 


N us now * 8 . pe- 
8 Religion contributes to the real 
Pleaſure of Life, by regulating the de- 
praved Mind, and ain its nn 
Aſſections. 


. 


| The s * if A L 3 Lives are 
WN in a fatal Round of Luxury 
and Licentiouſneſs, have ever the Mis- 
ſortune of blaſting their own Deſigns. 
For tho they are generally engaged in 
an anxious Purſuit of Pleaſures, yet in 
Reality they find none to enjoy. Their 
Thirſt after them, _ tho! ſeemingly inſa- 
tiable; is ſoon ſatisfied ; the Appetite, by 
Indulgence, palls and Ianguiſhes away; 
Poſſeſſion mocks the diſappointed Idea; 
and the certain Concluſion is Vanity and 115 
Vexation of Spirit, —— But Religion, which 
wilely 


| 
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wiſely reſtrains our 1mpetuous Luſls, 
and utterly diſavows all ſordid and un- 
manly Gratifications, (thoſe baneful Ap- 
pearances of miſtaken Pleaſure) ſupplies 
the Mind with a perpetual Fund of Hap- 
pineſs. She teaches us how to conſine 

aur AﬀeRions and Averſions, Hopes and 
Fears, Joys and Sorrows, ' within the 
Limits of Reaſon; and is the beſt Secu- 
5 rity againſt all thoſe reſtleſs and corrod - 

ing Anxieties, which are inſeperable 
from Vice. Tis ſhe inſtructs us in that 
pleaſing, and no leſs beneficial Employ- 
ment of refining our polluted Nature, 
and healing thoſe dangerous Wounds 
that we received from the Fall. And 
tis ſhe alone that not only guards us 
from all ſinful Temptations, and breaks 
off our Attachment to the deſtructive, 
ſhort-lived Pleaſures of Senſe, (Pleaſures 
that are loſt in the tumultuous Raviſh- 
ment bon a Moment) but alſo fits us for 
20 + h the 
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the Enjoyment of ſuch as are W 
rational, divine, 


Indeed the very Nature of Religion” 


proclaims her own ſuperior Excel- 
lence, What an agreeable and lovely 


Train of Virtues are her conſtant Attens 


dants! Such are Temperance, M eekneſs, 


Patience, and Charity. "Theſe are ſome 
of the | moſt laudable Kind, and in- 
diſſolubly connected with her. Ho 


calm and tranquil muſt be the Mind that 


is influenced by Theſe! How ſerene 


and undiſturbed the Breaſt that They 
inhabit! Is it not a Paradiſe in itſelf? 


a Paradiſe which no Storm can ruffle, 


no melancholy Gloom invade ?——Yes; 
the Man of ſound Principles (ſuch as 


Religion only can inſpire) who main- 
tains a proper Government over himſelf, 
and keeps the- Balance of his Affections 
deady and | ovens: enjoys that ſedate and 
fold | 


oy, 
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ſolid Happineſs which nothing can rob 

him of. His Pleaſures flow all from 
within ; a pure and placid Stream, not 
to be interrupted either by the Perfidi- 
ouſneſs of Men, or the Caprice of For- 
tune. He has no Need to ſeek abroad 

for Enjoyment, for he always carries it 
in his own Boſom.—He enjoys the real 


Poſſeſſion of Himſelf, —He has an approv- 


ing Mind that diſdains all foreign Amule- 


ments: — that wants no borrowed Aid :- 


that has Pleaſures of its own! which never 
exiſted in an oppoſite Character; — 
Pleaſures that, unlike all others, cannot, 
by being gratiſied, ſatiate or loſe their : 
Reliſh: ;—Nay, they are heightened by 


every Repetition, and grow ſtronger, 


—_ W d ſtill with wand thiog 975 


But fatthet: ” Fi is e va 10 FH 


obſerved, that Religion is yet more emi- 
r productive of, true Pleaſure and 


. 
4 


mas - Happineſs | 
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Happineſs, as it comprehends a ſincere 
-PIETY, and chearful OBEDIENCE to 


0 RO 
” 


| Almighty God. THESE are W: iſdon's 


- beſt and nobleſt Companions thro' every 
Stage of Life: a Life,  (tho' in itſelf ſhort 
and precarious) the Joys of which are 
rendered ſubſtantial, and its Fruits per- 
manent by Theſe. They augment all its 
- Pleaſures, and ſooth all its Pains. They 
give the ſweeteſt Reliſh to Proſperity, 
and, like faithful Friends, forſake us not, 
but cleave the more cloſely to us vr _ 
Day of e . 


11 this 5 is any fach 1 as Happineſs 


: to be poſſeſſed on Earth, it ſurely belongs 
to Thoſe Perſons who are rich in God- 
lineſs, and fruitful in good Works: 
Who devote themſelves, in all the va- 
rious Acts of Holineſs and Obedience, 
1 their adorable Maker, and live under 
3 an habitual Senſe of his paternal Love. 


Theſe 
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=—Theſe are the happy People, and real, 
Heart- felt Pleaſure is all their own; for 
They ade the Lord for their God.“ 
By Niem the gladſome Hours are ef- 
ſentially enjoyed. Time never becomes 


burthenſome or tedious; but, being prin- 


cipally engaged in the Purſuit of Virtue, 


and dedicated to the Service of the 


Lord, revolves i in one conſtant Round 


| . 
18 2 
13 


abs may 1 be e ene to : 
e how truly pleaſant, tho per- 


haps unenvied a Practice it is (and ſuch 
as is peculiar to Men of this Character) 
to diſcourage the Folly of common Viff 7A 
and ſhun the Impertinencies of vain con- 
ver ſation, that they may be at Leiſure to 
entertain more exalted Ideas, and attend 
to a Set of nobler Employments! It is 
Mar G to Pave that the Sweets 
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of Self-Communion,' are incomparably 
- preferable to all the fantaſtic Gaieties of 
Life, or the flimſy Amuſement” of idle 


Tales 


Solitude has Charms for "Them 


- which the jovial Companion knows no- 
thing of: fuch as he can neither reliſh, 
nor conceive. This is a Place of Refuge 
and Improvement too. It is a Refuge 
from that buſy Swarm of Temptations, 
which continually infeſt - the public 
Theatre of the World; and an Improve- 
ment to all the Graces of Religion — 
15 Here the Soul re. collects her ſcattered 


Powers, and rene ws her wonted Vigor. 


ere ſhe defaces every wrong Im- 
preſſion, and ſets a freſh Stamp on all her 
laudable Purpoſes. More eſpecially do 
the Sons of Wiſdom embrace tic Oppor- 

tunity of cultivating a Correſpondence 

with their di vine Friend; the wiſeſt and 
beſt of all Beings; their Saviour, and 
their God. —Here they” are at Liberty to 


communicate 
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communicate all their Neceſſities; to dif 


burthen all their Griefs; and to pour 


out their alternate Petitions, Praiſes, and 


ES into his nes Ear. 


, ye faithful \ oma * . 


| ye ſincere Lovers of Righteouſneſs, (for 


none but you can tell) what a delightful 75 


Exereiſe it is to be thus employed in the 


Service of your God! Whether, wafting 
up your winged Thoughts to Heaven in 
fervent Prayer, ye feel an ingenuous 

g Compun&ion of Heart, and melt into a 


penitential Sorrow for your Ingratitude to 


the beſt of Friends; forming at the ſame 


Time Purpoſes of future Obedience, un- 
der the Dire&ion of that- Grace which 


you implore: or, devoutly contemplat- 


ing the Beauties of the eternal Godhead, 
and opening all the Faculties of your 


Minds to the Brightneſs of his Glory, 
ye celebrate his bleſſed Name in the be- 


H h 4 I coming 
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5 coming Raptures of Praiſe: or, reflecting 
on his boundleſs and diſintereſted Muni- 
ficence, and conſidering that He is the 
Author of your Life, and of every Com- 
fort that you receive, ye give Vent to 
the: Fullneſs of your grateful Souls, and 
Tan! him for all his Merciesj—fay, is 
there any Pleaſure on Earth that can 
ſtand in Competition with that which you 
experience, when thus divinely engaged? 
Is not This. that T Righteouſneſs, and 
Peace, and Joy in the Holy Glioſt, which 
the whole Univerſe can neither beſtow; 
nor deprive. you of? Can any Thing 
poſſibly convey a more abſolute Satis- 
faction to the Heart of Man, a more ſub- 
lime Pleaſure to the moſt delicate Pers 
ceptions of human Senſe, than ſuch Ex- 
erciſes as theſe? Say, are not ſuch 
W ays the Ways of -e and all ; 
ſuch Paths the Paths FR FOE: + (IEA 


This 
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This Subject will yet appear in a 
 Aironger Light, by conſidering, that, as 
Wiſdom is conducive to the Happineſs 
of Life, from acquainting us with the 
Attributes of God; preſiding over the 
Paſſions; and directing us in the Ways of 
piety and Obedience; ſo does ſhe in- 
fallibly produce the moſt pleaſing Sere- 
nity, and perfect Satisfaction to the 
Mind, as being inſeperably attended with 
2 GOOD CONSCIENCE.—THIS is that 
calm and unclouded Sunſhine of the 
Soul, which brightens every earthly 
Scene: — that rich and pleaſant Cordial, 
Which never ſurfeits, nor palls upon the 
Senſe, but adds to all the Sweets of Life, | 
and ſweetens all its Bitters: that Murus 
aheneus, or, brazen Wall, which is Proof 
againſt all em and impregnable to all 
Attacks: lt is that inward Witneſs 
which gde all Accuſers: that true 
nei F riend, that flinches 1 in no Ad- 

0s WE verlity, 


4 _— 
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verſity, deſerts us in no Diſtreſs, but un- 
dauntedly ſuſtains all Difficulties, and 
n triumphs over all mee fl 


«Happy, 1 e 18 * Mn who 


Tan attend without Prejudice to the Sug 
| geſlions of his own Conſcience; plead 
with Fidelity, and without Evaſion, at 
this 1 Important Bar , and be acquitted with 


Approbation and Applauſe! ! This is He, 


who, by making it his main Study to 
pleaſe. GOD, never fails to adminiſter the 
_ greateſt Pleaſure to HIMSELF, He can 


confidently | join the exulting I Apoſtle, 


« Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in Sin- 


i plicity and godly Sincerity, not with fleſhly 
* Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, we have 


ad our Converſation in the World ;” A 


Joy, far ſuperior to every ſenfual Grati - 
fication, and ſuch as will be ſure to ſlick 


by 


4 2 Cor. i. 12. 
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by us when all other Comforts fail !=— 
Such a one has all the Requiſites of true 
Felicity that Man can have. Be it our 
Care to copy his Virtues, and we ſhall 
certainly enjoy his Happineſs! We ſhall 
be able, in ſuch a Caſe, to review our 
aft Conduct with a rational Satisfaction; 
to poſſeſs our preſent State in the moſt 
pleaſing Tranquillity, and to look inta 
Futurity with the moſt exalted Hopes. 


- How grateful is the Remembrance of 
a paſt well conducted Life! What a ſen- 
ſible Comfort does it beſtow! How truly 

ſatisfactory is it to reflect, that, in general, 
we have ated up to the Reaſon of Men, 
and the Grace of Chriſtians! that we have 
ſupported the Dignity of both theſe Cha- 
racters! that we have preſerved a Con- 
ſcience void of Offence towards God, and 
our Neighbour too! that it has been our 

m=—_ Aim how to pleaſe the one, and do 
| ou 
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good to the other! and that as often, as, 
_ thro! the Infirmities of our Nature, we 
have offended either, we have as often 
| endeavored to, repair the Breach, by an 
; hearty OOTY" and a 8 * 
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An e Conſcience is alſo ſure 
of being accompanied with preſent Trans 
auillity and Delight. It is Is, under 
the Patronage of that divine Wiſdom by 
which it is maintained, that invites the 
bleſſed Spirit of Love, Joy, and Peace, 
to make our Souls his perpetual Reſi- 
dence. And what a happy Condition 
6,00 this! It is indeed ſuch as can be con- 
_ ceived only by Thoſe who experience 
it. When we are cordially inclined to 

- ora all the Diſpenſations of Heaven 
„ with a becoming Veneration; to revere = 
and admire the wonderful Perfections of 
God; to ſubdue our own head-ſtrong 
9 | Paſſions; 
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Paſſions; and with a pious Awe to ob- 
ſerve his Statutes; wh n thus we have 
His Spirit teſtifying with our Spirits that 
we are his Offspring ; then have we good 
Authority to pronounce how Joyful and 
Pleaſant a Thing it is to be godly !—What 
can poſſibly be more ſo than to live under 
a conſtant Perſuaſion of God's peculiar 
Love? than to be convinced that we are 
every Day and Night we breathe engag- 
ing the F riendſhip of this moſt merciful 
Benefactor? that what we are juſt now 
doing is highly pleaſing, to his gracious 
Majeſty ? that uch, or fuck an Action is an 
additional Proof of our Inclination to 
ſerve him? and that each Repetition of 
it is at once an Improvement of our tem- 
foral, as well as the Condition of our 
eternal Felicity? What is Nis but 

being ſituated on the very Borders of 
Heaven itſelf? What but anticipating the 
Bleſſedneſs to which WE alpire 4 


Laſtly: 
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1 Laſlly: the Hopes of being made Par- 
= aw of this. Bleſſedneſs in a future 
1 World, ariſe. from an Acquaintance with 
| that Religion I am recommending, and 
| whichrender it a delightful Inſtitution in 
I the complete ſt Senſe.— —Obſerve the 
Apoſtle's Aſſertion to this | Purpoſe : 
+ * Godlineſs, is profitable unto all Things; 
* having. Promiſe of the Life that now is, 
* and of that which 1s to come.” Piety, 
or true Religion, is not only the ſureſt 
F riend to our ſecular Intereſts; not only | 
the Promoter of our Joys, and the Soother 
of our Diſtreſſes, in the preſent periſhing 
Life, but (which is by far the greatelt 
imaginable Comfort belonging to Chriſ. 
tianity) it qualifies us for Admiſſion into 
That Life which ſhall have no Period; 
where there are Joys as durable as the 
Nature, and unlimited as the Ideas of $25 
our immortal Souls. 


Gracious 


„ ; | 7 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
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Gracious God ! what muſt the real 
Fruition of that Happineſs be, the bare 
Conception of which is ſo tranſcendently 
great! ſo infinitely preferable to all the 
united Pleaſures of Senſe !—* * What is 
Man that Thou art thus mindful of him > 
& and the Son of Man that Thou thus re- 
“ gardeſt him What but the Work of 
thy own Hands, Thou ſtupendous Arti- 
ficer! whom thou pleaſeſt, out of thy un- 


exampled Mercy, to crown with ſuch : 
— and Honor? Gy | 


I appeal to you, my beloved Brethren, 
you, who are bleſſed with GRACE, 
to ponder theſe Things. for the Teſti- 
mony of your own Sentiments. When- 
ever you conſider yourſelves as Beings 
deſigned for Immortality! (as 1 hope you ; 
often do) whenever you refleQ, that the 
Happineſs which you here enjoy, ſhall 
; „ not 
t Pa. viii. 4. : 
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not terminate with terreſtrial Things, but 
be for ever eſtabliſhed, and inconceiv- 
ably improved in the yet unknown Re- 


gions of Futurity ; { © do nat your Hearts,” 
like the Diſciples, then * burn within 


* You, and exult with thaſe holy Rap- 
tures that are. peculiar to the Life of 


Saints, whenever you meditate on the : 
following ſublime Paſſages? 7 9 77 am the 
6 Reſurrection and the D ife 2 (faith. the 
Lord) He that believeth i in M E, tio he 
© were dead, yet ſhall he live: And whoſo- 
=" 0 ever liveth and belicveth i m Me, ſhall never 
« die. — * { know that my Redeemer 
« liveth, and that he ſhall Nand at the latter 
« Day uþon, 1 the Earth; and tho' after my 
8 Shin Worms dęſtroy this Body, yet in my. 
ec Fleſh ſhall I fee God: Whom. I. ſhall fee 
40 for myſel as and mine Eyes ſhall behold, 
10 and not another: — nn 7 6 Men this 


hs 0 4. earthly 


* 


ll | 14 Luke'xxiv. 326 * John xi. 25, 26. t Job xix, 252 25, 27. 
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+ earthly Tabernacle is difſolved, 1 have 4 
N Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
4 Hands, eternal in the Heavens? 
C Henceforth there is laid up for Me 4 
* Crown of Righteouſneſs; which the Lord; 
& the righteous Fudge, ſhall give me at that 
% Day And then ſhall I hear thoſe 
teviving Words pronounced by the 
Judge, in the Preſence of God, and aſ- 
8 ſembled Angels; ell done, thou good | 
* and faithful Servant, enter thou into the 
% Toy of thy Lord“ Whenever, I ſay, 
you recognize ſuch Paſlages as theſe, are 
not your Senſes raviſhed with that grand 
and delightful Proſpe&, which the Be- 
lief of an happy Eternity affords? Do ye 
not even now enjoy an Antepaſt of thoſe 
true Pleaſures,—thoſe permanent Streams 
ol Bliſs that flow faſt by the Throne of 
Bod? And can you forbear crying out, 
—* Theſe extatic Joys, O ſacred WIS. 


| Hog © DOM! 
Fa Tim. l . Mat. at at 
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DOM! Theſe ſubſtantial Comforts 
© and Delights are all thy own ! THINE 


* truly: are the Mays f Pleaſantneſs, 
6: 1 n Ke are ws Wan 9 0 — * 


In ſuch a Stöte as this e 1 alk? 


can any the moſt diſmal Clouds of Adver- 


fily, (which, while we continue here, we 
muſt expect will hang over the Righteous 
as well as the Wicked) can any tran- 


tent Afliction, — can any gloomy Proſpect 
of Diſeaſe,—nay, can Death ĩtſelf obſcure 


(much leſs can it extinguiſh) that clear 


and continued Day-Light of the Mind, 


which reflects from every Point of it the 


Rays of divine Hope; — even the Hope 


of everlaſting Glory, and an eternal Re- 


compence of Reward,—the Hope of a final 
Deliverance,. and Acceptance with God? 
No: 80 long as we tread the Paths of 
"Wiſdom, and purſue the Road that Chriſtie 


anity a out, we ſhall be enabled to 
e 6s c allwage 


yy 


I 
2 
„ 
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aſſwage every Pain, and ſubdue the Virus 


lence of every Calamity. Life and Im- 
mortality, to which the Trials of this 
State only help to pave the Way, will 


repreſent all Contingencies 1 in bright Cos. 


lors. Our Confidence in God, our Faith 


in Chriſt, and thereby our Hope of future 


Salvation, will diſarm every Affliction E 


of its Power, and make us ſuperior ts all 


the Sorrows of a fleeting World. 80 that 
we may well join with St, Peter in that 


fine Aſcription of Praiſe to the Almighty; 


* « Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 


« Lord Jeſus Ori „ which, according to 
% his abundant Mercy, hath begotten ut 
” again unto a lively Hope, by the Refur- 


1 'reftion of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, to 
1 an Inheritance. incorruptible, and unde- 
* filed, and that fadeth not away, reſerved | 
in Heaven for us!” Or with that un- 
daunted and more celebrated Hero, , 


Ii s | (and 


6 z Peter i 1. 3 4. 


abs 


8 - 
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(aud which" is perhaps more applicable 
| to my preſent Purpoſe) * © Who Jhall ſe- 
«© hardte tus from the Love of Chriſt? Shall 
10 Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, 
ce or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or 
4 Sword ?—Nay, in all theſe Things we are 
% more than Conquerors thro Him that 
1 e us,” 5 
What remains now, my Brethren, but 

that we admoniſh, exhort, and, by EX- 
AMPLE, encourage one another tolead 
pious and conſcientious Lives? This is 
the beſt Deduftion that can be made 
from the preceding Meditations. 'We 
have been treating on a delightful as well 
as intereſting Subject. Let us zealouſly 
endeavor” to prove, that we conſider it 
in both thoſe engaging Lights, by a re- 
ligious Behaviour. Let us ſtrive to ob- 
| tain this illuſtrious Endowment, referred 


7, of 


* Rom. viii. 3 "IJ 37. 
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to in the Text, by an habitual Cultivas 
tion of our own Reaſon, an unremitted 
Guard, over our deceitful Hearts, a ſe- 


dulous Peruſal of that bleſſed Book, the 


Bible, and, particularly, a correſpondent 
| Practice. Let us thus exert every hu - 
man Faculty, to acquire that Wiſdom 
which cannot fail to attract the Favor of 
God, and ſecure his everlaſting Love; 


that Wiſdom which is no leſs than a 


radiant Efflux of his own 3 which bears 
the neareſt Reſemblance of his divine 


N ature; and which, we may depend 
upon it, will ſhine with us when all other 


worldly Attainments are loſt in Ob- 
ſcurity.— Finally, and principal, let 
us implore the Holy Spirit of God, that 
original Fountain of all Knowledge, and and 
of all Goodneſs, | that He would be 
| pleaſed to ſhed. the Light of his divine 


Grace upon our Souls, and. illuminate 5 


our dark Underſtandings; that He would 
I 1 * diſentangle 


' 
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his infinite Merits, to ſave that Part of 
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_ diſentangle e our AﬀeQions from the falſe 


Pleaſures of this World, and inflame our 
Hearts with an ardent Love for the next; : 
and that He would enable us, before we 
enter upon that State, (as we foorf#cer- 
tainly mutt) ſeriouſly to conſider, that 


there' is nothing in this worthy of our 
Anxiety; nothing that deſerves our So- 
licitude to acquire, but an actual Senſa- 
tion of that Pleaſantneſs which proceeds 


from an upright Mind, and of that Peace 


which is derived from God alone, and 


„ which paſſeth all Underſtanding ;"— 
in ſhort, ' nothing but his ſpecial Gmce 


to incline us to repent of every paſt Sin 


and Folly, and to direct all our future 
Steps in the Paths of Innocence, Virtue, 


Piety; W to prevail with us to ſtrive, by 
every poſſible Method, to pleaſe our gra- 


cious Maker and Redeemer, and, thro' 


us, 
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us,—that far nobler and inexpreſlibly 
ſuperior Part, which ſhall live for ever. 


Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honor, Glory, 
and Praiſe, &c. Amen. 


SER- 
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Motives for alienating our AﬀeQions 
from this World, and fix 


hem 


ing t 


Coross. iii. 2. 


on the next, 


Set your Afections on Things above, not on 


Things on the Earth, 
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Coos. ili. 2. 


* 


Sir YOUR | AFFECTIONS ON, Taxes 
a AO, Nor o Tuixcs ON THE 
FEanxn . | | | 


IXCELLENT Admonition! and wor- 
*— thy of the Mouth that ſpoke it! 
And tho' it is here immediately directed 
to a People whoſe” late Reception of 
Chriſtianity had induced the Apoſtle to 
write this Epiſtle, (being tenderly zea- 
1ous for the Growth of that Religion 
which his Diſciple Epaphras had planted 
amongſt them) yet it extends with the = 
unhak n to the whole human : 1 
Race: to all who profeſs themſelves = 
Heirs of Immortality, and Candidates | 
for a better Life. 


It 
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It is a Truth univerſally received, and 
too often, alas! fatally experienced, that 
earthly Objects have a natural and very 
powerful Aſcendency over the Heart of 
Man. They miſlead the Judgement, 
uſurp over the Affection, and infatuate 
the Will —Pleaſure, Pride, or Intereſt, 
Wait at every Avenue; and which Path 
foever we take, the Inchanter is ſure to 
follow. Add to this the bewitching In- 
fluence of popular Mode. How many of 
our Fellow- Creatures do we ſee haſten- 


ing to certain Ruin along the ſlippery 
Road of Vice, from their being firſt be- 
trayed into it out of mere Complaiſance, 
perhaps to ſome . well-bred Libertine, go 
the Sake of mimicking the Great, 

ſaſhionably joining with the — 
And when we further reflect on the 
Treachery of, our Own Inclinations, how 
Prone we are, like Rebels, to deſert the 
| Cue of God and his Religion, and 1 


+245 1 jy 
By 2 , A 7 3 4 4 4 8 * 
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to the various and importunate Solici- 
tations of our ſpiritual Adyerſary, we 
ought gratefully to acknowledge that 
this affectionate Caution of St. Paul will 
ever claim our Attention, and require 

our ſtricteſt Vigilance, and moſt. nad 
Reſolution to Toney with it. 


W in my Endeavors to prevent 
your too cloſe an Attachment to the 
Things of the preſent Life, and ſtudious 
to engage your Thoughts and Affections 
on the laſting Scene of Futurity, I intend, 
in this Diſcourſe, to expatiate on the 
Advice conveyed to us in the Words of 
| the Text; and hope, at once, to vindicate 
and illuſtrate, by the moſt convincing 
Arguments, the good Intention of the 

Apoſtle ſignified thereby. ——1 will take 
the Liberty to reverſe the Sentence; and 


will , => MINE nene e ir 
the 


FIRST 
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.FIRS T Place, ſeveral coertive Rea- 
ſons for alienating your Affection from 
o _ Wine 


- The feſt ty 40 15 duet. 
and that a very obvious and ſubſtantial 
one, ſhall be grounded on that beautiful 
and expreſſive Simile in the Book of Job; 

(viz,) that . Man is born unto. Trouble, 
as the Sparks fly upward,” The un- 
exampled Author of theſe Words had a 
very ſenſible Feeling of the Truth of 
what he ſpoke. He appears indeed to 
have been marked out by Providence 
as an eminent Pattern of Patience and 
Equanimity, under a long Series of the 
moſt complicated Diſtreſs. But it need 
not coſt us much Time to ſeek out for 


particular Inſtances to verify this melan- 


choly Aſſertion. Man is born unto 

« Trouble, is an Expreſſion of a general 
Meaning, and a Truth of general Extent. 
n Examine 

1. Job. v. 7. 
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Examine the Hiſtory (either ſacred or 
prophane) of any one Age ſince the Cre- 
ation of the World, — What different 
Scenes of Miſery you will find unfolded, 
upon unqueſtionable Record -I forbear 
to enter into a minute Deſcription, My. 
Mind reeoils at the Sound of Rapines, 
Uſurpations, Maſſacres. How many Mil- 
lions of unhappy Wretches have been 
forced reluctant to the dreadful Field of 
Battle, and there poured out their Lives, : 
while others have erected their idle 
Trophies, and waded thro' human Blood 
to worthleſs Glory Review the wicked 
Reigns of Nero, Caligula, Domitian, with 
ſeveral other Roman Emperors. Recol- 
lect the numerous Depopulations, the hor- 
rid Cruelties that have been committed, 
to glut the Rage or Ambition of thoſe 

mercileſs Tyrants ;—Cruelties, ſuch as 
would make the Iron-hearted Savage 
bleed, or a ſtupid Heathen bluſh to be re- 

/ eg proached 


| 
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poached with. — But why ſhould I re: 


2 "your Imagination. to diſtant Periods, | | 


with a View to diſplay the Troubles of 


8 human Life? The preſent Age will furs 
niſh us with ſufficient Proof, that the 


Seeds of Miſery are ſown in all Seaſons, 


as well as in all Lands. Obſerve, for In- 


ſtance, that Anti- chriſtian Monſter of 
Barkarity, the great Council of Ingui- 


Ition; where innumerable Lives have 


been condemned to be deſtroyed by 
Inches, and which is ſtill atithoriſed in 


Spain, Hal, and other popiſh Dominions. 
—Hear the Cries of thoſe poor Wretches, 


extended on the Rack,—Hear them beg- 


ing for Death, their only Proſpect of Re- 
lief, inhumanly denied. See the Pri- 
vilege of all that is dear to them, their 


Religion itſelf, trampled upon, and the 


Body inſlaved to force Conviction into 
the Soul: as if it were poſſible for the 


fixed Principles of Conſcience to be era- 
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dicated by Tortures, or an obſcure Dun- 
geon to throw Light into the Mind 
1 need not enlarge on the miſerable and 
deſtructive Conſequences of an open 
War, carried on * at this Day betwixt 
two of the greateſt and moſt formidable 
Powers in Europe;—nor on the inteſtine 
| Broils, Mutinies, and Diſſentions, (vilely 
covered with the Maſk of Religion) daily 
growing and increaſing in another un- 

happy + adjacent Country; where the 
Cries of tender Matrons, and their little 
innocent Offspring, imploring for injured 
| Mercy, are ſweeter than grateful Sounds 
of Muſic to the Ear of the relentleſs 
Ruffian; and where whole Villages are 
ſacked, or totally conſumed, by an in- 
human Band of Confederates.——Nor can 
I ſuppole it neceſſary to remind you 
| that oe} a late brave and independent Peo- 
cin eh 9 


Mn e. + Poland, 


I ; 1 N. B. This Sermon was wrote ſoon after the Corſican / were ſubs 


<ued by the French, 
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ple, whoſe Happineſs grew apparently 
firm and ſtrong, are at Length (after "= 
Painful and noble ſtruggle;- in Defence 
of their precious Liberty) intirely rooted, 
and become deplorably ſubſervient to 
the Gallic Voke: Whilſt their worthy 
and renowned Chief is forced to fly for 
Refuge to other Climes. -I vill alſo 
wave a Rehearſal of thoſe public Griev- 
ances and Commotions ſo loudly com- 
plained of within our own. Nation, and 
| paſs on, with Hopes of weaning your Af- 
| fection from this Valley of Tears, to take 
- Juſt a curſory View of the common Trou- 5 
blex of ae, Life. 1 % 04 eee 


| - Theſe are : bach as are not confined to 
any particular Set, or Kin gdom, but are 
inherent in the very Nature of Mankind. 
They are the general Inheritance of Mor- 
tality, and, tho. divided into different 
: Portions, | eyery one has A, Share large 
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enough to embitter all the Sweets on 

Earth. What Numbers are this Moment 
laboring under the almoſt intolerable 

Burthen of a diſeaſed Body, and dragging 
on a Life they have been long weary 
in a continual Round of Pain! How 
many are ſinking under the Weight of 
Poverty and hard Labor !-—And how 
many oppreſſed with the keener Anguiſh 
of the Mind But you will fondly 
object, that this is partially expoſing the 
darkeſt Side of the human State.— Then 
tell me where to find the happy Man, 

5 who lives free from Pain, and undiſturbed 
with Care and Perplexity. Where ſhall 
we find the united Harmony of Health 
and Peace, beating without a Diſcord in 
the ſame Breaſt? Where is the tranquil 
Mind unruffled by any Storms of Paſſion? 
Where the ſound Heart, that is Proof 
-againſt/ all the Stings of Envy, Malice, 

and . ?P——No where on 
* this 
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this Side Heaven. Learning, Power, 
Ambition, Riches, all connected, cannot 
ore duce o rare a Phænomenon. No: 
They are only gilded Cares, painted 


'Plumes 3 outwardly fair indeed and daz- 
1 but pregnant with Pain and Sor- 


Tow. | Learning is not to be acquired 


but by weariſome Application, nor poſ- 


ſeſſed without much Anxiety: The Seat 
of Power is unpzciptionably. bedecked 
with Thorns: Ambition is racked with 
Diſappointment: And Riches are ſoured 
with Misfortunes, and corroding Fears. 
And what Solomon obſerves with Re- 
gard to theſe, may very juſtly be ap- 
plied to all the reſt; * They n len 
oy "2" N nay CO 


But, to ſet * Folly of Frog our 1 
fection on terreſtrial Things in a till 
8 n of . let us $ eandeſe en 


IF 
N 


* Pr ov. xxili. 5 
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_to' ſuppoſe, that there are a few excep- 
tionable Inſtances to what I have here 
advanced in general; that all are not {a 
cloſely encompaſſed with Difficulties, or 
ſo much involved in Troubles as hath 
been juſt repreſented: but that there are 
ſome who even enjoy an almoſt unin- 
terrupted Succeſſion of Delights; who 
baſk in a continual Sunſhine of Proſ- 
perity, drink largely of this World's in- 
chanting Sweets, and ſeldom ſo much as 
taſte the bitter Cup. — This is an ex- 
traordinary Conceſſion; ' but, admitting 
its Poſſibility, ''1 would aſk;—Can all the 
_ Pleaſures,” Honors; or Advantages, that 
the World has to beſtow, ſatisfy the Ca- 
pacity of intellectual Beings,—Beings des 
gned for an eternal State ? Is it not a 
vain Suppoſition, that Man, created a 
reaſonable Agent, and endowed: with a 
Soul that is formed capable of enjoying 
conſummate Happineſs in another World, 
e | r and 


” 


* 
_ 


* 
N 


perably attended with Anxiety; and a 
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and. bs into this on. . en 
; . faction from hr Enjoyments, that a 
State merely probationary can produce? 
It is well known that a too eager Purſuit 
of the good Things of this Life is inſe- 


conſtant Poſſeſſion of them ſoon becomes 
familiar to the Imagination (Which is the 


Seat of a main Part of our fantaſtic Hap». 
pineſs below) and ſickens o the Senſe. 
So that if we could nne all that the 
Eye can ſee, or the Heart can wiſh, we. 
ſhould even then. prove, by Experience, 
that Man, at his beſt State, is“ altogether 


Vanity.“ The whole Earth, it cannot 
but be acknowledged, with all its gay 


Temptations, offers a wiſe. Man infinitely. 
too little for the Purchaſe of his Heart. 


It can never fill the extenſive Views of 
his immortal Spirit. There is nothing it 
* commenſurate to his grand Ideas. 


? | } 
RES P 4 % 1 1 1 1 would 
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_— would here guard my Intention 
from being inadvertently miſinterpreted; 
I would not be ſuppoſed to lodge an un- 
juſtiſiable Complaint! againſt the Condi- 
om of human Life: Nor dwell entirely 
upon enumerating its Infelicities, and be 
ungratefully forgetful of its daily Be- 
ne fits. God forbid that I ſhould pretend 
to arraign the wiſe Diſpenſations of 
Heaven, or dare to depreciate its invalu- 
able Gifts! This terreſtrial Scene is 
checkered with a Diverſity of dark and 
h 21d Colors. The bright and obſcure 
are nicely blended together. Chearfully 
and with humble Gratitude, do I ac- 
kdowledge that the Mind of hb is 
formed ſuſceptible of a thouſand grate- 
ful Senſations: Whether it glows witk 
the warm Emotions of a ſincere Friend - 

ſhip, or is bleſſed with the fine and tender 
Feelings of an unlimited Charity: Whe- 
ther we conſider it in the Capacity of a 


Kk4 ſocial 


ii World only, we ſhall find, upon an 


Sufferings of humat 
overbalance all its Joys; but alſo thas 
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ſocial, or a ſclitary Life: | Whether it 


reaps the refined Pleaſures of a coi 


nicative Benificence, and is rendered 
happy from the Happineſs it delights to 


beſtow, or enjoys a native, genuine Tran- 
quillity, all its Own. ; But (moſt thank 

allowing all this) what I would 
plainly be underſtood to intimate, is 


that if we conſine our Speculations to 


impartial Eſtimate, not only that the 
Evil it produces in general, greatly out- 
weighs the Good, and that the common 
an Nature, more than 


the Imperfection of its happieſt State, and 
its utter Inability of affording its warmeſt 
Votaries compleat Satisfaction, is an evi- 
dent Proof, that it was not created for 


4 the Seat of our ſupreme Felicity, nor 


= 
PRC. 
C 


; 
7 


deſigned for the proper nn of our 
Choice PO AﬀeRtion. ; ab tnue nw, x96; 


% 
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This nn for preventing or break · 


ing off your too paſſionate Fondneſs for 
Things on the Earth, will yet receive 
very conſiderable Foree, by reflecting 
that they are founded on a ſandy Bottom, 
are brittle, precarious, and of ſhort Du- 
ration,——Single me out = Man, on 
whom ee has ſhowered all her 
Fweeteſt Odors —Let't the e gay Vifioh of | 


— TNT 
— 


__— Show that a vain Lasgintidt 
can give it: Let an overflowing Plenty | 
far ſurpaſs the Bounds of Competence, } 
and Pleaſure in all its different Dreſſes | 
crown every ſmiling Hour: Croud, if 
you pleaſe, into the little Circle of his 
Life, all the delicate Senſations that Ap- | 


petite can reliſh, and Wealth procure: — 
Then give him, if you can, what i is o 
abſolutely and neceſſarily eſſential to 
true Happineſs, —a full SECURITY for 
all Rs, and I will immediately drop the 


Argument, 
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Argument, acknowledge myſelf con- 
fated,. and from hence ſorth become an 
Advocate for the Pleaſures of the World. 
But inſtead. of ſuch a Defence, are 
1 there not innumerable Circumſtances 
which may, and frequently, do, interpole, 
and demoliſh in a Moment the ſtrongeſt 
Fabrick of human Bliſs? What elſe are 


2 thoſe Accidents with which Report 


ſo often alarms us? And hat elſe the 


various Diſorders that attend our totter- 


ing Frame p But eſpecially, — to ſay no- 
thing of the common Viciſſitudes of Hu- 
manity, the alternate Seaſons of Clouds 
and Sunſhine, to which, every .carthly, 
2 Paſſenger i is perpetually ,expoſed; not to 
mention the natural Inſtability of all tem- 
poral Enjoyments, which might be co- 
piouſly enlarged on, — is not a ſerious 
Kellexion on the Shortne/s of the preſent 
Lye. alone, a ſufficient. Motive for diſ- 
9 cin our Affection from all that's 
50 3 mortal * 
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mortal If we hadi in Store an ine xhauſti · 
ble Fund of all the good Things of che 
Earth amaſſed together; all that the 
Tongue can exprefs, or the Heart con- 
celve; were it poſſible for. us to enjoy 
Pleaſure without Pain, Honor without 
Anxiety, and Riches without Care; and 
ſuppoſing this accumulated . Felicity: : 
never to be diſſolved but with Life itſelf 
(which, , according to the very Nature 
and Conſtitution of this worldly Syſtem, 
is not to be expected) yet even then we 
ſhould feel that aching Void in our Hap« 
eee which no ecm will be ene 


Title to o hold edi, we * ; on 10 1 here. 
be have no continuing City. + We 
«, dwell i mn Houſes of Clay, whoſe / [FN . 
© before: the: Moth,” And, according to 
that *. Compariſon of St. Peter, 
* AU 


; 5 A | 
\ ©® Heb, xiil. 14. Job iy. 19. 
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Al Fleſh is a Grafs, and the Glory of 
Man as the Flower of Graſs; he Gra 
s withereth, and the Flower thereof falleth 
„ Ady. There is alſo another fine and 
affecting Repreſenta ion of the Life of 
Man, Exhibited i in the fourteerith Chapter 
of the Book of Job. Fo © He cometh forth 


lite a Flower, and is cut down ; he fleceth 
adow, and continueth not,” 


4 4% as a Shi 
are moſt admirable Alluſions, and pecu - 
iar to the Sublimity of the eaſtern Style. 
For, as a Flower, which for Elegance F 
and Beauty far excels the Teſt of the in- 
animate Creation, is either blaſted in the 
Bud, cropped in its full Bloom, or of it- 
felf naturally droops and fades away: ſo 
Man, who is as much ſuperior to the 
animal World, in Reaſon and Know- 
| ledge, as a Flower is to the vegetable in 
Dreſs and Gaiety, either falls a defence- 
oſs my to the relentleſs Hand of Death 
i l | in 
2 1 Petri. 4 8 Jeb ae. 2. 
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in his puerile State, after having but In 
_ tipped of the bitter Draught of Life, — 
or is cut down j in his full Maturity, a- 
midſt the Strength and Vivacity of Man, 
hood, or, | ſhould he grow into the 
Winter of his Age, (a Seaſon of Sorrow, 
Sickneſs, and Infirmity) he muſt at 
Length yield to the reſiſtleſs Power of | 
Time, and, in Spite of every feeble Ef- 
fort to prop him up, wither, decay, and 
periſh._—** He fleeeth as a Shadow, and 
* contiueth not,” is alſo a very applica- 
ble Expreſſion to denote the Velocity as 
well as Shortneſs of our Time here. How 
imperceptibly do the winged Hours fly 
from us, and, like the airy Motion of a 
Shadow, n leave ſo much as a Foot- 
ſlep that we can trace behind! Aſtoniſh- 
ing Conſideration! that in the Space of 
fixty, ſeventy, or eighty Vears, we find 
it impoſſible to give a diſtinct Relation of 
the Actions of a ſingle Month. Thus | 
fleet 
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fleet and peri ;ſhing is that vain Life, from | 
the flattering Charms of which I am en- 
deavoring to divert your Affection. 
Did not experience too clearly be 
the great Neceſſity of Admonition, = 
would be an Indignity to your Under. 
| Nanding to remind you, that you muſt 
ſoon take a final Leave of all that you 
; ſee upon Earth; and conſequently to 
N your Diſcretion too to warn you not to 
fix your Hearts on what will ſhortly be 
no more. Notwithſtanding all the vain 
Arguments that can poſlibly be collected 
in Favor of the World, and its falſe, al- 
luring Joys, this is an inconteſtible Truth, 
—that it is every Moment haſtening to 
Diſſolution. You cannot therefore ho- 
nor it with a Share in your Eſteem, be- | 
vond its "Deſert, without diſhonoring 


the Excellency of your Nature, and de- 


— ms oy End * Purpoſe for 
Which 
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which you were introduced upon the 
— of Life. «Mt. e yr 3*2 : 


x 5 k 
V- - „ : 0 s * 


And this is 5 Sp" er the E wen and 
moſt important Diſſuaſive from ſetting 
your Affection on Things on the Earth, 
of any, or indeed all, that has been yet 
recommended to your Confideration.— 
For, tho' I am far from inſiſting on a ſul- 
len Sequeſtration, either from neceſſary 
Buſineſs, or lawful Pleaſure, (the one 
being a Duty in itſelf, and the other an 
innocent Relaxer of the Mind) yet it is 
certain, that an ardent Purſuit after the 
blandiſhing Allurements of this periſn- 
ing World, is utterly inconſiſtent with 
that pure, ſteady, ſerene Love of God, 
which is ſeated in the Heart, and regu- 
lates the Life of every good Chriſtian, — 
Nor can we have any Plea to offer in 
; bei of tiankent Gratifications, if we 
1 credit 
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credit the Declaration of an inſpired 


Author, that * / any Man {ove the Wor a, 
* the Love of the Father is not in lim. 


Buy adhering to the former, the devout 


Service of the latter is unavoidably neg - 


lected. Their very Nature is not perhaps 
more oppoſite than their Intereſts. For 
we are commanded by our great Sove- 
reign, to reſiſt and ſubdue all thoſe for- 
midable Forces, with which the World 
is empowered to try our ſpiritual Valor. 


Every Luſt, inſtead of enſlaving, ſhould 
be reſolutely enſlaved, and every Temp- 


tation, inſtead of conquering, ſhould 


be victoriouſly put to Rout, —N ay, the 
Voice of Reaſon alone, was it duly at- 
tended to, would lay upon us the ſame 
| Reftraint with the divine Authority. 
That excellent Monitor would kindly 
ſuggeſt to us the Impoſſibility of loving 
_ God and Mammon ; of ſerving two 

| _ _ Maſters 


® 2 John. ii. 23. 
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Maſters truly and faithfully; or, in other 
Words, of reconciling our heavenly Ex- 
1 with an immoderate Affection 
for Things on the Earth. But ſurely 
It cannot be neceſſary to dwell any longer 
on this 18 of the e ewe 1 haſten, 


skCONDLT, to lay betone you the 
RN Admonition of the Apoſtle, in 
the Text; viz. that 2 0 * "I Tf He. 
"0 * tions on TO above. x 


Indeed I have Wt. in dome de, 
anticipated my own Intention. For, the 
Reaſons which I have juſt offered for ab- 
firaQing your Affections from the poiſon- 
dus Sweets of this Life, are alſo ſtrong. 
Incitements for fixing them on the real 
Joys of another. If the happieſt ſtate 

on Earth is intermixed with Troubles, 
Cares, and Infirmities; is not this a ſuf - 

ficient Reaſon for vi your Ideas 


h * — 
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3 


to thoſe bright, and ſerene, Climes that 
Y Are never. obſcured with. the Clouds: of 
Pain, Guilt, or Sorrow?.-—If your choiceſt 


Pleaſures here are defeRtiye and unſatis- 


 fying; is not this a very powerful Per- 


ſuaſiye for placing your higheſt Regard 
where there is Perfection of Joy, and 


Fullneſs of Bliſs? If you are convinced 


that the beſt Portion belonging to Mor- 


tality muſt; waſte, and be of ſhort Con- 
tinuance; ſhould: not this incline you | 
to thirſt after thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure, 


Which will for ever flow at the right 


Hand of God? And if à too ſond At- 


tachment to the preſent World, be irre- 


concileable with the Hope that is ſet 


beſore you in a bleſſed Futurity, ſhould 


you not heartily deſpiſe all earthly Temp- 


tations, as inſinuating Traitors, which 
offer in Hand a few. glittering Gewgaws, 


at the 28 pe of a that Immortality, 7 


| . dear Ty * : '”, 47 eV A 1 14 
. of LI Whenever, 
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Whenever, by a ſecret Anticipation, 
we indulge our Thoughts with the Hap- 
pineſs of another World; when we me- 
ditate on thoſe reſplendent Glories which 
| ſhall be hereafter revealed, and which 
God, out of his pure Mercy, has pro- 
miſed to all who love him; conſidering 
at the ſame Time, that a ſettled Aﬀec- 


tion for tranſitory Enjoyments, is totally 


incompatible with the Hopes of reaping 


eternal; in what a contemptible Light 


muſt every Object around us appear! In 
a comparative View with Eternity, how 
muſt all that we _ 2 W N how 
into ee tur 1 


1 


Tho in beſt Deſcription "ey can be 
given of the rapturous Joys above, is to 
confeſs that they are not to be deſcribed 
by any human Pen, yet the Nature of 
them is ſo far explained to us by Reue · 
lation, as may Ambar ſuffice to en- 


„ flame 


i 


_ 


ever bold what we are once admitted to 


* — 2 1 a FER") 
s N 9 * 8 5 * . e * * k * 1 4 * 2 : —_— 
l 1 8 j 1- l — * 
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15 — Wiſhes, and excite our Eiidea- 
vors for obtaining them. By Virtue of 
that grand Diſcovery, we are aſſured, 
| that the cacleſtial Inheritance is a direct 
Contraſt to this frail, imperſect, momen- 

tary States that it is * an inheritance 
. incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
N fadeth not away. We ſhall not in tha 

new Jeruſlon, be fabje co the arbitrary | 


by a um a | 1 indiffoluble — for 


poſſeſs. There too our Bliſs will be un 
| Interrupted and cotnpleat. Pain and 
Sorrow are entire Strangers, and Imper- 
 feftion has no Name there. The hea- 
alſo kept clear of all 
ehlen Sin and Folly can obtain 
Adi nſlon. The: ie no Room bor an 


1 & wg p wo 
LIE <> 6; N 2 „ 0 
8 5 92 8 : * — 


1 
N 10 * . 0 Toke” , 8 


There, i in ſhort, our Pleaſures will ſatisfy, 

yet not eloy; our Glory be at the Height, 
yet not diminiſh; our Happineſs be full 
and perfect, yet never decay. And, 
which crowns all chat can poſſibly be 
conceived or imagined of 'the moſt ex- 
tatic and conſummate Felicity, is, that 


we * hall fee God, and ſhall ever be with 


e tie Lord; „we ſhall be bleſſed with | 


the clear Viſion, and tranſcendently glo- 
rious Enjoyment of God i in Chriſt 110 
Bure 1. immortal Ages, 1 


l 1 214 4 


For Heaven's Sake then,” my Spelle, 
and for the Sake of all that is truly and 
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eſſentially valuable, your own precious 


Souls, reſolve, with God's aſſiſting and 


preventing Grace, where to place your | 
_ yy. ao Wiſhes” and | AﬀeAtions, 


you profeſs yourſelves Faithful 4a 


Las 


rents to Chriſtianity; do not violate either 
7 one 
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the other. 
dangerous and ſubtle Thief, that with a 


— 
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one or the other of theſe exalted Cha- 


racters, by a ſordid Attachment to the 
Vanities of this Life, and a ſtupid Indif- 
ference to. the ſolid, and. laſting, Joys of 
Manwmon, ; remember, is 4 


Siren-Aſpect, would ſteal away all your 
Happineſs, and with. a. ſew fallacious, 


 hort-liyed Pleaſures, falſely- called fub- 
ſtantial, bribe you into irretrievable 
| Ruin. 1 But do not, for God's Sake, do 


not expect to find ſubſtantial, Pleaſure 
where no ſubſtantial Pleaſure ever did, 


5 4 my cannot t poſſibly 
be equal to that affectionate Concern and 


Regard which I conſtantiy maintain for 
your everlaſting Welfare. Conſider, 


5 Eternity: is jut nom at the Stake, and you 
have no Security for one, future Moment 
of your Lives. The very. next. may be 


Your, i 25 and prove deciſive of all that 


you * * 


FIG ee Fn 1% 94 ; 
duo | „ ws is | 
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519 
Such a Reflexion 
as this juſtiſies the moſt zealous Admos 
nitian, and calls for all that the Tongue 
can utter, or Pen preſbribe. When im- 
mortal Glories are in View on the one 
Side, and endleſs Miſeries on the other, 
and both inconceivably great. Indif. 
ference is Madneſs, and the moſt fervent 
Zeal the trueſt Wiſdom. If to gain an 
abſolute: Poſſeſſion and Security of as 
much Happineſs as the Soul of. Man is 
formed capable of enjoying deſerves not 
your, greateſt, Care, and if to avoid aa 
much Miſery as an incenſed God may 
juſtly inflict requires not your utmoſt 
Caution, then farewell to all Diſtinction 
betwixt Right and MWrong l human 
Reaſon, Underſtanding, Judgment, nay 
Chriſtianity, too are all, Shadows; they 
are 8 Sounds that have no Meaning. and 
Names: chat ere de. 1183199 att 


dier 


* 


LI 4 * Laſtly, 


\ 
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Laſtly; take Care to remember, and be 
ever diligent to implore the Aid of the 
N — Spirit to enable you to fulfil, the 
| Conditions required. in order to the ob- 
taining of your eternal Salvation. Cer- 
tainly, it is 5 Grace | that ye hall be 
* ſaued, thro Faith, - thro' the infinite 
Mercies of God in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
but conſider that Love Ge VO" are 
the Terms on which you nade 
Partakers of the — co enant. 
For » Chrift is the Author of Salvation 
only to them that obey lim e, wy" this 

ſacred and infallible Memora be 
. Imprinted in —— Ups 0 

your Minds, and 11 duce 
like the dutiful Children of God — — 0 
May that dreadfully pleaſing Thought, 
ETERNITY, the Uncertainty” of the 
Time when you muſt enter upon it, and 
the certain Nears W Approach, 1 pre- 
vail, 


1 d : 1 
* ie * * & ; : 
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5 vail with you to be always upon the 
Guard, and regulate all your Words and 
Actions And may the infinite Diſpro- 
portion there is between the Pains and 
Enjoyments of this World, and thoſe of . 
the next, incite you to fix your moſt 
earneſt, ſteady, and unalterable Afec- 


Bliſs. 


* tion on Things above, not on Things on 


© the Earth!” —— Then, my beloved 
Brethren, whenever that momentous Pe- 


riod ſhall arrive, which will diſperſe all 


the fleeting Images that here dance before 

your Eyes, and ſummon you to the Bar of 
infinite Mercy and Juſtice, you ſhall be 
there tried and acquitted with Honor 
before Men and Angels; and, after that, 


received into the Joy of your Lord,“ 


into that glorious, but yet unknown 
State, where every Thing will concur to 


ſatisfy your Wiſhes, and compleat your 


. 1 


And 
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And this I pray God grant, for the 


_ and Rag the . Jeſus Chriſt 
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SERMON XVIII 


A wicked Courſe of Life the ſevereſt 


"90 of Death. 


1 Cor. xv. 54» 55, 56, 87. 


Death is ſuallowed up in Victory. O Death, 
where is thy Sting? O Grave, where is 


ty Victory? The Sting of Death is Sin, 
and the Strength of Sin is the Law. But 


Thanks be to God, which giveth us the 


* thro' our Lord Fe efus Chr . 
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5 SERMON XxvIl. 
4 wicked Courſe of Life the ſevereſt Sting of 
Deaths 


1 Co R. xv. 54, 55, 56, 67. 


Dar is SWALLOWED Ur in VICTORY, 


O DEATH, WHERE 1S THY Stine? 


OGrave, WHERE 18 THY Vicrozy? 
Tux STinG or DrarTH 18 Six, AND 


THE STRENGTH OF SIN 18 THE Law, 


Bur THANKS BE To. GonD, WHICH 


GIVETH Us THE Victory THRO' OUR 
Lon Ixsus Cnnisr. 


4 peigoingl Deſign of the Apolile 

in this admirable Chapter, is toprove 
the Certainty of a general Reſurrection, 
with the Immortality of the Soul. 
Theſe are neceſſarily connected, and both 
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clearly demonſtrable from the Refur : 
5 rection of our bleſſed Lord. All moſt 
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526 A wicked courſe of Life [Ser. XVIII. 
important Realities! which ſhould be 
| rivetted to the Heart, and engage the 
_ cloſeſt Attention. The State of Man 
| beyond the Grave, and in what Character 
he is to appear after his Tranſition from 
the preſent Scene of Things, is a Con- 
ſideration of the deepeſt Concern, The 
Reality of ſuch a State our Religion fully 
proves, tho' Death alone can unveil the 
Proſpect. The Goſpel has filled our 
Ideas with that Li e and Immortality, 
which no other Hiſtory in the World 
could ever have brought to Light. The 
contemplative Pagan Was bewildered in 

his Reſearches, and the ſubtle Pfilgſoplier 


| baffled in his moſt profound Specula- 


tions concerning a Reſurrection to eter- 


nal Life. But Chriſt hath thrown a clear 


and ſufficient Light on the Fruth of this 
- momentous Article. He hath aſſured 
us; that there is an endleſs Duration of 
Happineſs appointed for the Righteous; 


Ser. XVIII. ]the ſevereſt Sting of Death. 327 
as well as Miſery for the Wicked, in an- 
other World: And he hath alſo plainly 
F pointed out the different Paths that lead 
to them. He hath not only himſelf un- 
barred the Gates of the Grave, but hath 
declared, by his unerring Penman, that 
He is +* the firſt Fruits of them . 4 
That | © jfince by Man came Death, by M 
came alſo the Reæſurrection of the De 
That © as in Adam all die, even ſo in 
% Chriſt ſhall all be made alive: And 
1 again, that * **. this corruptible muſt put on 
. Incorrußtion, and this mortal muſt pu 
oc on Immortality. 


If we e depend upon the Teſtimony of 
theſe Aſſertions; if we ſtedfaſtly believe 
that after Death we ſhall riſe again to 

Life; that that Life ſhall be both happy 
and eternal; and that the Son of God 
himſelf, our meritorious Adyocate, hath 
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328 A wicked Gur of Life [Ser. xv. 
feſt paved the Way to it, —what weighty 
Reaſons we have to join with the Apo- 
file in his triumphant Exclamation ! 
Deatſ is ſwallowed up in Viflory. 0 
% Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, 
where is thy Vitory?" Juſt as if He had 
aid, Then (when Mortality is ſwallowed 


up of Life) ſhall the Power ye now have. 
be totally ſubdued, and ye ſhall have loſt 


all your Venom. et, after a ſeeming 


: Pauſe, he proceeds, and ſays, % The Sting 


* of Death is Sin; and the Strength of Sin 
* 5; the Law.“ That is, the moſt for- 


| midable Weapon with which Death is 


armed, is Sin; and that which gives 
Strength to Sin, is the Law; becauſe 


this prohibits all Manner of Vice, by 


which Guilt is incurred. But Thanks 
* be to God, which giveth us the Victory thro 
* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Or, Thanks 


5 be to the all- powerful and moſt merci- 
ful God, "wp by” what our adorable 


Redeemer 


us with a compleat Conqueſt over Sin 


Ser. XVIII.] 2 / veręſt Sting of Death. 529 
Redeemer hath done for us, hath crowned 


and Death: So that by Faith in Him, and 


upon true Repentance for our Iniquities, 0 


we ſhall prove Death to be no more than 
9 neceſſary Paſſage out of G Life to a 
happy PRE” | 


Prem che Words of che l Text, thus ex. 
Cl, the following Coniderations « are 
6 11 91605 


1. That, tho' there is a natural Fear of 
dying impreſſed on the Mind of every 
human Being, yet the moſt powerful 
Dread of Death is that only which is oc- 
caſioned by a vicious Courſe of Life; 
this entailing Guilt upon us BY, the 
SIO of the Law. But 


2. That our Lord Jeſus © Chriſt, VAR] 


the infinite Mercy of the moſt high God, 
Mm hath 
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hath obtained a Victory for us over Sin 
and Death and this it is our Duty to ex- 
preſs in the ſincereſt Sentiments of Grati- 
Ry and, Thankſgiving... 839 | 
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gf Ya 15 1 85 That, hs "re: is a 
1 Fear of dying impreſſed on the 
Mind of every human Being, yet the 
moſt powerful Dread of Death is that | 
only which is occaſioned by a vicious 
Courſe of Life; this entailing Guilt upon ö 
us by. the Breach of 82 Law. 


1 . TS 


Fear it in es is one ek . Lronget 
Paſſions of the Soul. And perhaps it is 
never fo. much. excited in any Inſtance 
belonging to Mortality, as by the Appre- 
henſion of being mortal. This great Bu- 


; ſineſs of dying, and of entering upon 


| another State, when every other Buſineſs 
in this ſhall ceaſe, is a Thought that re- 


Wits: the firmeſt Reſolution, It eclipſes 


A 144 1 
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all earthly Splendor, and throws a Shade 
over the brighteſt Hours of Sunſhine and 


_ Proſperity, A ſacred Writer, almoſt as 


famous for the Elegance of his Language, 


#/« the King of Terrors. It muſt be con- 
feſſed, that even the virtuous and the 
penitent are apt to ſhudder at the Ap- 
Proaches of this awful Meſſenger, They 
cannot, as being ſubject to human 


Frailty,—but feel a trembling Dread, an 


inward Conſternation, whenever they re- 


fHlect on their own Mortality. That ir- 


tevocable Sentence paſſed upon all the 


human Race Duſt thou art, and unto 
0 Duſt ſhalt thou return,” ſeems'ſ ufficient 


to Ragger t the moſt cant Virtue, 


Fc 


But the Dread I am now „nge of, 
and even the actual Pains which com- 
: monly attend a Diſſolution of the Soul 
ee eee em 2 - from 


# Job in. 14. | 


as the Integrity of his Heart, ſtyles Death 
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| their Reſolution, and ſo fixed in their 
religious Principles, bleſſed with ſo noble 


from the Body, will be greatly allayed, 


and made infinitely. more tolerable, by a 
ſteady Confidence in God, and an ideal 
Proſpect of Happineſs in a future World. 
The holy Writings furniſh us with ſeveral 
Examples of Men fo unconquerable in 


a Fortitude, and ſo lively a Faith in their 


dying Redeemer, that no Dangers, Hard- 
ſhips, nor Terrors,—not Death itſelf could 


ſhake that true Peace, and Tranquillity 


of Mind, which they had ſo firongly 


eltabliſhed, I will not treſpaſs on your 
Attention by reciting particular Inſtances, 


It would only be reminding you of Facts 


to mention the magnanimous Conduct of 


the Patriarch, Prophets, Saints, and Abo- 


Niles; how many of thoſe noble Followers 


of Virtue, thoſe intrepid. Sons of God, 


\ Exulted in the Midſt of Tortures, and 


braved 
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| braved the Face of Death. Theſe are 
They, who,—once harraſſed with bitter 
and undeſerved Cruelties, expoſed to 
mercileſs Perſecutions, and baſely trod- 


den under-Foot of wicked Men, * ſhine 


* forth as the Sun, in the Kingdom of their 


% Father.” Yes, and ſo ſhall all Chriſ- 


tian Believers, who endeayor, like Them, 
to lead CHRISTIAN LIVES,—c 


For, + © the Souls of the Righteous,” ſays 


that eminent Book of Wiſdom, (which 


indeed might well be ſtyled canonical) 


* are in the Hand of God, and there ſhall 
no Torment touch them, In the Sight of 


«6. the unwiſe they ſeemed to die: and their 


« Departure is taken for M Very, and their 
* going from us to be utter Deſtruction: : 
« But they are in Peace. For tho' they be 


«* puniſhed in the Sight of Men, yet is their 
Hope full of Immortality,” Let f 15 Fools 


4 account their Life Madneſs ; ; and their 


M mg „End 


* Mat, xiii. 43. + Wiſdom iii. 2, 2, 3, 4+ 1 Wiſdom v. 4, 5+ 
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534 A wicked NM of Life (Ser. XVII. 
End to be without Honor,” But they 
ſhall be © numbered among the Children of 
BD - and their Lot ſhall be among 
Y Saints.“ Then 9 * ſhall. they receive a 
10 glorious Kingdom, and a beautiful Crown 


* from the Lord's Hand : for with has right 


0 Hand ſhall he cover them, and with has 
2 * Arm Pay he e they.” 


If we now turn our 3 to dhe 


State of the Wicked, we ſhall find a very 
different Scene unfolded. The proſ- 
Perous, but infatuated Worlding, whoſe | 
Time is engroſſed in miniſtering to his 
Senſualities, or concerting Meaſures for 
advancing. his Fortune, and ennobling 
bis Fame, has no ſuch deſirable Proſpect. 
On the contrary, how alarming, how in- 
expreſlibly dreadful mult the Summons 


of Death be to a Wretch of this unhappy 


| Sn? see the poor Mortal trembling 
N $i | * | under 
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under the relentleſs Tyrant's leaden 
Hand! — Say, ye his gay Confederates 
in Vice! have ye any Expedients now 
to offer, any Remedies to preſcribe, that 
may mitigate his Pain, or lighten the 
Burthen of a Mind laden with Guilt ?— 
Alas! your Efforts are all ineffectual: 
your very Preſence is an Aggravation to 
his Diſtreſs. For it ſerves but to torture 
his Memory with the Commiſſion of thoſe 
forbidden Irregularities, which are the 
Foundation of his Ruin, and exclude the 
Favor of that Being, whoſe Comforts 

only can refreſh the Soul, — Never was 
that tragical | Concluſion inſiſted on by 
Solomon, with Regard to all human Feli- 
city, more manifeſtly repreſented than 
in ſuch a Scene as this, viz, that . all is 
* Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. Ah! 
what elſe are all thoſe idle Amuſements 
he once doated on, and that now forſake 
him?—— What elſe thoſe” intoxicating 
| Man P leaſures, 
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336 A wicked Courſe of Life [Ser. XVIII. 
Pleaſures, that are now his Bane and 
Averſion?—And what now avail thoſe 


Poſſeſſions he has been ſo induſtrious in 


accumulating, or that Fame he has been 


ſo anxious to propagate? Alas]! the for- 
mer cannot profit in the Day of God's 


Wrath, and the latter is but a Breath of 


Air. For he fhall carry nothing away 


% with him when he dieth: neither * has 
N W Oe ham.” 


Maw: afſefting £ "IO FOR the near 


Approach of Death may be (conſidered 
abſtractedly) to human Imagination, yet 
this bears no Compariſon with thoſe 
Pains which are, at that Time, inſepara- 
ble from a wounded Conſcience, Here lies 


the ſharpeſt Sting of Death. There can 


be no Affliction ſo grievous, no Anguiſh 


fo pungent as that felt by the moſt ſen» 
ſible and tender Part, the Mind: Nor can 


Pf. alia. 27. 


* * 
5 * : 
5 4 


: 

: 
1 
7 
: 
Y 
ol 
$: 

l 


1 ku 


2 vet 3 it may be 1 that 


Ser. XVIII.] the ſevereſt Sting of Death. 537 
any Calamities diſtreſs That like the 
Terrors of Guilt, and the Dread of an 
incenſed Deity: Nor do theſe ever at 
ſo powerfully upon it as at the Hour of 


Death. What amazingly diſmal Re- 
flexions muſt haunt the guilty Soul at 


this critical Time! — Theſe are real 


| Spectres of the Mind : Such as no Lan- 
' guage can deſcribe; no Idea, without a 


dreadful Experience, comprehend, —lIn 


the Retroſpe& nothing preſentsitſe If to 


the poor unhappy Male factor, but Crimes 
unpardoned ; redeeming Mercy trampled 


on; and ſpiritual Grace rejected. And 
the Pr oſpect before him is, if poſſible, 


more awful ſtill, viz. an offended Judge; 
La ſolemn Trial; an irreverſible Doom. 
his is that ſecond Death, the Dura- 


tion of which is without Period, and its 


Pains are beyond Deſcription. 


the 
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the Sinner, when his final Sickneſscomes, 


and he be begins to feel the mortal Viper 
faſtening to his Heart, will then rouſe 
out of his Lethargy, and apply earneſtly 
to his almighty Saviour for Pardon and 
Relief, With trembling Accents, and 
| decaying Faculties, he will then cry for. 
. Merey to that ſovereign Being, whoſe ; 
Goodneſs he has fo vilely abuſed. —— 
= But this is a ſlippery Foundation to ſtand 
upon, —a conſtrained Application to his 
affronted Majeſty. Is it likely, is it rea- 
ſonable, to hope that the King of Heaven 


55 (gracious as he is) will be reconciled to 


thoſe ungrateful Subjects that have ood 
' Incorrigible under all his Mercies and 
Reproofs ? that have continued rebellious 
to the laſt Stage of Life! —a Time when 


5 they can rebel no longer? — What, ſliall 


they ſtand all the Day 1dle, and expect to 
have their poor defective Services ac- 
fte in ine Evening: ? when their Strength 


is 


Ser. XVIII.] the ſevereſt Sting of Death 539 
is become Labor and Sorrow, and Nature 

is languiſhing to her loweſt Ebb? This 
is a Pre ſumption which neither Reaſon 

nor Religion can encourage, nor even 
the: 'vaineſt F we Tuggeſt; 


E. Beſides, thisis 6 Time which calls for 
all the Comfort and Support that can 
poſſibly be adminiſtered, and is but ill 
ſuited to a ſpiritual Conflict. Whenever 
the profligate Wretch (tho' in the Bloom 
of Health and Activity) begins to reflect 


on his Miſcarriages, and to trace his paſt 
Conduct thro' all the various Stages and 


Circumſtances of it, he will find a Work 
of the utmoſt Difficulty incumbent upon 
him. — But how infinitely muſt this be 

aggravated | by the Decay of Nature! 


In the needful Buſineſs of Repentanice, 
the Severities to be undergone are great 
and innumerable. Our moſt darling 


Gratifications muſt be renounced; our 
moſt 


* 
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- moſt predominant Paſſions ſubdued; and 
our moſt inveterate evil Habits, which 
are ingrained in the Diſpoſition, utterly 
rooted out. We muſt alſo turn our Af. 
fections, as well as Averſions, into a new 
Channel. A ſincere, operative Love of 
God in Chriſt, ſnould be introduced into 
the Heart, and for ever after reſide there. 
There ſhould unite the Springs of all true 
Religion, FAITH and GRACE. And 
from thence ſhould flow Temperance, 
Meekneſs, Charity, and every other ami- 
able Virtue,———And'is a Taſk thus 
difficult, which demands the moſt aſ- 
ſiduous Application of human Nature, 
and that too in her beſt State, her utmoſt 
Strength and Vigor, likely to be per- 
formed upon a feeble Death- Bed 
When all the Powers of the Mind are 
cramped, and the whole Body is ener- 
vated 7 Inconceivable; — impoſſible. 
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If the Lamp of the dying Sinner: is yeb 
unfurniſhed with Oil, by what' bebe 
Means ſhall he become qualified, in 
theſe diſtreſſed Circumſtances, to ſupply 

it? Was he even inclined, yet how muſt 
he be able, in this languid Condition, to 
and buy? Tis true, there is no Work 
too mighty for cœleſtial Grace to ex- 
ecute; no Difficulty which redeeming 
Mercy cannot conquer, That omnipo- 
tent Being, who, by a ſingle Breath of 
his Mouth, diffuſed the chearful Light 
of Heaven over the dreary Regions of 
chaotick Darkneſs; who cauſed the Deaf 
to hear, and the Blind to ſee; who made 
+ * the lame Man leab as an Hart, and the 
« Tongue of the Dumb to fing ;” can alſo 
| ſnatch a notorious criminal from the 
very Jaws of Ruin, But this would be 
a narrow Eſcape indeed; even no leſs 


» Alluding to the Parable of the ten Virgins,—Mat. xy 
f Iſa. xxxv. 5. 
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than à miraculous Salvation of our 


- I wiſh, with the moſt fincere and un- 


diſſembled Ardor, that thoſe unthinking 


Mortals, who have been ſo careleſs and 


abandoned as to poſtpone Repentance to 


this late Hour; may even then, if it pleaſes 


God, find Mercy ; thro! the Merits of a 
bleeding Saviour obtain a perfect Re- 


conciliation; and be ſaved at the laſt by 
4 Miracle of Grace, and“ like a Fire- 


Brand ſhatched out of the Fire! But 


God forbid that you or I ſhould run ſuch. 
a dreadful Riſque ! An immorta 1 Soul 


zs of too high a Value to' be'thus'dan- 
_ gerouſly expoſed, — 
prudence,—it would be Stupidity, —it 
wound we PIGS * | / 


—Jt would be Im- 


. 1 wy 15 eg Leave only to ob- 
ſerve further, from my firſt Propoſition, 
5 „ (with 
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(with a View to deter you from the Pur- 


ſuit of a wicked Courſe of Liſe) that the 
natural and moſt general Effect of a con- 


tinued Progreſs in Sin (When overtaken 


by a Death-Bed) is an actual Deſpondence 
of the divine Mercy. And what a de- 


plorable, what a ſhocking State is this! 


Full of Horror, Perturbation, and Diſtreſs! 
When Health and Vigor (thoſe beſt 
Reliſhers of every temporal Gratifica- 
tion) be gin to fail, and all the Roſes of 
Proſperity to fade! when the tendereſt 


Relations can contribute nothing towards 
Relief, but pour forth fruitleſs Tides of 

Sorrow; and even the moſt valued 
Friends are no more than miſerable Com- 
forters;_ when all the borrowed Succours 
of a gay deluding World are totally an- 
nihilated ; more eſpecially, when the 
Name of God in Chriſt Jeſus, which is 


alone capable of yielding the moſt ſolid 


Comfort, is, inſtead of this, become an 


inſupportable 


514 A wicked Courſe of Life [Ser. x vill. 
inſupportable Torment; when the grate- 
ful Appellations of Father and Redeemer 


are converted into thoſe of Enemy and 


Avenger. where is there a Scene to be 
exhibited on this Side the Grave, ſo hor- 
rible and diſtractingꝰ What a poor, 
miſerable, puſillanimous Creature is the 
late daring, flagitious Rebel now become! 
What inconceivable Anguiſh does he 
feel! What terrible Apprehenſions of the 
juſt Vengeance of God in a new and un- 
known World! a World that he muſt 
Joon be plunged into. A Sting, incom- 
parably ſharper than any which a bare 
natural Death ever felt, penetrates his 
Heart, A ſhuddering Dread overwhelms 
him: © Fearfulneſs and Trembling take 
hold upon him.” For, Guilt, when 
attacked, is ever an apparent Coward, 
and cannot help ſtarkling at its own De- 
formity: But never does it ſo viſibly 
betray its nme as when it is thus 


diveſted 


n e 


And again; 266 ON, at the laſt it biteth. ai 0 
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diveſted of its Power, and can proceed 
no farther. And how can we hope, in 
ſuch a wretched Situation, and at ſo late 
a ee but that Deſpair, —gloomy, 
comfortleſs, dire nnn * n 


d dt Place vii! nr nor ee 
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Such are Sol fatal Lands en Coin 
ſequences of SIN. How deſervedly 
does the Apoſtle ſty le it“ the Sting - 
% Death !” And how emphatically juſt 
is that terrifying Prediction of inſpired 
Wiſdom! Its T End is bitter as Worms 

ood, ſharp as a two-edged Sword. „ 


230 oa and men n an eee 
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ſiſ ing on any e 
Argument) will, I hope, prevail upon 
_ * * Aſſiſtance of — good 
inen aud dene on. eb 
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Spirit, to abſtain with the utmoſt Caution 


from all Iniquity. If you believe the 


Premiſes; there needs uo Concluſion, | If 


you believe that Sin is productive of 
ſuch dire Effects, as haye been here re- 
preſented, you can ſurely want. no Ad- 
monition to renounce it. Break”, re- 
ſolutely 
caſt away its Cords from you.” When- 
ever you begin to feel the Serpent faſten» 
ing to your Breaſt, dally not with its 


Sting: Heſitate not a Moment, but in · 


ſtantly diſlodge the . perfidious ; Gueſt: 
Be inflexibly deaf to all his ſubtle Inſi- 

nuations; Shake off, without Debate, the 
clinging Foiſon. Ar 

« Midſt of Life you are in Death ; 2 

: ſince the Tranſition — World into 


— 


re A k, 2. b its | Bonds aft under, 85 and | 


nd, fince.”**-in the 


Eternity is both | ſhort and uncertain: 
do not ſquander away your Health and 
Spirits i in idle Follies and Amuſements ; 


Abuſe no > pp wad Bad 
the 


54 2 N 


Ge ee 
1 oy 


Ser. XVIII.] the ſevere/t Sting of Death. 547 
the golden Hours to the nobleſt and beſt 
of all Purpaſes, the Service of your 

God, and the Happineſs of your Souls : 
Endeavor, earneſtly endeavor, to be 
wiſe in Time ; - and, before it be too late, 
conſid er your latter End, May the al- 
mighty God give us all Grace ſeriouſly | 
to conſider it, and duly to prepare for 
it! that we may, at that Time, feel no 
Sting, but ſuch as naturally attends the 
Separation of Soul and Body. May the 
precious Light of his Countenance then 
eſpecially ſhine upon us! May the moſt 
effectual Interceſſion of our Redeemer 
comfort and ſupport us! And may the 
benign Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, con- 
duct us thro' the dreary Vale of Death, 
to the bliſsful Regions of everlaſting 
Liſe. Amen, and Amen! 2 
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SERMON XIX; 
Chriſts Victory over Sin and Death: 


1 Cox. xv: Sts 385 „ 56, Wn. 
Death is ſwallowed up in Victory. O Death, 
where is thy Sting? O Grave, where is 
thy Victory? The Sting of Death is Sin, 
and the Strength of Sin is the Law. But 
Thanks be to God, which giveth Us the 
Victory thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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8 E R M O N XIx. 
a 5 Viltory o over Sin and Death: 


1 Co R, xv. 54. 55» 56, 57. 

Darn 18 SWALLOWED UP IN vic ronr. 
0 Darn, WHERE IS THY 'STinNG? 
O Grave, WHERE 18 THY Vicrozy? 
Tux STING OF Dzarn 1s Six, and 
THE STRENGTH or SIN 18 THE Law. 
Bur THANKS BE TO God, WHICH 


GIVETH US THE Victory 1 THRO' ous 
Lozp Jesvs Cunt, 


7. we attend to the ſairituat and An 


ſic Meaning of the Law, as explained' 
1n the beſt Sermon that was ever preached 


on Earth, — our bleſſed Saviour's on the 
Mount,. — and impartially compare the 
whole Tenor of our Deportment with it, 

we ſhall perceive how groſsly we have 


N n 4 violated 


552 Chriſt's Victory over [Ser. XIX. 
violated” its holy Precepts. The moſt. 
exemplary Chriſtian in the World, upon 
a fair Scrutiny into his real Character, 
will find himſelf obliged to acknowledge 
this deplorable Truth. His Life is a 
prompt Confeſſion of his being born in 

* Sin,? and that he is, by Nature, ob- 
noxious. to the divine Wrath. A tran- 
ſient View of the Hiſtory of the Fall will 
not only diſcover to us the Loſs of our 
native ReQitude, but we ſhall there ſee 
| how much the Faculties of the Mind are 
depraved: that we have not barely loſt 
our Innocence, but are exceedingly 
Prone to every Kind of Sin. Our Un- 
derſtanding is perverted, our Paſſions are 
headſtrong and impetuous, and our Luſts 
clamorous and unſatisfied, This innate 
Corruption our firſt Parent, by a ſingle 
Act of Diſobedience, entailed upon his 
whole Poſterity. From this foul original 
Fountain flow all the polluted Streams 

Js es EE a 2 


a Writer who cannot miſtake, that“ in 


« Adam all die die in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins -die to — * all the 
I of the re pe n eee £125 


4 £ * 


If there is any Perſon who pk to 
admit this Doctrine of original Depravity, 
and regards it as a rigorous and nnjuſt 
Imputation, that the Offence of one Man 


ſhould incur Miſery on Millions, then 


unborn, let him ſcrutinize into the Secrets 
of his own Heart, for the pure and eter- 
nal God © requireth Truth inthe mward 
take a minute Account 
how Matters are regulated there.—Is 
every Luſt mortified, and every Paſſion 
held under due Reſtraint? Is every Tittle 
aw, which is the 


% Parts“) and 


of that juſt and holy I 
great Standard of Chriſtianity, cloſely 


TIT to? Is mw moral Duty ſtrictly 


complied 


| Ser. XIX.] Sin and Death 558 
of human Guilt. For, we are aſſured, by 


— —— 
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564 Chrijt 's Vidory over [Ser. XIX. 
complied with? Is every Thought, 


Word, and Action, holy, juſt, and good? 


And will they ſtand the Teſt of Omni- 


| ſcience? In a Word, has a perfect Service 
been rendered to an all- perfect God? 

| Whoever can acquit himſelf with Honor 

in ſuch an Examination, is both an Ex- 

ception to that generally received Article 
of the Church, (i. e.) original Sin, and 
likewiſe meritoriouſly diſproves the Aſ- 
ſertion of Saint Paul, (i. e.) that * © by 
the Deeds of the Law there jhall no Fleſh 
« be juſtified.” But if, inſtead of this, 


he perceives within himſelf a ftrong At- 
tachment to the vicious Allurements of 


the World; if he is led away by any 


ever once deviated from the Path of his 


Duty either to God or Man; if he has 
ever entertained an evil Thought, « or by 


5 any 
„Rom. in. 23. 


Ser. XIX. q. Sin and Dad 553 
any one Word or Action broken that 
divine Law, which the Apoſtle ſtyles 
the very Strength of Sin, —he muſt then 
| ſurely acknowledge the Pollution of his 
natural State: And he muſt confeſs alſo 
the Neceſlity of being cloathed with a 
better Robe of Righteouſneſs than his 
own, (which the Prophet declares is but 


+ * as filthy Rags” )if he expects to be ad- 


mitted, into thoſe holy Manſions, where 
nothing unclean. Thall enter. + « For 


get offend in one Point, he a guilh Hall. 


That is, an Obedience to the Will of God 


is not partially, but univerſally required: 


And whoever tranſgreſſes only in one 


Inſtance, is as much guilty of a Breach of 
his Duty, and as certainly puniſhable, 
as if he had broken the whole Law, The 


Law allows of no Tranſgreſſion, nor ex- 
cuſes any. It ſuffers not a ſingle Breach 


to 


+ Ia, Ixiv. 6. 1 james ii. 10. 


n 


566 s Hickory over cole: 
to paſs with Impunity. It is indeed eſ- 
ſentially neceſſary in preſcribing to us 
the Rules of our Allegiance ; * but 8 it 
affords no Remedy for Sin, not Hopes 
of recovering the once forfeited Sweets 
of Innocence. 


It laſhes the Wounds: of 
the guilty Penitent, and recommends him 
to — pee es to 0 Wehen Cure. e 


o 


In that ere Chart, what an Waal 
what a miraculous Portrait of divine Love 
is held forth to our view! This is 
that radiant and expreſs Image of God, 
that ©: bowed the Heavens, and came down,” 

and was found in Faſhion as a Man.” 
This is that infallible Phy fician of Souls, 

who is both able and willing to heal the 
Bruiſes itigrafted in our Nature, and con- 
trated by the Full. This is that Lord 
, geſus Chriſt,” whom the Apoſtle refers 
to in the Text, and thro' whoſe unſpeak- 
able * we are enn with Victory 


Over 


ser xx. ] | Sin and Death. 557 


oper Sin and Death; a Bleſſing, which 


it is our Duty to expreſs in the ſincereſt 


giving :- 


29 


in my v laſt Diſcourſe, to make the Subject 
of ws pinion 6 crap 


#y 
L 


That ſis wüde RO invaluable 


Book f-God, the Bible, that declares 
our natural Sinfulneſs and Diſtreſs, pre- 
ſcribes alſo. the moſt effectual Means of 
Recovery. CA A Promiſe of 4 redeeming | 
ſpicuous: in almoſt every 
Page. Tho“ ve have forfeited our Claim 


to the Patronage of God, by the Violation 
of his Law, yet let us not deſpond, for 
we are 
great A onement for the Sins of the 
whole Univerſe. His beloved Son, in 

Wee: he po given his own. atteſting 
OK T 4 : WY Voice 


* Thanks be to God, which giveth 
*, us: the. Vattory, thro' our Lord Jeſus 
1 this is what I propoſed; 


einſtated in his Favor by the 


— 


—— 


— — 2 — 


Inſpi ration,” thro each Patriarcha 
and Prophetic Age. 


1 


558 Chiift's — over gat XIX, 
Voice; that he is well pleaſed, has made 
ample Satisfaction to his Father's Wrath. 
He has invariably fulfilled the whole 


Law, and by his perfect and meritorious 
Obedience, ſhall every ſincere, tho' im- 


perfect and unworthy ee be ac- 


ee at * Throne: * Goode ji 


* 5 


This e eggs of. Man's Re- 


dotaption by Jeſus Chriſt, was diſcloſed 
in the infant-State of the World, 


and 
communicated to Poſterity by divine 
„ Jewiſi, 
It was primarily re · 
vealed to Adam, as an admirable Contraſt 
to his Tranſgreſſion; was promiſed to the 
Patriarch Abraham, out of whoſe Stock 


the RIGHTEOUS BRANCH was to ſhoot 


forth; was typically repreſented by Moſes 


to the J/raclites; and more illuſtriouſſy 

confirmed by the Prophets. The Son of 

5, Amoz zer particularly, in the true Spirit of 
21 | Prediction, 


Ser. XIX.] Sin and Death. 559 
Prediction, thus deſcribes the laudable 
Office of IMMANUEL, together wi h 
his peaceable, glorious, and unbounded 


Dominion z For unto us a Child is 
** born, unto us a Son is given: and the 
Government ſhall be upon hits Shoulder: 


% and his NAMEgfall be called, M 


% DERFUL, COUNSELLOR, THE 
1. MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING 


% FATHER, | THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 
% the Increaſe of his Government and 
Peace, there ſhall be no End upon the 


* Throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, 
* to order it, and to eftabliſh it with Judg- 
% ment and with Juſtice, from henceforth 


« even for ever. The Zeal of the Lord of 


% Hoſts' will perform this,” The ſame 


ſublime Writer / alſo (in his -fifty-third 53 

Chapter) paints the laſt Scene of our 

Saviour's Sufferings in the moſt lively 

Galore, and, in very t tender and pathetic. 

Se ib oat ee Strains, 
If. ix, 6. 2. 


4 


Chriſt's Victory over [Ser. XIX. 


Strains, relates the | Circumſtances of his 
unparallelled Grief Nor are the other 
Prophets deficient in characterizing the 
Nature of the Meſſiah's Kingdom, the 0 
Peace he ſhould propagate, and the 

mighty Salvation he ſhould Nee 
* his faithful ne wa 1 


Wii hat I bud pecialh i Assens 
to your Peruſal, (and that with a View 
to advance your ſpiritual Improvements; 
as well as to remove every the leaſt 
Doubt or Scruple with Regard to the 
Chriſtian Syſtem) is that final, perfect, 
and complete Revelation, the GOSPEL. 
Here is diſplayed that majeſtic SUN 
* RIGHTEOUSNESS, which ſhone 
thro' all the Storms of a prophane World; 
which diſſipated the Miſts of Doubt, and 


de Hope give Way to Conviction; 
which produced into a full, clear, and 
open Light over Was 4 pre- 


Ser. XIX.] Sin and Death." 561 


figured by the Law, or predicted by the 
Prophets: Here we have a dignified, 


an accompliſhed Character indeed avg 


Tho humble, yet how exalted'! Tho' re. 
viled, yet how glorious! Tho! bre 
yet how divine Alone diſtinguiſhed 
dy every atniable Virtue; and unob- 
feured by any Shadow of Vice: Here 
we are informed, that'the bleſſed Saviour 
of repenting Sinners, was no lefs a Per- 
ſon than the Son of the eternal Deity: 
—uſhered into the World with joyful 
Acclamations of the angelic Choir, and 
yet held in Deriſion and Contempt by 
tateful Man: —Conquered, the om- 


nipotent; — treated with the utmoſt Scorn 


Sei zed as a common Malefactor, tho' per- 
ſectly innocent and, tho' void of all 


erer dd [Prey 


. too 1s aſcertained to our Faith, 
00 the 


air = env 2 — 
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502 o Victory over CSer. XIx. 
the grand Cataſtrophe of all that which 
our Lord foretold of Himſelf, and on 


| which the moſt. ſhining Proof of his 


Miſſion depended.- the RE SURRE C. 


TION. When every Purpoſe for which 


He obeyed, ſuffered and died, was an- 


ſwered; then did all-conquering. Death 


yield up its Trophy, and the ſurrender- 


ing Grave acknowledge the ſuperior 


Power .by which, it was controlled. 
Almighty Juſtice releaſed Him, on the 


third Day, from its gloomy priſon, and 
He aroſe victorious from the Dead. 


After this extraordinary Event, the Scrip- 
ture relates; that He viſibly afcended 


from his Diſciples into Heaven, an 


A Cloud received him out of their Sight ;” 


food by them in white- Abparel, and. pro- 


claimed Him the identical Jeſus. that 
Tall'c one * deſcend 2 in take Mas anner: 


51 Akts i. 9. 


Ser xx. ] Sin and Death. 25 564 
intimating, without Doubt, to judge the 


Quick and Dead. Thus authentically ein 


is the divine Miſſion of Chriſt, the Son 
of God, declared, proved, and illuſtrated : 
Thus ſtable is the Foundation on which 
Chriſtians build their eternal Hopes: 
And thus miraculouſly is Death ſwallowed 
np in Viftory,—0 Death, where is now thy © 
Sting? 0 Grave, where is now thy Victory? 
Tis true, the Sting of Death to the Wicked 
75 Sin; and the Strength of Sin is the Law. 
But Thanks be to God, who giveth penitent N 


Believers the Viftory, thro' our Zird F Yn f 
n op | 


g 1 0e | pay a proper Degree of Atten- 
tion to that ſacred Hiſtory which I have 
been recommending, you will there 
diſcern each particular Appointment, 
which the Holy Trinity vouchſafes di- 
ſtinctly and unanimouſly to engage in, 
for” the Salvation of your Souls. And 
2 0 2 while 


1 


| | 


564 Chriſt's Vilory over [Ser. XIX. 
while you admire the gracious Conventions 
(35 it is not poſſible but you muſt admire) 
vou will ſurely adore that ſuperior Wik 
dom and Goodneſs, ſa canſpicuoully diſ- 

played in the &conomy of Man's Re- 

covery. The ſtrict Juſtice of God the 

Father demands and accepts, the infinite 

i vl, 8 and Condeſcenſion of God the Son 
pays and depoſites, and the benign In» 
flucace of Cod the Holy. Ghoſt commur 
nicates to us the Benefits of, a full Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins. Yes, the Comme - 
nication, is juſtly attributed to the Spirit 
JEHOVAH; for f“ no Man can ſay, that 
« Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt.” 

It is the effectual Operation of his Grace 

that applies to fallen Man the ineſtimable 
Privilege of the Redemption: It is This 
that makes bim ſenſible how much his 
final Happineſs depends upon a HOLY 
"FAITH FRY e ſucceſsfully 

1 % mt 


21 engl. | 3. 
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the Temptations of Satan under the 
Banner of Chriſt, our vidorious Lord. 


Sy. hu not ee bere a | 
all its Bounty ?- Here is free Pardon and 
| Reconciliation ; here is kind, affiftihg 


Grace; ; and here is unmerited and ever- 


laſting Happineſs propoſed on the moſt 


equitable Terms :—Propoſed did I ſay? 
e are even invited to embrace them: 


we ate ſolicited to be hofy. Hear the 
moſt gracious Invitation of your bleſſed 


Lord to this Papoſe — T Come unto te, 
all ye that labor, and art hravy laden, 


1 and 7 witl #tve you Refe. Take my Yoke 


1 ubon you, and learn of me; for Tam meet 
i and lowly in Heart: and ye ſhall nd Reſt 


u unte vb Souls. For my Vole is tafy, 


t Mat, xi. 28, 29, 30. 


we are intreated to pur fue our own Inter: 


* and my Burden is light.” | Comfortable 
| Exptelſions ! + and intended lo revive the 
' Oo 5 deſponditg 


* 3 A 


* 
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| 566  Chnift's "np over [Ser. XIX. 
defponding Heart ! They introduce into 5 


it Gladneſs and Serenity, while Sorrow 
and Mourning fiee away. They are noble 
Incentives to repair to Chriſt, when we 


labor under any difficult or affligive 


Circumſtance, and an unſpeakable En- 
cauragement to the Practice of his Re- 


7 of 
#5 8 9 


7 


„ 


With 1 . 3 +5 


ſhould the very Name of this Saviour 
and Redeemer, who hath done and ſuſ- 


fered ſo much i in our Behalf, inſpire our 
Souls! What exalted Notions ſhould we 
entertain of his all- ſufficient Mediation f 
And how ought we to congratulate our- 


ſelves on our peculiar F elicity, who, tho 


ſunk into sin. De. and Miſery, by | 


_ ea be - 1 Chrift. ! Tnexpreſiibly 


dreadful, , and. ſhocking to, the human 


SR Fan. is * 4 Law which denounces Death 


af 4 EU * * 3 19 8 "Eo 1 1 


3 eternal 


SerxIx.] Sn and (Diath,) 360 


eternal upon every Tranſ greſſor; T In. | | | 


4 


* dignation, 


* doth Evil, f the Jew firſt, and alſo of 
«the Gentile,” But as truly comfortable 
and reviving is that Gel which: 95 18 
** the Power of God unto Salvation to every 
*© one: that belicweth r lo the 
9 alſo to the Greek,” Every ſincere Penis 
tent is hereby “ begotten aguin unto. a 


lively Hope, and intitled to an Inle- 
t ritunce incorruptible, and undefiled, | and 


*. that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven 
for kim. hans be to God, who giveth 


us ſo co mpleat a Victory, through our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt! Thanks be to his bleſſed 
Name, whoſe Death is our Sacrifice; 
whoſe Obedience is our Righteouſneſs, 
and: whoſe Reſurrection is our Juſtifi- 
cation! Thanks; Heart felt Thanks be to 


_ who thus miraculouſly: extended 


e Moe his 


+ Rom. ii. 3,9. § Rom. i. 16. 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. 


Mall, Tribulation, and 
bas Anguiſh upon' every Soul 'of Man that 


. ew; firſt; ; and 


— ——t: —— — | 


7. * 


OY 


his Cotmpaſſion to his finful C 


368 Cie Villoryaver [Ser. XIX. 


who had involved themſel ves in en 


wiſe irretrievable Ruin! The | Cords. of 


Sin are now broken, the Bonds of Death 
diſſolved, De! all the Ons 1 Hell 
. ae N I 3803" einer Be 
wry ende vin e Yoo e 5 
k \ Jntirely: chalk 8 are * Condi: 
tions, as well as gracious the Overtures 
of this redeeming Love. For, if we 
on of our Un- 
worthineſs by Nature, lament our un- 
guarded Follies, and feel a real Concern 


>L 


for our deliberate Sins,—if we turn unto 
the Lord $ our God with unaffected Hu- 


miliation and Repentance, and confide, 
its of a cruciſied 
nay, Crimes even of the deepeſt Dye 


ſhall e e ate_aes 375 # 66 —_ our 


2 W 7 Ifa i 1 4 F 1 
; . i 4% Y ” N * f 25 a 
5 b 1 9. . „ 18. 8 7 Ms 4 
— * * 


** Sens be as Scarlet, they ſh 


a Snow; tho' they be red like Crimſon, 


cleanſed in that precious Blood, by Vir- 
tue of which we ſhall be crowned at * 


ur immortal ee 


8 A | ner does a offers "__ particu» 


larly intitled to our Regard : which is, 
that, tho the Goſpel proclaims Salvation 
by Faith in our Redeemer, and not by the 
Deeds of the Law, yet it is ſuch a com- 
prehenſive Faith, as includes the Practice 
of | Holineſs, which claims à conditional 


Part in the obtaining of that Salvation. 
Tho God hath given us the Victory thro' our. 


Lord Jeſus Chrift, (may ſuch matchleſs 
Goodneſs erect a Monument of the moſt 
fervent Gratitude in our Hearts!) yet 
Rebels, Traitors, and Deſerters, fhall 


have no Share in the Reward. Be it . 
ever — (and that with the beſt 


Returns 
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2 
iq | 


ore 
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Returns of the moſt affectionate and ador- 
ing Piety) that the Captain of our Sal: 
vation hath overcome the Sharpneſs + of 


Death! But let it not be forgot, that it 


is to Believers only, and to ſuch faithful 


Soldiers as engage with inflexible Courage 
and Perſeverance in the Chriſtian War- 
fare, that He will open the Kingdom of 


Heaven. Tho' the Doctrine of Redemption 
is replete with the richeſt Comforts, and 


fr 
tho! it is impoſſible. for the human Mind 


to diſplay the Merits of it with ſuitable 


Thankſgiving and Praiſe, or for the peni- 


tential Sinner to confide in it too much; 


yet is it by no Means intended to autho- 
rize Indolence or encourage Vice. No; 


inſtead of this, it excites us to all the 


Duties of obliged and dependent Beings, 
gives the moſt effectual Check to every 
bheadſtrong Sin, and is the nobleſt In- 


ducement to all Piety a 1C 


Virtue. One, 


4 


* 
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who was an exemplary Penitent, and but 
too well acquainted with the Impetuoſity 


of che Paſſions, and the Defilement of 


our Nature, cries out, Iere is Mercy 


„ with, Thee : THEREFORE Malt Thou 
« be feared * Words of great Sig- 
nificancy, and, ben a in Favor of the 
preſent. Argument. If Mero belongs to 
the Almighty, for that very Reaſon we 
ſhould ſear to offend him. We ſhould 
tremble to think of forfeiting our Title 
to ſo much Goodneſs. Imagination ſhud- | 
ders at the Thought of being deprived 
even of any temporal Poſſeſſion that we 
hold dear and valuable ;—how much 


more ſhocking muſt the bare Apprehen- 
Lani be. of loſing the inexpreſſibly ſupe- 


rior Benefits of divine Mercy! more ef- 
pecially; that diſtinguiſhed Part of it, 
which ſhines with ſuch tranſcendent 
Luſtre in the Redemption. And if we 


3 


om ACC". coun. g 
— K 


eompliſhed, 
proceeds from an undiflembled Love of 


are levelled againſt that ſound, Chriſtian 
| Doftrine, Salvation by Faith, Its Adver- 


578 Ce Vidory over [Ser. XIX. 
are ſtruck with Horror at the Thought 
vndy of being excluded from a Pattici- 
pation in the Privileges of this amiable 


Attribute; we ſhall ſutely be vigilant in 


avoiding all poſſible Means that might 


 4ffndlly incur upon us fo great an Injury. 
And it is a natural * Conſequence, that 
we ſhall alſo ſtudy diligently to ſecure = 
the Approbation of that Being to whom 


it belongs. And this never can be ac- 
ut by ſuch a Conduct, as 


his holy Na 


, eee 


— to n 2 1 


1 


From this * enen 1 cannot 
help obferving how groundleſs and un- 
warrantable are all the Reproaches that 


faries aſſert, that it tends to promote Li- 


n. and inen — — 


* „ 4 ais 


* a 


This I tue Wen the con 
trary, there can be no true, genuine, 


ſeriptural Faith, but ſuch as includes a 


Deteſtation of Sin, and a Delight in Holi- 


| feffion; and a ſincere Piety is its very 

Badge and 
the World a Love of God, our Neigh- 
bour, and every moral Duty.——And, 


wherever a correſpondent Practice is wants 


ing, there is no Faith, It is all nothing 
but mere Enthuſiaſm or Hyboorify,— 


a Delivery © from the preſent wicked 
© World ;” and when we affirm, that we 


are redeemed by him, this alſo ſigni fies 
2 Redemption from all Iniguity, and 
tat u may be a peculiar _ — 5 


40 id nth * lic 


111 is not in u my How to give y you a 


woe 7 Was of both the Law 
and 


neſs. Chriſtianity is a practical Pro- 


Character. It proclaims to 


When we truſt then that we are deli. 
vered by Faith in Chriſt, we mean alſo, 


warm 


Ta 574 Orvis Vittorya over (Ser. XIX. 
and the Gofbet; than T have offered - 
your Attention upon this Subject. 
would endeavor to convince you, oo 
in Oppoſition to all ſpecious Arguments, 
and after the moſt critical Reſearches 
you can make, the Sum of Religion, as 
relative to your eternal Salvation, centers 
in two Words; viz—a PRA CTICAL 
FAIT H:—that is, ſuch a Faith 1 in God, 
who giveth us the Victory thro* our Lord 
Teſus Chrift, as will induce” us (by the 
Affiftance of his Holy Spirit) to repent of 
every ſinful Action, and exert: our' beſt 
Endeavors to keep his Commandments. 


Here ſhines the Gofpel; and this Goſpel 
adds Luſtre to dr ! * 


| God grant FH ahi: Ned may 
have a due Influence on every future 
Thought, Word, and Action of our 


5 Lives! May He vouchſafe to prevent 
us in all e our ir Doings,” | and dire every 


x . 


_ * >. 


Step 
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Step we take through this ſinful World! 
That whenever Death, that univerſally 


expected Meſſenger, ſhall arrive, we may 
be in a Capacity to treat it as much like 


a real Friend, as a vanquiſhed Enemy, be- 


hold its Sting extracted, and at once 
conſider it as the End of all Pain and 


Sorrow, and the Beginning of eternal 


Bliſs and — 


Now to Him who hath * overcome 
« Death, and opened unto us the Gate 
* of everlaſting Life,” together with the 
Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, 


as is moſt due, all Honor, Glory, and 
Praiſe, &c. Amen. 
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SERMON. XX, 
THE 


DAY of JU D GMENT. 


2 con. v. 10. 
0 For we muſt all appear before the Judgment. 


Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 


the Things done in his Body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good 


LI bad, 
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SERMON xx. 
ie Day of Judgment. 


Fox WE MUST ALL APPEAR BEFORE THE 


JUDGMENT-SEAT or Cnkisr, THAT 


| EVERY ONE MAY RECEIVE THE THINGS 
DONE IN HIS Bopv, ACCORDING 10 
THAT HE HATH DONE, WHETHER 1r 


BE GOOD OR BAD. 


H flown and alfefting a2 are, theſs 
Words! And how worthy to be in- 


ſcribed on every human Heart! In their 
dire& Meaning they afford us a more 


important Subject than has yet fallen 
under our Conſideration, ——We muſt all 


appear before the Fudgment-Seat of Chrift ; 
There is a Day approaching, (a myſte- 
rious Truth this, and known only to 


K =_ 7 omniſcient 


JV W 


580 
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onmniſcient Wiſdom) when not a ſelect 


Number only, but every human Being 


that has ever trod the Stage of Life from 5 
the very Commencement of Time to that 


Hour, ſhall be ſummoned to appear be- 


fore the Tribunal of his Saviour and his 


Judge that every one may receive the 
Things done in his Body, according to that 


he hath done, whether it be good or bad;— 
that the whole Conduct of each parti- 
cular Perſon may be then examined, and 
that, according to his naked and true 
Appearance, whether good or evil, he 
may receive an everlaſting and irrever- 


fible Allotment (both in Body's and gol) 
: _ to Bliſs c or Woe. hag 


5 Grand. tremendous, deciſive T Day !— 


At That Time will the Trump of God 
found the univerſal Summons, The 
Jaws of Death ſhall be then broken, and 

{ the voracious Graye commanded to diſ- 

. 1 7 5 0 = 7 gorge 


gorge its Prey. 
7 ble ſhall emerge from their watry Se- 


pulchres, and ſpring to immortal Life, | 


The ſcattered. Particles of the human 


different Quarters, and not only rein- 


ſtated, but faſhioned into an incorrup- | 


tible Body. Then ſhall Adam, at one 


View, behold all his Sons and Daughters, 
and ſtand wondering at the long Line 


of his own Poſterity. Chriſtians, Jews, 
Pagans, and all Perſons. of every Sect 


and Denomination, by what Title ſoever 
_ diſtinguiſhed, or whereſoever diſperſed, 
ſhall meet together at the Bar of _ 


Juſtice. | Europeans and Aſiatics, t 


ſwarthy Sons of Africk, and the untu- 5 


tored Savages of America ſhall unite, 


and form one general Crowd. In ſhort, 


all Nations of the Earth, all Ages and 
Degrees of Men, Millions and Millions 
of Martals, all that have peopled the 
ONT 1 Pp g . World 
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Multitudes innumera- 


Frame ſhall be collected from a thouſand 


PP 
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W orld thro a continued Succeſſion of 
Generations, ſince its firſt Formation, old 


— 


and young, learned and unlearned, rich 


and poor, ſhall be raiſed in a Moment, in 
the TD winkling of an B * convene in 


one aſt ny: © 


i this tiicingly numerous aS 


| eviiches muſt you and I, my Brethen, ir- 


reſiſtibly make - our Appearance. Tho 
in the Midſt of ſuch an inconceivable 
Multitude of Beings like ourſelves, : We 


hall ſeem but as a Drop of Water in the 
unfathomed Ocean, or a Grain of Sand 


on the Sea-Shore; yet think not that we 


| ſhall be loſt to the Notice of our omni- 
Leient Judge, or elude his all-ſeeing Eye, 
For, as tie Darkneſs and Light to Him 


are both alike, and as Þ © a thouſand 


% Years are as one Day, ſo | ” Nations 
„gane 4 en, 97 4. Bucket, ins; are 


8 


1 . Pſa, cxxxix. 11. f 2 Pet. ii. 83. f IIa. xl. 15. 
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Every one ſhall be as diſtinctly remarked; 
and his State as minutely ſcanned and 
adjuſted, as if the Actions of but a ſingle 
Soul were to be accounted for; 


It is a Remark highly worthy of our 
Attention, that the univer ſal Judg ment 
will be committed to the REDEEMER: 
of Mankind. And it is a Truth which 
cannot fail of adminiſtering Comfort to 
the Redeemed; a Truth, which may well 
reconcile every ſincere Believer to the 
certain ExpeRation of that awful Period, 
which lays a ſolid Foundation for his 

| beſt Hopes, and which imparts an inex- 
preſſible Honor to the Chriſtian Name. 
This is a clear Doctrine both of the New 
Teſtament in general, and alſo a ſhining 
Peculiarity of the Goſpel - Diſpenſation. 
For we have not only the Authority of 
the SO for our Alſurance, that we 
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nut all appear before the Judgment - Seat of 
CHRIST, but our Lord himſelf bath de- 
clared by his Evangeliſt, - that 9 . the 


emitted all Judgment wnto' the Son, 


The judiciary Power indeed, ts primarily 

inherent in God alone. And certainly 
no one can aſſume an Authority of judg- 
ing the Subjects, but that glorious Ma- 
jeſty whoſe Subjects hey ate; He is 

the original Author of that ſacred Law r 
by which nee are to be tried and diſtin- 

guiſhed: All our Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, habe à direct Tendency to tlie 
offend him: And it is He who * * hall 
* bring very Work into Fudgment, with 
«© every ſecret Thing.” But it hath pleaſed 

the Almighty: Father to transfer the Dig- 
nity of that momenteus Day particularly 
to the Son. For we are told expreſsly, 
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by the great Preacher at Athens, that 


all, it is Jeſus our Saviour by whom He 


Jjudgeth. There is an authoritative, ſu- 
preme, ultimate Power of judging the 
whole Univerſe, delegated by an indifs | 


ge Came to . the Lord. 


That 2 | REDEEMER ey a mY 


are united in one Godhead, is (as kamen“ * 

before) a very conſolatory Truth. It is 

an immoveable Baſis, on which the 
fincere Chriſtian may ground his moſt 
exalted Expectations.— That gracious 


Being, who, for the Sake of Man alone, 


condeſcended to aſſume his mortal 

Nature, and took upon him the Form of 4 

Servant: who ſuffered, in the ſame Cauſe, 
1 44, 1. 3. 1 Hb. 8. ad 


* 


God +; © hath appointed a Day, in the which 
er ii will judge the World' in Rightcouſneſs,” 
* by: that Man whom he hath ordained,” 
Tho' T Cod therefore is the. Judge of 


— p_ rr <A 4 
* 
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te Contradiction of Sinners; who was re- 
viled, perſecuted, condemned, and cruci- 
fied, may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to tem- 
per Goodneſs with Severity, Mercy with 
Juſtice, and all poſſible conſiſtent Lenity 


Vith an equitable and irreſpective Judg - 


ment. Can we even deſire a more favor- 
able Judge than Him, who out of pure 
Compaſſion to thoſe very Perſons that 

are to be judged by him, voluntarily ſub- 


mitted to all the Infirmities of human Life, 


and to all the Miſeries which that Life 
could incur, or Death infliẽt? And can any 
Reflexion afford us more ſolid Comfort 


than that of God and Man, Governor 


| 


be it 


and Interceſſor, Saviour and Judge, being 
all combined in one glorious Power ?— 
Impoſſible. —It animates our Hope, 
augments our Joy, and confirms our Als 
furance of immortal Bliſs, | 2 


8 Could we ts: that a a judg- 
ment was deſigned only to bring to Light 
TE the 
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the hidden Things of Darkneſs, diſcloſe 
every ſecret Tranſgreſſion of the Mind, 
and rigorouſly .condemn every actual 
Commiſſion of Sin, excluding the Benefits 

ol the divine Atonement, that vicarious 
Sacrifice which our bleſſed Lord made 
of himſelf, the bare Idea of ſo dreadful 
a Proſpect would render us extremely 

wretched: we ſhould not only be of all 
Men, but, (we might vary the Apoſtle's 
Phraſe) of all living Creatures the moſt 
miſerable. For, in that Caſe, the leaſt of 
thoſe many deliberate Sins, which the / 

moſt upright Mortal muſt acknowledge 5 
himſelf guilty of, would be ſufficient to 

_ expoſe him to a fearful Experience of the 
righteous Judgment of God, And it is an 
.undeniable Truth, that the worthieſt of 
human Actions, conſidered in an ab- 
ſtracted Light, can merit no Degree of 
that eternal Werght of Glory, which will 

be the certain Portion of the Saints. It 

is 
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is therefore abſolutely neceſſary for us 
to depend upon a ſuperior Agent as a 
Fropitiation for our Sins; to believe that 


we ſhall receive our final Sentence, not 
according to the Severity of the Lau, 
but the Mercies of the Goſpel; and to be 
convinced, that the Son o Man, who 
forfeited his Life for our Redemption, 
is no leſs a Perſon than Chriſt the. Son of 


God, Andit is a Reflexion, which every 


| Believer will find replete with inex - 
preſſible Comfort, that this ſame Feſus 


who is our Brother in the Fleſh, our Re- 


deemer, and our Advocate, | ſhall ſit on 


the Throne as Judge, at the aſs out 


| Day of Accounts, j 


Nat! me ane 5 forthe adi admo- 
niſhed by the Apoſtle of the great I N- 
TENT of our being ſummoned before 


the. Judgment- Scat of Chr iſt lt is for 
this very important Reafon,-that every 
„ 
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one may receive the Things done in his Body, 


according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad. This is clear and intel- 
ligible Language, And if we depend 
on its Veracity, we muſt believe that 
| Chriſt, who expired on the Croſs for our 
Sakes in this World, will pronounce an 


everlaſting Sentence upon us in the next, 


according to our Behaviour in this pro- 
bationary State, We ſhall then find, as 


ſure as we are now upon Earth, that, 


tho' our Salvation depends on the pre- 


cious Merits of Chriſt our Saviour, yet 


the indiſpenſible Condition of it is the 


tenſions or Degree of Faith will profit 
us, but that which is the leading Prin- 
ciple of our Religion; that inward, ge» 


nuine Faith, which poſſeſſes the moſt 


diſtinguiſhed Place in the Chriſtian 


CEconomy ; that main Corner-Stone in 
5 our 
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Practice of a holy and penitential Life. 
We ſhall then be convinced, that no Pre- 
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our Profeſſion, which is ſuited to ſup- 
port the whole F abrick of good Works. 
It will be then inconteſtibly, and expe- 
rimentally proved to us, that Virtue is 
by far the nobleſt and moſt beneſicial 
Ornament of the Mind, and Vice its 
baſeſt Furniture. The one, under its on 
proper Agent, (the ever bleſſed Spirit) 
will exalt us to the Realms of immortal 
Bliſs; and the other (without a ſincere 
Repentance) depreſs us into the Regions 
of infernal Darkneſs, * © where their Norm 
e dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched.” 
For the Wicked + © hall go away into 
8 euerlaſting Puniſhment ; but the Righteous | 
« into Life eternal. | 


The Righteous, does the Evangeliſt ſay, 
into Life eternal? Ves; happy, beyond 
Expreſſion or Conception happy, will be 
Their future State of Being. Their Exit 

med cou ted ao 
Mark ix, 44. + Mat, xxv. 46. 
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out of this miſerable Life ſhall' be the 
certain Prelude to another of unmixed 
and tranſcendent Felicity. For T. Eye 
% hath not ſeen, nor Ear. heard, neither 
* have entered into the Heart of Man, the 
* Things which God hath prepared for them 

* that love him.” The happy few, who 
love our Lord Jeſus in Sincerity, and. 

teſtify their Love by a penitential (be- 

cauſe an imperfect) Obedience to his 

Commands, ſhall be crowned with incon- 

ceivable Honor, Glory, and Happineſs 

in the World to come. Whatever may 
be their Portion in this unequal State; 

whether their Righteouſneſs is here a- 
dorned with thoſe valuable Jewels, 
Health and Proſperity, or eclipſed in 
the gloomy Shades of Sickneſs and 

| Diſtreſs, they ſhall, with equal Certainty, 
be admitted at laſt into the Manſions of 
abſolute and durable Bliſs, If the former 


J x Cor. ii - 
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is their favorable Allotment, for the 
Opportunities which they at preſent ſo 
"4 happily embrace, and for the Benefits 
which they now ſo plenteouſly ſow, they 
hall reap an hundred Fold at the Day 
of Retribution, © For, & tere is laid up 
for them à Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
* e Lord, the righteous Judge, Hall give 
5 1 them at his appearing,” And if the 
latter ſhould prove their Fate, their 
Virtue, which is now obſcured, tho in 
Reality digniſied by their Sufferings, 
ſhall then, like the Sun breaking out of 
ſome intercepting Cloud, appear with 
flaller and more reſplendent Glory. 
The lingering Hours of their Affliction, 
now dul cultivated, and properly im- 
proved, will then infallibly produce a 
moſt Joyful Harveſt, For, || ** he that 
* now goeth on his Way weeping, and 
. . forth good Seed : fall doubilefs 
bs: 4 2 come 
& Tim. 15 1. : 9 exxvi, 7 
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© come again with Joy, and * * 
% Sheaves v him,” 


* 
1 —_ —— 


It will then be one of the leaſt Privi- 
leges of the diſtreſſed Sons of Piety to 
be acquainted with no more Sorrow, to 
feel no more Pain: Deati itſelf ſhall be | 
ſwallowed up in Victory; and Sin, which - 7 
points all its invenomed Shafts, ſhall be 
utterly extirpated. The Redeemed of | 
the Lord ſhall be preſented without Spot | 
before him; and on the Heads of Them i 
who have been faithful unto Death, will 


He confer a Crown of Life. Their Sorrow 3 | 
ſhall be converted into the moſt extatic | 
Joy, and their Pain into the moſt ſub- = 


ſtantial Pleaſure, All Senſation, from 
that Moment throughout all Ages of 
Eternity, ſhall be ſolid a and perfect 


Happincls. 
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But if on the other Hand we penetrate 
into Futurity, and anticipate the Condi- 
tion of the Wicked, a Proſpect of a quite 
different Nature will be preſented to our 
Ideas. For They all go away into ever- 
laſting Puniſiment.—Dreadful, diſtracting 
Denunciation!—Deſpicable and wretched 
as their State in this World generally is, 
yet in another it will be found to be in- 
finitely more ſo. That bitter Remorſe 
of Mind, which is the almoſt inſeparable 
Attendant of Vice here, will be changed 
hereafter into one continued Scene of 
real, abſolute,—yet unknown Miſery ;— 
Miſery, ſuch as no Language can utter, 
or the moſt diſtreſſed Imagination paint; 


Impenitent Rebels ſeem to be confined 
in the Priſon of the Grave, like Male. 
ſactors againſt the Day of Trial. Stig- 
matized with Infamy, and covered with 
Horror and Confuſion, with what Face 
muſt 


F e IG. OE Er RAP B.A 
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muſt they appear at the holy Tribunal 


before a juſt and impartial Judge, and 


Legions of Saints and Angels? And:when 
they ſee others of their Fellow. Creatures, 


whom they have perhaps once held in 
Deriſion and Contempt, together with 


Abraham, Jſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom 


of Heaven, and are themſelves: ſhut out, 
what Envy, Shame, and Indignation muſt 
alternately diſtra& their Thoughts! They 


ſhall then begin clearly, but too late, — 


to underſtand that awful Prediction of 
Solomon; that the * © End of Vice is 
* bitter as Wormwood, | ſharp as a two-edged 
«© Sword; that its Feet go down to Death ; 
« its Steps take hold on Hell.” And then 
will they reluctantly acknowledge the 


Folly,—the Madneſs of their Lives here; 
Lives, that have been as it were in- 
duſtriouſly owe in unſheathing Daggers 


Qi q:34 7160/4167) e 
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will be the Iſſue T. of all his ungodly | 
Deeds which he hath committed” againſt 
his Maker, and of all his hard Speeches, 
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for their own Souls, and preparing them 
— all the Torments of Eternity. 


What a . pense muſt 


the ſtubborn Sinner, the once audacious 
Rebel, then make, when he ſtands before 


his inexorable Majeſty, amid the Armies 
of both Heaven and Earth! What then 


% hich he hath ſpoken againſt himꝰ 


Where muſt he flee for Shelter from the 
Storm of God's Wrath? Where can he 
find a Sanctuary, when the Vials of om- 


nipotent Fury are poured out ? What 


Darts of Agony mult transfix his Con- 
ſcience, when ſtruck with a full Senſe 
of his paſt Ingratitude! And what teal 
Miſery muſt he undergo, when ſeized 


1 Jude v. x5; 


with that gloomy, nameleſs Terror, which 
75 is 
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Ser. XX.] The Day of Judgment. 
is ſure, at that Time, to be the Conſe- 
quence of unrepented- of Vice Has 


he been an open, daring, preſumptuous 


Offender ? What a mean, cowardly, 


dejected Countenance will then betraß 


the Baſeneſs of his Heart! He will then 


be thoroughly taught what it is to irritate 


the Almighty God; to ridicule: the gra- 
cious Method of Reconciliation by the 
Son; and to reject, with Scorn, the re- 


Power which he has defied, the Mercy 


which he has contemned, and the Grace 


which he has trampled on, will all bear 
Witneſs againſt him, and be. honored 


Deſpair. Has he been a /ecret Enemy of 


the Lord p And has he ſtudied only to 


maintain a Character in the Eyes of his 


5 ellow · Creatures, regardleſs of that true 


Praiſe and Honor which flows from a 


| Jincere and well-diſpoſed Heart) 
24 3 Deluded 
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peated Overtures of the Spirit. The 


by his eternal Confuſion, Miſery, and 


NT 
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Deluded Wretch! What will all his ſub- 
tle Artifices avail in that Day, when Go 
ill bring every Mork into Judgment, 


76 with every ſecret Thing, whether it be 
good, or Whether it be evil?” What will 


his outward Gloſſes and Pretenſions 
profit him, when recognized by that 
omniſcient Being, unto whom all 
Hearts are open, all Deſires known; 
1 and from whom no. Secrets are hid?” 
Every Maſk ſhall drop off before Him, 
and Diſſimulation ſhall be expoſed to its 
eternal Infamy, in His Sight, and in that 
of the holy. Angels, Then ſhall the ſteeled 
; Heart of the vileſt Profligate relent, and 
the ſmoõth Face of the moſt artful Sy- 
cophant lie down in Confuſion." And 
both ſhall receive their appointed Por- 
tion with-Hypocrites and Unbtlievers ;' both 
be conſigned to that unutterably dread- 


ful State, that n no ld 1 
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Whether the Sinner will fear, or whe- 


ther he will forbear, he ſhall: certainly 
find - theſe Things to be ſerious Matters 
of Truth; ſuch as I defy the moſt ſubtle 
Infidel to coding, or the ga Lparting 
to banter down.: 


The angular 1 of this Sub- 


jedt, will, I hope, ſurther command your 
Attention, while I endeavor to apply 
: Teck 9 as it naturally Laing 

Ik: we emf all ado beſerd the 8 
PR” "Off Cliriſt; and for this Purpoſe, - that 
every one may receive the, Things done in hits 
Body, according. to that he hath done, whether 


it be good or bad, there is a Day aps my 


proaching, when the Sun; with all the 


.other heavenly Luminaries, - hall be ex- 


tinct, andthe. whole Fabrick of. the Vie 


ſible Creation diſſolved; when the Soul 


and Body of every human Being ſhall 


244 be 
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be rites „ and ſummoned before the 
Throne of their Almighty Sovereign; if 
Chriſt, that very Perſon, who hath di- 


us by his Example, and waſhed us in his 


Blood, is Then to be our judge; and if 


an Eternity of inexpreſſible Pain, or 
Pleaſure, tranſcendent Happineſs, or Mi- 
fery, ſhall hang on the Point of that de- 


_ cording to our Condutt in this ſhort State 


of Trial;—if all this be true, (which it 
inconteſtibly is) then, for HEAVEN's 
Sake, my Brethren, let us confider in 
Time | © what Manner of Perſons we ought 
4 #0 be in all holy Converſation and God- 
—-Let us probe our Hearts to 


o lines. 
the Bottom, and examine ſtrictly how 
they find themſelves affected with medi- 


tating on this great Change. Is it poſſible 


* an rann of greater. of equal 
5 WL Concern? 


f 4 bet. ili. 11. 


rected us by his Doctrine, encouraged 


 1%Y 


cifive Moment, and be determined ac- 


Ser. XX.] . as of 7 Jul "1 . 501 
| Concern? Is it poſſible to be 00 diligent 


in ſearching into the true State of our 


Souls, which are to be happy, or miſe · 
rable for ever? No: The utmoſt; Vigor 


of our Faculties, the moſt ſedulous Ap- 
plication of human Power is requiſite in 


ſo grand a Cauſe. In this noble Senſe, 


*« whatſoever: we do, let us do it with our 
« Might.” Here let us ſpare no En- 


thus wiſely exerted ;—Time, thus well 


employed. But let the whole Force of 
our Reaſon be collected, the whole Bent 
of our Inclination engaged, and God's 
holy Spirit ardently ſupplicated to dire& 
and corroborate both, that we may be found 
of him in Peace, eee and irre- 
n, 


we are All, 1 am e Profeſſors 


of the Chriſtian Religion ; and do declare 


our Aſſent to the Being of a God, the Im- 
mortality 


5 A 


: 
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8 7 why if Judgment. Ser. xx. 
mortality of the Soul, and the Reſur- 
| reRtion of the Body. We pretend alſo 
to believe that there is a Day appointed 
whien the Son of Man. mall come in his Glory, 
and all the holy Angels with him, to confer 
everlaſting Honor and Happineſs on his 
faithful and obedient: Servants, and to 
take Vengeance on them that know not God, 
and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,—What amazing, what unpardon- 
able Stupidity muſt it theri be to betray 
the Sincerity of our Profellion by living 
in a conteniptuous Neglect of all that 
renders Life truly deſirable Every 
ſublunary Wiſh, ſet in Oppoſition to one 
ſerious Thought on Eternity, vaniſhes 
like a Dream,—How then'can we fix our 
Affection on the glittering Toys of this 
World, and diſregard the one Thing 1 
meedful! How can we idolize the mere = || 
Phantoms of an Hour, and expoſe = 3 
; | immortal Souls to irretrievable Ruin! 
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One would think it edle 9 


would imagine it to be even out of . 
Power of a rational Creature, and eſpe- 
cially any who ſtyles himſelf a CHRIS 


TIAN, to act ſo abſurd a Part. Becauſe 
it is rebelling directly againſt Reaſon, 


againſt Religion; and againſt, his own moſt . 8 


valuable Intereſt. It is bartering eternal 


Happineſs for temporal Trifles, It is 
haſtening to Perdition with his Eyes f 


open. It is in Fact preferring the con- 


tinual Pains of Hell to road ſubſtantial 


0 of Heaven, Nino! 
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1 e 15. Whole: : The Thoughts that 


I have now communicated, are Realities 


of the utmoſt, Moment and Concern.— 
God grant that they may have their due 
Weight and Influence upon us! May we 


lock them up im a faithful Remembrance! ; 
May we give them chearfully, what they = 
n deſerve and demand, —our frequent, 
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e = ſerious, 
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2 wol we from henceforth prove them 


” to be prevailing Motives to a Life of 


Piety and unblameable Obedience 


: May we from this Moment make it our 


I principal Study to pleaſe God, and walk 
* worthy. of the Vocation wherewith we are 


called May we be endowed with ſucle 
a Portion of Grace as will inſtruct us to 


lament with Sincerity all our former 


Sins, apply our -beſt | Efforts, for the 
future, in that eſſential Buſineſs, for the 


due Performance only of which we were 


effable Joy when our Redeemer hail ſtand 


ſent into the World, and dedicate the 


ſhort Remainder of our Lives to Him 


who gave them, and redeemed them !— 
And finally; may we appear with in- 


at the latter Day upon the Earth at that 
grand and unutterably important Criſis, 
when we ſhall behold the Curtain of 
Time fall, and all Eternity before us: 
Ann when 


E 5 the 1 fall 9 N 11 1. 
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à Scroll, and the proud Hearts of i innus * 
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merable Multitudes, fink within hem — 


Such are, and ſuch ] truſt, will ever be, my 
fervent and fincere Prayers both for * 
and for Myſelf.— May God vouchſafe to 
receive them, for the Sake, and thro' the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour! To 
whom, with the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed 
all Honor, Glory, and Praiſe; Might, Ma- 
jeſty, and Dominion; Love, Service, and 
Obedience, now, henceforth, and for 
evermore. Amen. 
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